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PROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

TuespAy, Aprrin 30, 1872.

Tur Twenty-second Session of the Provincial Council
of Nelson was opened this day at Twelve o'clock,
when the following Address was delivered by his
Honor the Superintendent :—

MRr. BPEAKER AND (GENTLEMEN OF THE PROVINCIAL
CouNciL,—

1. In my address to you at tho opening of your last Session
I congratulated you upon the passing of the Payments
to Provinces Act, which, by providing for a series of years
a fixed annual rate per head of the population as the con-
tribution from the Colonial Revenue for local purposes,
enabled the Provincial Governments to estimate with accu-

racy the amount of a leading item of their revenues.

I regret to say that the' Act has since been repealed and
that the estimate of revenue for the past year, so far as it was
founded upon those provisions, has consequently been far
from realised.

The Gold Duty has also fallen short of thatof the year
1870-71 by £2000, instcad of showing an increase to the same
extent as I anticipated, and the other sources of goldfields”
revenue have produced less by £1000 than the estimated
amount, although slightly more than the sum collected
during the preceding year.

The receipts of revenue from all sources have been
£70,000, and the total expenditure £68,000, the remaining
£2000 having been devoted to reduction of the Provincial
Overdraft at the Bank of New Zealand from £5500 to £3500.

2. The resolutions you passed in favor of the construction
of lines of railroad from the Brunner Mines to Cobden, from

| Nelson to Foxhill, and from Mount Rochfort to Westport,
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exploration is still going on under that gentleman’s direction.

Probably I may be able to farnish you with the conclusions

arrived at by Dr. Hector before your present session closes.
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the Colonial Government, supported by my recommenda-
tion that they should be cary led into effect.

1{1 the meantime, the alteration in the
subject, made by the Genera] Assem

, In respect to Water

law upon this
bly, has rcsulted ip in-

water race from Lake

n the River Grey, and have
the applicafion will

ELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

Government, the eflect of which ;5 i
loss by this undertaking, on termg
to in respect to the line from West
shall request your sanction,

A line of wires is also poy n e
mouth to Ahaura and Reefton, t),q Cﬁmple[gr%ﬂ
also be looked forin a few monthsg. lon o

.. DToteoy
1 dell[.fc hQ

port {4 Co

7. The Highway DBoards Empowering \
restored to Provincial Councils t}e POwer L
important local questions to whig) it relates, y
sanction to bring that measure into opera y L 5
and bills will be submitted for v
for the management of Road diStl‘icts,
ment of towns upon the simple ang jp
for so many years been in oper

P
! hﬂ” uskmb
tl(}ﬂ n th‘a }ﬁ

: exPEl]Si‘F’e P

atlon in the (u

the general satisfaction of its Inhabitants ’315011“ |
These measures can

goldfields equally wilh the more se{t]
Droy;
but I do  operation ¢

ajority of the Inhabitays e

pursuits, unless I gam ClCourage) | !
so by the general wish of the Inhabitants t]lEm:QhrE; A

You will probably remember that an At {or
lishment of Rond Boards upon the Goldfields
In the year 1863 wag disallowed by
Governor, and it is scarcely ‘necess '
SiX years which

gaged in goldmining

the gy |
Passed by
s Iixcelleney g,

ary to say that durigg |

have since clapsed, it has Doey beyng |
your power to deal with the question.

8. The Legislature, having enacted in the 2nd part
Immigration and‘Public Worls Amendment Act 1871, (hy
4 Sum not exceeding four-elevenths of the share of this P |
vince in the Middle Island Railway fund may be expended upa |
roads within that part of the South-West Goldfields sl
of the northern boundary of the Buller Electoral District,ai
the sum thus available being about £24,000, I l'ecﬂmmmdi:!i
that it should be appropriated in the following manner:-
£16,000 in roads connecting the Inangahua reefs with the pord
of the Buller ang Grey ; £6000 in roads in the central p
of the Buller Valley tending to connect tho reefs wilh
agricultural and pastoral districts, and also wilhtlmae of .LhE
Province of Marlbnrough, and £1500 in a road from DBrighia
t Razorback, completing the coast road from W&"P?“'
to Cobden,
The Coloni .. . y, defern2®
Olonmial Government, I regret to say, Al
upon spending the whole sum upon the works firs ret

Of the

- . v on Lt
10, on grounds which wij in the correspondence =
4. g ch will appear in thec
Your Proposed amendments N the Cr : subject wh : PP
Act have been Passed into ]gy h o and gatiog e M L Valler ¢
which, although the "2 WIth some restrictiong ¢ . in the Vallf
) Y Inay in , S e i sonvers : artz reefsin the Y&
fulness of the measure, lt}:was DE[:GH.]E degree lmpair the yge. thenasit e covery of aunferous f]l.l'lr el gidot |
ah Cessary tg Submit Present 5 11111& has assumed an L Hng Therﬁiiﬁ"
Bill 3 - on e 1 : . t meeting. ;
d Wa ﬂmhﬂrlsmg me to Taise a loap of ' 1Unger e (] A Ia? : d remunel:ﬂ_ﬂﬁ
atE Waterworks for {pe City of Nely, £30,000 for Gq : r00m to doubt that these reefs will affor d the fact
e Generg) Assemb] 0 wag assented tg 1 ¢mployment to a large minin opulation, an TR T
hitherto bees tende'ry The {ermg upon whigh J g g .pop vince 1

they are situated 4]

S0’ most in the heart of the pIo
P8ficance {o yop1

; searcely direct you (d
T ch T need scarcely e
:]l;:ans money sufficient 4, Carry out ﬂﬂcr hzfve Taised by oiher 1 The Eurrﬂunding country contains a considerable f]lll o
0 . ey r
of (E;ZEDST fxtension of (e W&ienmrk; Eld;rﬂble & 108 Of 'f-qd “vallable oy scttlement, and I am SUrC }-'Ou' erms?f
tin g 1::51& * neeessarily been e, d © Constructioy, o 6 $3af eyery facility should be afforded for 18 F
O 10 commenge e, Ve DUt T gyt to | °CCupation, e 1P
6. The very shorg) The SuUrvey of f 5000 acres 1P (he # i
e erection of ' O a first block of 5 o B
\ - cle 2f | Tk noy .
otueka g oy N Propre 2Pt Wires between N ] Eine. Valley into sections of 50 acres cach 2 ) sl
OPER for public ‘g, wit 2208 Alie gy will Ebﬁﬁn | completed, ng instructions have been given 1o
. ro
e 10y ag’reen ths from {54 dateﬂb]y ¥ Euf;; Y ol a second ploek of ‘{he same ared. plic auck®
0t wit, th - Cse 8€ctiong i1l 3 le by pu
¢ Colonz) | in - Wil be offered for sa
cord

| 40Ce with the 1and regulations of 1863,




-

=

NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 57

10. The construction of main lines of road connecting the
auriferous districts both with ports from which supplies from
beyond seas may be drawn, and with the agricultural and
pastoral parts of the country capable to supplying the miner
with food at recasonable prices, becomes more than ever a
matter of pressing importance.

I shall, therefore, recommend to you, in the proposals
for the expenditure of the current year, that such moncy
as shall be available, (after providing for ‘the maintenance of
existing means of communication) for new public works, shall
be devoted almost exclusively to the furtherance of these
V1EWS.

The construction of a dray road from the Arnold
to the Ahaura, to complete the communication between
Greymouth and Reefton, I hope to see nccomplished with
your concurrence by means of as large a sum as can be spared
for the purpose from current revenue, aided by grants of
land under the conditions prescribed in the 41sf scction of
the Waste Lands Act of1863. A bill to empower me to
moke the necessary contracts, and to grant land in payment
will be submitted to you.

Provision will be made in the Estimates for the com-
pletion of a road sufficient for the purpose of stock-driving
between the Ahaure and the Amuri, so as to connect the Grey
and Inangahua Valleys with the stock-producing districts
of the Amuriand also of Canterbury.

11. Proposals will be submifted to you, having for their
object the formation of a special scttlement in the central
part of the Buller Valley, combined with the completion of
a road available for stock driving between the Owen and the
Lyell, connecting the Inangahua reefs with the stock-produc-
ing districts in the northern part of the province, and with
those of the province of Marlborough.

These proposals will be founded mainly upon the pro-
visions of the 61st and succeeding sections of the Immigration

and Public Works Act, 1871, but with the modification that
any land set apart for special settlement shall be open to
persons already resident in the colony upon the same terms

as to newly arrived immigrants.

To effect these objects the assent of the General
Assembly will be required, and your sanction will be asked
to the preparation of a measure which will enable me to
apply the prinoiple of special settlements to the Grey Valley
and any other part of the province containing land adapted
to the purpose, as well as to the particular locality reterred
to In the preceding sentences.

12. The late discovery of coal of a like quality with that
found at Mount Rochfort and the Grey in the river Ngaka-
whao is of great interest to the province and to the colony.
I bave requested the Colonial Government to direct a scientific
cxamination of the locality, but I am not yet in receiptof a
reply.

In the meantime two reports by the Harbor-master of
Westport upon the capacity of the Ngakawhao as a coaling
port will be placed in your hands, from which you will see that
any of the local coasting steamers will have no difficulty in
taking incoal at the pit’s mouth, while, if there should prove to
be sufficient inducement for the expenditure, a railway could
be made at a very moderate cost from the Ngakawhao to West-
port, a distance of about eighteen miles.

13. The rising importance of the InangahuaValley appears
to me to establish a just claim to its formation into a separate
electoral district. A bill will therefore be presented to you
making provision for the election of a member of the Provincial
Council for the Inangahua, including the adjacent parts of the

Buller Valley now forming part of the electoral district of the
Buller.

14. The customary reports from the Wardens of the gold-
fields, from the Provincial Engineer, and from other heads of
departments will be laid upon your table without delay.

I now declare this Council open for the dispatch of
business,

OSWALD CURTIS,

Superintendent.

HI Superintendent directs it to be notified that a Writ issned for the Election of a Member of the Provin-

Superintendent’s Othice, Nelson,
May 2, 1872.

cial Council for the Grey District, has been returned with a Certificate to the effect that

FrANK G UINNESS,

_of Ahaura, holder of Business License, has been duly elected.

ALFRED (GREENFIELD,
Provincial Secretary,
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