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F
Lo Tue CiainMAN OF TIE CENTRAL DBOARD OF D UCATION

Sir,—TI find that 199 names have been added to the school
rolls during the past Y&l the numbers being DOW 3671,
Three new schools have also been opened, making & total of 5'5
under the control of the Board. It is a hopeful featurc in this
year’s returns that the average daily attendance has risen t0
more than 70 per cent, 88 against only 65 per cent in 1872
And I am glad to be able to report that the increase in the

number of children is altogether amongst those above nine
years old, of whom there are 209 more than there were last
year, while the columns for those above 12 years old show the

large increase of 109.

The great length to which my detailed report of each school
has unavoidably extended prevents me from referring specially
upon this occasion to the manner in which the several branches

of cducation are now being taught in our schools. On the
whole, the results appear to me Very satisfactory, the children
being at least as well instructed as in former years, while they
are certainly much better disciplined.
The number of readers marked “goo
581, of advanced ari thmeticians 395, these numbers correspon-
ding pretty closely with those given last year. |
prefix to my usual detailed account
of each school a description of the method of inspection hitherto
pursued, in order to show how the results given in the annual
returns are arrived at. Rather more than two-thirds of the
schools are regularly examined twice, and inspected at least
once more during the yecar, scven of the smaller and more
inaccessible schools—chiefly in the Golden Bay District—are
visited twice only, while the ten schools on the WWest Coast

d” is 950,—of writers

It may not be amiss to
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receive but one examination a year. At the princq}ml :mn:l;
nation, due notice of which is gwizn to the teachers, nn‘

scholar, with the exception of those in the alphabet c]nss,. 1S
carefully tested in every subject taught, the‘ result lmFlng
recorded at the same time in a form prc-pnrc:d with that Dh]{?ﬂfl.
A tolerably close approximation to a true plctur:& nf.the schoo

1s thus arrived at. But there are several disturbing influences,
such as irregular attendance, frequent changes of teachers, _nnd
the youthfulness of the scholars, which must be taken into

account. The present ought also to be compared with ﬂilﬂ
past state of a school, and with the state of other schools in

similar circumstances, before a final judgment can be arrived
at. The subjoined summary of each school may tlherc{hre be
regarded as my final opinion. modified by the fmregamﬁg circums-
stances, and assisted by the mnotes taken during each
examination, and by observation of the teachers’ method of
conducting school when under Inspection. I have given
the numbers present at each school on the occasion of my last
examination.

Bridge-street Boys, 1st Division (45 present )—Mr Smith —
This échna?, besides absorbing large drafts from its ong
division, has been ied, latterly, to a small exient, by the more
advanced scholars from Haven-road and ampden-street
schools. This is a step in the right direction. Independently
of theadvantace that a masier whose attention is concentrated
upon two classcs must possess over teachers, a portion of whose
energies must be bestowed on the supervision of seven or eight
classes the spirit of emulation is necessari] ¥ keeneramonga large
body of boys of the SAME age and standing than ip establish-
ments where competition js practically restricted 1o g few.
Thus Mr Smith, while maictaining that special superiority in
both mental ang slate arithmetic for which his scholars have
50 long been celebrated, is enabled also to teach successfully
Leaving out of account
the winners of the Governors’ suhnlﬂrships, to whom such g
Preparation is of the createst service, T am convinced thateven
4 superficial acquaintapce with the grammar of the most
grammatical of languages js 2 valuable possession to take

away from school. The estimation in whjch this excellent
school is Lelg by parents is sho

boys over 14 years old who are allowed to remaip.

: Boys, ond Division (97 Present)—Mr Sadd,

' d thoroughness in the
teaching are the most striking characteristies here. Whatever

grounded drafts of scholars for the upper school—-being rigidly
excluded. The qQualifications that énable a teacher to subordi-
nate himself go entirely {o g Comparatively thankless task
though €xceedingly rare, are hardly sufficiently appreciated, l

:Hardy—srreet : Girls, 95d Division (63 present)—Mys Sait,
Miss J ohnson, assistant,—Jp point of attainment I fipg this
school f_ully up to the high standarg of former years. Reading

, as heretufnre, the strong points, though

however, {hat the Xkeen Competition

EXle'E among our town schools, whateyer advantage
Possess, is undoubted) Y injurious
other schaols,
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children are fairly taught. It oughi tq bo
power of a scholar, whose name has one
roll, t5 enter another town school gt the clogq of g
is now frequently dong, for some trivial pe
In justice to the teachers not less than a yegps
should be permitted.

Hardy-street : Girls, 2nd Diyision (G0
Galland.—The children here continue to
are Kept in excellent order. The adoption g
that an assistant should be cwployed in the SPare rogy, i
to relieve Miss Galland of the Numberg by Whic)y ,sh th
oppressed, and to rem>)ve a class of tq Most foryy
from the preparatory school, would e for t)
establishments.

DPresenty \[

C i

Preparatory (125 present)—Miss Cother
Witney.—Though there can be N0 question of t}a ener
ability of the two young teachers to whom i
almost impossible task of teaching ang keeping Inorder g,
large a number of children—two-thirds of Wwhom haye com.
pleted their seventh year—J must reiterate 1y conviction ghy
the teaching staff here is wholly inadequate tg the work
cxpected of it. The upper class here compares Ilnfm'umblyin
CVEry respect with the upper class in the 2nq divisjop at
Haven-road, the conditions ag to age and standing being almogt
1dentical in both classes. The explanation of this is that (he
number of children under the charge of the assistant gt ITaven.

road, though large, is not absolutely beyond the teacher's
powers.

Hampden-street - (96 present)—Mr Sunley, assistant Miss
Johnstone.—The scholars in the first class read well, write
correctly from dictation, and show a fair acquaintance with
the higher branches of arithmetic, but all the other classes
are inferior to the corresponding classes in the 2nd division of
the Bridge-street school, both in point of discipline and of af-
tainment. The writing especially js generally sluvenb’:‘ﬂ“d
the spelling bad. Thig backwardness may be pnrt}ﬂ”?
accounted for by the imperfect training that has been Sl
until lately, in the junior division. Under the present energetic
mistress of that department many of these defects may be
€xpected to disappear, though it is clear to me that the elder
boys at least would do el to complete their education at Mr
Smith’s school.

Haven Road - (128 present)—Mr J. L. Hodgson, nsmstﬂn[;
Miss Dement and Miss Burns—The reading and dictation 0
the two first classes, and the writing throughout the Eﬂ_hﬂﬂlm
cxcellent. The girls also in the upper classes are i m:ﬂg
Tespect equal to scholars of the same age in the best of our glfle_
schools. Byt the suggestion that I have made as 10 thzcn.
sirability of transferring the most advanced boys at Ilamp i
street to the 1st division of the Bridge-street school HPIL it
With equal force here.  Both of the assistant teuﬂllﬂrs.dn : W
work ¢xceedingly well, the orderliness of the 2nd division, nize-
taught exc]usive]y by Miss Burns,- being Eﬁpaﬂi“]'y P rﬂt in
worthy. Iam unable, however, to record any imp roveminthe
the rate of attendance, nor can I offer any explanation © omy
fact that with a staff of cflicient and popular teachers, & :I'” i
and well-appointed building, centrally situated, an dancé
Proached in every direction by excellent roads, the “ttEﬂBO per
for the year hag been only 68 per cent, while it is above

i orably
cent. in the Bridge-street schools, in no respect more fa¥
placed,

b M
St Mary’s ; Boys, (72 present)—Mr Richards, assistal

Severne.—J hyye again to express my satisfaction
conduct of thig school, Arithmetic, both mental ﬂhl
E€ography ang Writing are particularly well taught-

with tbe
nd slaté
The




Monitors,.—I am glad to be
but one this admirably conducte
ground lost last year through the
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unior scholars nre‘ﬂnrﬂfully pPrepared by My
tone of the school is still excellent,

St. Mary’s : Girls (115 lvresent)——-.éister

pupils, especially those in the YWo upper clagsses acquitted
themselves remarkably well jn every branch at m.‘r’lI
nation. The arithmetic wag, indeed,
specinl mention.  One only out of a class of fourteen girls
failed to solve correctly eleven questions set by myself, some
of which presented considerable difficulties, No such result
has been attained this year in any other public school. T
observe that several of the senior pupils are undergoing a
special training as pupil teachers, an admirable plar by which
the present teaching staff is strengthened, and provision is

being made for a future supply. The discipline of the school
is perfect.

Clifton Zerrace : (21 present)—Mr Gilbert.—The general
conclusion that I have come to with regard to this school is,
that while what may be termed the mechanical branches are
singularly well taught, intellectually the scholars rank low.
They read, for instance, fairly, but explain badly  Their
handwriting 1s  also  exceptionally good, arithmetic
being defective.  Their dictation is accurate, but their
knowledge of grammar and geography very slight. The low
rate of attendance, only 55 per cent during the first two
quarters of the year, will explain much of this backwardness.

Severne. The

8 of Charity.—Tle

last exami-
80 good as to desorve

Hillside and Happy Valley : Half-time Schools—! appy
Villey 18 present, Hillside 17)—Mr Collins.—Although the
rate of attendance under this system is now less than when the:
attraction of novelty brought the average up to nearly 80 per
cent, I regard the working of the half-time system in this dis-
trict at least as being on the whole successful. Without
conceding what some enthusiasts have claimed for this plan—
that children learn under it quite as much as under the full-
time system—it is clear to me that under an energetic teacher
like Mr Collins, and with parents who will make considerable
sacrifices to send their children regularly, a cheap elementary
cducation may thus be placed within the reach of many who
would otherwise remain quite untaught. Though the parents,
especially at Hillside, hbave by no means carried ouf their part
of the bargain so well as the master has done, fair progress in
every branch has been made’at both schools.

Stoke : (49 present)—Mr Barnett.—When I last visited
Stoke the bulk of the scholars bad only just returned from a
Prolonged absence at hop-picking. It is desirable that both
here and in other districts where the children are likely to be
taken away periodically on.tbis account, the holidays shmﬁﬂd
be made to correspond, as nearly as possible, with the period
of absence. To teach for some weeks a mere skeleton of a
school is disheartening to the tcacher, and must be com-
Paratively unprofitable to the few scholars who remu.m,u:s
most of the work must be gone over again when the school 1s
refilled. ‘Ihe master, who has not been long appointed, was
doing his work well, as far as I was able to judge under the
Eircmnstunces, though the want of order among the younger
children showed the need of a second teacher.

T Roys (60 present—Mr W’illis:, nsmstantflllflra
larrington,—Under the present master, this bulwf Ir-i:iuy
Maintaing its former high reputation. ﬂmrmdu;gnmh;:rll thf
are of more than average merit mrnugliﬂllbt;:f :ﬁe Cf:ndi-
arithmetic being oxcellent. It ;S,HEtEw{zllttlg cm;lpete for the
dates wlho are sent up from e

. _ el : and set
Provincial scholarships are invariabl Weut'tm;zz;:;u:u :
about their work in n business-like and clfective :

" Cr isted by
' ek osent)—NM\iss Spencer, assis
Skl (510 i Pruble t)ﬂ report that in every respect

d school has fully regained the
unavoidable absence of its

LETTE, 77

un-ifnrmly good, and the spelling
cight years old being able to

mistake. In grammar,

sy gecography, and arithmetic the girls

acquit themselves creditably. DBu the reading, even of
the upper classes, Lthough fluent, is monotonous and spiritless.
Ranzau ;: (4 present)—N\r

Timms — A decided improvement
several branches. The

Combes, assisted by Miss

has been effected here in
oAl first and second classes now read
very distinetly, and answer readily in both geography and
grn-n}mar. The arithmetic is somewhat mechanical, the
Writing neat enough, but weak and scratchy.

Hope : (31 present)—Mr Ladley:

has just been transferred to Waimea West, having taught this
school for some years, leaves it in 2 creditable condition. The
few children who have remained until the completion of their
tweltfth year read well, and have a fair elementary knowledge
of grammar and geography. The penmanship is respectable,
and arithmetic is rationall y taught. Good order is also Kept.

River Terrace: (40 present)—Mrs and Miss Bryant.—In
spite of the bad attendance, ‘which has never risen above 62

per cent,and in one quarter reached only 49, very good results
are attained here. The reading and writing are of more than
average merit, a marked improvement having taken place in
arithmetic, insomuch that I have found 21 scholars able to
work the more advanced rules against only 4 in the same
grade last year. Spelling is now the weak point in the school,
the upper classes writing from dictation incorrectly, while the
oral spelling of the lower classes is very faulty.

Spring Grove: (70 present)—Mr and Mrs Edmunds.—
Nothing could be better than the way in which the three
upper classes acquitted themselves at my last examination.
Reading, writing, arithmetic, and dictation were alike
thoroughly well taught. The children in the lower division,
however, cut but a poor figcure when contrasted with their
seniors. The excessive subdivision of the classes, of which
there are no less than five in the junior department, will to
some extent account for this discrepancy. This is not the
only place in which much time and teaching are
frittered away by a needless splitting up of the school into
subdivisions. No elementary school should bhave more than
six classes, though I am aware that the practice, even in some
of our smaller schools, is to have as many as eight or nine.

Lower Wakefield : (6S present)—Mr and Mrs Chattock —
Reading, speclling, and arithmetic are well taught throughout
the school, the junior division being now Eﬂicientl}{ mnd‘ucted.
The point that strikes the visitor most fn::rre1b]}" 1s the
exquisite penmanship, to which the t:}ble? recording the
number of good writers do but -scant justice. Z!E‘ﬂr sevgml
of those who are marked simply as “ good * in. this and two
or three other schools so far excel the writers whu‘ are
ordinarily included under that head as _tu deserve a hJ_glE
designation. At the risk of rendering my, educatio

—The lafe master, who

columns too complicated, I intend :1d£1ing_next year a fourth
column for penmanship of exceptional merit.

Eighty-2ight Valley : (22 prcseut)—ﬁf_r I?Ub}'.—Much ml;z
been achieved by the master here, considering the mat -
with which he has had to deal. The formerly #neglectﬂ:
children of Eighty-eight Valley now compare fu;]un;bl_v,;i}%
every respect, with children of the same age 1n ScC 1001 u.d
have been far longer established. A longer expenentfe,fsun
the consciousness that his merits as a teacher nrebn:m ﬂme{
recognised, have probably induced Mr _Roby to h?s alel f]_s S
what of that nervous tendency to overstimulate pup

which teachers at once zealous and new to their work are

liable.
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Upper Wakefield : (59 present)—Mr Chamberlain, assistant Neudorf (41 Iér_‘esmt]]t)rﬁ & :‘u ders D{}Sﬂun[‘lig‘___r_[.
Miss Tunnicliff —This school has suffered much from ‘fre- prm*en?ent in rlen H:,gi u; no 11;%0 last yeqr i cum? I
quent changes of teachers, as well as from the habitual | the children t._l?nu,__,‘mul speaking more urtiﬁlllﬂ'[g]y l:ua)
withdrawal of the more promising scholars at a very carly fm:merly: 'er_tmg is also mr:)re s.uccess[uliy lang)ye bt:lthlll
age. The present master, who has held his appointment GD}F’ arithmetic is stﬂ} slow and mechanica]. The rate “f&lt,on Lh:lhﬂ
n?ne months, has effected a considerable improvement 1n | though low, has improved. -

handwriting and arithmetic. There is much lost g?frmmd to
be made up in other respects. I was favorably impressed
with the good discipline and careful preparation of the lower
classes. The older scholars struck me as being ecxceedingly
No1sy.

Foxhll : (13 present)—Mr H. Ladley.—No {urther explana-
tion of the backwardness of the dozen children who were
present at my last examination will be necessary than the bare
statement that three masters have been engaged in experi-
mentalising upon them during the past twelve months. The
present master, who, like his two predecessors, is quiie

Lower Moutere : (45 present)—Mry Robsnn,
Jas. Robson, junior.—I need say ljtt]q more o
excellent school than that the numbers iy attendap,
to increase, and that the teaching in CVery brang], ;
to the high standard of former years,
that too much talking was allowed among the g
work at their desks. Making €very allowanee for
difference, that every good teacher understands, between :EH
noise of work and mere talkativeness, I think thag g e :
latitude of speech is tolerated here.

dup

inexperienced, promises well, though I see mo reason for
altering the opinion I expressed two years ago as to the
expediency, but on economical and on educational grounds, of
consolidating the Upper Wakefield and Foxhill schools.

Motupiko : (14 present)—Mrs Fugle —I regret that I can
record no improvement here, during the past year. In one
respect, indeed, there is a decided Ialling off. The extra-
ordinary drawl with which all the children (with one
exception) read, and which showed some Symptom of abate-
ment last year, is more noticeable than ever. The writing is
slovenly, the spelling full of mistakes, and three out of four
of the easy sums that I set were brought up wrong., Never-

Motueka : 1st Division (45 present)—y Bisley
teacher, Miss Leech.—In respect of both discipline ang teach.
ing, Motueka stands in the front rank of oy schools, A py
praiseworthy feature is the impartiality with which the maste;
bestows his attention upon all his classes, By a recept
arrangement the control of both divisions of the schoo] js
vested in the master, a system that ought to be adopted where-

ever practicable, The extraordinarily low rate of altendance,
62 per cent, is just as unaccountable, and, I may add, as dis.
creditable to the neighborhood, as that at Haven-road,

» pupil

Motueka : 2nd Division (43 present)—DNMiss  Guy.—The

children in this division are admirably prepared for the upper
department, and are kept in excellent order. I have noticed
that the reading is singularly distinct, and that great pains are
taken to ground the children well in the multiplication and
other tables, a point often neglected until it is too late.

theless the rate of attendance, 75 per cent, is exceptionally
high.

Waimea West : North Division (40 present)—Mr Thorburn,
assisted by Miss Thorburn —The present school, if compared

with its former self, is in a Very unsatisfactory state, While
the number of children over 12 years of age has more than
doubled during the year, the number of good readers 18 only
half as many as in 1879 The good writers are fewer by a
‘third, the arithmeticians by two-thirds, Though little is
attempted beyond reading, arithmetie, and writing, the school
1S now relatively backward in the two former branches,
T€ason assigned by the master for this falling off —of which he
1s fully conscious—is the Irregular attendance of the younger
schn]arﬁs, who are engaged in flax-cutting. This explanation

is insufficient, however, to account for the] backwardness of
the junior classes, nor is it altogether consi

average of attendance, 73 per cent,

Ngatimoti : (29 present) — Mr Sutcliffe, — Considerable
progress has been made here during the past twelve months.
This is doubtless partly due to the better rate of attendm.lﬂﬁ
which has risen from 59 to 71 per cent; but more is fairly
attributable to the energy of the master, who has done much
towards awakening the irnterest of a listless set of scholars

These acquitted themselves remarkably well in l_IlEﬂt“:
arithmetic, read fairly, and wrote ,better than they did ls
year.

Dovedale - (14 present)—Mr Sterling.—The present teﬂdl?r
had been at work only five months when I iﬂspecwdhci
school. A daily attendance of 11, and an average ﬂttendtﬂm
of 47 per cent.during a season when the roads have Eu
excellent and the weather almost invariably fine, hold Dut. Jent
slender encouragement to a teacher whose zeal and eiﬂ 3
aptitude for his calling deserve better things. 10 & det
detailed account of the attainments of children taught U2
such conditions would be a waste of time.

Waimea West Village : (28 present)—Iate Mr and Mrg
Larchin — A1l that cnergy and skill on the Part of teachers
could do has been done to raise the standard of this hitherto
backward school. Nor have these efforts been altogether
!}:g.rren of result. The reading throughout s much better than
| i It was—there is a moderate lmprovement in arithmetic, and g
| | better style of pPenmanship than formerly. Mr anil Mrs
| () Larchin have been transferred to Westport. It is not sur-

. | prising that teachers who have their heartg 1n their work

should be anxious to leave g school where only 22 children oyt

Here,

Pangatotara Upper and Lower » Half-time Schoulﬁ-—"ﬁpﬁ
School 17 present, Lower School 14)—Mr Drowh '—} 1 {hies?
special report on the operation of the half-time system 1 need

two schools has been already considered by the Board,

as at Stok = i i DL

‘J hel holida D‘ & an alteration in the time of giving the Summer | only repeat my opinion that the sooner this gystem 1: 3 hall-
at ho yﬂifkreql:ilrefil Ol account of the ahsence of the scholars | tinued here the better. T cannot accept an average ?biné' k8

HOP-picking during g large part of the Marel quarter days, or in all 74 schools hours a weelk as being any otle

Upper Moutere - (42
characteristics that hav
prevail,

rl’
a substitute for an education, And it ought not to h? f;’ Lﬂ-hllﬂ
that this miserable result was all that could he attain

¢
_ hile th
the experiment had the attraction of novelty, and v (o the

, st
weather was ot an exceptional fineness, It is only J¥° to 8
ular] ine : master, ed to I1op% ph
PATents and seholgee ¥ good feeling between » Who has lately been transferr rime

] e
) Other °0 one side, and teachers on the | thet he Apparently did his best to carry out the cx]
1 ' effectively,

present)—Mr and Myg Cook.—The
msl.rl{ed this school sti))

l regular attendance, and g sing
I




y.—The
e upper
noticed
1ins are
on and

derable
nonths.
ndance,

fairly
 much
holars
mental
id last

NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE

Riwaka : (47 present)—NMry Cowleg
_Though the master hag to conten with bad attendance, his

upper classes take a respectaple place. vy e
indistinct, bul vfrmmg and arithmetje are auccesz[ulrlmdt?li h]f;?3I
The upper portion of the schoo] ig orderly, but um}' Dunﬂ ’
children appear to be illtaught, ang under very little cgntnﬁer

Brooklyn: (19 present) — Misg Mic
progress has been made in

) 0ssistant Miss Gaskol]

188 kell, — Extraordinary
this little school since jts opening
eighteen months ago. During that period several children

who, I am informed, have had but little instruction elsewhere
have learnt to read fairly, to write from dietation with tolerable
correctness, and to solve questions Involving the multiplication
and division of money. Two of the scholars can also work
questions in practice. The rate of attendence, 69 per cent, is
not unusually high. Tknow of no other school in which so much

has been done at so little cost. Several of our remoter
schools cost nearly three times as much, and effect less.

Takaka : (22 present)—Mr Bow.— Although the average
rate of attendance here for the year has been very high,
73 per cent, I failed to detect any general improvement
The children seemed deficient in animation, and apparently
took but little interest in their work, the spirit of emulation
being totally wanting.

Long Plain : (22 present)—Mr Langford.—The number and
ages of the scholars at this school correspond very closely
with those at Takaka, the average rate of attendance being,
however, much lower. In spite of this disadvantage, the
children at Long Plain compare favorably with their neighbors
In several respects. They are far more alert in replying to the
questions put to them, and can give a more intelligent account
of what they have been reading. The younger classes, I
observed, were carefully grounded in their tables.

Clifton and Motupip: : Half-time Schools (20 present)—DMrs
Robinson.—The odd compromise that lias resulted in the
maintenance of two schools within little more than a mile of
each other, taught, on alternate days, by the same mistress,
scems to be alike acceptable to parents, scholars, and ,teacher.
More good worlk is being done under this arrangement than I
should have thought possible. This may be partly accounted
for by the fact that nearly all the clder children attend both
schools, Much is due also to the exceptionally high qualifica-
tions of the mistress. - The number of good readers is still
relatively large; the handwriting is neat throughout; arith.
metic, history, and geography being all thoroughly well
taught, Most of the children recite poetry with correct
emphasis, and with a freedom from sing-song that 1s as rare as
1t is refreshing.

Collinqwood : (62 present)—Mr and Mrs Marten _—-T:u?:
present teachers have made strenuous efforts to regaln the
ground that was unavoidably lost through the iliness ‘u:f the
late well-tried master. In one branch, indeed—handwriting—
I can observe a marked improvement upon the standard
former] y attained. The children explain very well what they
have been reading, and write correctly from dictation. They

set about theie work in rather a noisy fashion.

Westport : (87 present)—Mr and Mrs Lur{:hm.-—Thf}rlllei
Dation of the former teachers has rendered unuﬁc(e]ss.t:r_:l y
Special report on the state of this school that I.lll::;ul i?n. verI.'::
{ iy state in general terms that 1 mu.nd- th‘c,[EL 311 Thero 18
backward condition when I inspected it 1n March.

the most
N0.reason why this should not become onc usfl e
advanced, as well ng one of the most numerousty

8Chools in the [:-rm'iuﬂu.

Cobden ; (48 Ilrescnt)-—MI’ Ray.
the schools on the West Coast, and
Pared with the best schools in the home

__This is still at the head of
would rank high 1if com-
districts. One proof
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': Iiet;l:u;? t!li number :fnrl good quality of the candidates for
fo l_mm: Scholarships who annually present themselves

‘r ?x*{'mmﬂtlﬂﬂ: one of whom was this year successful. The
dmlplme 13 as good as the teaching.

Brunnerton : (32 present)—Mr Young.—Fair progress has

been. made here in several branches during the past year. The
r?adlng and arithmetic are generally better than they were.
(-;.rnmfnu.r and geography are also very well tanght. DBut the
dmtatmn,. especially of the second class, is faulty, and the
handwriting, without exception, feeble and shapelr:sa:

Subsidised Schools.

_Natuwn : (28 present)—NMiss Ferris.—The inhabitants o
tl}ls tm_rnship have built and furnished a schoolroom of ample
dimensions at their own cost, The children attending are at
present very young, and have almost everything to learn: but
they are being well taught and kept in good order by a teacher

who, though herself very youthful, scems fully equal to the
task that she has undertaken.

Ahaura : (42 present)—DMiss Clarke.—Although their ener-
getic mistress is no longer able to teach and control the
Increasing numbers that are flocking to this school, I was
gratified with the results that she had attained in so short a
time, under great difficulties. I believe that it would be for
the ultimate benefit of the school if a competent master were
engaged, as at St. Patrick’s, Charleston. At present an
assistant is urgently needed. '

Reefton : (28 present)—Late Mr Niven.—I found the
scholars here, with hardly one exception, backward and dis-
orderly. The late’ master resigned immediately after my
examination, and an experienced teacher is about to take
charge of the school, which requires a thorough re-organisa-

tlon.

Addison’s Flat : (26]present)—Mrs Duffy.—Good work .is
being done here on the whole. The children in the first and
second classes read remarkably well, with good intonation,
The dictation is also good. Not much is being done in arith-
metic, and the handwriting 1s i1ndiffercut throughout, owing,
in part, to mere beginners being allowed to write in copy-books
intended only for advanced pupils. The discipline is some-

what lax.

Brighton : (19 present)—Mrs Murph}'.——-Th_is little school,
which has undergone several vicissitudes, having been closed
more than once for want of support, has been re-opened by the

present teacher, under more favorable auspices than hitherto,
and bids fair to succeed. The mistress 1s both competent and
zealous, and the children are being very carefully trained.

Charleston, Blackett-street.—(15 prﬂseut)—l[r: A. Bﬁrﬂwn.—-
The few children who were present when Iexamined this S{::hﬂﬂl
were well taught. They read and spelt well, were exceedingly
ready in Geography and History, and parsed correctly. I _felt
however that the numbers in nttendar{cc were not sufficient
to warrant the continuance of the substd}: to t}ns SEhﬂle, ‘ll]m;ﬂ
especially as there is ample nccummﬂdutmnﬁ in St Patrick’s
School for many more children than attend Blackett-street.

esent)—Mr De'any.—I found

woton. St Patrick's : (34 pr
Charleslon, than it was last year, but the

this school much better organised 2 ot
almost universal slovenliness of the penmanship an

backwardness of the arithmetic, showed unmistakeably the

nteccssity for the teacher’s obtaining more assistance. No

sinele teacher could possibly accomplish the task that has
=

latterly been attempted by Mr Delany.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

1W. C. HobGsoN,
Inspector,

=
—— — ——
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84 NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE,

ABSTRACT of the Accounts of the CENTRAL BOARD oF LipucarroN, from July |, 1872, (o T :
0

Dx. B . = %ﬂ] '

To Balance in Union Bank 18 16 11 y Dalaries * £
Inci ‘ ' t of Grant for Repairs inclnding Committee allowaneee ™ | 8615 1 4
Pm?llg%ni)Gmnt (Tcludmg. EM oo [(,300 0 O ,: New buildings and sites 5 fces 19y 11: I
Rents .. oo | 205 0 S » Rent of school premises 23 0
Sale of B(:nigs - oo S 0 0 » JBooks, Maps, and School Fittiugg s | 4508 10 1
Overdraft | 104 0 6 » Lrinting, Postage, Lay, Freight, &o | 31 i
- »» Interest on overdraft " R :

[ 23 2

7,685 17 8 il i

J / 7,635 R

G. Tarnor,
Examined and foung correct,
H. D. Jacksox,
Provincial Auditoy,

-_____——-T_—-"—- Pl g
! LEinted under the H-Uthurity nf. the Provi "‘*-é-—h_.*___ e

Vincia] - = e :
| \ riters for th time bﬂeE;nE Et?;% Ezﬂ | GEOAS & 50N, Bridge-street, Nelson,

d Government.




