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YHE following Report and Returns are published
for general information,

FEuveene O'ConNor,
Provincial Secretary,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR OF PUBLIC
SCHOOLS,

To rar CEAarRMAN oF THE (rNTRAL BoanrD oF IZDUOATION.

Sir,—A considerable addition has been made, during the
pagt year, to the number of e¢hildren attending our Provineial
8choolg, the Returne for 1875 showing o total of 4369 scholars
againet 8833 in 1874, an increase of 630. : )

Bight new schools have also heen opened, all of which are
subgidiged, and are outside of education distriets, seven being
on the West Const, ¥

I_[.'I}lfj ]5““}1] hag also ][]]flﬁ]‘t'“]“”l Lo H]r.".'ﬂ HHIIHH“[]H I.-;{‘-I' 11
school at the Karamea, and to a second sehool atb !hmtltuui
There are at present 68 schoolg partly or wholly mainfained
]'Jj,.! o Bt S ample has been the provision tor oduontion
lately made in the outlying distriets, that I uu-ulnul, BOO 1MOTo
then one neighborhood—Totara flat, in the Grey VYalloy
where a well.founded elaim for an additional H.{:lkmril ean bo
made out during the next twelve months, In several instancos,
indeed, as at Waipuna and No Town, t-h_ﬂ Board has Hlli![u]-l‘i:-ml
such mere slkeletons of schools, that it iuzumlmm i tlll_q:HLhL}zl
whether the conditions insisted on are sufliciently gtringent
a8 regards numbers. In both of these cases, however, the

inhabitante have themselves made great sacrifices, and have
contributed largely in the shape of huil_ahngh:. The gl*uutlly
increased attendance at Westport and [‘lu‘s’l}ll—l’l:m.i_l will
necessitate additions being made to the school buildings at

those places.

It is difficult for a reader who has no special knowladge of
the subject to extract and combine the information scattered
through the accompanying detailed reports of each school so as
to get any distinct idea of the general result. I have, therefore,
subjoined a summary that will help those inferested in educa-
tion to form a definite opinion as to the manner in which
each branch of an elementary education is being tanght in onr
Provineial schools, considered as a whole. The importanst
subjects of Attendance and Discipline are also freated of
separately.

Reading.—Although I have this year fixed the standard
of good reading if any thing somewhat higher than formerly, I
am able to record 124 more good readers than in 1874,
Special attention has, indeed, been dirvected to this subject by
vavions means, among which I include the reading prizes
offered by the Boaxd. These have certainly stimulated good
reading in the upper olasses. Much more might be achieved,
however, if parents would but second the efforts of teachers by
encouraging their children to read aloud at home more than
they do, I find that a large proportion of owr scholars never
open a book out of school, It is obvious that the reading of
two or three sentences at most twice daily—which is as much
g o be done 1 our ].tl,l';_{n.‘l sohools—i1s not, ot 'Ltb;.ﬂ]_[', E'llu.Jngh
to ensure proficiengy in an art in which excellence can be
abtained only by constant praotice.

Waeiting.—'I'ho number of good writers i1s about the same
as last year. This branch is usually well taught. I found
oavelossly written and ill-kept copy-books in not more than
half-a-dozen of our schools. In many schools the penman-
ghip may be termed excellent, when the age of the scholars is
mm:-aEElunuL ln,lm glad L+:Tl see that the practice of writing in
uﬁ:u!'mrsu-iumlm 18 menumg More ComimnLon., Maw of our
Loachors now tbijbutu.pp bo ta.jamh any other subject during
the writing lesson, W!Iluh receives, as it undoubtedly requires,
bl umlwulml‘ wbbontion of the master or mistress.

;l-a'éf{a.-m:turn Tlltb‘ftlllg reason to suspect that much of the
| arithmetlo, especially in the upper classes, was too ambitious,
| and far from accurate, I have this year tested our schools by a set

of papers divided into four grades. The teachers were allowed to
distribute these according to their own estimate of their scholars’
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The proportion of passes in the first two grades wi

catisfactory. though there were several conspicuous

which are recorded in the special re
proficiengy in arithmetic 1s not only of great
itself. but is also eapable of being more accurately g
are any of the other branches taught in primary schools, I
have thought it worth while to append & list 1]1&3:}11;; 1n fiil‘flﬂl'
of merit the 18 schools that stand highest in nnthme_’ﬁlﬂ,_ as
ascertained by my last examination.  In making out this list,
recard has been paid, not only to the number of passes, bub
to the average number of sums worked correctly in each class.
Other elements, such as the relative numbers present, have
also been taken into account.
1st. Bridge-street Boys (Ist Division). 2nd. 8t. Mary's
Girls (1st Division). 8rd. St. Mary’s Boys. 4th. Haven-road
(1st Division). 5th. Hardy-street Girls (1st Division). 6th.
Motueka (1st Division). 7th. Hope. 8th. Cobden. 9th.
Richmond Boys. 10th. Lower Moutere. 11th. Spring Grove.
12th. Stoke. 13th. Westport. 14th. Brunnerton. 15th.
Lower Wakefield (1st Division). 16th. Hampden-street (1st
Division). 17th. Richmond Givls. 18th. Waimea West
Village.
Grammar.—Much of the time that was formerly wasted
in learning by heart dry rules—ausually ill-understood, and
almost invariably misapplied in practice—is now more profi-
tably devoted to teaching the elements of composition. In
most of our sechools letter writing is regularly practised, and
in the best schools the upper classes can reproduce very fairly
n writing the substance of the day’s lesson. They can also
parse a sentence intelligently. This is quite as much as
ought to be expected. The school life of the children is, as a
rule, too short to allow of much attention being paid to word-
{’L:.,]-:a-jec:tmg. It is as much as our teachers can do to get their
scholars o put together easy sentences, without violating the
few plain rules of grammar that may be taught without over-
burdening the memory. _
~ Geography.—I1 begin fo despair of seeing this subject
i’ilfiliﬂzgé LSE?E ?Uur schools are .supp]ied, not only with
Ty stly wall-maps, but with hundreds of excellent
E’”?"Sﬁﬁ for the use of the more advanced classes. ' Text books
:1.: ] ::],J s ctl]i ?{1115211] T;sg;aﬁiidi?mlp-l&’ '{?”tﬁ*in FEH times ag much
But, as a rule, the most f:r,:lv E is:[ﬂ -{listlmlltﬂ1 Tkhany ghimt,
1it116 of Geooranhe. ard bt poel, senolars really know very
eography, and that little is, practically. al ,
less. The inveterate fault of teache - R A d
seems to be this :—tlizti; the = Lﬂiﬂtlm-rﬁ- of ElEI:[lEHta,r}r schools
of details, at the expense ::-j:?? t{']];ui}?g ii{‘:l‘”ﬁ ?:'1 minute ].{xmwlbedge
:]‘:“?E_ of }-J:r‘p'i'lrr_;rtiml shown in the Tﬁmm][;;n;ll Iiﬁqi,}:;ec[{}ﬁiiﬂl’:?
Ll 18 worth learning by heart il e i o
may 'lju: written d-:}wnﬁjnI?Fa]lrfi:fgjlr} th{:eléltmi? ufm?jai;the E-‘ér . G]ld
—with oral lessons hafora £1 e o ! LOLsCaAp. w0 mueh
asked for - L?;EIEH };tlif"]];;rjflllgbtl]l]lrn.nl—ﬂlll glve more than I evey
only fair to mention that in ;i'rm:tl'l ] m’i’j e kD
the geography of New Tl -;j; ;:{:f}i} S some knowledge of
acqnired by childyen wlho i]lt Efncllrli ustralia hag lately been
S past wasted mueh time in
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; : s digoipline of our schools hes beon «
yiseipline.—The digeip AR : _ n gt
{m.i'!'mw{lig for soveral years. I:r..l nine cases ‘out of ten T%.rlll.‘i'
' d lenve school in an orderly and TEH’]“'M}EH
“Ctin

ildren enter amn i
::11111[: E?nur. Tn a small proportion of our schools—buf g Propop
bion that is yenrly bocoming largor—the classes approe,
Tog]ly

lonvo the magber’s deglk with a military precision “thag
gnuves muoh time, bumdgg b ng uthm._wme benefieig] Copyin,
from one another, which, not many years ago, wag hﬁ:ﬁ“y
yogarded by the ﬁh}lﬂ]‘ﬂﬂ a4 nn -:}J'_tfr;m{:-tij ab all, is NOW Compgyq.
fivoly rorve, especinlly ﬂ*m””f%' I-}m-t f”ff By and ig genery|]
recognised ns being dmgmm:f}l . But far too much balking {g
in some of our best schools. Tt {g e E&Ha

atill nllowed, even : 0
to lay down general rule on thig subject, but T am Inclingg

to think that during pe;rfmin kinds of work, such g leagt g4
writing and arithmetic, absolute silence might be enforeg(]
without the exercise of undue geverity. Mr. Petrie, one of the
Inspectors for Otago, goes even further than this, giving il;'q,i
his opinion * that absolute silence should always ang E‘ver}
where be insisted on in the school-room.” Corporal punish.
ment, so far as I can ascertain, 1s neither frequent ﬁ::u:
| excessive in the Nelson schools, hence I learn with regret thag
it has been altogether prohibited by several Local Committee,
A diseretionary power might, I think, be safely entrusteq o
any master who is fit to be in the service at all. TUpgy,
severity is not likely, for many reasons, to become a common
fault in our system of discipline, the chief danger lying in
quite an opposite direction, . 2
Attendance and Holidays.—While reporting favorably of
the condition of the Provineial Schools in several repects T
wish it to be distinetly understood that these expressiong 1{;.f
satisfaction are subject to cerfain very important reservations.
All that I intend to econvey in the foregoing review is that ouy
teachers, as a body, do quite as much as can fairly be expected
of them under the unfavorable conditions to which they are
subjected. The greatest drawback to the complete snceess of
onr schools is, without question, the low rate of attendance,
To put it plainly, during the past year the children, one with
another, have absented themselves from school every third
day, the absentees amounting to 34 per cent. of the whole,
Nor is this all. © In addition to the usual holidays at the close
of each half-year, and the weekly Saturday’s holiday, occasional
holidays are becoming so frequent that several schools have
fallen short of the 'moderate quota of 212 school days in the
year expected by the Board. In the quarter ending March 31,
1875, sixteen schools did not exceed, while some fell far short
of an attendance of 44 days. If 84 per cent. be deducted for
Irregular attendance, there will remain no more than 29 days
of five hours each, or 145 hours of actual school work during
the quarter. As comparatively few of our scholars have home
lessons, the shortness of the time spent in school is all the
more deplorable. -I have had the curiosity to note down a fow
?xftgﬁ ET?HEEE]' given for interrupting the school routine—an
i iEPtLGH -Imt 1s felt more or less as the teachers inform
: ¢ shape of an increased irregularity of attendance
during the remainder of the week in which the holiday is
i;ﬁ?}ﬁug?ﬁ sf::fl'muls are constantly being elosed it seems for
ball orien ]g reasons, among others—because a match at foot-
. cric et 1s to be played in the neighborhood (not by the
sgi:flals .the:_maelm, but by strangers), or because a volunteer
lﬂi-gg%i :]:] :‘E}ﬁﬁplﬁul}&ﬁe 1s To take place a dozen miles off. A
holdase Lowoion of the teachers regard these occasional
lolidays with extreme disfavor. as ix 55 thev entail
Btarlon v oy as I many cases they enta
'y 1088, and in all an increase of trouble.

i Town Somoors.
Hﬂhﬂﬂ]_: Lfﬂflz{:f"ﬂim f:‘*}ﬂgjs? Ist Division.—Mr, Smith (45).—This
master who has tlﬂt—ﬁ}s.ultl:f lost the valuable services of the
passed an exeellont ik _ltl 1t 80 officiently for eleven years,
bure, The ﬁ-l‘ithmut?é 11:1:1.1.1}n,t1911 tmmediately before his dEl*PT-il-
teaching, but the hoys 'E'T’1 as usual, the strong point ol 6110
good uiuhsu'ﬁahmulinlf h't[lut well in every other respect. Th?
scholars, an Hmlm-g? 1}!1 g‘nwavzulml _l}m‘.wauu .u_m:-ztur_ !1-111.
Wwith the “-m-“I.m]‘,bf”;?:}?'%‘{_ ?1“?}!1 was l-ﬂlfldﬁllt-l}' nob 1uuuuﬁlﬂ-g‘-ﬂt
l{mLI'[;'_L‘ I;L this school. strict diseipline, was a very pleasing
MU e Ntmant « i R g
assi Hl;H.llL"TH[;];_{iE_.r}i“;ﬁ:’;ﬁil}{"%f"f-ﬁiﬂr.i.-—."ﬁ’.['l'. Sadd, My, Burn (late)
]:Inu'n-’lm[;,;u g n-zmlil-w,r g5 _.[‘ }lijll here are so taunght that then
Wade of the ANSWors rf"_l % ’.l"’-‘* I was struck with the promp:
History, g }.:;[HLLH;il{:!yf“ to my questions on Geography and
ol the lower ¢lasgag o .tr.lm”ll-ﬂlm'lt, I8 clear and distinot, thab
improved, [ III}LJiLL;ml llli., Lwas last yepr very bad, being mueh
‘”“Ll'*}-m.ﬂimw}r ]m[n-:{ 3 11{11‘»'{-}3..{:1: that in these classes suclh
o abitind 1,1 thag the ey K02 to make the boys sound
r iyt § - T O AT * : T
m{:i.}flfﬂtruglllltllli.{ With that Il-}tl;l?.L i;;l}l[‘illﬂrf:':lﬁ was thrown ulmln
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18 80 good that it might well bo taken ne .
others ot omr Lown schools, M a8 n,
Hampden-street.—My S o Rk |

ant (81). ! T wm“””ﬁ’i:f T}]:tr:h.:,l,l .Mm-ﬂ J?nlms-.nn (Inte) nsist
- — 4 ¢ 1rst N .‘J'!{‘.HIH] t':]n,,q_c:_i-,:q |“L”, T
fair, that of the vest of the school indifferent, The writi )
except that of the first clasg, ia slovenly, Avi o
i T v T Ny PR F (R e
I.:*::"}]};j;f_]i.l[l \1T,f:][-‘~|:]‘l|'1qir]IJJFH {';“ﬁ l'r‘].iilmg{\ to pass in the sbandard .!'Fm-'-"r
] bhe children know anvthing of either

Hm}"q.[’.ﬂ'l}h;’r or grammar. The dictation of oven !.hr:HHr-Jl .t'|'1.*-:ut'
18 exceedingly faulty—the averngoe number of mistakes rlﬂrlwlt:ll;f;
a pagsage of half-p-dozen lines being five. (At a :-:lnm.lll nlnri
l'n.li'.hr*r backward comntry school—Taknka Ahe i ey it
mistakes made by the fivst class in the same niece averaged 1.)
I found the scholars, ns usual, exceedingly noisy. ’I’hﬂr}; have
not, apparently, the faintest notion of what working silently
really means, t sllently
.I'Trr-r~.e‘j:e..;'rwui'._—---'."u'[i.‘ Y I Hodgson, Miss Dement and Miss
]%111*}.15 assistants (184.)—Although this school has lost aronnd
during the long illness of its master, especially in reading and
writing. 1 found that in several respeots it sbill takes a fulrf:-
most place among our schools, In arithmetic especially, very
few sehools have obtained such good results, the children af
Haven road being unsurpassed in point of aocuraecy, 6 only out

" = ¥ . . . ; i 1 L]
of 80 scholars present in the four first classes having failed to

model by some

pass in their respeotive standards. The dictation of the upper |

classes was, also, nearly faultless. The lower division, under
ﬂ_m care of Miss Burns, was well taught and well disciplined.
The numbers present during my examination—giving more
t];:m 60 scholars to each teacher—were not only far in excess
gi{g;hﬂ teaching power, but in excess of the sehool accommoda.-

] Hﬂ-?‘ﬂ’.y:strﬁ*m‘. ¢ Ist Division.—Mrs Sait, Miss Witney
assistant (63).—The state of this excellent school is satisfactory
m every respect. The teaching in all branches is sound—the
discipline good. The scholars acquitted themselves exceedingly
well at my last examination in both arithmetie, reading, and
dmtﬂtm_n. They also wrote, without any notice or preparation,
an oufline of the reign of John, giving the principal events and
their dates very correctly, I have not yet seen in any school,
public or private, so many girls of like age who could write as
neatly and as well as the girls here. The extraordinary pains
bestowed on this subject are amply repaid by the results pro-
duced.

~Hardy-street : 2nd Division.—Miss Galland, Miss Hough
assistant (71).—This school fulfils perfectly the double duty of
preparing the elder girls for the Upper Division of the Girls’
School, and of fitting for the 2nd Division of Bridge-street
Boys’ School the drafts annually promoted from the Prepara-
tory School. The reading of the scholars in all the classes is
distinet, and quite free from drawl. It is worth remarking,
too, that they all sound, without unduly sounding, the letter
“h”—a happy mean that many of our schools have yet to
attain. The copy-books are neatly kept, and great
attention is paid to dietation, which is practised not nnsnecess-
fully, even by children in the lowest class. The arithmetic is
by no means equal to the rest of the school work. The drafts
taken from the Preparatory School five months ago have made
remarkable progress under Miss Hough. The discipline is, as
heretofore, excellent.

Preparatory.—Miss Cother, Miss Blackmore assistant (147.)
—These numbers speak for themselves. Even with ample
school room, it wounld be impossible for two tenchers to do
Justice to so many children—only 25 of whom are over seven
vears old., But huddled together as they now are uponrows of
!:UJ'J'ELH, without a single desk for the older scholars to write at,
i1t is gimply marvellons how sueh good order can be kept, and
80 much good teaching accomplished. Another tancher and an
additional room are urgently required, though it is unfortunate
that any enlargement of the sechool buildings will trench upon
the already eramped play-ground,

St. Mary's : Boys'.—Mr Richards, My Willlnmson nssist-
ant (86).—Arithmetic is the strongest point in this school—
reading the weakest, The average results oblained in arith-
metie were, indeed, JHGH}JHIHHL“J;’ high ; the (Iiu_i-itl,innlnl' the
lirst class was also nearly fanltless, DBul the n:mls;_l_lq' ol avery
"'.'!-'L.*-*-: 'r'}-'f‘-“],r'- the firet wis .IJ'rl“.-j“H HI.”II IHU“}’ J:!-Hljljltl.?-}ltit.‘lii_, faw ol
the readers sounding the letter " ab all, Goography, and
more especially that of New Yenland and Australin, Is l'l?llllllt'li-
ably well 'LH-lI{;jl!;, I1y higtory, the first claps gave very rondily,
i writing, an aceount of a reign of which they had had no
previons notice, I found no falling off in the tone i disaol
pline of the boys, which I have noticed favorably moro than

O1NGE,
St. Mary's @ Girls! Selool, l.uu,l?fhb by _‘.‘H;;t-u:':;l of {-‘lml"LlL'r
(148). —Tt is diffieult to speak too highly, either of IL]Iu:‘:lHu.ilL_‘,-'
of the teaching or of the genernl management ol this l:l]l'.'fl..l
school, which has increased in numbers by more than a third

Arithmetie ia well |

rpnﬂm;{, and dictation deserving gpecial commendation. Thi
writing of the first clags is excellent, and the copy-book;
thronghont ahow every mark of careful supervision.

Countny Somnord.,

| Clifton Terrace—Mrs Harrington (26).—A marked chang
for f;.lm better hag taken place here since Mrs Harrington’
appointment.  Hhe hag evidently sueeeeded in gaining the e
fidence of the parentd, who gend their children in great
|nﬂmhm‘.ﬂn and with far more regnlarity than they have dosiiia £
many years previously, The present teacher has not hee
long enough at work to bring Clifton Terrace to the level of a
average country school, but there is now an aectivity and lif
AR _f:]ifz school which promiges well for the future,

: Hillsidde f.l"JH.I';.I'{ time Sehool).—Mr. Colline m{”r The chi
l‘_[!q":l] here did well in arithmetic, and wrote eorrectly froi
dictation, The handwriting was also neat. But the readin
e Hpirit]m.c;_, and few knew anything either of veooraph

| or grammar. On the whole, the half time svstem. hoth _‘r,lu--;-}
and at Happy Valley, after a full and fair trial. mav be o
H[]_!'L_ﬂﬂﬂﬂ[ a failure. The same resnlt. it may e e o
followed the introduction of this systemm  at Pangatotars.
geveral years ago. * AT

Happy Valley (half time School ).—Mr. Collins (14).—T ean
report hardly any progress at this backward and illattended
school. The children, throughout, continue to read in =
species of recitative, the like of which I have not heard else-
where. The arithmetic is on a par with the reading. zome
even of the first class being imperfectly grounded in the
mulfiplication table. Grammar and geography are not even
attempted.

Stoke.—Mr. Barnett, Miss Walker assistant (52).—Thi
 school stands higher in every respect than it did last vear. I
could detect scarcely a trace of the drawl that was fmﬁﬁr'il.,; o
noticeable in the reading. The copy books are neatly kept.
the Arithmetic ready and correct, and the answers of the
children in the upper classes, both in grammar and geography,
for the most part very creditable. Good discipline is also
maintained.

Richmond Boys.—Mr. Robson, Miss Saywell assistant (84).

[ 1]

| —There was little reason to apprehend any falling off in this

school, nnder the management of so skilful and experienced a
master as Mr. Robson. I accordingly found, on my last
examination, that the attainments of the boys were. in every
respect, at least equal to last year’s high standard. Tt has
often been s matter of regret to me, not only that the prizes
for good and long service under our system of education were
so few, and of such slight value, but also that Loecal Com-

mittees, in making new appointments, too often overlooked
the moral claims of well tried servants to promotion. Such
appointments as that of Mr. Robson to one of our most im-
portant schools may, therefore, be regarded as an indication
that a better state of things is likely to prevail in future.
Richmond Girls.—Miss Spence, Miss O'Longlin assistant
(62).—The reading, writing, and dictation at this school are
excellent throunghout, but the arithmetic is of not more than
average merit. Although the scholars can hardly be termed
ill-diseiplined, too much chattering is tolerated. even in snch
work as arithmetic, when silence and undivided attention are
absolutely necessary. The younger children receive an un-
usual amount of attention, and it is doubtless owing to this
cause that the dlasses are so well graded.
Ranzau.—Mry. Cowles (36).—A shght improvement has
been made in the reading here, and the handwriting is some-
what firmer and less cramped than it was, but I could deteet
no improvement in any other respect. There is wonderfully
little intelleotual ackivity among the scholars.
Hope.—NMyr, R. T. Brown (42).—The present master has
completed the task so well begun by his predecessor, which
has resulted in placing a very backward school in the foremost
rank among schools of the same size. In some respects, in-
deed, Hope now compares favorably with even larger and
more advanced schools, the writing and arithmetic being at
least equal to what 1 found at Richmond. The reading,
though improved, still leaves much to be desived, especially in
the junior classes. ‘U'he discipline is excellent. :
River Terrace.—Mrs Bryant, Miss Bryvant assistant (38).
Ou the whole, this school havdly maintains the hich
sbandard of former years. The lower classes struck me as
luuiu:{ hmllﬂ\'zLL‘Ll, HHHLM} 11 l"-":!{“.'t'l.:-_'j. 'Hh} tlfm'l_;llinr" 1S NOL
striot onough,  Ou the other hand, the upper olasses did very
woll in geography and dictation, and wrote vemarkably woll.
Spring Grove.—5y. Edmands, Miss Kuanp assistant (51).
L was Iurlfmm'nhl}r l_m|rn-:~a~aml horo, as at River Terrace. by
tho roading and spolling of the younger. scholars. The three
upper elassos, lmwmw'lr, ot only read very well, but acquitted
J.'-I[LL!HIHL‘[\I:‘H mmi.l{ Ul'!mllijthhl_‘f ln geography, grammar, and dicta-
l“.’”‘ ;'h'ltllmmlnfa 18 thoroughly well taunght. The constant
efforts required from both teachers to preserve anything like

during the last twelvemonths, All the branches of a good

English education ave thoroughly well taught—the arithinotie, |

the requisite silonce during my examination showed pretty
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clearly that too much talking {s pormitted on ordinary occn-

Eimli}.mrm' Wakefield.—My, Ohattock, Mra Chattoek assisbant

: ; Tinve improved in their veading |

(59) e GIHWMH 11]“'mmi1}nut'i'};:il1: : ]13:11111;'{1111 to lnat yonr's ].ii:;h
thie penmanship and dictation H b o vatigs e, el
«tandard. The avithmetie, thongh ot quite “'1 AoM8 Wil5 Helobl
somewhat short of x\:hn:t h‘n.g, br:-':ml ’mm“mil 111*]1::-1? ijl S
previously. Fair diﬁﬂll-ﬂ{}"fi1!‘?1?;:11@}::“‘”“3& o g
v %EG]:!_['EB;:P_{%;\ D%H:i:i;v (28).—Writing iz well taught
]1«:1*1*“9.L The children read correctly, but very Elﬂ\?’l.}’% nlﬁl withi

{ the slightest expression. The spelling 18 very 18iLtLy, Bl
i thimetic so inaccurate that 1t may be pronounced n
't-h}a ﬂm'.m.m A ' : of the ten scholars in the first
failure throughout, one only iy |
classes having passed In the paper selected by themselves.
The discipline is unusually strict, * e :

Upper Wakefield.—Mr. Combes, Miss Ttl;;umlﬁ &EE}EL?}?t
(50).—The children of the first class, as we &3 ?anrpl b e
Junior division, taught by Miss Tunniecliff, passed a very sa ﬁ-
factory examination, but though no fault could reasonably be
found with the head or the tail, the middle of the school had
not apparently received a due share of &ttt&fﬂtlﬂl}* Thia I‘EII.IiJ:Ilg
of these classes was indifferent, and their arithmetic so in-
correct that only one out of eight passed in the second olass,
«hile in the third class I had to record mine failures out of
fourteen scholars. The dictation was better—but not much

than the eiphering.
hEttEII:“:r Iﬁl’.L—MI}. H. Lgﬂdley (23).—The copy books here,
formerly very ill-kept, are now neat enough, and the discipline
is much improved. But the arithmetic 1s almost as inaccurate
as at Upper Wakefield, and the dictation very faulty.

Motupiko.—Mrs. Fugle (20).—Good work is being done
here. At my last visit some months ago, 1 found that the
children were getting rid of the drawl that formerly made
their reading so unpleasant. The arithmetic had also gained
in point of accuracy. The copy-books were very neatly kept.

Waimea West, North Division.—Mr, W. Ladley (38.—This
school, which had quite fallen into decay previous to the
appointment of Mr. Ladley, bids fair, under his skilful
management, to take a good place among our smaller country
schools. The whole tone of the school is far better than it has
been for some years, the method of teaching and organisation
being all that could be desired. An educational system, how-
ever, which results in placing one of our ablest masters in a
small country sehool, cannot yet be considered by any means
perfeet. The waste of power is too obvious, ;

Waimea West Village.—Mr. Robson, Jun., Miss Ladley,
Assistant (30).—Although the experiment of putting one-of
the voungest of our masters at the head of an Important
school, which had been gradually improved by two good
masters in succession seems a hazardous one, Mr. Robson
geems to be acquitting himself fairly, so far, at least, as I can
judge from the result of a single examination. It is not easy,
however, to speak positively as to the progress of a school
which, at the time of my visit, had been left in excellent order
only three months before, by Mr Robson’s predecessor.
Frequent changes are very puzzling to an examiner.

Upper Moutere.—Mr. Cook, Miss Cook, Assistant (45).—
I found, as usual, the modest standard aimed at in this sechool
fully attained in every branch. The children read distinetly,
write legibly, and spell fairly well. Iew failed in the sums
they attempted. The younger children are not taught their
tables early enough or carefully enough. The discipline is
very good.

Neudorf.—Mr, Desaunais, Mrs. Desaunais, Assistant (39).
—The improved &ttl?.lldzlll{;ﬁ 18 beginning to tell favorably on
thie school, which is now about equal to the avernge of
counfry schools of the same numbers and standing, The
reading is much more distinet than it was, and hoth arithmetic
.;_:Fu.i'i:.}{:;t;mn}] are of better quality than formerly, Good order
18 kKept,

Dovedale,.—My, Stirling (21),—Penmanship and dictation
are the strongest points here. The upper classes also aequit-
Ijrﬁ}d LJILl[J:II'i'.Jl'I-I:]'-.’[:‘I':] well in arithmetic at my last examination,
sm:il roading 18 of barely average merit. The diseipline is
The 1onver Moutere.—Mr, Deck, Miss Guy, Assistant (54).—
a4 ..j_.u;l FJ:-H.;j.. le H’Hi,ni.-.ffl'l ]JJ.EU ._M]'. Robson. }wj]m 1|n.u:: tanght a
ﬁ'-il]. .!:fu' um-“:, J’-II-;IPFII:H}.," years ns _Lu be !.L]H'J‘Ui?!{. ]tli{gu[,;j].[;;'}_ with i,
el i ‘urf;%.in‘u,.l,n:-u]1.1,fJuwu an injurious effeet ypon
]W. “a.jj I.;J,..,.}J.: “{'“I. hat he leaves. But much has heen done
I:mn"m-‘?ri'gFlftg-rll”-“]g- hig seven  months’ tenure of office at
t]m-'l j“..ﬁ 1:11 LJIL-L ‘m mapintain the 1_1}}-un_g1- high standard, Tn
T'rii.'f'- {.: J;:. uj.c,u ”wr:J] reconded by his energetic asslgtant,
2 ..".1.'3 auy, Dy W l}mm the Lower classes e {'”‘E“'*-"ﬂf““!{] wall
tanght, The arithmetic was very correct throu J
gehool, the dictation and we b 13 LI I!Jlll.: the

AT f.__f,-”f_,_:[ﬂ.lj]]l}-' being far above ila

average. The tone and Aiseipli ' - .
v i JL]_]_IB | s e »m o
ereditable, i of the scholurs are highly

Motueka,— Mr, Bisloy, Migs Chay, Assistant (70).— AL
though the children leave school here ab o very early gpe
fngomuch that soven only of thie seventy children predent af m{r
oxamination had atbpined their twelfth year, they acquittaq
thomsolves most satisfactorily in every branch. Avithmetia
dietntion, and Emngmrﬂly, were all of more than averagq
quality. Siich knowledge of the outlines of history ae the
fysb olass possesses i8 readily available, as they all gave, wif),.
out prepmration, a fair account of & reign selected by mygalf,
The continued irregularity of attenidance is such that it woulq
with less skilful and indefatigable teachers, go far tnwml;;
defenting the nhjlﬂct'rﬂ for which the school is maintained. The
orgnnization and diseipline in both divisions are perfect,
Ngatimoli.— Mr. Suteliffe (21).—This school has been
wonkened by the loss of many of the older scholars, who have
left the neighborhood. The young children who remain read
fairly, spell well, and write neatly. Their knowledge of the
outlines of geography is creditable, and their arithmetie,
though slow, very correct, foew failing to give the true answer
to whatever sums they uudertook. They are also very well

behaved.
5 &;?myatntmm—Mr. Hale (24).—I was somewhat disap.

pointed at the state of this school, which, in certain respects,
has retrograded since my last annual examination. The read.
ing throughout was spiritless and almost inaudible; the
children exceedingly slow and dull 1 answering the simplest
question in geography and grammar, and the arithmetic so
maceurate that only one in the first class succeeded in passing
in the standard taken up. The next class did somewhat
better, but only after being allowed a second frial, ﬁhich is
not my usual practice. On the ofther hand, the writing was
good throughout, and the dictation of the first class fair. A
strieter diseipline would be an advantage to the scholars. The
average rate of attendance, which, during the Deeemhgr and
March quarters reached 73 per eent., does not account for the
backwardness of this school.

Brooklyn.—(late) Miss Mickell (16).—This school of which
I reported unfavorably last year, has since made up for lost
time, the improvement of the young scholars in almost every
branch, being marked. In arithmetic, especially, which I
found singularly inaceurate at my former examination, there
was not a single failure in the first class. I observed that an
unusually large propoportion of the children wrote in copy-
books, but their penmanship is of that shapeless kind which,
unless thoroughly reformed, will never develop into a firm,
legible hand. ' _

Riwaka.—Mr. Ponsonby, Miss Gaskell, Assistant (54).—
The task of reorganising a school that has been thoroughly
broken up is a tedious one, but Mr. Ponsonby has already
achieved so much, that another year of such sound teaching
will probably suffice to restore this school to the position it
held some eight years ago. He has evidently succeeded m
winning the confidence of both paremts and scholars. The
special branches in which the greatest improvement has been
effected are reading and arithmetic. The discipline, though it
ought scarcely to be called lax, might advantageously be made
somewhat stricter.

Collingwood.—Mr. and Mrs. Dixon (32).—The present
teachers had been appointed only a short time before my last
examination, when I found that the school was being tanght
by Mr. Dixon alone, who had been at work three weeks. He
is, therefore, in no way responsible for the educational status
of the sehool, which had, also, been closed for two months
previous to his arrival at Collingwood. 1t was, 11mfertheles§1
clear to me that the childven were being thoroughly well

|tanght, and that a complete reformation had already been

effected in the formerly very lax discipline of the school. In
one important respect great credit is certainly due to M.
Dixon’s predecessors. The reading was remarkably good,
insomuch that both of the Board’s reading prizes, 'i*-f*’.i“ﬂ‘:"“‘“l
for by the Golden Bay schools, were easily won by Colling-
wood scholars. In all other branches the school was ]-f“mfnt_
ably backward., In arithmetie, more than half of tllq fivst
clasg failed to pass in the compound rules, seven only Fhﬂ
lower classes succeeding with the simple yules. The dictation
was Tull of blunders, and even tho fivst olass kuew gonroely
anything of geography or grammar,

Motupipi—Mys, Robinson (22).—The alternate L!ﬂ?'r‘
system, which secured om'y two and a-hall lays' teaching
weel y to the attendants at each of two schoo s litt e more
than a mile apart has been finally discontinued, to thie maul-
fest advantage of both teachers and schiolars. The good elfects
of the chango are most perceptible in the reading and
arithmetic.  The bo'd, round, legible penmanship deserves
special notice. The upper classes ave also very ready in geo-
graphy,

. Fast Takaka.—Miss Burt (18), subsidised.—Great progress
has been made in this little school sinee it was opened nine

months ago. Al who were present in the fivst class succeedeq
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in passing m the third and fourth grades of arithmetic. while
the younger childven showed an amount of “"”'H'.iw;u.',ﬁ_- e
ciphering that I was not prepared for. The reading, Clitiads
fpir, 1¢ not nearly so cood as the arithmetic. The r_-..-;q,.\- |-,.””'|;.,.
are nently kept, bud the letbers are badly formaed, 11:”-.? i }.r-r.l
]|11]1H. bhecanse HH* COpy hends nsed ]['-,.-' the ehi []l't"'l'l I'r:];‘ Lo
ml\'.“lm':*ti for them. Good ovder 1s ]H-r'-F., s

Long Plain. Mrs, Iixon.—As thiz zehool wna oloand
when I last vigited Golden Bay, T am unable to any H_klmq,.”.:
1'!1':‘-.%‘111. condibion may be.  When 1 examined the ~.:r'1|r:'1|.15=. I
'l“{;:.'-.'ﬂ‘lnhm', HH'}' strueck me s h:‘ingf very boacloward in {H.r*.r‘.,'l
rosneot, thoueh 1*31*1‘['-s|i1"l_~'!§}" order Y. The backwardness i'z-;
easily peconnted for.  The attendance during last quarter hag
heen at the rate of only 51 per cent, so that if the acholars
Attended punctually which they do not—each woun.d receive
at the ountside, 15 hours’ sehooling weekly. -

Lower Takaka.—Mr. Dixon (17).—This school had also
been ¢ osed for nearly two months when I lagt visited Takaka,
but was re-opened for one day by the late master, to enable me
to judge of his year’s work, which he had good reason to be proud
af.  Although the seholars here, as at Collingwood, must have
ost ground during their pro onged hotidays, Ifound that much
connd work had been done by Mr, Dixon. The brightness ant
alertness of these former y very listless children struek me
forcibly. The copy books were patterns of neatness, and the
writing shape'y. The uppericlasses did uncommonly well in
?1_.-{.“-;;;1';*111}1}', and the dietation was equal to that of our best
Town schoo's, being, in truth, a'most fan'tless. The reading
<till left much to be desired, but had certainly improved, the |
drawl having almost disappeared.

-

WesT CoAST SCHOOLS.

Westport.—Mr. and Mrs. Larchin, Miss B'axall assistant
(140).—The excellent teaching 'staff of this sehool has lost no
time during the past year, the number of arithmeticans who
can work the higher rules having more than doubled. The
reading, throughout the school, is clear and distinct, the
dictation of the upper classes, former'y very faulty, being now
tolerabiy free from mistakes. Even the junior ¢'asses write
correct v from dictation. The first class also passed a very
creditable examination in geography, and could give the
derivations of many  of the words in their lesson. The hand-
writing shows that neatness which is the unfailing sign of
careful supervision. The increased confidence of the public of
Westport in their school is shown not ony by the addition to
the daily attendance, which is, of course, large'y affected by
the increased popu'ation of the town, but also by the fact that |
there are now 30 children over 12 on the books, as against 4
of the same age in 1874. An addition to the teaching stafi—
which will necessitate an addition to the schoo —1*a0m—1:_nll5ta
however, shortly be made, if the present standard of efficiency

is to be maintained.

are under a constant temptation bo reduce their teaching-stn
below tha point of p[ﬂr.;im,ﬂ},l I+ has become ahsolutely neces
sary that the Board aliould rigidly limit the number of acholars
who may be—not taught, but faken in, by a single taacher.
(Sinee the ahove remarka were written, an assistant has been
engaged ot 3t, Patrick’s,)

Cobden.—Mr, Ray (51).—The thoroughness which haa
nlways been n charpoteriatio of Mr. Roy’s fr]!|,.f‘:-1'llrl“'l!:’__{, waa nob lese
observable bhis vear than on previons areasiond.  1n arithmetic,
f”‘*,‘-”"””‘l"'”u not a single scholar failed to pass in the paper
which he attempted, and while none fell below, many largely
pXeeeded the presceribacd minimnom of correek; work., Although
excellence in many aubjecta can hardly be expected from a
master who has to teach daily, without any help, ffty scholars,
4l|1‘ir‘1'f|'{*r1 Imto seven claesses, i'l- 18 to he r.:.‘.ltf__,'rr';?:f:jqrj that mora
Inetruction 1in graminar a1 (] ZeOgT [lll’r’ na 'rl-ﬂl"}f_. he given to the
upper clnsses, who know very little of either of those branches.

Brunnerfon—Mr, Young (35).—The reading here iz fair,
the arithmaolic good, and the dictation excellent. The only
really weak point in this school is the writing, which always has
been, and is still very poor. The children are kept in excellent
order.

Reeflon.—Mr. A. Brown (38), subsidised.—1& is simply
impossible, as I pointed out in my last report, for a single
teacher to do justice to the seventy-nine children who were on
the school-roll when I examined them. By a judicious use of
monitors, Mr. Brown has done something towards supp'ement-
ing the deficiency of teaching power, but the back wardness of
his scholars in such subjects as arthmetic, where a certain
amount of individual attention is indispensable, is obviously
owing to the want of an efficient assistant. Seven only of
eleven present in the first class, succeeded in working corrachly
three easy sums in the compound rules, not. more than three out
of eleven in the second class being able to pass in the four
simple rules. 'On the other hand, the first class not only read
very well, but were able to give a c ear account of what they
had been reading. Their grammar was also of more than aver-
age merit, the writing throughout being neat.

Biighton.—Mrs. Murphy (21), subsidised.—The children
here continue to be .very carefully taught, though many of the
more advanced. scholars have left.the neighborhood. For this
reason, the results of last year’s work do not fuvorably compars
with those recorded in 1874.

Ahawra, St. Joseph's,—Sisters of Charity (28), subsidised.
—_The addition of a thoroughly competent second teacher to
the staff has been .too recent to. restore this school to the
position that it held -in 1873, when the numbers present at my
examination were larger by one-half than in in 1873. Tne
hand writing, with few exceptions, was slovenly and ill-formed,
the arvithmetic being so ‘inaccurate thab two scholars only could
solve the required number of questions 1n proportion and

Addisor’s Flat.—Miss Mills (85).—This school has suffered
from the frequent change of teac _
having been at work less than a year. I found the  children
carefully taught and in exce!'ent order. The older scho'ars
read well, and had been carefully grounded in gengmp}ly and
grammar. They also wrote carefu:ly from dietation. The
arithmetic was very e ementary. :

South Spit.—Miss Craddock (14).—This school has been
opened only nine months, during which period fair progress
seems to have been made. The mistress, though inexperienced,
is painstaking, and quite capable of teaching and keeping 1n
order the young children of whom the school is at present
entirely composed. !

Lyell.—Myr, Metealfe (13), Hlth:’-iﬂiHF;ﬂ.-—T]l{} chi'dren here
are so young that this can hardly be said to rank higher than
an infant-sehool, As the sechool hag been opened only nine
months, none of the scho'ars have gob peyond the bare rudi-

nente, | _
Charleston. Blaeketi-street—/(1ate) My, and ?"r'[]'r‘;. Moore (37).
_1{?'_'-|l.l.li-'.].‘|;"!":_|- The -l':]J“iIJ'l!H ]J,[”-,[:1 m":“t}““”l"l':': 1 I.]ili lwo lI|1I1t!I[-

Writing ig most guceesefully taught, The arithmetie 18 Inacoul
rate, and the dictption of the first ¢ AE8 not so {51:|'l'ti{5L_HH LG
ought to be, Good order is kept, Both teachers have left the
Province, "
Charleston St. Palrick's.—Mr. Delany (66), 'H“h*"“llﬂﬂ'[l'h
The want of sufficient teaching power has told disast 1‘[:lln+1,'p" on
this school, Two claeses only bre offiviently |.uu;;|1l'-,ll-"t L Ti“"
““1il'lflf.=l'—1-..'J||:Iu'j:¢i||g more thun boalf of the IHH!I.{JU}PI-IT- 1|I1Iit;f|rm:::
roundly affirmed that they know hardly anybhing, 100

in the third class, whose avernge age Wie apbovoe nine, {.’i”-Llhlll”T:".
when [-ﬂl’-”Hlilnfiti.hunh (indthe page Hh-'un aut tothem wiil 1n ]|l'. {
was not one in the cluss who could tell how i ueh i.wul*fu ive
oame to, MTha W]'“.il]j.,{, '.-hI'UU{.;“U”t'} WiB H-]-H'-’HHI}': l.ht; :'lt-‘m 1r1¢:_1-d;
indistinet in ifself,—bnaing 80 interrupted by n lm'lmltlr‘ Hll_jllllruﬂ
that it was impossible to cateh more thaun one word it

Yot M-, Delany 18 a competent tencher.

[t is the one weak
Point of the present eystem of subsidising sohools that teachors

ractice; nine out of a class-of eleven failing to work correctly

hers, the present Imistress | ipyee.eighths of the sums in the paper for compound rules.

Nor were the-geography and grammar at all equal to the stand-
ard reached two years ago. -On the other hand, the diseipline
and organisation of the school were -much improved. The wans
of suituble desks—or indeed, of desks of any kind—is a serious
drawback to the progress of the seholars. :
Ahauwra.—Mrs. Clarson (22), subsidised.—The children here
were mostly very young, and, with two or three exceptions, 1ll-
prepared. The school was being well taught, and well {.h,-:.L:p
plined, the mistress, who had been at work ounly seven weess
when I visited Ahaura, being thoroughly competent, energetic,
and systematic.
No Town.—
which had been carel

Miss Ferris (subsidised). —This small -school,
ally taught for several years by Miss
[Porris, wana on the pniut_nf tmingqelusmt h?r wanb l;~t support,
when I visited the Grey Valiey. T'he numbers had dwindlad

down to seven It has since been i‘ﬂ-L‘rpuLuL].,l understand,

ander more favorable anspioes. NG,
Waipuna,—Niss Dranetil (10), subsidised.—Although but

fow ohildren ure as yob within reaoh of this school, which had
only two months at the time of my visit ; 16 13
by the inhabitants of an ».:-ll‘n.].:.'i.th.?, dia-
off from every other civilising agenoy.

| been open
vogarded as a groat boon

triot, who ave almost out \
Oonsiderable gnorilices have avidently been made by a small

who havo l}Lh“.I;, L‘l‘l'l'..il't'll_‘lp’ at their own cost, a roomy

gommuuntty, , :
hool-voom, well fitted up with desks and

and substantinl 80 . | ks
forma, nnd have |n'+.nruhnl thoir teacher with a house, I found

the tencher, though very young, quite equal to the work she
has to do, most ol the goholars being begmuners:
Granvillo.—Miss Melody (23),—3chool is held in a build-
ing orectod by tho i.l'l"ttl.l'llll.ti.l.l..i.-:ﬂ partly us a place of worship, and
partly ns a sohool. The children, 1.I‘|.rhu had almost everything
to lourn, wore orderly and attentive, ‘L'he scho:l had been
oponed about two monthy when L saw it. The mistress here,
as ot Waipuna, i8 youug and inexperienced, but she ia zsalous
aud methiodical, giving prouwise of becoming an efficient teacher,
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Nelson Oreele.—Mra. Killoon (12), and Mr. Bullen (16), , to give an opinion
subsidised.—A dispute—into tho n.'!(ﬂri[..ﬂ of whioh it would bo [ merits of the tenchers. 48 to (), i
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