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GOV E ENT GAZETTE

n (PROVINCE OF NELSON)
Published by Juthoyity.

=" All notifications which appear n this Gazette with any Official Stgnature thereunto annexed are

WAL A MR i)

to be constdered as Official Communications made to those Persons to whom they may relate, and are to be

? obeyed accordingly.

EUGENE J OCONOR, Provincial Secretary.

—

KARAMEA BY THE PROVINCIAL SECRE-
TARY OF NELSON.

To his Honor the SUPERINTENDENT.

SIR,— '
I have the honor, for your informa-

tion and that of the Hon. Minister for Ll

ﬁtﬂgig?atinn to forward my report upon{About the same tm_le ? gﬂlizhiliﬁﬁ %1;}; =
the Karamea Special Settlement, together jalso to0k %M?Eteﬁgt was then made to
Wil & map efhubitng Ste e g E?l?’%lf {iim E:f ]1?0;& to connect with the more e

old land purchases, the Special Setﬂ{fﬂ.?lﬂﬂlﬂf
reserve, and various other features of the
locality, together with roads, fll‘Elff_}l{H: anc
other works constructed by the settlers.

e P—

Tar Karamza is a low-lying um_-hﬂmmngb
tract of country, shelving towards tho ﬁ?ﬁr
to a sandy open beach, on all o J.T

sides it is surrounded by steep ]“”_f ﬂi“u{'r
mountainous country. 1t ﬂ””mmfﬁ 0] .Hf.-m '[_I
60,000 acrog of land ayailable for AgHC
tural and pastoral pursuils, Ef‘-'l"“":rf1”'11.-151{:&].{]{1
swamps, but the greater partheavily -“_; g
with rata, black, red, and white pino; o :(,1-;
and pukatea. It is drained by :hw{ ll: Tt
all gufficient to m]mitveHH_ulH of lig] ljl::.:l ulrzt]{-ltﬁnm:
the principal river being Ifhﬂ [I] o Wesb
which as a harbor is Hﬂﬂr“f”l_ 2 L{:U being
Coast, only tothe Buller, the Gllt]jjgll' ab high
straight, and the depth on r,“m
water rancing from 10 to 15

feot,

1{ order o facilitate tra

place at Nelson, where some 1,200 acres ]Df
choice land mostly situated upon the banks
of the Karamea were sold in lots of from 5
to 100 acres. £1000 was realised by this
sale, at which 57 persons purchased, not
one of whom ever settled upon t-h?‘}an_al,
or since made any attempt %o utilise 1t.

the West Coast m
fic and ensure provi-
sions, butthe H’ttEITLPLB11'1;?{5&153::-rﬁ? JLDOH"}E

5 - : T ] j PN, &
1-.:351;1{:5& - Ehmh?al:l{f)lnbtw;11 the I\.Io]{i_lchium -:u_u{.t
oould D& IARTE . . The difficulty of
Listla w*mgi:;;lit}rltc];\ﬁ:w:;ulm very &'l‘t‘-‘thh*t’hﬂﬂ

tatrino V15104 ! : o &
ua wintor appronchid the Jiggets yers S0

ollod to leave en Msse [-L‘-.‘ ay uu‘ L:I-t ) 1 m:
]1-1 fow roturned to wor . the blac < Tl;u:tti*
'.it'-.hu 1hﬂi'i-ﬂllr and at the tuno {'hjj Hl:mﬁlaﬂ‘.w:ﬂ
]inunl'. WS gommenoed foud pk:g :h'mr\’
e Ump.l“}rud, leading & Iim-.l:: :mlh' ww
onobonous existenoe, t‘l.ll‘L-l‘L“JUL-‘..Lb.‘I_L. AL Sl
monot . ohed for provisions, ‘:.ﬂm.h they
."‘,”.UE.I 'l“”mm.lhr and conveyed from West-
lmt,il'ullm ihﬁumll bonts during fine weather.
Ilm'tli‘lﬂl:r::l the shoxt H"”t“h__ll im‘:;llﬁl‘:'fﬂﬂi:g
l.hﬁ Karamog, the reasons that woulc o

‘ ' g speeinl settlement
for the ostablishment of o spec

populous districts on

Reasons for
choosing it
for Special

Settlement.

VOL. XXYV. NELSON, WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 1876. No. 20.
REPORT ON THE SPECIAL SETTLEMNT A_hT As early-as 1866, some attempt was ma,d:.? _ﬁi?&“:t :
at settlement, and in 1867 a land sale took settlement.
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NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZEITE. "

there will be apparent, viz. :—The extent of
land available; the border of auriferous
country, and the object of rendering s
valuablo tract of land accessible by road
works. Probably the task would have been
much easier to accomplish if solely keeping
these objects of settlement and public
works in view, the Provincial Government
had been allowed to select the fittest persons
for the work, irrespective of the date of
arrival in New Zealand.

On the 27th of November, 1874, the first
settlers, immigrants and new arrivals, landed
at Karamea. The land reserved for the
settlement was upon the southern bank
of the river, but separated from it by land
formerly sold. This reserve is situnated
upon a terrace or plateau about 200 feet
above sea level. The land nearest the river
1s mostly of good quality, but further from
the river 1t becomes poorer, peaty, and
Lightly timbered, all the best land being
heavily timbered with a thick matted under-
growth, in which the supple jack predomai-
nates. As a sufficient quantity of land was
not reserved or available on the south side,
another special settlement reserve was made
upon the north side of the river, but also|
separated from 1t by the old land purchases.
The land on the northern side is of good
quality, although some will require draining,
as 1t 1s low and flat. |

The settlers upon their arrival were
allotted sections, upon which they went to
work “¢learing and building. - As might be
supposed, they were generally deficient, not
only in tools and domestic utensils, but
many were absolutely without necessary
clothing ; therefore, to supply an outfit
necessitated an advance, which varied
according to the family, from £40 to £70.
Against this advance some security was
held in the improvements effected upon the
land. It is gratifying to note that with
few exceptions those advances have been
honorably repaid.

Sixty-eight houses have been erected,
many of them are quite comfortable, and
some have additional outhouses. The clear-
ngs, in various stages of advancement,
amount altogether to about 400 acres, and
a good road one chain in width, with sub-
stantial bridges and culverts, where required,
has been made through the settlement.

In consequence of the extremely wet
season of 1875, and the insufficient pre-
paration of the soil, most of the early crop of
potatoes failed. This crop being the settlers
main dependence, the failure was deemed g,

great misfortune, although up to the present
1t has afforded a sufficient supply, To pre-
vent such failure in the future, each settler
will have a small section of land of drier gnd
lighter quality,
i r"'.; . e -~ a Al ! ;
Jf;;]Jr]}.um:;:uL:Ll patches of wheat, maize
and other grain, of green crops. of neaa.
gk T‘J. 11, of green crops, of peas,
~o R and hops, were tried with varied, hut
I.’JI]l the whole encouraging rosults. ‘I'he liop
pJ anvs were remarkably luxuriant : noy WAL
! O < | o qmr RN | K ; | 4
the settlement without its monster pumplin
: e A A g bk
?WIIL Vi LLr.ntthlf.}"'r‘i"iJ there last soeason which |
E]JH W{_‘}l‘.| - 1 o s 0y i T
exhibiting, and almost deserved

fof

immortolising in nowspaper paragraphg.

A number of fruibt trees and vines have

boon distributed, and they seem to thrive

and promise well. [rom this and other
ovidence of tho fertility of the soil, 1t 18 not ﬂ:ﬂg‘”* pIGe
unrensonable to conclude that in the future markets |
the produets of this settlement will be equal

in variety and quality to those even of the

most favored districts in the Colony, while

the cloge proximity of the West Coast

markets will always engure a ready sale for

the surplug produce.

Ninety head of cattle, about a hundred Tive stock,
pigs, and an abundant supply of poulfry |
represent the imported live stock, which i
would have been much more numerous but
for the cost and difficulty attending ship-
ment, the steamer latterly not calling more
than once 1 six weeks or two months. At
present over forty head, mostly dairy cattle,
awalt shipment. '

From the first of the settlement it was sorexees.
found necessary to establish a Government ine.
store, which has been locally under the con-

trol of the overseer, and under the care of a
storekeeper. Although the store has en-

talled constant supervision and a vast deal

of extra trouble and anxiety, in practice

1t has been found extremely useful in pre-

venting extravagance, securing supplies

at a low price, and preventing the surrepti-

tious sale of intoxicating drinks, which, if Temperance
once allowed, would have raised numerous
difficulties. It remains a source of con-
gratulation’ that mno disturbances have

taken place as yet at the Karamea, nor has Police not
police intervention been required. et

The settlers in the aggregate appear fully cnuractor
equal to the average population of other of settlers.
localities in the Colony. Still, it must be
said that there are some there, as in most
other communities, whose absence would be
an advantage ; there are also a few con-
stitutionally unfit for a rough and arduous
life. Notwithstanding the exceptions above
noted, the accumulation of private property,
as well as the quantity of public work com-
pleted, bears testimony to general imdustry
and t-l}rift, which 18 the more remarkable
when it is remembered that the 1mmigrants
were taken almost promiscuously from
shipboard without previous experience or
training to qualify them for the work.

A liberal allowance of time was given to
each setller to build and to make his famly First at-
comfortable, then all were required to com- f«;ﬂf wtfurﬁlf.
mence the public works by making the roads
through the settlement. With some tuition
they succeeded in ‘completing road work,
culverts, and bridges that will bear favorable
comparison as to workmanship and cost
with similar works elsewhore—the work in
almost all cases being done as piece work
day work having been found "\"U.l‘.}-"-lll.l.tHLi{jLLbli.}f
; '.J?.Ei?lt,]ﬂ.z't,l works, including the evection of :
110 VoY \ 1GST : T rachi 0
(_hi'x-’ut': 1{1}:::';:_lil}1:-..'11;;:311'1»,:“1:'lLli,{i“”fl:i-\,: lhltwltlll:% -th‘ Ef]fﬁtrﬁ}jdlmqftlllt

| P Jay L1 & PCClLL thus buildings.
completed, attention was next directed with
considerable anxiety to the outlying road
n bended to connect the Hul;i-'luulmi with
Nelson on one side and Westport on the

T
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Unwilling-
ness of set-
tlers,

\bab]y be open about the end of July, 1876.

Education,

Succesg  of
settlement,

Necepgity
bor furtla T

“ploym'nt
UL Bettlers,

T'wo parties, heas
ence, have been
able lines of 1 |
iy of road, but 1§08 To R e
result does not hojg el N8 present the

Y leaders of exnap:
o I8 of expori-
detailed to cXplore for Lllﬂh

S T : v hope of
10 finding g divant e - . Pe of gucceys
8 adireet road to Nelson, A !Jm{[l{rﬂ

g i e el },"

cable] me was found ebw
and Mohikinui, but it soon |
i_l_“%{. “ritlf ot . 0 became
1t Within reasonable expenditn: it
ot CLossing tha cm e 1o Pelidibure, and with-
- Pes NE e snow line, the onlv availel
road to Nelson must brrihl -' “-'? Wb
the Heaphy river .thmJl rli D.llg‘.t.lm a0
valley over the Salichie )y the Heaphy
e Salisbury open, down the
Aorere valley, and by way of Collingwood ¢
Nelsoi. il
The available * ‘
. .f--blp labox was directed fo the
1; works from Little Wanganui 4o Mohi-
kimui 5 but here difficulty was experienced by
the 1111‘1’%-’?11111@11&58 of some of the settlers to
leave their homes at Karames,. Many of them
upon the most frivolous pretext left work
Efﬂild much time was lost, until stringent
rules were put in force, compelling those
who were in debt o remain constantly at
work, or have their eredit stopped at the
store. Thetrackiswelllaid out, and with good
gradients, though several heavy rock cut-
tings have been made. It is taken through
a country of limestone formation, which,
althongh hilly, appears to be of good quality,
even to the hill tops. The track will pro-

apparent,

The education of the children has not been
entirely neglected, a school having been
opened upon the terrace, and established
about twelve months, attended by about 40
children, with good wresults. No school
building has yet been provided, although
very much required, and as the settlement
18 oo small to support two sechools, 1t would
be desirable to provide one 1n a central
position, so as to secure attendance irom

both sides of the river.
From the foregoing may be gathered how
far success has attended the works entered
upon ab Karamea. The great object ot
planting a settlement in the hitherto nac-
cessible wilderness has been accomplished
by the location of seventy families, and
although another year may elapse before all
these can safely depend upon the produce {Jij
the land to supply their wants, the mm::_m?t
of extranecous employment necessary 1l futm‘ e
need not be very large. At one time Fliﬂ“?:
was a prospect of t-hﬂ'{ast;],h.hﬁhnmnt of ..‘:iL:'ﬁ'
. S * 11 Y ey R : ( 1 . 7oy
mills at Karamea ; this 'wnul] Ilﬂ_ﬂ’ﬂ Iﬂ'if {'.‘111
all the employment required, bn:L l-l_uf:s fa lll
the value of sawn timber has LB.]UPDMF-TW]}}
checked enterprise 1 that L[Ll.'m}fjif_}?:_l.*i :f- !ﬁ
number of persons engaged 1 MINWS =
Karameh has increased, and probably H-ntl-;l
of the settlers will presently H“_l."].‘1‘3-]'[“”?? [_ m
veturns from their land by this '“_ld.uhllt:i:j
but for the next year BSOIMC rﬂH11‘31'11}21}111121;‘}%{]
ment will be required ﬁHl}”“”‘_'“-‘*’r 11:'.}3%' |
who have to ]Jru'vj{lul.l"iiil.‘ hh*'H'f’ h“,]:]12_(1'11*;”1['}?
Reproductive public will'“? 1[LII1{1H disbrict
required in many parts. [-jl s hoon dono
where comparabively 11{,1[..1”?1{4‘ A ort, and i |
to connect the interior With _“IL: ¢ ls, which|
addition to tho gottlement “mij hlulu%l; Lwo
shonld be continued, there &ro & L

een Little Wanganui

RNMENT GAZETTE,

| 'With. ag litt]e ¢
| brack fy
to \ '

|T _}Hm quartz reefs,
Ilnl.r}.h; the other bejne
_I.lm coast traclk
f [{_‘.E"T‘.}]}I_}F,
0 Coliimeswane
: ) _}.l_uljingwum_l'
)0 sufficient
fmvm‘l'i_mfmf;

from the Karam e i

have aly |
nave already commenced it
ﬂ.'”:{-l ¥y 4 | v & ir—' . 2 :r.ll
o .ﬂmh 1 will take £2500 to complete
~1e necessity for the track is show

one pownd per ton per mile.
all these difficulties the reefs are slowly pro-

want of provisions.

through communication would be a great
boon to the farmers in the Collinoewood,
Takaka, and Motueka districts, as well as to
consumers on the West Coast, for on the
one side farmers complain that they find no
market for their stock, and on the other
great difficulties are experienced in conse-
quence of the very high price of meat; but
‘apart from this consideration, the addition
to the public estate by rendering available
the Heaphy Valley would amply warrant the
outlay, which for a sufficient -cattle track

Up to the 81st of May the expenditure
and Uabilities of the settlement have been
as follows :(—

Advances from the General Government,

(disbursed as per returns) oo £10,200
Liability for stores and freight i 1,000
Due to settlers for work done s 760
Aceruing due to settlers for contraet work ‘

incomplete .. s s 640

£12,600

No explanation will be needed, except
perhaps for the latter item, which repre-
sents the amount that will be due when
contracts now in hand on the Mohikinu
track are completed.  The two 1:‘;5'[::-:2* ltems,
amounting to £1,400, will be required Lrue-
diately, to enable settlers to take up their

leases, and to purchase seed and cattle.

Direct resulb of outlay—

b L

16 miles Mohikinui road ‘__E.E:]ﬁ

5 miles settlement road. . ; iil:h

Other roads, tracks, ditehing, &0. .. | ]-Lﬁ-}
| :

Txplorations and surve; 9 900

Balance due by sebtlers.. g e

. ( 3 . e .l

'Wf;u'l{iug stook u,n..ll 5-..‘.';1&.1-5 1.L_‘L hEULL.b > )

Pagsages of immigrants to pors of 500

- L = : . '
wghinabion " ¥

ﬂlL I.FI.H,]'

Subsidy to steamor
£ ll:‘r._“._";;:]

The amount due by settlers is Jwrg -.*_-;fgt
(luﬁ'11 ab €990, but when the works now in
hand have beon completed, pmlmml}- Il-ll_ﬂut
tho end of uly, 1 m;pﬂrt-1t to sec l1u‘:| item
roduced to about £360), ;. I'he stoglk W l,ll S50
bo reduced [H.‘ulnﬂ_ﬂy (o ,L'TLII:], ?‘,‘\- 1[111 T_@:gm.q s
tho sum of £600 disbursed in forwarding im-

migrants (o thetr

1 of paramount -
worlks in the nei ghb_ﬂrlnmtl U%L-Iﬁyﬁﬁt]{m'hukun
portance, which really shoulc

unfadir to saddle this expenditure upon the
ol

dalishury’s Open, and the Aorere,

chat . r.!]ss.hri{:t while endeavoring to convey
Provisions and machinery over the {!_:mrr.m*m;ﬂ
falls androcks of the Mohikinui—a work that
can be attempted only in fine weath er, ﬂmi
then so fraught with risk that the freight ig
Notwithstanding

107

ool lelay ag possible, One ig the Track to
M the mouth of the Mohikinui river

a distance of twelve
¢ the continuation of

Tao Nelgon,
i

. Of the former work it will
0 say that the Provineial

7

: | | g i}'ﬁf the
1]- f qr : " 3 i J -+
lany valuable lives loat by the pioneers o

f

gressing, although occasionally a run of bad
weather compels all the miners to leave for
The coast track is also
a most essential work, and as a means of

would not exceed £5000. -

Cost of set-
tlement.

Direct
result.

Passnges of

dostination, 1t seems to me immigrants.

fquartz reefls
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and con-
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Printed under the authori iy of the lJI't};u’-]l’J d

NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

advance for setthing immigrants upon the
land, Dbecause as it veally forms part ol
their passage monoy, and such oxpendi-
ture has been 80 treated in other ecases,
therefore I submit that @ rofund of that
stom should be made to the advance account.
I have also treated separately the steamer’s
subsidy for mail service, &c., on the ground
that this cannot properly be charged solely
acainst the special settlement. Liooking at
the direct rvesult of the expenditure here
dealt with, we find a surplus on the side of
assots. This arises from the margin of
profit left on the small percentage charged
in the store to cover freight and charges.

The advantages resulting from the
establishment of the special settlement may
be shortly summarised :—Public works, to the
value of the money spent; land taken up under
special settlement, 4000 acres; 70 families
provided with homes, and improvements
made by them on their lands to the
value of £5,000. It is worth noticing as an
additional result, indicative of what will
follow, that 1497 acres have already been
taken up by thirteen persons outside the
special settlement. In considering this, 1
cannot help wishing that the large sums
spent in this Province in public works
during the past three years had been pro-
ductive to a like degree. If they had
been so, then, putting that expenditure at
£250,000, our population would now have
increased by about 6000, and 1400 families
would have been enabled to make homes for
themselves, and would have added to the
wealth of the Colony £100,000 by their
industry in permanent improvements upon
land taken into occupation.

Although taking this view, I am quite
aware that so marked a result is not
to be expected, particularly as much
of the last-mentioned expenditure was
made to gamm other results, perhaps
equally desirable. Still, I must express
my conviction that a great extent of bush
land on the West Coast of this Province
cannot be settled for years in any other way
than by combining public works with settle-
ment, 50 as to enable working men to make

auro of sufficient employment to aggist them

in supporbing their families while making a,

home. Any work set aside for such a purpose

should bo extended over three years, and

should amountper family according to cireum-

sbancos, from £100 to £200. 1 foel sure,

from applications asking to join the gettle-

ment at Karamoa, that there are hundreds

in this Provinee, song of the old settlers, or
men who on the goldfields have borne the

heat and burden of the day, and consequently
have stronger elaims upon the country than
new’arrivals, would be oxtromely thankful for
quch an opportunily of providing for their
families. Many of these are now compelled,
in order to obtain employment, o live in
town where employment not being constant,
much of their time is lost. The highest
vosult & man so situated ean expect, is that
he will be able to feed and clothe his family
and pay hisrent. Certainly another advan-
tage highly prized is extended to him by the
liberal provision made by the State for
oeducation, but while enabling working men
to form settlements upon the land in con-
nection with public works, education might
still be provided for, and, I repeat, a great
boon thus extended to many who, no matter
how industrious or hard working, may never
have the means of taking land and making
a home upon it. I am also convinced that
as an investment for capital. clearing the
heavy bush land upon the West Coast will
not pay, and that the only way to clear

‘away this useless bush and establish in its

place productive settlements and homes for
the people, is to extend to a certain number
yearly the advantages bestowed by the com-
bination of public works and settlement.
In doing so no doubt the experience already
gained will be of some advantage, but i the

main if the people are of the right class, and
the land good, the management will be poor

indeed if success be not achieved.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

BEUGENE O'CONOR,

cinl Government, by Tuerm ] 1
Ptk 0o paes o ety 3 GO and Conring
ters for the time being to the said Government.

Provincial Secretary.
June 30, 1876,
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Waimea-street, Nelson,
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