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PROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

TuEespAY, AprriL 29, 1873.
Tue Twenty-third Session of the Provincial Council
of Nelson was opened this day at Twelve o'clock, when
the following Address was delivered by his Honor the

Superintendent :—
MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE PROVINCIAL
CouNcCIL—

1. The receipts of revenue during the past year show
a decrenso of £7000 from those of the previous
twelve montbs, having amounted to £63,000 only
against £70,000 in 1871-2, while they bhave proved to
be far below the estimated amount of £85{000'

The: deficiency arises chiefly from the fact that the
yield of gold from the Inangahua reefs bas fallen far
short of the expectations which had been formed, and
that tho ordinary goldfields revenuo, as well as that
which it was anticipated would be derived from the
géale of land, and from additional gold duty, bhave been

seriously affected In consequcnoc.

The latter source of revenue has also been greatly
diminished by the unprecedented continvance of dry
weather, as well as by the reduction of sixpence per
ounce made by the General Assembly, which came into
operation on the 1st of January last.

In making a comparison between the present
revenae of the province and that of former years, it
must be borne in mind that much of the apparent
diminution arises from the recent absorption by the
General Government of a large portion of what was
formerly Provincial revenue, although then as now

collected by Colonial officers.

2, A Bill to provide for the establishment of special
settlements was prepared in accordance with your
resolutions of last session, and passed by the General
Assembly. I regret however to inform you that a
clause embodying the principle advocated in my
opening address last year in the following words,
«“ that any land set apart for special settlement shall be
open' to persons already resident in the colony upon
the same terms as to newly arrived immigrants,” and
subsequently affirmed by your 6th resolution, was struck
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e truction of the railway from B
in the passage of the measure through ]Efnrhm_nent. cons | . . ~Tunngy
%[;'t :[[:e con?espu?:dence upon the subject which will be mouth—the Government requir ., to

laid before you, you will see that I have pointed out to |- estimated cost of the line
the Colonial Government the ¢ Injustice of excinding mately consenting to accept secyy
persons already resident in the colony from facilities in

obtaining possession of land, reserviog those facilities
for the exclusive benefit of Immigrants introduced at
the public expense, to which the VETYy persons S0 ox-
cluded are called upon to contribute” ang bave urged
upon them the propriety of allowing the land to be
thrown open in the manner contemplated by the Go-
veroment and Council of the province unless they are
advised that the law absolutely prohibits them from
doing so. The subject is stil] under the consideration
of the Colonial Goveroment, but I trust to have a reply
before your present session is closed, and in the evept
of the decision of the Government proving to be unfa-

vourable in this respect, I PTopose to submit for your
deliberation whether it will not be desirab]

-

3. Representations having Leen mads to me by the
holders of agricultura] leases under the Goldfields At
of the disadvantageous Position in which they are
Placed in comparison with lessees under the Crown
Lands Leasing Acts, T Propose to submit to you a
resolution in favor of 80 emendment of the Goldfields

Act providing that holders of agricultural Jeases shall
be entitled to g second term

rent, and, at its expiration, to 8 Cro
further payment, T have
this concession, shoplg you

ity for ¢
one half of tho amount—ihe nau7, O £279
therefore in reducing the liabilit

h
the sum of £27,200 from thay A h'nﬂ Provjy,
demanded.

2. The support which I hayg always feceiveq *
You towards promoting the COnstructjop’ 0 ved
gauvge railway through the heart of
from Nelson to the Grey, enco
the question agajg under yoyr : :
more%opeful con%itions of a u g tice Jith
In its favor in thig patt of the proy;

and with the promise under

material support and assistance frop the (ol
Government. | '

For several monthg Past a larg

——

existing in the records of your Proceedings gpg ot]
public documents, and ; 10}

important evidence bearing more
Probable cost of the work,

upon the Colonial Government ang obtained froj
them a promise of Support and assistance under (h

> Temoved, but g eop. | conditions Bpecified in the correspondence, copies
e given to the Permanent | Which, as wel] pg of the documents referred to )

- A return laig y on 1h the Preceding paragraphs, will be placed in you
tﬂb]fa of the Houngp of Representatives during Jlt:he lasf hands, |

‘ Us the means of eom. As the powers whijch I obtained from tho Genora
parmg‘ our own Progress in this respect with that of Assembly BOme years since, with your sanction, auntho-
our neighbors, The Dumber of agriculturg] leaseg issued | Tising the Governor to grant land in consideration of
upon the Nelson Goldfields up to the 3]st March 1879 the constroetjop of the line, to an extent not exceed-
was 172, COmprising 444% ’

aCres; in the Coppt Ing ten thousand acr
Westland the number f

ois S _ any farther action on your Pﬂft
Prising 1:.::; Acres. The number of goldmming leages | Will be required in that respect, but resolutions
shows a gimilar contrast, thoge j '

1| ssued in Nelson being | 2uthorising me to Jeage o a company undertaking the
196 Comprising 14335 acres 8gainst 14 compriging 90 | formation of ¢he through line, thoge portions aboul
acres 1o the County of Westland, Ty, return for | 0 be constructeg by the Colonial Government be-
the twelve months just epgeg Will show thgay the | ‘Ween Brunnerton and  Greymouth, and Nelson and
: nted in thig province | Foxhill, ang handed over to the province when
and the area “ompriced in ¢ »_ DOW amoung ¢, cnmpleted——requestiug the Waste Lands BO“I"dh::
uoted, and ths rant to the compap a lease of the Brunner coa m

the same resy]¢ ha§ been attniueg With"reﬂpect tf) ?Z:g E—and authorising nfe to pay the cost of a working

Survey of the line from Provincial funds, will be sub-
4. Finding_ that the state of the revenye would not L D on

I may reming you that the survey made by Mr.
Proposed woogep Wrigg “in 1868, although a careful and trustworthy

© port of Oﬂs 80 far as jt goes, is of g Drelimiuury churﬂctel;i Utﬂli{;
0d requires to he gy l fuller deta

ment for gp udvan?e ?f' the sym re- efore qcontmcra forpgc‘iﬂl;nﬁgriy 31:53 be entered
PUrposes by the s ration and b dlﬁposal for such into,

ernmen% decli ﬂ; z ’ The Proposal of the Colonjal Government that the

upon pgrounds wh; 16C fo make the advauce | Jipe 8hould be extended from the Ahaura to join ﬂ“f’,

| north Cauterbury line at the Hurunui—a distance “t

80 learn ¢hgy 4 about eighty mjjeg—ig one to which I am confiden

overnment and mysge|f 5 to the amou“ the Colopiy] you, will glagly accede, not only on account of th?

: assistance from Colonial funds, of which it is the "'qﬂl

f accoung of the dition, py¢ 8till more on ac,count of the Coloni
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character which it imparts to o ‘
constituling 1t an important portion uﬂt;dzrtt[;]lillnnkg’lizz
through the whole extent of the Middle Island

The concurrence and support of the Provi'nce of
Conterbary, which will doubtless be more reandil
afforded to the extended schemse will also, I MY]
sntisfied, conduce largely to its popularily nudlauccees

I have 8o frequently placed upon record my cnnvic:.
tion that the construction of this railway is absolately
essentinl, not only to the present welfare and pros-
perity, but to the permanent existence, in any entis-
factory sepse, of this province, and I am 80 well
assured of your concurrence in that conviction, that
I need now only commend this fresh vigorous and
united effort for its accomplishment to your earnest
attention to ensure for it your hearty support to the
fullest extent that the resources of the province
will permit.

6. In order to meet, if possible, the frequently
expressed wish of the people of the South-west Gold-
fields for special legislation, conferring upon each
district local control over the expendilure of its
contribution to the provincinal revenue, I have caused
a bill to be prepared which provides for the constitu-
tion of separate districts upon petition of a majority
of the inhabitants, and places one-half of the total
gross revenue raised within each district for sales
and rents of land, miners’ rights, and business licenses
at the disposal of a Board to be elected for the
purpose, for expenditure upon the construction and
maintenance of roads and other public works.

I earnestly trust that this measure will meet with
your approval, as I am confident that if passed it will
tend greatly to promote the growth of that good
feeling between different sections of the community
which is essential to the good government and per-
manent prosperity of the whole.

7. The Immigration and Public Works Act, 1872,
having provided that a sum of £50,000 should be
devoted to the construction of public works upon the
South-west Goldfields, I recommended to the Colonial
Government that the sum of £18,000, available for
expenditure during the year ending 30th June next,
should be apportioned as follows :—£6000 lor a dray
road from the Arnold to the Ahaura; £3000 for a
cottle track from the Amuri to the Ahaora; £3000
for a dray road from Westport to Nine-mile Creek;
and £6000 towards a dray road between the Lyell
and the Matakitaki. :

The Government having decided, as will be seen
from the correspondence to be laid upon your table,

w—

L

Printed undor the uuthonti’rmtm 2 the time being

41

fﬂﬂ [E’Pfﬂpnnte the wholo of the £18,000 to the three

. -o-named works, I shall invite you to join with me

'0 recommending that the whole of the £25,000 which

will be available for the succeeding year shall be ex-

_‘F[’f;'ﬁlﬁllt lﬂththﬁ Mforl:ll;atinn of dray roads from the
il 1o the Matakitaki

Junction to the Lyell.,.‘I 0 Ty 0 R

The communication by dray road between the Port
of Nelson and the Matakitaki will, I trust, shortly be
completed by other funds, and I do not think that
any other work can be pointed out for execution upon
8oy part of the South-west Goldfields which will
compare 1n colonial as well asin provincial importance
with that to which I ask your assent.

8. Theimportant discoveries of coal which have been
made at the Ngakawaho jand its neighbourhood and
at the Waimangaroa appear to me to justify the repre-
sentatives of the province in urging upon the
Colonial Government the importance of immediate
action towards the construction of a railway adapted
for coal traffic from the Ngakawaho to Westport
from the funds practically assigned for that pur-
pose by the General Assembly in the schedule to the
railways Act 1872—namely £70,500 for Mount
Rochfort Coalfield railway. I trust, therefore, that
-before separating, you will agree to a resolution
to that effect, which it will give me great pleasure
Lo sapport.

9. The rising importance ,of the Lyell district,
the ascertained value of its gold-bearing reefs, and
the probable attraction of a large population to the
district within a very few months, appear to warrant
the extension of the telegraph wires from Reefton
to the Lyell township, and, subject to your approval,
I propose to make the necesssry recommendation to
that effect to the Colonial Government.

10, The resignation by Mr Shephard of the office of
Provincial Treasurer has enabled me to effect a con-
siderable reduction in the expenses of the department
by combining the office with that of the Provincial
Secretary, who, although the duties of the two offices
will undoubtedly be heavy, will I feel assured be able
to perform them without inconvenience resulting to
the public service. Thecorrespondence which ensued
upon the resignation of Mr Shephard will be laid upon

your table.
I now declare this Council open for the dispatch of

business.
OswArLp Curris,
Superintendent.

*H
g of the Provincial Government,

T:ny R. Lucas & SoN, _Bridg;-street-, Nelson.

to the said Government.




