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PROVINOIAL CO UNOIL- [t will be. remembered with what doleful forebodings

the year was opened. I will quote the werds of
TUESDAY, May 18th. the late Provincial Treasurer, when he addressed

2 : : SR
. : : her | the Council upon the motion for going iato
The following statement on ,Fl.ﬂﬂPﬂml m?d b Committee on the Estimates, He remarked that we
matters was made to the Provincial Council by the | & Co o« yndoubtedly now in a time of trouble, and

Provincial Secretary and Treasurer (Mr O’Conor)|the operations of the present year must be pinched

on May 18, 1875, on motion ia Clouncil that the | to pay for the past.”” The past is now, I am happy
to say paid for, and we enter the future with a clear

: : : : con- | ! :
C'nunml resolve itself into Committee for the cor income. We havetoa certain extent put our house
sideration of the Ifstimates. He said—SIR, in order; we have met our engagemenls, and come \

In rising to move the motion standing in my name, | down with an unfettered balance. Besides that, it
I have much pleasure in being able to congratulate this [ 1s no an?-t]l subject for Eﬂng"i}.hu]élil@ﬂ that .Pm?“{f.’“;'l
Council and the country on the very impmred state | institutions are atb last assuming that position whoich

of this Province since last year. "We have not only | they ought, along since, to !m'ﬁ! llelth-l1tnh inis.tm_;iii of
tﬂ ﬂﬂﬂﬂrﬂtulﬂtﬂ trhﬂ Cltf upDﬂ i{.-ﬂ iﬂﬂl’ﬂﬂ.ﬂing 1'|'|“(]E" ]“Eﬂl}ii”g Fﬂil[‘ bjr J‘-’r‘bﬂ_.l" to I‘Eg!-ﬁ'f‘.‘r t.l_lﬂ‘;'l[:!W:i BN EWI-:: ]Eﬂ-
and upon the prosperity that has evidently fallen | of the Superintendent, the Council now moets to

] isbri ' '+ wishes, and to see that those wishes
4 o j ricts also we 8ee | express thetr ales, ] . .
R e e are oarried out, Sir, when my predecessor inthis oftice

evidences of prosperity, in which all those w ho dﬂaw? oke of difieulties to be met he did not exaggerate
to see Nelson advance, rejoice. I'he permanence ol s 2 A R,
r e L | N N T 1 " i ¥l L b .'I-T .'Er
our quartz reefs we JrE&Erl esiablished, Reefton is|the IJﬂEl“Dlhiff;} f'tl“}"-!“{'ITitl'-h;rP;iﬂ“t[L :;*u'f;‘*i:[;:;}lﬂ
: ‘ Fizony . el i | el grfmt diflioulties 1o the BY. - h , -
a8 fown that, in importance and in buildings, will | foun _ 1 e da
compare fa'-r:;mh]l I:vith apy other town in the diced persin chooses to look ht:{tk&fnﬂ 1|E!11::::E+.:bﬂ b:i
(}:}]_—JHF of the HH.TI]II; S I]H}ar;]:h a yery few years ngo p{}ﬂiliiﬂi ol i ['lulra.. 'I.\rhnian ‘l.\.riutfrm: tlﬂ I.::rt‘;rl;hz{:m N A
it was nothine more E“]};n Fu desert, and both West- | say that ne is satisfled, and that the wc 3 sabis
ng ;

. Vhoen wo took ollloe It was |.:r1,-)||1ﬂ'1."1'i”}’ satd
i Al i : faotory, W het s - : ‘
port and the Lyellshow distinet signs of advancement, ind believed thit we could mot conduoet the financial

. ¢ Il ! 4 [ ; e 1 1 ] I
We see general progperity, diffused In distrl ts, ]'T'rh'.T“ affaivs of the Province for three wmonths. But we r1,
F l " - -

: L War , garrying 1y :
i to be worked, | 10 dislike of many. Wae expeoted a

valuable iron and conl-mines are abou LS do s sinon 1e bhe

EE: i:r1 {..lla Tﬂ.ltg_ku diaLriI{:t'. the Eﬂ'[-"i:"mi“;_ill:ltlﬂ t.:l:;:‘ﬂlnigi ::II:I:IL’ IL:xIsk. ﬁl'lal w1u.:iF 'l;u:wl:q?“.ir|]£I:_'!;ltu,t' li:wt::‘;-:;:::tl]“;:::
aluable timber to accounb. el malnt should he the ordor 0 LH. (ay, . | \ p—

anothep aubjeet which, from the purt_lﬂll fl 1 e “mtlm__l.ﬂi_,|-a_=.-m1||munr.. I am :.u.uul. E? uu:;r that wo Retrench- | &5

of ‘Fie_w on which I am now uflf.lt'aﬂﬂllrjfmmm aro not one whit Il:mﬂ?u}plllil.l"r ll::‘-l:\r‘;?[tt':“n ;.han ment,

ﬁjﬂunm], i8 & matter on which wa“rnl::?fpii::}iﬂf.l.mﬂili“”. wo sbarted. Thlt; L r.ulrlmlrlith:zu ::;mtll:]m.lui:;i; tlult; tﬁ) UI;I‘;:

ﬂ,n?:] II"I;E;'IHIEE?I P?JI;BPI; Lﬁ?ﬂr;};:gré:mt renson indeed '"Ildi-hy Ltlﬂl;_:' Ji?:mwuﬂ oxpected that we should

for ﬂungrfl;imti{:];u};heupaﬂ]ﬂﬂ of the Province upon 3:?1::;; l'i;ppgﬁili’[.lﬂ in all directions, even from

the very great improvement that hos taken plaoce those whose duty it was bo ossist us. It has always

In financial matters during the pust twelye monbb:
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Earamen
and Nel-
son road.

Claim for
old Colg-
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expendibure was much required, and affap
urgiﬂﬁ the matter, the Genern) G'ﬂ"."{\]*f
agreed to commence the work, ’
winter. The recommendation

£1,000 Bljmlh_l*hn‘gwm‘[ to au}:rp'lmnr*.ni; the provineial
yote for the erection of the Nijla bridge at, Chayl

. : Punarieston,
and that £1,000 should be piven o an plement )
]}].ﬂvilmiﬁl t’::‘ll'ﬂ to conneot Iii_]ﬁ.tr'l‘”lrl*ﬂ ll!m';{ t]--l:llhl rlﬂ
with the main road at Tnangahya Valley. Aleo il_-i“‘iT}rﬂ
for roads m the Collingwood and Al!.il]'i}l‘i_mf“l;l‘ ot }
and £700 Tnilrﬂﬂmnumm'ied to be s | Ceili s
Amuni with Ahaura. The latter work .
been commenced. Hon. members hwil:sa T:F;En]lf;.{
know this district may be informed that for mevernl
years past money has been on the cstimates of L:his
Couneil for the purpose of making a road to connect
Amuri with Ahaura, but the amount wags so smal] tl'ml:l
it was thought useless even to make a good track
This track will be a great benefit to gold diggnrg und'
gettlers. ~On visiting the district a few daya
g0, I~ was strack with the enormous waie
g[’ capttﬂ,il thﬂiéi ~was ],g{Ding on there. Cattle

rovers, when driving, lost so larece

of their stock, that I believe in one ?Eat-ﬂi:h]gﬂ;izﬂgﬁe
lost would pay for the road. Another raenmmsnda}:
tion was that the sum of £1400 should be spent on
a road to connect Karamea with the settled distriets
This amount would not be sufficient to make a gﬂnd.
road between Nelson and Karamea, bat with the
supplementary sum proposed from another source
16 was thought the amount would be sufficient, in
the meantime, to make a good cattle track, which
could afterwards be improved. The Province received
laft year from the General Assembly the sum of
£5000, which comes by the way of extra capitation
allowance, and will be paid to the Province
1 twelve monthly instalments. There has also been
the sum of £8000 devoted to the service of this Pro-
vizee 1n the establishment of special settlements, but
I regret to say that these special settlements have
been limited to immigrants almost exclusively.
Before giving details of the expenditure of this
money, which has taken place under the management
G_F the Proviucial Executive, I will say that the Execu-
tive have not been remiss in desiring to point out to
the Greneral Government the advisability of not
limiting the occupation of the land to new arrivals.
In practice it was found they were not the best
fitted persons to become settlers, and representations
were made to the Greneral Gtovernment to allow an
infusion of old settlers amongst them. A letter
addressed to the General Government runs as follows :

““Superintendent’s Office,
Nelson, 19th February, 1875.

“8ir,—I have the honor, in accordance with the
request which I understand that you have ﬂﬂi;.?@}fed
to me through the Provincial Secretary, to inform
you that the Provincial Grovernment are forwarding
to the special settlement at the Karamea, in addition
to lately-arrived imwmigrants, a few fumllmiz of ex-
perienced settlers, whose example and advice will,
1t 18 confidently expected, be of great Bervice to
persons totally unacquainted with the country, and
to whom the best means of making i;_hmlr' llu.{wi
productive, and of forming homes for {heir families
dre necessarily unknown.

“Tt is also the wish of the Provincial Grovernment,
both as regards the Karamea and any other 'ﬁ':--“’””_‘l
Bettlement that may be determined upon, 0 nffnt't’l tl-u
Exi“inﬁ gettlers the same advantnges as are ﬂfim-urll :Tn
recent grrivals in the colony, and I shall be glac _”“
learn from you, officially, that this course .nmmur wtlli[:
your approval, ms regards the application © S
funds contributed by the Colonial Government 10
the formation of these settlements,

“T beg to enclose to you, herewith, for your infor

. ou, . ‘ar those
Mmation, copies of the existing rﬂgumﬂlf'nilf h:‘_’l*u.l_’uu.écrﬂ
Bpecial - - also @ copy Of LA©

P settlements, and i ontalning o

, ! 6 o
newspaper of the 19th Junuary, I-H'iﬂ}} He soania]
report upon the Karameo Sebttlement, DY
feporter of that paper.—lI have, &c.,

H (OBWALD CURTIS, 1

‘* The Hon, the Minister for Immigration,
Wﬂllmgl}ﬂﬂ r“

ﬁ'nqlmni;l?
nment have
and complate it hofore

was also made that,

pent in connecting

ILSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.
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The reply to th:
ply to thia Communication was in these terma :—

' : #

Immigration Offce, Wollington,
“lat March, 1875.
| or bo acknowladge the receipt
o o e Bl l;‘i?, of tha 18th ultimo, in which
: torn shak : : ' :
stibiiing aiyad ot n accordance with an under-

' by me with Provinei
tary, the Provinaigl (¢ i memmj'ﬂﬂm&
overnment are forwarding to

the spacial .
ol setbleme - ; s
lntely arrived Ii; r;u flL ok Karames, in addition to the
BHOKE 481k e nmigrants, a few families of experi-
dissl EEt;;ialupI-WFlﬂﬂﬂ example and advice will be of
the I‘mmfwm el il W}m”.‘? lms}.r:r]_uriir][:ﬁrl with
. vy, and also communicating to me the wish
Incial Crovernment, both as regards the

of H]f} Prov

Karamea and other settloments, to afford existing
sottlers the same advantages as are offered to recent
arrivals, and requesting me to inform you officially
whether this course meets with my &pprmrﬂ. As
?Ipfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ to Mr O'Conor in the interview referred
to above, I am quite in accord with your Honor as to
the desirability, for the benefit of the immigrants
thamsalfaa, of locating a fow families of ﬁ:i‘.:per'lamlced
In the special settlement, and I accordingly

Reply of

15 . Minister,
Sir,—T have the hon

of your lottor, No,

seltlers

have given authority for the necessary expenditure
for : the purpose, which I consider a fair charge
against the vote for location of immigrants; but I
trust to your Honor to locate mo more old settlers
than are necessary for the purpose, and I shall be
glad to hear from time to time how many are so
located. The application of any portion of this
money for aflording early settlers the same advantages The limit
as are offered to recent arrivals is a very different Pub.
matter, and cannot be entertained under the existing
Appropriation act and under the Acts in force ralat-
ing to immigration. It may or may not be desirable
a3 a matter of policy, but the Government have to
carry out the existing law, and I feel sure that upon
consideration you will agree with me that this
absolutely precludes my consenting to the proposals
of the Provineial Government. I have to thaunk youar
Honor for the copies of the Regulations for special
| settlements, and for the copy of the Colonist con-
taining a report upon the settlement.—I have, &c.,

“ H. A. ATKINSON.

“ His Honor the Superintendent.”

T need scarcely say that this communication gave no
satisfaction, because I am clearly of opinion that it is
one of the most difficult tasks in existence to make a
successful settlement of new arrivals—particularly the
olass of mew arrivals we have been favored with.

It is very easy for those who have been
engaged in bush life to imagine the case
of an immigrant with a large family, and

penniless, placed in a dense bush ﬂ,’l:l\ﬂ n_akad to become
a settler. The position is one which 18 caleculated to g
strike despondency into the heart of any but the Karamea.
moask courageous, ﬂrid ltﬁ_ has had thﬂ-tr‘ effect.
They seo the great trees at Karamea, and their help-
less families around them, and they see no hope in
the future. Still many ﬂf :I,‘.hﬂl'ﬂqllﬂ‘ln."l." Tam gtﬁ.d il:l:f SAY,
are getting on well, and L believe they t‘l"l“:jl f‘:”‘?l ?
highly sucoessful pioneer sottlement 1n that pax 'Dl
the country. The difficulties of forming a ﬂtpaqm
sottlement at Karamea were very areat, but the m-
ducements to choose that place were alsq very gtrﬂ“t'
[t will bo remembered that many years #.-:g]ﬁ‘; ; .hrg:;,
land sale took place there, aad ‘“b":"‘;t lf’f"‘ llwriﬂil:s
land were eold, IHver sinoo thut sale tlustlmjl 1:1‘%
emnined perfeotly idle, unfd, ulLl_lluug 1' :515LJ :,l[:a
many proprietors, not ono ol lhumr ms{ Fg: M
Kaoramen bo 1mprove his proport) Hmtl-li[ﬁ"tﬂt\‘ .‘;l;.
That fact alove shows thera was “':‘-I. grt.ml L1 uu; A
ﬁﬁtuhliahing a sobtloment thora, Lw.uml i“l'n.rm?mu
ent rush of gold diggovs took pluce to tha & ;
greps e inod there for o considerable time, and
Lhey “;“Itl: 1wy gob o tllmmi[;y of gold they were QL
although ;t]ﬁ:m tho place in gonsequenco ~n[ the
PU”{MI 4 .‘-l't albing provisions, The two inoidents 1
dflontey :im?ud show that the land was goocl Elli..'li.lgll{
:I[;t-‘-’:jullllll‘;::i purohasoers, aund gold-diggers L0 go there if

¥ gesary supplies,
y have ot the necessary B8uj
i oqulc 98 'IQ-IIUI.I“EI‘-, and I believe wisely, that
=

ally suitable for a special settle-
: , unless under suoh an arrangement us
A t once o pumber ot persons info Lhe
1d be iipposgible o form one, Thers

Difficul-
ties to
forming
Specinl
Sattle-
ment
thore.

Good land

Grold,

The Clovernment
this wus n place spec
ment, be
would throw @
Karamea, it Wou
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Locnal

Bevenues
Board.

Main
roads
Ten rally
in good
TEpair, |

Main
wrnnk
roads,

 Nelson to
Westport
and Grey,
Nelson
and Kara-
mea,

Works
0T com-

menced,

Railway
works,

Drunney
lna,

An injury

of thew. TIn ordop

NELSON GOVERNME

to meat the diffienlt 1

_ n¢ ulfy and ¢ -
clmrgq {their duty ag .fml'.hfnTT};r na [14:"rs;:.i-i:il~ﬂ:3r I'r? {1;?
Counceil and the PI‘-D‘FIHEE'J, the Government :«rl J T
to the Boards :— L

“1st. Thab the services of My D
Engineer and C"hinfﬂm*wvm* 8 C
for the current yeqy (u nd ap
Revenues Act), be offored to
charge to them,

“ 2nd. :Up_ml the Board ncee
and appointing Mr Dobson
the Gﬂm!‘nmnnh will provide them with auflicient
f““f“‘ during the eurrent year, within the amounts
available for each distriet, to carry oub ruch main
tenanco contracts as My Dobson, as Consulting
Surveyor, may approve.

“3rd. That as a condition of the above earh Board
nlmlnld undertake to provide during the euyrent year,
thﬁw own Overng:er and Secvetary out of rates.

4th, That in the event of the maintenance
f:c:-utmni?. nc:t: absorbing the whole amount available
in any q:strmt tl}n_ba,lnuce will be handed over to the
Board in such district, as soon as the Provineial
revenue will admit.”
This proposition seems to have been received
with dmfavﬂ}* by many of the Boards, and
consequently in a great many cases it was not acted
upon. The Government called for tenders for the
maintenance of the main roads and those roads which
are not now actually looked after by the Boards, are
under the direct charge of the Government Overseer,
and 1n good repair. With regard to the road works
cousfructed in the Province, there is a certainty
of a main road being made through the Pro-
vince in a few months, and T hope before long to see
8 coach running from Nelson to Westport and Grey-
mouth. We will also be enabled to have a track to
connect Karamea with Nelson, whereby bolh places
will be benefitted, and a new line opened from Nelson
to the back country. Iregretthat it hasnotbeen in the
power of the Government to have had certain works
constructed that were provided for in the Estimates.
Onpe of them is a road from Notara to Granville.
Instructions were given months ago to have that line
laid out, but unforiunately the press of work was
such that the Surveyor was unablle to do it. I hope
however that the funds will soon be available for it.
Another of these works is a road to connect the
Amuri cattle-producing districts ‘with the Goldfields
Several times during the last year animal food rose fio
almost famine prices on the Goldfields, and it wiil
be liable to do so until the road I have mentioned
18 made. The railway works now in course of con-
sfruction in the Province show some symptoms of
advancement, and I hope that in a short time the
line will be open to Fox Hill. I regret that the
General Government have not shown more activity
in having a re-survey mado of the line to connect
the Fox-hill terminus with the Goldfields. I am
sorry mlso that the Government were inclined to
countenancea proposal tomake arailwayby Top House
through the Wairau Gorge to the Amuri. I know
that it would be next to impossible to make o r'mlw@;;r
there, it was intended to place a telegraph line in
that direction but the General Mannger of the Tele-
graph Department proncunced it impossible, Lafely
in passing through that place, it m-.mn-r-r‘ud to me that
if the Government Engineers would visit that park of
the counftry they would not think of such o thing.
Still a rond might be yery properly constructed ,th”,"ﬂ'
L An hon, member : What about the Brunner ming P
I have heard remarks made aboub the Brunner mine
by the Superintendent and I am bounl to ﬂml‘,”"ﬂ”
them. (Heay, hear.) I know they wero siviotly
correct, and [ know also that a more eruel ML
never inflicted on any Provinee nor upon the Colony
than the construction of that line,  On one ,H“h}
of the Grey river there is a mine whero the dip 1s 8o
great ag to render it unworkuble, while on the ””Hir
coal can be gob out ab a minimum cost. Notwithstand-
ing the Government have persisted in constructing bho
line on the wrong side at an enormous cost, while an
easier and cheaper line could have been made on the
other, The construction of the line as at presont has
been the means of ruining a town, and ,WIH bo the
means of placing the Brunner coal out of tho nmrli:!t-
On visiting the place o few days ago ib gtruck me that
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[ propose to den) with g question which has been
plainly stated to this Council, in which T am not
prepared to acquiesce, T refer to the statement that
the revenue of the Provinee has fallen off. On the
conirary I find the revenue has increased, Tn the
year 1874 there were a number of items put down to
revenue which have since been excluded, Now; I
shall ask hon. members to exclude those items and
take the ordinary revenue as it stands, and compare
1t item by item wilth the revenue that has been
recelved this year by the Provincial Government. 1
thiok they will find on doing so, that the balance is
i favor of this year. In 1874, under the head
“ Capitation Allowance,” £13,068 was received ; now
It 18 received from the Colony. Therefore we can
strike it out ; it has very little connection with the
revenue properly derivable from the Province.
Under the same aeading there is also an advance of
£5,000, which may also be struck out. Under the
heading “ Brunner Coalmine,” there appeared last
year an item of £5,640, Itis well known that the
line has since been handed over to a proprietary,
therefore it would not be correct to retain it. I
shall now read a statement showing the amount of
revenue received in 1874 and 1875 :—

Ordinary Revenue received by Provincial Treasurer
for the years 1874 and 1875 :—
1875. 1874.

LS T £ 8 d
Groldfields revenue ..., 7,000 11 10 6,319 12 3
Harbors ,., 983 15 2 832 9 9
Wharves .., e 1,084 8 4 850 0 0
FEdueation rate 3480 9 0 1629 14 O
“eab Aot oot L26 H G .809 18 8
Liquor licenses ... 2,187 12 0 1,808 0 O
Anctioneers’ licenses 221 10 O 126 0 O
Interest and sinking fund
—Marlborough account 478 19 0
Miscellaneous 3.132 10 10 3,054 10 %
Miners’ rights, &e.... 84%65 18 2 9950 & B
Grold duty s 206513 9 S;T_l_ﬂ 19 10
Land sales, &e. e 5 2 10 D RS O R Ay R A

Totals e £49.619 4 o £45,549 16 9
45,849 16 9

Balance in favor 1875, £3,769 7 3

Linst year's vevenue was £45.849, and this year we
have £49619, leaving a balance 1 favor of
this year of £3,760. Now, in the fuoce ot mls.==111 2
statement ocan it be said that the revenue is falling
ofl’ ! 'Gm'minhf, by anticipation, wo have beexu
deprived of & gonsidevable amount of land revenue,
beenuse I maintain that the suvvey a'il-.?pm-l.m:}m. the
expenditure on which 18 80 lavge, should have doune
more work, and there should now be a greator quan-
tity of land nvailable for settlement orv .:mIJ,
The reason of this may ba that the land was offored
for snle at so high a price that nobody would buy
b, £2 por nore was nsked for land at Cobden of
ordinary quality, while good land U.-,Hl.h_] ‘lm bought on
the deforrod paymoent system at two shillings per acre
per annum for fourteon yours, the Lobul price thus
paid boing twenty-eighe shillings por acre, Again,
ab Waimangaron, land intersected by waler-races was
surveyod for sulo 3 if 16 had been sold, compensation
should have been paid to the owners ot the waterp-
Paces, Neither of the sources f(rom which
the late Irovivcial Treasurer expeoted to receive
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NELSON GOVE

to Blind ng A "'I'l"lt]{‘&
Golden Bay and Nolsoy. and it
:‘Fl“ 1:‘;4*1‘(@%(}{5 thorefove h, stenm sorvies will |
nore than self- o : ) -
expn 'H!”*~IE -f'[ulﬂ"*ﬂ‘lhng, With regard to our ponoral
cpendiiure, Lo would eal tho altont; of th,
Couneil to the fant that e L

. : call the ite
—including g 1,!”.#_,‘.!,' 1homs enumeraf;od

8 5 i - 3 : g b i.'ll"'- 1.'“'1-”]”. 1|.'1 I i
interest, r.'{-‘. —amount to ;ﬂ-‘i.;; .i}l"r ] 5 o
§t - L

the revenne (£28,000) wo
works and purposes,
of the items of « Py
I do not think they

hng prang up hotween

4 Propoae to devofe to
y ( T donot dwell upon any

X ol ¥ 23 4 57
10 Works,” it ig only beecnuse

require explanation -

: | X A8 eomae
1. o ] . T b - ) 3 ;

have been prov ously on the stinmates, and of hhors

o, oo s, oy tnderstond.. T shil now s
mates of ex ;md.if ﬂ~u { .}ﬁ'ﬂ'ck bl compare the Wsti-
i e 1 pe ure this year with tl“?ﬂﬂ' brought
i welve months ago by the 1irresponsible
rovernment which preceded s, But T would at the
same time ask them to consider that the operations
of the present Executive cannot yet be properl
judged. When they took office t .F " }]“.j.ppl Y
they oflice they were feltered
and a large portion of the year’s revenue was spent.
In fact the prineipal portion of their time an- ener-
gies had to be devoted to disentangling the accounts
and making them clear. OFf course it will be eas.ily
unders(ood that when accounts under the eyo of the
Gafernmﬁnt 1D the town of Nelson were iu such a
state of confusion as the Tducation and Water-rate
accounts, Jhnsﬂ at a distance would be still
worse, especially as they were under the management
of an  Kxecufive who never visited ths country
districts. Under the head of “ Justice,” we pro-
pose an expenditure of £8942, as against £12,279
of last year.  Under the head of * Edueation”
we, cannot make any reduction, and I believe we
shall have to exceed the expendifure of former years,
Neither will there be any decrense in the Hospital nor
Survey charges. With regard to the latter, it will
be necessary to increase the department, becanse a
better system of surveys must be instibuted, Under
the head ‘“Harbors,” we propose an expendifure
of £1,805, as against £2289 of last year.
We purpose to add largely to the TPublie
Works, and to ask for a considerable inerease. We
must economise as much as possible the woney placed
in our hands for expenditure on Pablic Works, but
if the charges be increased by interest, and such
deductions, we must expect to have less to
spend on Publiec Works. Still I+believe that the
revenue of the Province, and the amount available
for Public Works will this year be increased
very materially., I believe that the system under
which the Jands of the Province will be laid out by
an efficient survey establishment, and divided into
sections for sale will induce people to purchase the
land and settle upon it. There must be a proper
classification of the land, and it must be pub properly
into the market. The resvlt of Jast years land sales
18 instruetive., I find upon making an un&]ysi_a that
out of £6317, the total amount ol our ]mu’] sales for
Jast year, no lees than £2905, was obtained from the
sale of town lands in Westport alone, while from
other portions of the Gloldfields £2747 was received,
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e {1 :p:tul:?.mrm. Lo effect this we sirive for
fﬂﬂﬁfhf;ru-n1fp}-.| : S rmfur nu,‘srm* tr,_: aconomise 1un-
i iysupporfed by the Conneil and the public
volce. Wae have by reductions nlras /| P :
which; together wif PR ready saverl -,_E,fl:fjﬁrjr'},
vaw AR Lo fhD of increased revenue.gives
over £7700 additional for publi A5
If tho G : " public works and purposes.
i vernment see their way to effeet further re-
.mnghmnnfa without impairing the Emgj.ﬁ”'ﬂ? of Lhﬁﬁ
service they will do 80, but this is not the tim
ducingsalaries, ' We have | e it
service, and their salar; IE;mF mhmhl'ﬁ st
with E!:Llﬂl*iﬂ‘; ﬂif i hﬂm. f_h'?ﬁl'ﬂ[:ll@ comparison
excepting t};a E];;ll-vﬂ ml'}t i g Peayisee
quence many of Dur}!r:r tEpE]rtmﬂnt, oL 68 @ gunse:
il -FI est olficers have been attracted
ere. ln Gﬂﬂﬂluamq I have to apologise to the
Council for any shortcomings that may appear in this
Statem%nl‘. I have not enjoyed sufficient leisure to
bave given it the amount of care and preparation
necessary for my own satisfaction; still the truth
which I hope I have made plain, that the Province is
prosperous and progressing will, T know, condone for
the want of detail in minor matters. Nothing
could be so fatal to the welfare of the Provincs
a3 the wide spread belief that notwithstanding the
expenditure to develop our resources we are in a
decaying condition. I am glad to sav snch is not
the case. This Province, on the contrary, is a gene-
rous Provinee, and any small expenditure npon it (if
judicious) is amply repaid, in every part of it
symptoms of growing prosperity are visible. I have
the fullest faith in the bright future of this Province,
and if the Council will only adopt a proper policy
with regard to the expenditure of public monies, i
will raise itself high in the estimation of the Colony,
and the example will be followed elsewhere. The
question of responsible or irresponsible Government
i3 one which very little affects the administration of
the affairs of the Province, it rests with the men
and not with the system. The Council have intro-
duced a system of Responsible Government by which
the power of administration virtually rests with them,
and I desire -to see them uphold it. At the samse
time there is an evil. It is a system by which in
a small Council petty grievances will be hawked
about by members and brought in judgment against
the Executive or individual members, instead of
taking into consideration the whole tenor of their
actions., 1 have heard that an attempt, specially
directed at one member of the present Executive. We
are as one, and have acted together and divided the
work amongst ourselves, each one discharging
his duty to the best of his ability. lfthere 1sany credis
wo share it alike, or, on the contrary, any mistakes,
all are equally ready to take the blame. We
hopa that our eflorts to discharge our auty have met
with the approval of this Council and the Province.

(Applause.)
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