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which the system of Responsible Government obtains
should refuse to act upon any advice given to him by
his Executive Council of which he himself disap-
proves. Bat apart from the consideration that such

Tuespay, May 11, 1875.

The 26th Session of the Provincial Council was
opened this day at One o’clock, when the following |
Address of the Superintendent was delivered :—

Mr SpEaxER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
Provincran CoUNCIL,

L. Tn opening your first session since the mtro-
duction of Responsible Government in the adminig-
tration of the affairs of the Province, I desire to make
16 plainly understood that the views I shall express
to you in doing go will be my own, as Superintendent
of the Province, and mnot necessarily those of my

Xecutive Couneil.

ﬂlthuugh I am aware that the Sup
Othep Proyvinces in which the gystem O :
Yovernment has been adopted are satisfied bo conline
tl?EiP opening addresses to the expression U}FWD]]IIH.-?IIIH
dmtﬂtﬁd, or at least sanctioned, by fihmf_hmﬂuitit}?
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a refusal would be a direct breach of the law, it
seems clear to me that, were this view to be acted
upon, the Executive Council Act of 1874 would be
reduced to an absolute nullity.

The Superintendent was quite at liberty to act
upon such advice of his Executive as met with his
approval, previously to the existence ol tﬁlmb measure,

The facts that the Superintendent 1s a separate
branch of the Legislature, and that he 1s elected by
the people, do not m:su.tvnhae th? law, which declares
that in his administrative cﬂpt}.c!ty}m shall :‘%::t only
in accordance with the advice of his Executive Council,

bserve that both the deliberative

and I may here o ‘ he do
and the casting vote given to the Superiatendent

ag President of the E:-.:ﬂuuth'tu‘ Couneil, prove, in
practice, to be of little \:Ll.ll.lf.l so far as regards LieL!ra}nug
upon important (questions. '[‘}[.1 all such questions
the Tixecutive Cuunu!l necessarily vote 1n a body, as
discipline requires. .

1 bound to say, however, tl‘mt_thh the excep-
which I shall presently reter, 1 llil:'ln't] succeeded
satisfactory accord with the first
e Council.

ard to the ordinary routine of adminis-
m, including the appointment, suspension,

party
1 foe
tions to

g, In reg

: ) T . the advan- Q@ 8¢ A R SN e 2
faip play to its operation 1n order that the i dismissal of I rovincial se , matters which

Effdﬁud disadvantages of the me

ed, by the Act of last session, under
ol of the Exeuutjmfu C;‘uuucil, I have in all
tod upon the advice of that ]Judjr as the law
although in some instances their

] mu.“ u'll“i'iluii"llfi HH;HH H“Hlli ii' i‘ii““ l':l‘il T e T T ——

*l




14l

STl Y rParLfes ba I 2T FFTR !lﬂfﬁif!iﬂﬁf*?} ﬁE}ﬁWWﬂHMFilmmﬂ i 18 3 -_:

.

46

advice has not recommended 1tself to my judgment:
as being either expedient m the puhhc mt;qmai;a, or
just to the individuals conecevned, 1 Ilnve not felt ealled
upon to adopt the only ]:nmedg in my power by
requiring the resignation of the hmcutwc?.

But when proposals were made to me 1n reference
to a matter largely affecting the interests of thq
Province, namely, the expenditure of the sum of
£50.000 voted by the General Assembly for thﬂ_cmw

letion of the wmain roads from Devil's Grip to
Westport and Greymouth—proposals to commence
the work at both ends, but to complete the road
from Westport to the Ifj’f‘r”, and 1f, as was then
anticipated, the sum available should prove insufli-
cient for the cowmpletion of the whole line, to
Jeave a gap Dbetween the Matakitaki and the
Lyell, so as to postpone the long desired through
communication between the port of Nelson wilb
the intervening districts and the leading gold-
fields, and to make it dependent upon the resunlt of |
an application to the General Assembly for further
assistance next session--I felt it to be my duty to
inform the Executive Counecil that I should use such
constitufional means as were open to me to prevent
those proposals from being carried into execution ;
either by requiring my advisers to send in their
resignations, or by sumwoning a special session of
your Council. Modified proposals were thereupon |
submitted to me, and eventually arrangements which
I could accept as satisfactory were agreed upon.

I am glad to be able to add that contracts for the
whole of the line from the Grip to Westport have
now been let with the exception of about five miles
immediately below the Lyell, which have been
delayed for further survey, and that the funds availa-
ble will be sufficiert to complete the entire road.

4. The General Government have agreed, on
my recommendation, to expend £2,000, out
of the sum of £60,000 voted by Parliament for
Public Works in this Island, on the improvement of a
portion of the road between Reefton and Grey-
mouth, and when that has been done, and the existing
contracts are completed, the entire line from Nelson
through the heart of the Provinee to Westport and
Greymouth, in all about 220 miles, will be available
for wheeled traffic at all seasons.

I trust that you will appropriate a suffcient sum to
enable me to secure frequent and regular communi-
cation by coach throughout the line as soon as it is
fjun’JpJEf;Ed.

5. In addition to the sum of £2000, out of £8,000
accruing to this Province from the voie Ufrthe’
General Assembly of £60,000 for public works in
the Nouth Island, which the Colonial Government
have consented to expend, as T have already stated, |
10 the Improvement of the road between S uare-
town and Little Grey Junction, the Minister for
Public Works has also accepled my re{;urrn'i'lmjdm.-j[j“

NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE,

introduced a Bill into the Cleneral ﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂmhly to
make provision for a loan to this Provinge of
£2560,000, to be raised during five years at the rate
of £50,000 per annum, for the construction of ,
number of much required public works.

During thoe interval between the time at whigh T
made this recommendation to you and the meeting 0f
Parliament, a material change had taken place iu{:ﬁha
views of the Colonial Government with respect ¢,
Provincial loans, and aftor consultation with the

' other members for the Province, I withdrew the Bill

and accepted the offer of the Government to advance
the sum of £50,000 for the current year from the
Consolidated Ifund.

7. It will be in your recollection that previously tq
your last session I had with cousideravle difficulty
obtained from the Colonial Government the promise
of an advance of £20,000 in anticipation of the
authority of the General Assembly for a loan of
larger amount, in order that I might proceed with the
construction of the main road through the Baller
Valley. These works were 1n active progress at the
time of your meeting, and I regret that you were
induced to cause their abandonment by deciding to
refuse the promised help of the Colonial Government,
not only on account of the postponement for many
months of the important work which is now approach-
ing cnmpletiun, but because I am C‘ﬂn?ineed from
the tenor of the conversations I had with the Premier
on the subject that the sum of £50,000 now in course
of expenditure might otherwise have been obtained,
in addition to the refused £20,000, and other works
of importance could consequently have been executed.

8. The necessity for the erection of several bridges
over the large rivers erossed by the line of road &
have just referred to, as well as of bridges in other
parts of the Province, together with pressing require-
ments for roads in many localities, appear to me to
justify an application to Parliament for a further
loan of £50,000 for expenditure during the next
finaneial year. A schedule of these works will be
submitted for your consideration in the hope of
obtaining your approval of their selection.

7. The progress of the railway works in the Pro-
vince does not present a subject for congratulation.
The first section of the main line from Nelson to the
West Coast, extending to near Fox Hill, and the
short line from the Brunmer Coalmines to Grev-
mouth were provided for by the General Assemblyin
the year 1871. The Tox IHill section is at length
showing some signs of completion, but as regards its

extension, without which it is almost valueless as a

means ol opening the country for settlement, the
promised revision cf the survey of last year has not
yet been even commenced, 'The Brunuer line, that
remarkable specimen of a political railway, altter
strugele of four or five years, also affords some
promise of being open for traffic before the end of

~£1000 to a road up the

{'fhn" the appropriation of
lakalka Valley, "£700 to the improvement of the

the year. The first estimate of its cost, for which &
vote was taken in 1871, was £26,250, In 1872 the
eslimate was raised to L£64,400, or more than

f,:,:::i.tln_ Track from the Ahaura Saddle to the Amuri
£1,000 to roads at Boatman’s and Larry’s ['lruvlma
ﬂ?'nd £1000 to a bridge over the Kiver f\‘ilt* Juf?'
f;h{ﬂ'Jf:hh"r;J, the two latter suums to be HL!_]J}JIJi-Ii'iH;I:fli'{}.tll
h{y equal amounts contributed by Hm'1.‘1'{;1-'i|'u:E.:L|
[_;rrj";’fﬂr'lli‘!]wl'ltf but the whole to be expended undey
“J»‘f‘HLljJEI'FJHJUIJI of the Colonial Distyict Engineers, |
~The a Ppropriation of the balance has nog vet been |
finally decided upon, } o I

11'!13 proposal I submitted 1.u|
HL'h CeElyed fOHsEE |
recelved your aseent, .lf

L
-

6. In pursuance of
you last year, and w

{.ifilihli*{}, and a vote taken for the difference of
£28,150.. In 1873 the ostimate was rased to
£74,000, and a vote taken for the excess of £20,000.
In 1874 the estimate was raised to £84,000, and @
vote taken for the additional £10,000; and this year
| ln::llmm a further sum of at least £15,000 will be
required.  Whether the line can be maintained at all
' 18 present position without enormous cost, or
wlnpl.lm' 16 will tumble into the river, are questions
Which time alone can decide, 1 believe it will be
tound necessary to abandon it and to re-construct ib

|
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on the north bank of the river, witn,

Grovernment in 1869, when my request for annat:
2 loan of £30,000 for its cong T sanet
refused. 1t 18 my conviction that had that p
been granted and the work left {0 ]_’nwitwliflll- m
ment, the line would have been in ﬁ”',:

Government are expending upon it. at +

not of the Colonial G-uvernienlt, but :’:f th::z:;n?ﬂfsfme’
and Westland. As you will see on reference to EEE
correspondence already printed in your records, had
I not made a firm stand against so gross an iﬂ'Lfstie

the whole cost would have been saddled u uf1 thiE
Province alove. The figures I have qunft?d Wilﬂl
enable you to judge whether implicit reliance can be
placed upon the calculations of the Colonial En i;:leerq
of the cost of the line from TFox Hill to Brunﬁertﬂu‘
whiﬂh_they at present estimate at £8000 or £9000
per mile. An estimate which, as an average of the
whole 150 miies, I hope will turn out to be almast
as much mistaken, although in the opposite direction
as that made for the little line of seven miles from
Bronnerton to Greymouth.

. The line from Westport to Ngakawau, it is only
just to say is, making steady progress, and shows

promise of being completed in reasonable tiwe, and at
reasonable cost,

10. Yﬂ}]r resolution of last session, in favor of the
construction ot a line of telegraph from Richmond to

the Lyell, has been productive of good effects. The !

line is now under contract, and will be completed in
a short time.

lL. The resolutions you adopted last session for
tba consolidation and amendment of the laws regula-
tng the sale and disposal of the Waste Lands were
embodied in a Bill which I introduced to the General

Assembly, and which was passed into law without

aterial alteration.
m;ﬂ;ﬂ Ep_plir:ati{}n of one common ]apw to all parts of
.o +Toviuce, whether within or without the (Gold-
fields, will, I am convinced, prove to be a great im-
I:'Tﬂt'ement upon the old and more restrictive system,
ut at thﬁ‘: same time the exercise of their enlarged
%“f‘“’ﬁl"ﬂ gives greatly increased work to the Waste
Yands Board and the Land and Survey Department
geﬂﬂrﬂ]i}*,

M .
aetli:::i?]%rgemﬁﬂt of the ]}aard will, T donot doubi}
ol t.mj.ima].]ﬂtct the publie, as wu:-alllﬁﬂ by wa{ 0
to h{;m(? “]_E Eljstlﬂﬁilf_‘lﬂtﬂl_)erﬂ. 16 wili FJE your duty
Beng EF:]?LLE one additional member during your pre-

‘} r:i]DjJ-' " . #
W},jig}‘l ihfﬁ_ General Assembly lmn.rin_;:jr rqeci:qd [:-hﬂr ]'3]111
City of If:utmd aced to enable the Co r'|:m;*mlrm]b{}r ltD:TL
Workg f elson to purchase the plant of tho | :r or:
fulf rom the Province, I have nol been fl d:_lﬂ Et”
Worl "y EEPFE-"_HEd intention to hand _niwu [_.. I{['}hn
o Sand the Gagworks to the ;}Juf,fn:nrll]u:au {I] l,h“
mpfm.i}ﬂ 8oon as a Corporation was formed. ; .”nI iy
bot}, lr];:nt{}’ I have placed the entire IT]HI”‘TE;]::HII?r i
A Tatrcons s ‘1 proect Uhy Provnco frn
e ris) _GDIDI]'E as will ]}.HJ LL} 7 IililiUH dedd i
Whig s of loss in consequence of the liab

1‘{?;Jt 16 8til] resre.
l'iﬂmé éhﬂ_ﬂct' which you p:‘lI:.IFEf]. ] el e
£30 00 '€ to raise upon speci fied ﬂmiunt_m £he BRU
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YUm and the construction of & W har{ and 1Jry
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hﬁen b}r His Yxcellency the Governor,
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1 .y /e s at (ol ot
accordance with th + a1 T D= remaider of ¢
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require
quired for t}q conveniene

Progress of the Pyt

the Goldfieldy s

T'he repeal nE ;E!{P;]f:,ﬂlhlr]ﬂﬂﬂ et Jour attention.
to these Boards uf’t.nflz FT{FI-?”}H o e paynung
'pecified revenue cﬂllec-h;*r;ﬂ 't}]{? B 5 i
diskriots has faoe o e Within their respective
operation,  Qnly twéﬂI;rﬂihfiftm}m?emenl; A
sidered to he workin F«‘EI.tI'EFElEI % e e
practically, if not ]egally, d;[F[f;:::Jg? a}]{ltﬁﬁiia itam
rﬁ]ﬂ;;e'r fnlr rfigrau that at least the e;ﬁperiment UE;'
allowing local control over 1o

allowed a trial, for T believe thaiaghze;i?al;?t E;L:a?iﬂt
factory condition of these Boards, and their fre ueri;
squabbles with the Provincial Government Emuld
have been avoided had a fixed proportion of the

each Board, and subject to their unrestricted manage-
ment and control.

15. The question of the establishment of Special
Settlements is one which, you are aware, has occupied
mv attention and that of my advisers for several years
past. The want of funds for the purpose both of
forming such settlements, and of giving ‘emporary
employment to the sebtlers has, until recently, pre-
vented any active steps being taken under the Act
which I passed through the General Assembly in the
year 1872, Last session, however, thé Assembly
voted a sum of £8000 for the settlement of immi-
grants in this Province, which enabled a first experi-
ment to be tried. The original intention when the
Act I have referred to was passed was to form one or
more Special Settlements in the Upper Bulleria con-
nection with the expenditure upen roads in that
district which it was hoped the General Assembly
would authorise. Subsequently, upon the strong
recommendation of the Immigration Officer, 1t was
determined to make the Karamea the site of the first
experiment. About sixty families are now located
there, and the success which has hitherto attended
| the efforts of the Provincial Government appears to
me to be exceedingly satisfactory. 16 1s no doubt,
however, premature to express a confident opinior as

permanence of that success, as the time of

{o the : ; :
trial will come when the assistance of the Grovernment,

.| upon which the auFLlars' have hitherto so largely de-
ended, is necessarily u'l!hlnlr*nwn.

16, During the past nine mouths four vf'rssalsﬁhm-@
arrived at this port wﬂ:}l 883 1mmigrants .rmm Grreat
Britain and Ireland, of all ages and sexes, E%q_uul to
737 statnte adults, as permanent Pf"kf:{!ium ln the
Provinea, An additional lEumbm‘ of 262, equal to
919 statute adults, who arrived by the SAme 1-.333,;?]?!
e dad to other Provinces according to their

ation, ov for other H[mvi:}l reasons.
Lo H!L}" HHL{ the wlmlulut i!m:ﬂu pt}I“BL:-_llﬂ,
oxceptions caused by sickness, have
idod with employment, or have
ttlors upon land 1 the Iyaramea. |
Ono mora vessel wibh thl!lll‘gl'illltﬂ ltltl}’lbu looked for
: fow weeks, but 1o further arrivals can be
il somo months afterwards, as the Minis-
[mwmigration _lmﬂ been I'm!uutilmi_tu suspend
¢ of immigrants for this }.rquuuﬂ during
h would lead to their arrival in the
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L trust, therefore, that

pnﬂ.il}irm to com-
which are go much

o of shipping and the

revenues locally raised remained secured by law to
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