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PROCLAMATION.

Snpg_ﬁutenﬂeﬁt‘s Office. =
May: 28,:1875.

\HE, “New P]ymunth- Harbour

Board Ordinance,'1875,” reserved’

for the assent of the: Govervrior,’ having
been laid before: His Excelleny, e 'bas
been pleased Lo assent to the same.
I"." A.* CARRINGTON,
Superintendent.

TENDE RS.

Public Works Office,
- Wellington, May 17, 1875.
'THETﬁllbwing list of successfal and
L unsuccessful Tenderers- is- ' pob-

lished for general in formation.
EpwARrD ' RICHARDSON.
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REPORT OF THR EXPLORATION'
OF. THE- COUNTRY ‘BETWEEN’
THE . PATEA ~RIVER' (MOUN-
TAIN ROAD) AND THE MOKATU’
RIVER.

New Plymouth, June 1, 1875.

Sig,—I Lave the  honoar: to' report
that in 'aceordance wwith yoar 1nstroc-
tions,.I procecded on'the st April last
to the - MaugonaiRiver-on the Moun-
tain. Roadyo swhere! I'ofound ‘that the’
whole of tlie party had not acrived. On
the following day-I'went to the Patea
River; and 'pending the 'arrival of ‘the'
whole ' party; I “started the line aboat’
three chains from ‘the Patea River
(nortly side); - bearing' 79° mag. 'We
ont - abogt 60 chains i the afternoon,
apd returned :fo cawp 0D the Moontain
Road. | A SL-a0
On the 3rd (Satarday), with a party
of fonro packers aud ~twgq ~ cntters,
I started the exploration, continoing”
{he track-at thesamo bearing as pre-
vious-dayr (75°) We camped nearly
fonr muiles im; at: an old camp of Mr/
Skeet's;  Sarveyor - conpection ' with’
{he Native LandsFu rehiase Department.’
Not. tn make:this report (00 lengthy, I
will briefly state the'line of.ronte taken’
in oar exploratiou,

leaving notes of soil,
timber, minerals, &o', to the ond ofthis
report.
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We continued running abt the same
bearing as stated above, some t»::;re‘ive
miles, crossing two large tributaries of
the Patea River—viz., thfa Tako :}nd
Makuri Rivers, the latter river running
up a broad, flat valley, with high land
on each side, and bearing novtherly.

I decided to follow its course, which
took us on our road, some eight or ten
miles, of fine valley a mile wide 1o
places, and composed In some parts of
kabikatea swamp. Owing, howerver,
to the river taking a decided turn
towards the-north-west, I deemed 1t

expedient to leave:it and cross over a
low watershed into another valley. 1
did this as-it was-of importance that I
should keep as much east as possible
to avoid the Ngatimarn country, which
from information received from sur-
veyors who had been in that locality,
was very rough in character,

After passing over the watershed
mentioned above, by following a small
creek a short distance easterly, I came
upon some o!d Maori clearings, and
shortly after strock a river about 50
hoks wide, called the Mangaotokn
River by Mr. Skeet, who has just sur-
veyed a block of land embracing these
clearings, which are in a valley in
which the river rons.

' I followed the conrse of this river to
its source, passing throngh a chain of
clearings for a distance of abont eight

miles, with an averageof thirty to eighty
chains in width, in some places branch
creeks ran into the main river, and
these elso bad fine valleys with' clear.
1ngs m them. I estimate the amount
of clearings at abont six thousang
acres, not incloding a wide piece of

open swamp land about four miles in
length that we crossed

through a belt

after pasaing
clearing.,

belt of bush from the last
This land can bardly be
called swamp, inasmuch as the bottom
15 bard, and only in places where small
walercourses crossed our track, did | we
siok up to oar knees, the rest of the
E_rnnnd bearing the packers with heavy
. Swags” on their backs without siple.
1ng over their boots. This land coulg
be easily drained into the river

rons thron e

‘ h it,
rSirably ndng 1t, and would be ad.

tE -
country. P d for a root or grain
_ After ropnip SR

declination 'inta
a small waterconrge ation 'into

a few chains wide,

0 a flat valley
widened ont, ang

this valle
the creek

|
"
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in size, running north for about [three
miles, when it suddenly turned due
east and afterwards soulh-east, evi-
dently running towards the Wanganui
River, and being a tributary ofthatriver.
Following this tributary some four
miles further, wo struck a branch
coming from a northerly diveutinn -
and, as it was not desirable to continue
south-easterly any longer than we
could help, I detormined to run this
oreels out to its source, which we fonnd
in a very high, steep watershed—the
worst watershed we had passed. The
conntry about here looked very rough
and broken, and it was from this
watershed, and only at this place, we
saw the three mountains—lgmont,
Tongariro, and Ruapehu—at the same
time. We spent a day or two atthis
spot, prospecting for some  valley to
carry us on our journey norbhwards;
and on the second day we were
rewarded by seeing a valley ronning,
to all appearances, in: a northerly
direction, and we determined to try 1t
I may here remark that it was josta
week provious to this date (I'riday,
30th April), that we dismissed the
party of packers that came in with us,
owing to the inability of the parties
packing food from the Mountain Road
to supply us. We were now about
sixty miles in, and it took the packers
about six days to travel that distance ;
and we founnd that they did not carry
much more than sufficient for their own
consumption ; consequently the explor-
ing party had ‘but little of the food"
brought in from the Patea River. ' It
was this state of affairs that caused us
to come to the decision to dismiss our
own packers, and, after receiving all
the food we could from the last party
expected, to push on with that as far as
possible, to try and get throngh to the
Mokau. With reference to the Com-
missariat Department, I would beg to
refer you to'a'report'by Mr. Robinson,
who  bad this “departmoent’ under bis
charge,. (|
-To return to my report. It was on_
the 30th April that we started, each
man_ heavily laden, and, crossing the
watershed before mentioned, we struck
a small Etl"Eﬂm, and fgl]uwing t}hiE, EOOTY
found ourselves in rough country. The
bed rock, being a soft sandstone, had
been worn by the action of the water,
tuto a deep but narrow gorge, too
Eﬂ.rmw to get throogh with our
swngs” We had (hereforo to keep
on the top of these sandstone walls, and
1o some places we crept along the hase
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of sandstone cliffs, with a sloping wall
of sandstone of about one hundred feet
Eﬁ - dfl'.?p into tha|creeklof about

y or fifty feet. This portion of our
route was the roughest and most
d:ﬂﬂgemus of the whole journey, as a
single false step would bave been
certain death to the unfortunate
individoal.

By careful climbing we managed to
rgach the creek, only to increase our
discomfort ; for the creek ran between
two high walls of sandstor.¢, and there
was no possibility of our leaving i,
which in some places opened out into
pools of water two or three chains ia
length, throngh which we bad to wade
up to our waists, wetting the bottoms
of the swags. After wading throngh
six of these pools, we thonght it time
to try and reach the range above us,
which we did with great difficolty,
climbing up a steep place where there
had been a slip.

From this poinl our progress was
uninterrupted by any great difficalties,
for as the creek widened out, we were
onabled to keep on its baoks, and fol-
lowing it down some five miles we
struck a river about a chain wide and
very deep, flowing very sluggishly,
which at first we took to be the Tonga-
poratu, but afterwards foand was the
Waitara River.

We followed this river np some ten
miles, with a general bearing northerly
and north-westerly ; but as we _made
only six miles doe north 1 fen miles of
traverse, we thonght it advisable to
leave the river and drive due north
over everything, and try to reach the
Mokan River. After about foar miles
of this course, we again crossed the

Waitara River for the last time, when
it was bearing porth-east ; and from a
tree on the <gmmit of a bigh range
of the river might still be
rly for some five or
The river itself had
ry much, and
ran anpother

traced north-easte
six miles f'arthef. ;
not diminished 10 s128 ve

geemed as if 1t wounld

miles, at least.
user's ’ he river wWe ascended

fter leaving b ] :
a iigh ridge, and following the ridge
pearing north-westerly, struck the%u:hc;
tion of two orecks af the base 0% o

- \!
spur, unning nearly north-west. We

5 d
another watershed, an
oe i s it would lead to the

thought p?rhnpbut Sy er 2 o

: iver _
Makaa "ECTE tershed, and coming oA
where =

was impossibie
like a direct line, W

follow the spars and ridges. It was
on the summit of one of these ridges
that we heard the sonnd of firing, which
sfaemed to come from a westerly direc-
tion over a high ridge abouf two miles
distant. It was generally sapposed
that the sound was caused by Maoris
ﬁt‘fng vollies at Lhe funeral of some
chief, We determined, therefore, as
oar food was runnoing short, to drive
the track in the direction of the firing,
aod oo reaching the ridg're in (uestion
saw no signs of settlewent, but 1n all
d_lrecLiaus a succession of high steep
ridges as far as the eye could see. We
afterwards were informed that the firing
was at Pokearolie Redoanbt, distané

about twenty miles in a straight line,

and by the Mimi Valloy considerably

farther. At onr feet we saw a valley

ranning a little west of north-west, and

on reaching it we found a good.-sized

stream of waler about ten links wide.

We followed this stream, and thonght

it the Tongaporutu, but as it strock

westerly, then soutb-westerly, and

sontherly, we were uncertain as fto

what river it could be, but at the end of

the fourth day from the time we struck

*+ we came out fo the sea voast at the

mouth of the Mimi River.

We were all very maoch disappointed
that we counld not get throogh to the
Mokaa River, but when we first strock
the valley we determined to follow it to
the coast, owing o the small amount of
food left. For ten days we had sub-
sisted on two meals a day (morning
and evening), consisting of broken bis-
cuit and butter, and the last five days
our diet consisted of half a pannikin or
a P:muikiu of biscoit dust from the
bottom of the sacks, mixed with pepper
and salt and some hot tea poured on i
> make it a kind of porridge; and
ayen this could not last for ever, for

ofer breakfusé on the last day of oar
sojourn in the bush we had nEuut a
pappikin and a half of *‘dost left,
which, owing to oar reachiog the coast
:n the evening, Was fortanately mob

aired.
req'fifa think, after all, th_nt we adopted
the wisest plan in keeping down the
Mimi Valley to the Coast, for the on-
certainty of the exact position of the
Mokaa River and the extreme rough-

- the country to be crossed,
e 11 amoant of food,

led with the sm )
?Sﬂp and the weakness (0 which we
j d throogh bard work and

were redace
low diet, made
to undertake d
country with the pr

it extremely hazardons
riving straight across

ospect of striking
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the Mokau Ruver. Another great
cause of avxiety was the unfayourable
woatler. For more than three weoks
wo had but two or three fine days,
every other day it rained more or less,
and 'ci'uring the whole of the timo, WO
had no dry clothes to our backs, buE
were wet through every day. I think
when these Lthings aro considered, that
you will at least give. us credit, for
doing our ““level best ” to get through
to our destination in the face of greas
difficulties.

With ‘regard to the nature of the
soil, minerals, tiwbor, &c., I bave’ to
report— _
““Phat for the first ten miles_the soil
seems to be of the sawe nature as that
i the neighbounrhood of the, Monntain
Road.” "A light soil of a loose, friable
nature, more saitable for grass than
ploughing. The first 1udicalion of a
change of soil was noticed at-the
Makuri River, where there is an entire
cbange.i “Tustead of clear, water and_
strong * bealders, as seen in 'all the
rivers’ flowing {rom Mount Kgmont,
theriver has a sandy bottom, and the
banks a misture of clay and sand, and
from ‘this point” to. the, banks of the
Waitara River, some filty miles, wo

noliced the entire absence of stone in
the :ri'?era} and the same stiff soil emi-
nently suilable.in tbe valleys for, {ruit
trees and root and grain crops.

“The timber varied as” we procceded
on our route. ‘For the first twenty
-miles “very little cliange was. noticed,
except the incrense of red pines (rimn),
and in the valleys, white pines (kahi.
ketea) ;  also "maires . were. more

numerons.. About thirty miles in, we

upt:_qe&}~ some fine totara trees on the
r;dg_ﬁ?_, which conlinued throughout
thaﬁ._‘]luﬁrncy, On the banks ofi the

Waitara. River we found many, fine

matai trees, aud on the very highest

n‘li:_tzﬂ."sl;efngshr ridges some fino -:'blhéi{

11_5}1}*;:};: trees, bot in no case did we. see.

any “patches” of any of°the dbove..

mu‘i_ltt ued trees, except the kalikhtes.
which abounded on the faf lands, in
t!.t%'ﬂ_t‘l_l_&ys. B 536 4 milld SN
1 have also to report 'the PAGTEL
zi_bggu;ca‘ul‘hinera‘ls of Egéfy'ﬂti'egfliﬁ%qnﬁ
W&E Ilfgun(l in Eﬂma"lﬂuﬁes'tliéti"h:t A
E?.}EE' River, quarlz pebbles ':;ﬁ'ii'ihlr Hic(? f
i fact, mica is (o e s'ieeh"i:,"‘".},v%g*
ﬂf?k,r bhowever small. ‘_1'{]31':1'\‘3' ‘ frﬁmﬁ {iJ;
Patea branches to {he ?_e&i:u“II{'i'i-'é}_l* 56:

Ea.i. ﬁﬂl Eign Df‘quari? ":' r.-'”i i G

T Tt {2 o auy ofher
thne wenl i e
YLETE We saw  so1 a SECUT gkl
suitul g hard jb

: onEEea st dY Be .5l
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On the Makuri: River,, about thirty
miles in from. the Mountain  xoad, wo
saw.a mass of conglomerate; composed
of quartz and shells embedded, 1n,  the
rock. . The same conglomerate formas
tion.was noticed. ab the mouth; of - the
Onairo River on our return journey by
the coast, and also, I believo, the sama
formation .is. to .befound jat . Taupo.
With these exceptions, there was. .a
greab dearth of anything i the shape
of minerals or any valuable product of
natare, the .mass. ol the hills, being
composed of soft sandstone ;. and; the
beds of the small creel ;was. composed
of soflt saundstone boulders. ; L[ may
mention that on .the, Mangaolukn
River and on:some of the creeks, some
small seams. of: fine .blue .clay; were
found, very snitable for, pottery, works,

To summarise the.whole report; L
may;state jthat the first sixty .miles 1s
nndonbtedly a good line;for railway.
Starting . from the Patea Riverat the
Mountain ; Road, tle. line .would,;run
nearly due east for twelve miles, and from
thence up the Maknri River,over a low
watershed into the Mangaotoka Riger,
following this river to. its, source, .and,
over aunother .watershed, into, .2 triba-
tary of the, Wavnganoui Riyver, ; Againg
over another watershed, into, the W ai-
tara River, which if [ollowed iwould,,. I,
think, lead iuto the .watershed of, the
Mokan—a few, miles from the:Mokau,
River. itself; buat this, portion of the.
country will require a. thorongh. pros-
pecting to.find an easy route,,owing;to
the broken uwatare of the  country—

being - the ywatershed of the Mimi,

Tongaporutn, Waitara, Mokan, and’

Wanganui Rivers. . I am fally satisfied

that there:are, no, great difficulties in

the way: of a line being taken along,
the route I have. just wentioned,, and

“ii'.l!,i'i‘{h' you . will. find sketehed on. tbe:

plan accompanying. this report. I do

not profess.to have found the best line
of route, for,.my - instroctions  were.
siply .to report on the practicability-
of a line through tkis, so-called impass- !
sible _country ;. and I had no time to
prospect jat any diflicolt, places along.
the track.:. Bat .although I, can, see:
- Inany PlﬂFEﬁ:_r‘i‘iﬁhé'pa deviations would
be advisable, yet I do not think a.more,
succesful ‘line, of route will be found,
eyen after aicareful survey.

- I cannot conclude this repont without
expressing my utmost satisfaction, with
the conduct of the men wlio went with
me on, this expedition.  Cold, wet, apd
hnnger wore endured with cheerfulness.
My especial thauks are also due to Mr
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G, o). Robinson, to” whose energy 1
looking' after the food arrangegﬁ;n;
our success 10 reaching as far as we did
18 rnau}ly due—making himself ver
ugeful in trying to forward the wnri

and moreover carrying very heavy

londs himgelf to prevent stoppage of

work.
T have the honor to be, Sir,
Yoar obedient servant,

P. C. CHEAL.

T. Humphries, Esq,,
Chief Sarveyor,
New Plymonth.

RESERVING LAND FOR RECREA-
TION GROUND AND WATER

SUPPLY.

New Plymouth, June 8, 1879.

Sir,—In looking for a sol
of public land wit
tance from the town fo
grounds of a Lupatic Asylu
forced itself on WY notice
immediate viciniby ©
sclected, and which [

would be well consulted
balance of the reserve in
by Ordinance of the Proviocia

an endowment
rounds. The stream of

flows through the reserve M
impﬂunded and utilise
mentation of the gronnds,
the streets of
guishing fires, @
baths.

for puhlu: r

nd prﬂvidmg

table piece
hin a convenient dis-
r the site and
m, the fact
that in the
£ the site [ have

submit for your
Mount Herbert—thab
of the whole commanity
by making the
the vicinity,
| Council,
- recreation
water which
ight be
d for the orna-
for watering

New Pljrmnuth,, extin-
ing for public

paths could be made at small costs, and
several small sheets of water madé by
dams of an inexpensive character. Al-
S;’ﬂt?gh I propose to divert the purpose
1§ reserve from education to other
public purposes, [ do not think it would
be desirable to take it witbout giving
to tho educational establisment either a
money compensation to compensate for
the rent lost (£15), or to give by wa
of exchange, other provincial Tand /
3 nds of
equal valge ; but I thiok the oppor-
tanity should not be lost for securing
to the public of New Plymouth for all
time t_hesa grounds which are capable
of being made very beautiftl for re-
creation purposes, and the other public
services which I bave pamed. The
land is sitnated less than half-a-mile
from the centre of the town, and 1f
suitable patbs .nd -foot-bridges Wero
nade it woald be at once psed by 2
large section of the public oD holidays,
and by the various public organ-
1zations on special occasions—such 88
Tampiurs’ Fetes, Band of Hope, and
the various duunminutiuual schools for

the children’s annaal purties. Pro-
visionus could be easily made for making
of the

~om VvAarious parts
~m the Carrington
r. and Wake-

16 qccessible f
town, soch as ir

Road, from Liardet, Gove
field-streets. While these groands
" aft @ small

the streels,

prnviding for

plying water

prﬂitﬁut popu

o to confin® myself to the first-
ithin the

pubiic baths ; OI
for domesti® pur-

lation ; bub
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of the water when damned back would
be sufficiently high to flow to any part
of the town not higher than 70 feet
above the Huitoki River in Devon-
street. And thus an abundant supply
of water could be obtained at any time
if pipes were laid from the reservoir, to
the most densely built portion of the
town. Pablic 'baths are now getting
an urgent necessity, and facilities onght
to be' given for their promotion, and

nothing would tend more to do so than
a good and cheap supply of water. The
| financial part of the question I leave
for farther consideration: all that I
have at present to urgeis that the land (
he for ever secured to the public for

these necessary puplic purposes during

the present session of the Council.—I
have, &c.,

T KELLY,
His Honor the Superintendent.

Printed undor tho ﬁ.til-hurl

L
of Dﬁ!un-alrum, Ne

y of the Govornment of
w I’Irmuul.h, Prioter 1o ¢

B S

Ltho ]“ru"-
be Proviy

ince nfTuruunki,

: by W,
oial Govornmert y . J. Srrrennw,

for the Lime Loiug,




