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oenoral information.
ALFRED GREENTIELD,
Provincial Secretary.

REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR OF PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

me——

Nelson, August 5th, 1869.

To TnE CHAIRMAN OF THE CENTRAL BOARD OF EDUCATION,—

Sm,—Tho Report that I have now tho honor of laying beforo
\hio Board is, to a certain oxtent, a compromise between tho
plan adopted last year, which compolled me to enter at some
longth into the special merits and demerits of each of our
Provineinl gchools, and such a moro general summary of the
rosult of tho year's work as I have occasionally drawn up
in provious years. Iam awaro that special objections may be
raisod agninst either method. A dotailed report is usually
chargeablo with a wearisome samonoess, whilo a general roview
is apt lo degonerato into a mero essay on primary cducation,
having but slight referenco to the particular system on which

deal. By way of avoiding the inconveniences attending both
of tho plans referred to, 1 purpose touching briefly on each
of the subjects usually included in our school course, naming,
at the same time, such of the schools as have been most
conspicuous, during the past year, for success or failure 1n
each branch. Where faults that were pointed out in my last
roport have been remedied, or where a marked improvement
has taken place in any respect, I shall endeavor to do justice
to the teachers by whom theso changes for tho better have

been effected.

Reading.—I am unable to report any general improvement
in this, by far tho most important branch of an elementary
education. Though the number of scholars above twelve ycars
old has increased by nearly 100, there is a slight falling off
in the number of roaders marked “good,” as compared with
last year. Soveral reasons may bo assigned for this. I find,
for instance. that in some of our schools only one reading
lesson & day is given ; but, whatever clse is left out, it 1s clear
to me that all the scholars should recad twice daily, even
though no explanation is given, either during or after ono of
tho lessons. Indeed, a plan that has been adopted 1o omno
instanco, according to which a wholo day in each week 1s
devoted to the practico of reading, to the exclusion of everything

it is founded, and with which it ought almost exclusively to

olso, scoms o be, on the whole, preferable to the partial
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NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 9l

Drizes and Class Registers.—T took occasion in my last year’s
roport, to 1mpress upon teachers the necessity of kooping o daily
rocord of tho standing of onoh scholar, in the upper classos af
least,, as tho only moeans of ensuring o just distribution of tho
prizos so liberally awarded in our sohools. T also complained
of tho noedless prodigaliby with which prizes woro showered
upon the scholars. It is disheartening to havo to roport that
tho lapso of another yeor has brought but littlo improvement
in oither respecl. Not more than three or four additional
sohools keep anything in tho shapo of a class registor, while T
havo myself, in moro than one instance, reluctantly and under
protest, given soveral prizos to cach of threo scholurs in a class
of half-a-dozen. IT'or these, and for sovoral olher reasons, I
have come to the conclusion that examinations for prizes by an
Tnspector aro absolutely mischiovous, and ought co be
discontinued. In the first place, they form no part of an
Inspeclor’s duties, which consist, as it appears to me, rather in
forming an estimato of the relative proficienoy of one school as
compared with anothoer (allowing for dilferenco of age, irrogu-
larity of atlendance, and the filty other causes that may affect
tho comparison), than in testing the comparative merits of tho
scholars in cach class. So wide is the diversiby between the two
kinds of examinubion required, and so distinct are the objecots
aimed at, that I find it almost impossible, in practico, to combine
them in a single examinalion.

To tho objection that in somo of tho remoter districts men
who aro both willing and ablo to act as examiners are scarce,
1t may bo replied that where o class register is kopt, or whero a
system of giving marks is adopted, very little is left for the
oxaminers to do, always assuming that tho records aro fairly
kopt, and to suppose tho contrary would, I am persuaded, bo a
gross injustico to our (eachors as a body. I see no good reison
why tho timo of an Inspector, whoso duties must increase with
tho extonsion of our system, should be wasted in laborously
ascertaining the comparative merits of o class of children who
aro stumbling over words of one syllable, morely to save a
teacher the trouble of carryiug out a simple and effectual plan
by which the samo object might be far moro suroly attained, but
which he is too indolent or too concoited to put into practice.
Nor can a Local Committee which declines to provide, s it has
an undoubted right to do, that a proper record of the progress
of each pupil shall be kept in the school, decline also the task
of providing suitablo examinevs to award tho prizes.

School ITours and ITolidays.—Dillorent rezulations prevail
in almost every education district as to school hoars and
bolidays, and I was at one time disposed to rccommend the
aedoption of an uniform rule in these respeets, for tho wholo of
tho Provinco. I havo sinco beeon led to believo, however, that
local convenience has been studied when the varioas times foe
opening and closing school wero fixed, and that it would be
injurious to the truc intorests of our schools to attempl to
euforco anything liko general unmiformity. In che country
districts, for instance, tho hay and corn harvest, and potato
digging, seriously interfere with the attendance of the children,
and 1t has been found cenrenient that the holidays should be
go arranged as to fall within those periods. Again, whero the
children have soveral miles to walk to reach school, as not
unfrequently happens, it would bo found practically impossible
to enforce their attendunce at such hours as scem most
conveniont in ordinary cases, say, from nine to twelve in tho
morning, and from ono to three in the afternoon. Bub though
it is not necessary that tho times at which the holidays are
taken should be the same throughout the Province, I see no
reason why some necarer approach to uniformity should not be
made 1 tho duration of holidays. In somo districts no mid-
winter holidays whatever are allowed, whilo the mid-summer

holidays vary in length from a wook to o month-in schools within
closo proximity to one another. Immemorial usago has sanc-
tioned the division of the sehool year into two periods, distinctly
marked by holidays of greater or less duration; and tho
unmistakablo signs of flagging encrgies on the part of both
teachors and scholars towards the close of each half year, show
the expediency of ®uch a break to the monotony of school work.
It 1s diflicult to lay down any rule on this subject that shall be
universally applicablo, but I think that the interval allowed
should in no case be less than a fortnight in winter, and three
weeks in summer. In large schools these periods might well

bo oxtended, not only without injury, but with absoluto
advantage to the scholars.

Assisted Schools.—An interesting experiment is now being
carried on at the West Const. It was felt that the attempt
to proclaim education districts and to impose rates in places
like Charleston, for instance, whero gold-mining is actually
golng on in the heort of the township, and whore a large
proportion of the population is dwelling in tents, would be
found to be beset with all sorts of dificulties in practice. It
has been resolved, therefore, to granl a small subsidy to each
of the two schools alrcady established in Charleston, and to
provide books and maps at tho outset; the teacher's salary
being supplemented by school fees, not to exceed a scale fixed
by the Board. An offer of similar assistance has also been
made to a school to be established at Brighton. Such sehools
are of course open to inspection, and it is distinctly understood
that the grant will be continued only so long as the schools
are elliciently conducted. What renders the success or failuro
of this experiment a matter of so much importance to the
community is the certainty that any considerable diminution
of the annual Provincial grant would be attended with one
of three results—either a large proportion of the sraller schools
must be closed, or it would become necessary to imposo a
higher edacation rate, or some modification of the plan above
deseribed, must be adopted generally.

Numbers and Daily Attendance—TFour hundred additional
nomes have been added to our rolls for the past year, tho
total number of children who attended schools at any time
duriug 1867-8, being 2678 as compared with 3078 in 1868-9.
2330 children attended school during the last quarter. Tho
averago daily attendance for the past year amounted to
sixty-sevon and a-half per cent. of the whole number on tho
rolls during cach quarter, and is not only higher than the
average altained in any previous year, but contrasts very
[avorably with the attendance in other Provinces and Colonies.
I'or instance, in 1868 the returns for the Province of
Canterbury showed that 4178 children were on tho rolls, the
daily attondanco being 1845, or only forty-four per cent.;
while in Victoria, the average for 1867-8 was filty-seven per
cent.—that is to eay, thirtecn and a-half, and ten per cent.
respectively, lower than in Nelson. In the caso of England,
tho data are somewhat imperfect and very confusing, but I
see that according to statistics furnished by the Commissioners
1n 1861, taken from five pairs of specimen districts, the daily
averago attendanco at that time did not exceed fifty-six. These
figures will sorve to show how far the complaints made, not
only by opponents of our system, but occasionally by the
teachors themselves, that the children attend school with
extreme irregularity, are well founded.

I havo tho honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
V. 0. Hopngsov.
Inspector of Schools.
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_ RETURNS OF (QUARTERLY ATTENDANCE, at the Nelson Public Schools, for the half-year ending 31st
— December, 1868.
Ak
ly
A .
-\,_\ ﬁ
.| —___—_—_“ |I
|3 SEPTEMBER QQUARTEE. . DECEMBER QUARTEE. i
A
18 S EGR ES Bl s | & |
: SOIIOOLS. S S | a - o .
=~ A | 58 | & Q|25 |5 ;.
’ B ~ -Eﬂ = o ’ — a ™ o -
1 22| 2 [s|RE|D|e|l=2]d |8]|/8|° ;
: S8 |3 E(E=] sl slE] S 3 EE|E :
= NS | 5 | 4|~ |R|DS| B8 |2 < | ~ i
; e ——— r;
: g 1. Nelson Boys—1st Division . || 57 | ... 67 | 57 42 | 74 || 48 | ... 48 | 48 37 | 77 +l
£l8 A e b oo 2nd SEaa | (= O g | e 98 | 68 | 69 |70°||83|..| 83|49| %2 | 86 .
3. ,  Girls—lst Division. || ... |89 | 89|58 | 61|68 ... |86| s86lagl|l 58| ¢7 ;
] | | 200 RIS T: (S S B | OOl M o T Bl ol BT A Bl B £ B et BT Al oyl 0 L L5 s
: 5. , Preparatory . .| 72|33 | 105 |58 | 79|75 %0 |33| 103 |s2| 85|82 1
8| 6.5 ) =aHaven-road T~ || 72 | 47 | 119 | 63 73 | 61°|| 76 | 45 | 120 | 50 81 | 67 :
|7 7. 5 Hampden-street .| 98 (78 | 176 [ 56 | 107 [ 61| 90 | %73 | 163 | 54 | 106 | 65 '3
: 8.¢Hillside Feir.m 0 Boa s Piiatara||§19 5814 33 | 42 17 | 63 || 15 |13 28 | 54 9 | 82 -
— 9. Olifton Terrace . . .| 18|15 | 83|63 | 22|66 19|15| 3487 24| %0 :
il 107, Stoke o f oo e g IFsg s 68 |58 | 48 (71|37 |28 | 65|49| 46|71 ?
¢ 11. Richmond—Boys . .| 65|..| 55|61| 49 (89|56 ...| 56!83| 49|87 l
dil 12. o TPy Csat | B | I S0l K 75 | 61 61 | 8L || ... | 74 74 | 59 69 | 79 :
13. Appleby . . .  .{19| 6| 25(61| 19|76 18|10 28 (59| 21% |47 |
8 14. Ranzau - . . SR S181E3Y 70 | 65 49 | 80 || 36 | 40 76 | 63 o8 | 76 !
¢ ] 5.5 ope s il Sk e e [ 21421 § 25 39 | 656 27 | 68 || 19 | 22 41 | 56 28 | 68 :
1 16. River Torraco . - 31112651920 45 | 61 28 | 62 || 26 | 25 ol | 56 30 | 68 1
. 17. Spring Grove—DBoys . . || 46 | ... 46 | 64 3L | 72 || 44 | ... 44. | 55 29 | 70 {3
. 18 hs? - Girls . S| £08 53 | 59 46 | 85 || ... | 65 55 | 52 45 | 80 :
AL 19. Lower Wukeficld - .|| 31| 36 67 | 57 49 | 73 || 39 | 37 76 | 35 52 | 68 !l
0 20. Upper A S e | 67 | 67 [ 43 | 74| 80 | 30 60 | 61 43 | 71 4
0 21. Foxhill | yu. | .7 o @ lli4)] 14 |55 18)]| 67 [5F 117 61 || "4 | 14 | s o7 iet1at k" i
gl 22. Waimea West Villago. . || 29 [ 29 ( 68 (69 [ 41 |71 31|26 | ®7|53| 40| %0 {]
| 23. sy North Division .| 81 [ 13 44 | 66 29 | 65 || 29 | 16 45 | 63 32 | 70 1
3 24. Upper Moutero . : . || 83 | 30 63 | 61 42 | 47 || 39 | 39 78 | 63 46 | 59 il
(2 25..Lower,  »,, 1 .o P o0 0 Ul 21| 17 X 38| 66 |1y 27| 71 |l 20 | 19 [*™F89°| 55 I 50 e i
: 26. Motueka—1st Division . || 31 | 28 59 | 69 38 | 66 || 26 | 30 56 | 52 35 | 62 lk
& 27 - 2nd Division .|| 14 | 26 40 | 62 23 | 67 || 18 | 24 42 | 54 25 | 99 i
7 28. Pangatotara . . .11 |19| 30 (54| 16|53 | 11|19| 80| 45| . 17| 56 et
: 29. Riwaka ... .. . .| 86[83]|. 69|46 | 44'(66| 44 |84| #%8|'47| ' 45|57 i
LS 80. Takaka .. .. . .|l32|25| 57|58| 34|69 25|25| ‘50|49 " 31|61 1
s 31. Long Plain . : . . || 14| 12 26 | 50 18 | 69 || 16 | 13 29 | 50 16 | 56 4
I 32. Motupipi . : : || 21| 19 40 | 62 18 | 44 || 20 | 21 41 | 57 25 | 60 i
L) 33. Collingwood .. . . 7]21| 28|65| 18|69 6|20| 26|36| 19| 74 1]
z 34. St. Mary’s—Boys . .| 86| ... 86|57 | 62 |71L|88|..| 88]|56]| 65|73 ‘!l
B 85. 5yl tiaa s GHrlsE P00 0 US| 68 ] 168 ] 67 |2 142 |TeT Il | oIS o Yest |48 R 6E 18
2] 36. Cobden : : - A B R 53 | 58 34 | 64 || SO | 20 50 | 56 36 | 71 ‘L
= 37. Westport . . . .|le7|57| 124|58| 66|53 | 57|52 109 |52 | ' 64 | 58 '
38. Motupiko . . . .| 4| 8| 12|18 11|os| 5| o| 14|s5| 11|80 18
89. Ngatimoti . . . .[10| 8| 18|83 | 13|68 10| 8| 18- 57| 12|65 i
— | —|— — — 31
1205/1102| 2307 | 56 | 1681 | 68 |[1184/1112| 2296 | 54 | 1596 | 69 ;i!
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Scmoors.

E

L

L. Nelson Boys—1st Division |,
A with: - 2nd 5 A
3.,  Girls—Ist Division .
N 3 2nd )
B Preparatory

g. »  Haven-rond

. : Ham den-s

8. J_.ﬁlsidﬂ .P i
9. Olifton T :
10) Beoka™ | o ol

11. Richmond—Ryer.
13, Appleby _
14.'. Rﬂnzuu

26. Mntuekn-—l,st I}i;risiuﬁ
0d Divisiop
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NELSON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

:npANCE abt the Nelson Public Schools, for the
June, 1869.

0 A , Boys.

School Days.
Daily
Attendance.

Per Centage.

Boys.

Total.

b4

1056
b6
114,
118
170
37

42
62
61
75
27
70
38
GO0
43
65
82
61
21
67
49
87
36
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School Days.
Daily
endance,
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Per OUentage.
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4 ' ABSTRAOTD-OF THT VTS OF THE OEN
| | ACT-OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CENTRAL BOARD OF EDUCATION FROM JUNE 30rm, 1863, T0 JUNE 30z 1869

L)uoqne oy aopun pojuLLy

— =

|
E‘ E" DE' . R - — - \
z 7 | 1868, To B f (bt <
S 3 | . To Balance to Credit of Genera] A s £ s d
*;E_I,E'f : _ ‘3“‘3““1:5}‘ 170 14 7| 1868S. By Salaries ; =
s gl | » Bents and Interest on Investments,., 7w ... | ¢ B2 1081886 5
g B rh‘ -+ | 311 6 3 » Repairs of Buildings and Committee Allowances 25 {j
- 59 » Sales of Books .., .g)\ 10 410 P | 02516 0 =
2 f = X% : 4 » Lurchase of Sit Vow Buaildine
% Eé - Provincial Account s ", 2 : G iend Hew Sedings ..«] 640 6 9
(24 7] : . [7,050 0 0 » Rent of Schoolhouse - G
S g | _ > iy | 20 0 0 o
EFE, | | » Books, Maps, and School I'ittings ... |l e o §
o= | : i . » J
£ El : | »» Lxpenses of Central Board, including Printing ) % 46 12 5 ".-E_.:-_;I
U3 . |
~ 2 || | » Balance Permanent Endowment Account =
:_::_E_ | " o Y Y ?]_ 8 1'} H
8 T »  General Account &
58 3 I #nE e
g 5 __ﬁ____| .| 1 5 ¢ E
< = £ 7642 5 8 »)
£ J. W. BARNIOOAT, Chairman, =
E . DAVID JENNTNGS, E
g’ Examined and found correct, SEORGH COLLINGS. i
= H. D. JACESON,
! VO
a Provincial Auditor.
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