NIEW ZEATLAND

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE,

(PROVINCE

OF NELSON.)

Published by Juthority.

(<5~ All Notifications which appear @ this Gazelle, with any

are to be considered as Qffcial Communications made lo those Persons to

are to be obeyed | accordingly.

Qficial Signature thereunto annexed,
whom' they may relate, and

ALFRED GREENTFIELD, Provincial Secretary.

VOL. XVIT.

NELSON, TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1860,

No, 19.

P |

ROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

‘TuEspax, Arrin 27, 1869.
Toe Ninetcentn ' Session of tho Provincial Counecil

was opened this day at One o’clock, when the follow- |

lng Address of His Honor the Superinfendent was

delivered :—
Mz. SPEARER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE PROVINCIAL
Couxcin.—

1. The visit of His ‘Royal Hirhness the Duke of
Edinburgh to this Province, wul, I am confident,
have given as much satisfaction to you as it has done to
myself, and I believe to the community generally. '1
have endeavored, with the zealous assistance of the
gentlemen appointed for that purpose at' a public
meeting, to afford to the Prince a reception which,
while consistent with our means, should, at the same

time, be in somo degree worthy of our illustrious
guest.

I have the gratification to inform you that I am

| only reached to the sum of :£99,000, making a de-
| ficioncy from my estimate of no loss than £4:5,000.
T'his deficit 1s attributable in some degree to the
' decrease in the population of the South West Gold-
| fields, which took place early in the year, in conse-
'quence of the attraction of the Goldfelds of (Queens-
land and Auckland, but mainly to crrors made by the
 Colonial Treasury in the sums paid to us during the
| previous year, on account of the Provincial share of the
Cansolidated I'und, and on account of Land Revenue .
These errors, which may be ascribed chiefly to the
retrospective action of tho ‘ Public Revenues Act.
18G7,” consisted in the payment to this Province of
nearly £16,000 more than we were entitled to, and as
the payments were made in many cases by lump
Sums on account, unaccompanied by any definite
hgures, it was impossible to discover that any excess
of payment had been made.
Not only, therefore, has the sum so paid in oxcess
beon deducted from the Revenue accruing to the

commanded by the Prince to say that Ilis Royal
ITighness was satisfied and pleased with his recoption
and entertainment.

His Excellency the Governor also desires mo {o
assure the people of this Provinco of ithe great grati-
fication which this, his first visit to them, has afforded
him,

2. Tho Receipts of Rovenuo during the year have,
I regret to say, fallon very far short of! the estimate
which I submitted to you at its commencement.

Thoe Treasurer’s Annual Statement, W]‘:lC]l will be
lnid upon your table, shows that instead of £144.000,

Provinco during tho year just ended, but my calcu-
lations as to Revenue for tho same period, based
upon theso orroneous Receipts, have been entirely
upset, the result being a deficit of at least £35,000,
in addition to the decrease arising from the causes to

which I have adverted, togetber with tho general

depression which prevails throughout the Colony.

As soon as tho aclual state of things becamo
apparent to mo, I reduced the expenditure upon
public works as far as was consistent with engage-
ments already entered into, to a pomnt within the
diminished means at my disposal, and devoted my

at which I estimated them, the actual receipts have

attention to all practicablo reductions in the depart-
mental expenditure of the Proyinco,
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mg.‘cﬁﬂ?en the Istimates for the current year, which
are now in course of preparation, are placed before
you, you will see that I have abolished the formal
distinction of “ Departments” in the Provincial ser-
vice, and have classed the various offices in groups
under distinctive headings. Each oficer will be
required to give his services in any way in which they
can be made efficiently available; an arrangement
which although only occasionally practicable, will
probably prove useful with a staff so greatly
diminished.

4. The office of Commissioner of the South-west
Goldfields having become vacant by the resignation
of Mr. Kynnersley, T haye not thought it necessary
¥0 appoint a successor to that olcer, whose ordinary
duties Can, now that a line of telegraph has been
established throughout the district, as well as with
head quarters, be efficiently performed by the severa]
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If there were any truth in the allegationg of thy
petition, that a due share of the revenue ralge(d upg;
the goldfields had not been oxpended withip then
I have no doubt the General Assembly woul( len(,
willing ear to tho prayer for a redress of the fTier.
ance, but, as a reference to the published accounts f
the Province will at onco show there is no foundatiy
whatever for those allegations, I have little foar thy
the Assembly will consent to tho cetablishmeng
additional Provinces or Counties, involving tho my
tiplication of Govornmonts and Councils, groally
increasing the already excessive administrativo oxp.
diture of the Colony, and adding to the oxisting nug.
ber and complication of its Jaws.

My own opinions, as you are aware, havo alway

been strongly in favor of the roduction instead
the increase of these evils, and you may roly upou
my best efforts, as a member of the Houso of Itnlmu
sentatives, in opposition to tho potition to which

am referring, as well as to all othors of a simile
characterc.

I
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a8 lately been constructed at Port Chalmers, leads
me to think it desirable to amend the “ Patent Slip
or Dry Doclkk Act” of 1867, so as to enable me to
guarantee 1nterest for a term of years upon the much
smaller amount of capital which would be required
for a Iloating Dock.

9. Although the new Hospital in this city has now
long been completed, I have deferred its occupation
until you should have an opportunity of expressing
your opinion on the subject. The number of patients
10 the present Hospital is now, and has far a long
time past been, 8o small, that I have been unwilling
to incur the greatly incrensed expense ‘which I fear so
large an establishment, so utterly disproportioned to
our present wants, would entail upon the Province.

I bave also thought it desirable, in the absence as
1t appears to me of any necessity for its immediate
application to the purpose for which it was built, to
kkeep the new building unoccupied in view of a pro-
bability—not, I fear, in the present state of the
North Island a very remote one—of accommodation
being required for women and children whom it
might be considered necessary to remove from Tara-
naki or Wanganui, and place under our care, as
was the case eight years ago.

10. The building of the old Hospital being still
occupied by patients, I have abandoned, for the
present at all events, my intention to convert it into
a home for destituto children. Arrangements have,
however, been made for their maintenance and edu-
cation at Motueka, which, unless the number of

children to be provided for should greatly increase,
will T think prove more satisfactory and less expen-
sive than those I contemplated last year.

11. A bill has been prepared for your considera-
tion to repeal the various existing Representation
Acts, 1n order to reduce the number of members
forming your Body from twenty-six to nineteen. The
number of members representing the goldfields has
not been interfered with, the proposed reductions
being confined to the more settled parts of the Pro-
vince, 80 that the influence of the Goldfields membeors
In your counsels will be greatly increased, while, by
the formation of the new Electoral District of
Charleston, the various interests of the West Coast
will be more distinctly represented.

I think that if you should see fit to pass this mea-
sure into law it will tend materially to diminish the
length, and consequently to reduce the cost, of your
sibtings, without interfering with your usefulness to
the Province.

12. For full details of the various public works
which have been executed during the year, 1 refor
you to the able reports of the Provineial and District
Engineers, and for information as to the present
state and prospects of the Goldfields to those of the
Wardens of the different districts.

I now declare this Council opened for the despatch
of business.

OswiLp Currtis,

Superintendent.
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