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Mot. V) NEW PLYMOUTH, SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1857. [No. 11,
J—PR{)V INCIAL C(_‘}U_E{jfij_ laid before you. - They ha"ir{-; heen framed on as eco-

: nomical a scale as is consistent with efficiency. In

WeDNESDAY, 611 May, 1857, regard to the Harbor Department (which has been

HE Supermtendent ﬂpened the Fifth reduced) from the best evidence T have been enabled
Session of the Provincial Council atjto collect, it 1s cssential that two boats' crews be per-
the Couneil Chamber, at 2 o' clock p. M., manently continued, particularly with regard to the
and delivered the f(,110“ri11g due despatch of the Inter-Provincial Steam ers, which
ADDRESS. we may soon look for, and 1 am glad to add that
: ___|these boats’ crews will nearly maintain themselves ;
Mr Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Provincial|ILave, therefore, only to askfora Grant in aid of this
Council— Leriice: -
When I last addressed you in this Chamber I}
could have had no idea that an omission of a formal
nature connected with the Ordinance under which
you were assembled had oceurred and rendered your
constitution void. In my correspondence with the
General Government I endeavoured to avert the evil
of a fresh election, but a second appeal to the diffe-
rent constituencies was deemed unavoidable, and I
am happy to have this occasion of expressing the sa-
tisfaction 1 experience on finding that the Electors
received the appeal as one of form, and re_t_u_rm;d_the
same members without a contest. : '

The want of land still continues so Press-
ing, and the Natives themselves are so agitated on
the subject of the sale of it, that I have placed my-
self in correspondence with the General Government
with the view of obtaining the appointment of a Pro-
vincial Officer who shall be empowered to undertake
negotiations with the Natives, feeling assured that if
only as an experiment it must be a welcome change
to the present system, which prevents even willing
natives from selling. More than this however I am
fully persuaded that if the means and authority were
forthcoming, land might beobtained, and should the
Some little delay in convening you has|Neleon Gold Fields not considerably enhance the
occurred by two of your members  Who|price of potatoes (an article produced by the Natives
had accepted office resigning their seats in|with greater facility than by ourselyes) I confidently
the Council in terms of the Ordinance, this renderedirely on a considerable extension of valuable territory.
the issue of new writs necessary, and has resulted in|The correspondence referred to is not yet closed, and
the re.clection of the same gentlemen, whomiT have reason o hope that some understanding will
as Members of my Executive, 1 trust tolbe arrived at, which, if it do not literally amount to
see possess the confidence of this Council, for Ilacquiescence in the original proposition, will serve
need not say that without confidence in the Execu-lequally to promote the object in view, I may add
tive, the free and responsible Government we ROWithat a small but fine block of land was offered to the
enjoy, cannot be properly or advantageously carried|Government a few days since, but the offer is so
on. surrounded with difficulties that it hasnotbeen consi-
The difficulties already adverted to, which for/dered prudent to do more than report it to his Ex-
a time deprived me of the aid and authority of a cellency the Governor,
Council, obliged me to meet the current expenditure| In this state of  affairs, having regard
of the Province, since the Appropriation Act expired/to the scarcity of land and the possibility
on the 31st March last. The exigences of the ser-lof the Nelson Gold Fields withdrawing labour from
vice left me no alternative, and the expenditure re-|our market, in the event of inereasing inducement,
ferred to, is included in the Estimates which will bejit would seem unadvisable to expend the remaining




(38)

money in the hands of Messrs Willis & Co. in Im-
migration. On this subject papers will be laid be-
fore you shewing the expenditure on account of Im-

migrants by the ship Cashmere, and the balance of]
the original sum remitted to England, to the credit

of the Province.

Connected with land, as deriving its only
endowment from it, is the subject of Educa-
tion, which has engaged my serious attention for

of the Province, but dealing as it does with a variety
of private interests, I would recommend its provisions
to your serious consideration.

I find I have not been able in this
address to speak of ourselves apart from
the Natives, so intimately are we associated,
notwithstanding the difference of race. We have
happily witnessed the termination of the native strife
It was not carried on

without being drawn into it.
for upwards of two years without exciting those ap-
prehensions which the near approach of wild and
hostile tribes, seeking each others' lives, was sure
to ocecasion, and the Government, whilst it resolutely
declined to interfere in the feud, met our appeal by
despatching a powerfnl land Force from both points
of the Island to protect our neutrality, Since which
a feeling of security for life and property has been
uninterruptedly enjoyed, and should the Natives,
unhappily, at any future time be at variance, we
shall still feel we are sufficiently protected. For
this it will afford me the utmost pleasure to unite
with the Council in a formal expression of thanks
to His Excellency Colonel Wynyard, the Comman-
der of the Forces, to whom, whilst the Officer Ad-
ministering the Government, we now owe the pre-
sence of a Garrison in Taranaki,
GEORGE CUTFIELD,
Superintendent.

some time. As a preliminary and right step it
would be desirable to appoint an Education Board.
This would materially facilitate any legislative mea-
sure the Council might hereafter agree to upon the
subject. An equally necessary step appears to be
the revising of the Land Regulations, and the alter-
ing of the proportions of land now appropriated for
Educational purposes. The large quantities of land
now set apart defeat the scheme, the land not being
sufficiently valuable to form an endowment for pre-
sent usefulness.

The Rural lands in the Waiwakaiho and
Hua districts have already been offered to
the holders of original Suburban and Rural land
orders, under the provisions of the Aect of the Gene-
ral Assembly, and they are now ready to be offered
for purchase under the Land Regulations of the Pro-
vince, so soon as the Council shall approve of a No-
tice to that effect.

Bills on the following subjects will be laid be-
fore you:—

Annulling Town Sales

New Plymouth, 6th May, 1857.
NOTICE,

S pIopOiion Council Chamber
g;l}él R New Plymn:lth, May Tth, 1857.
Fencin UBJECT to the approval of the Pro-

vincial Council of the Province of New
Plymouth, I have appointed

Charge for Custody of Grants
American Blight
Impounding Amendment

I The Public Works Ordinance is of considerable Ricnarp Crinman

practical utility to the Provinece, but it/to be (_fler]{ of the Provincial Council,
has failed to fulfil the designs of its|/the appointment to date from the 6th
framers. I have deemed it expedient to makeRstant. -

E.L. HUMPHRIES,
Speaker.

such alterations respecting roads as may render it
more useful, by obliging an annual rate, which will
for the future prevent them from getting so seriously
out of repair. The Cart Bill will, I trust, receive
the serious consideration of the Council. It is
framed with the object of relieving the land from a
maximum rate by taxing (the carts and carriages
which really destroy the roads. I am in greathopes
that the Natives may in this way be induced to con-
tribute their quota towards the repairs of the high-
ways. The want of a law regulating fencing and
the apportionment of it between adjoining owners,
has been much felt. The fencing bill has been pre-
pared with a careful attention to the requirements

Provinecial Treasurer’s Office,
New Plymouth, 2nd May, 1857. :
IST of Persons to whom Licenses have P
been granted to act as Auctioneers for :
the year ending the 24th April, 1858 :—

Francts Urrarnory# Grepminsn, Mer-
chant, Town of New Plymouth.
ArexanpEr Kine, Auctioneer, Town of

New Plymouth,
ROBERT PARRIS,
Provincial Treasurer.
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