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to be considered as Qffficial Communications made to those Persons to whom they may relate, and are to be

obeyed accordingly.

ALFRED GREENFIELD, Provinocial Secretary.
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PRBOVINCIAT. COUNCGCILLE:

TuEspAy, May 5, 1874.

Tae Twenty-fifth Session of the Provineial Couneil
of Nelson was opened this day at Twelve o’clock,
when the following Address was delivered by his
Honor the Superintendent ;:—

M=z, SPEAXER AND GENTLEMEN oF T PROVIN-
CIAL COoUNCIL—

1. The short time that has elapsed since your late
seseion, during which you disposed of the important
matters then submitted for your consideration so far
as the limited powers remaining with the Provineial
Legislature enabled you to do 8o, makes 1l unneces-
sary for-me to address you at much length.

2. The annual account of the Provineial Treasurer
showe a glight improvement in the receipls of revenue
as compared with those of the preceding year, and 1
think there is fair reagon to helieve that the improya-
ment will be both permanent and progressive,

3. The accounts of the province are however still
conspicuous for the almost entire absence of the
feature which forms the chief item in the revenues of
the southern provinces, and supplies the only fund
derived from current revenue out of which public
works of any magnitude can be constructed, namely,
the proceeds of sales of land.

4. It rests with the General Assembly to decide
whether this province shall be placed in a position to
complete those main lines of communication without
which the lands of its .il'ltﬂl‘i(}l", much of which may b}r
these means be made available for permanent settle-
ment, as well as immediately valuable for their
minerals and timber, must remain uninhabited and
unproductive.

6. The legal questions which were raised in the Pro-
vince of Woellington shortly after your session ended,
and arve still undecided, relative te the action of the
tovernment of' that province in raising money for the
execution of public works in nutivipu!‘iuu of the
aubhority of Parcliament, led me to thank it desirable
to suspend acting upon your resolution empowering
me to borrow the sum ot £60,000 for the completion
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of the main road between Nelson, ”Pﬂﬂ:ml‘ft Tl:f-
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Colonial Government with regard to 1t o
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Parlinment mn-ﬂnm‘t" from the Colonial Government

1

the completion ‘n'l‘ the mn]ﬁ 1:{1:.11“
'pper Buller, a8 far as the Maruia,
dor to render the blocks
co{tlement available for

ceptance of an
l."fﬁl .ff\.,ﬁi."ﬂ tor
connecting the | |
with the r—m*t of Nelson, 10 o1
of land reserved for gpecial
that purpose.

A pnrl:ion of this W _
o pemainder wil

surveye and speci

ork ig already 1n Progress, and
1 be called for as soon a8

e e o £ led 1
bandste tot loations can be

the mnecessary
completed.

6. Amongst the measures which will be presentoe d to
von are—A Bill for the Prevention of Cruelty to
‘ a Bill to give security over the Buller

Animals ; : ‘
Reserve for the cost of construction and maintenance

of the railway from Westport to Ngakawaho ; and a
Bill to empower me to hand over the Waterworks and
Gasworks of the City of Nelson to the newly formed
Corporation, in consideration of relief to the province
Som the liabilities and expenditure it has mcurred
with respect to them.

7. Resolutions will also be submitted to you recom-
mending the consolidation of the laws regulating the
sale and leasing of the waste lands of the Crown
within the province, with such minor alterations as the
course of administration has proved to be desirable.

These laws, spread as they now are over a number
of statutes, are complicated and difficult to under-
stand, and I think you will concur with me in the
opinion that it is highly expedient that they should be
compressed into a single Act so as to be more readily
accessible and comprehensible to intending immi-

grants, as well as to those already seftled amongst us. | business.
1 propose also that the land laws should as far as IS
posgible be made uniform throughout the province, SRS é‘j ;ﬁ?ﬁ}gndeuf
UpPerin 1iks
Irinted under the hmhwit;r of the bl e :
Yrioters iLu.; l'-{.:l.,“:” ll. {;‘L{‘I'L'l,',lj_“mut by IR ” L el s
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number of gold miners ifl the Grrey Valley,

0. The steady progress making in the exploratio, -
energelic working of the gold-bearing reefy of 0,
Inangnhua and the Lyell, tﬂg?ﬂ—?ﬂf FWJth the late ry.
mising discoveries at the Mokihinui and the Ay

:duce me to believe that this branch of indugty
take a prominent
yince,

10. The formation of the first company, with & capity|
sufficient to work efficiently a portion of the iron gy
coal fields of the Para Para and Collingwood, gives pgog
reason to hope that this valuable mineral diatriutnwm
before long afford the means of support to a large ayg

thriving population.

11. The survey of the line of railway from Foxhillt,
Brunnerton having now been completed, the Coloniy
Government will be in a position to make application

whether within
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and permanent position in theF p?r]r}l

to the General Assembly for an appropriation of
money for the construction of a further portion of i,
in accordance with the understanding arrived at

during the last session of Parliament.

12. The building of the new Lunatic Asylum isin pro-
aress, but as the amount. of the funds placed at my
disposal will not be sufficient to complete and furnish
it for the reception of patients, you will be requested

to make further provision for that purpose.

I now declare this Council open for the dispatich of
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