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PROVINOCIAL COUNCIL

25,

1871.

T Twenty-first Session of the Provincial Council
of Nelson was opened this day at One o’clocl, when
the following Address of his onor the Superin-
tendent was delivered : —

TuEspay, ArnIT

MRr. SPEARER AND GENTLEMEN OF TOE PROVINCIAT
COUNCITI—

1. The Revenue for the Tinancial Year just ended

although not quite equal to thut of the preceding |

twelve months, approaches it so nearly as to show
that the continued depression, which has prevailed in
almost every branch of industry in the Colony, has
not seriously aflected the Finances of this Province
—the actual Receipts during the year 1870-71
having amounted to £80,000, against £82,000 in
18G9-70, notwithstanding that the Census just
completed shows that the population of the South-
West Goldfields has diminished to a material extent
while that of the other parts of tho Province has

hcreased only in a very small degree.
& m - . L ' :
2. The alteration of the law effected intho last

| Sossion of the Greneral Assembly by  The Payment

to Provinces Act,” which substitutes a fixed capita-
tion allowance for the moiety of the Consolidated
Revenue hitherto allocated to the Provinces, both
simplifies accounts between the Colonial and Provin-
cial Governments, and enables the latter to estimato
with accuracy the amount of a leading item of their
revenues, while the gnnual grant provided by the
same measure for expenditure by Rosd Boards
relenses a portion of the Provincial Iunds, which
would otherwise have necessarily been devoted to
the works now executed under the direction of those
bodies.

3. The amendments in “The Waste Lands Act,
1863,” which you adopted by resolution in your last
| Session, wero passed into law by the ~General
Assembly without alteration. Those you wished to
see introduced into “ The Leasing Act, 1867.” passed
without material alteration through the House of
Representatives, but in the Legislative Council the
| important clauses entitling the lessee to a Crown
| Grant after duo payment of rent only for a term of

years, were struck out. T propose, however, to
| introduce a measuro containing the samo provisions

| . » . -
at the meeting of the new Parliament, and I think,
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or by that of their el by the approval of each,
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inp t blic opinion in reference to (
oking to the tono of pu p the construction of a smal] portion al GDYEQQ
%

lo
the dieposal of t
that it wiil receive
Legislaturo.

4. A matenal

Councils of Nelson and Marlborough, as proposed in
vour resolution of the 1st of June last.
5. In accordance with your desire, I have caused
enquiry {o be made into the proposal of some of tke
leading inbabitants of the southern part of the Grey
Valley to annex that portion of the County of West.
Jand to this Province; and the report of tho gentle-
man to whom the enquiry was entrusted will be
placed in your hands.
Einlﬂr;gnmp_hpnce with the prayer of a numerously
eD€d pelition, presented to the House of Represep-
tatives, the Colonial Government introduced a Bjl]
to effect the annexation of the country ] ing b ‘L I
the Grey and {he Teremakan {o tjl’ yPg -'0 o
Nelson. At a late period in the S Em' m];mm of
the Government thought it expedj Etﬁ‘lﬂr‘, e
{he ]I:[”L with the understundinnpth;&n 0 tgo’;‘;lr:]]]]dr_nw
wou be 1 . 5 ) - 8810nN
fully into tl?fﬂ;t?ﬁ?gctdf:‘:ggt boo Tooels to SEire
the information of‘Pﬂr’liamentUatr?tporb lhereupon loe
: In the meantime, it wil] 1, ]dﬁ S :

snould express your Upinion y gD that you
Lhe guidance of {he Legiﬂlutmpon the question, for
that tha ot : © 08 16 appears tg g
eretofore separatq com-

‘ EI‘HII]EDt, can only bO

. Eprese {1y
G. Amongst the i Presentatjyes.

Tom: o 105t Session of Py, €A8UTeS passod
_—aration and Pyplio Works A t?nt’ Was “The
" C A )

o, In referencq
Ruon 'aVe expresseq ¢,
' correspondence i),

Yhat 1t ig not

of the Crown Lands, it is not improbable
tho assent of both ITouses of the | the p

alteration was also made by the

Legislative Council in “ The Nelson College Bill,” by

conferring the appointment of Governors upon tho
Visitor of the College, instead of upon tho Provincial |
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sideration, recommending to the Colop;

roposed line—namely, pet Of eq,
Foxhill Iz)ll: the Northern, ind im,e“ Ne]agn
the Brunner Coal-mine at the Southeeen Copg, !

Anticipating your concurrence ip thm L
I have obtained the promise of ¢}, o fiﬂe Pes
ment, should they consider furtheroonml Gor
needed for the information of ¢}, ‘
causo them to be executed withoyt g

. ela

0. Your assent will also be ask dy'
paration of a Bill, to be laig befe to t,
Assembly, authorising me to raise O]" © the Ge::
for the extension of Walerworks ;? 2on of £y
tion of Gasworks in tho City ot N ] nd the cony
Government havng undertalken ;;E{;E::;hﬁ Cols
mcasure to the favor : ey,
Legislature, on condiliof:lb]Thniontﬂlldemt_'ﬂn' of |
m?eresb of the loun shall bo se .lD prmc'Pﬂh
raised for {ho supply of Wat ?llled A POn the,
the ordinary rates Joyie b rlt{]}l and Gas, apg,
and 005 upon the 1’1‘01’1'1101':11}1? :D Joard of We

10. 'With a view to obtai; mem
ProvinseNils el l1]. or tho benefit off
authorise by the Loemislat: 10 sum of £300)
Gt gielation of Jast Seas;

cneral Assembly, {o b 7 casion dj
Wate: s ”IU)'G H 0 Inmml 1fur tho Bupp}
District Engincer 1;'1 I'ields, 1 1nstrucled |
which such fupds 0s ilrf‘ll(:rt upon tho mang
could be mog| ndvanta 0““}] 'lru allotted to Ne

.lllf(ijﬂﬂhlliﬂnﬂ l"'mum’mjI :::;:rl: ;?I]DT)]U[L
W1L'boe brought bofara : Y
malke sucly Jiczlgftllill:}dﬂfig; 5 ﬂl't!L~z'_El;;IL J O

overnor as may appear "3 to his Juxt:ﬂllontj!
. 1L Tho Distyjot Eoo; 0 you to bo dosirable
Information g Re 101-!'ngllnem: uas prepared oty
of land suitablo 1]'01. : t:_'f“*"f'lllg.r tho various bls

agricultural sottlemont, w

¢an most; p v
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largest ; '
In area and :
ono ' |
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grounds to |ypin
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