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Nelson, July 81, 1868.

To Doxarp SINCLATR, HEsq., _
Chairman of the Central Board of Education.
StR,— The most gratifying feature in the education
atatistics for 1867-8 is, undoubtedly, the extension
of our system of oducation to the remoter parts of

e d more especially to the hitherto
e L est Coast. From year

-

L] £l

1

to year I have been able to rccord a gradnal but
slight increase in the number of schools and seholars
in what may be termed the home districts; but it
was generally felt thaf something more than this was
required before our system eonld fairly Iay elaim to
the title of Provineial. Durmg the past yesr, how-
ever, the number of scholars has been incremsed by
about a fifth, a greater siride having been taken in
this respect than was accomplished during the five
preceding years put together. Four new education

L5

districts have also been constituted, and applications
have been sent im on behalf of two additioral out-
lying districts. As several applrations from the
inhabitants of thinly-peopled and remote neighbor-
hoods are likely to come before the Board durng the
ensuing year, I think it desirable that the publie
should know what course has bitherto been adopied
in such cases. Two difficuliies presented themselves
at the outset. On the one hand, there m:rﬂlq hﬂT‘ﬁ
been an obvious unfairness in debarring the inhabi-
tants of outlying distriets from all particrpation in

——— i —
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- must freqliently decidé amiss.

-

the advantages of our Provineial system ol cducﬂ tifll )
until the population ﬂ-Iipm&c‘hed m deusﬂ@_ 1}11? ;;1
{he more settled and older neighborhoods ; while,

ihe other hand, far ampler funds than were ab the

' " iho Board would be required to meet the
disposal of the Board w q ning toachers

cost of building schools and mamtau N
wherever fifteen or twenty children ..,?f school ’l{-},L
could be collected within an area of three or four
square miles. A middle course .was ecu%ed }113_011{;
Applicants, in such cases as I have ;'efc&r}g{ea{ to, j‘:': térn-
required to provide @ smiﬁnlilﬂ site, and 1o t;:l*ﬁ 2
school at their own cost, the Board ﬁnch:;g books :11]:;
<cliool furniture, besides paying the salary of t ¢
toncher. This has been done at Ngatimotl apd _ at
Motupiko, and seems, on the whole, pre’erable to {fhe
alternative of falling back on Clause 16 of the
Education Act, which gives two-thirds of the Pl_muse—

' olders of any Education district the power ot levy-
ing special raies.
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The number of children on the rolls for 1867-S 1s

9678, being more by 422:than attended during the
nrevious year. The mumber of Teaders recorded as
“good ™ 13 622, as against 559, an merease, howerver,
_ not more than proportionate to the increased number
of scholars. In penmanship steady progress has been
made, this year's returns showing 850 good writers,
compared with 298 last year. But by {ar the great:
est improvement has been made in armthmetie, the
number of scholars possessing some lknowledge of
{ractions, decimals; &e. (237), having increased by
fully one-third, while an ecqually striking advance
has been made by the junior classes.  The number: of
children who have learnt something of history, gram-
mar, and geography has also been largely added to.
Before proceeding to give such a detailed account of
the status of each school, as it has hitherto been my
practice to lay before the Board every second year, I
will briefly touch upon several minor matters in
which it secms to me that our schools, asa whole, aze
capable of some Improvement.
habit of examming a large proportion of our schools
~annually, at the request of the Liocal Commitiees,
with a view to the distribution of prizes, though,

I have been in the.

strctly speaking, this scarcely falls within the sphere

ot my duties as Inspector. At these examinations
the general practice sfruck me as heing faulty in
soveral respects. 1st. In the majority of our schools
far too many prizes are usually offered—three or four
prizes being often awarded to a class of six or eight
scholars. To scatter prizes broadeast in this fashion
must tend to weaken that spirit of emulationwhich
1L 1S the chief object of competitive examinations to
cxeite and -sustam.  In-the town echools, where not
nore than o prizes are offered to a.class of twenty
or five-and-twenty, a keen spirit of .emulation’ has
never been wanting,—to obtain a. prize under ,such
- conditions being justly recarded. as an honorable dis-
tincuon, and one not o be won without considerable
_elfort, 2nd. Tn very few schools is o class register
___I;cpti'_shi?:ﬁiﬂ g the daily order of merit.of cach scholar
~an examiner being expected to.decide as to the .com-
: Eiiiiiﬂn@]@ig ﬂ?ffﬂ%pf';siﬂﬁ ,_.;3]*_15_1&_'1“&11 ) after a
—=SaILy hasty and superdicial examination of, at the
most, four or five hours duration. Under such cir-
cumstances the most-impart; al and practised examiney
Seeme. how e
_less liable to mislead a recor g
g @aﬁy, and” extending over ‘a econsiderable period
would be, than the notes taken hurriedly hy 11-1;
Examiner on-a single oceasion, and how ,pm;crf‘{ﬂ an
‘acentive to continuous exertion would he g'ivlﬂﬁ :'by'
of time shonld he-held sufficient to justify any teachery
in neglecting to keep a” class register. The ‘plan has
been pdopted in several schogls ot my suggestion,

d taken perhaps :t'i'i'iﬂﬁ '

_Eueh a record, T do.not think that the plea of want

‘due to o natural reaction against the ol

-must, have. affected the position of the latter,’as 4

‘can be said of this-achool than that it fulfils'in every = = .':

assistance of a pupil teacher, the mistress of this ;
division gives an excellent education to about 60 i 1

Miss Cother,—This sehiool  is ‘well-conducte

0 - Tig it |

and I trust to Eﬂﬂﬁlﬁ ere long in universn] yep
The cultivation of the MEMOry appears to 1“‘“
very gcnemﬂy neglected. This i8 ng do

o,
I_[l-"fﬂ hﬂﬂ?’l (|
bb iy, |
d-{y shioy )

system of teaching, according to whicl, almosf; oy |
Xely

sive attention was paid to the stren
faculty. of memory. But I hold that it j e

open question (whatever may be urged by 1'hh il an
modern school of teaching), whether 5Pﬂllil1;r 0 moyg
so successfully taught by dictation alone, 4 can by _r
with the assistance of the spelling-hool. Anﬂi can |
practice of learning poctry by heart, now g Ii the |
mon, in addition to 1its beuneficial offent Gucﬂ;n1ﬂ : |
memory, has the great advantage of stoving {1g the
at a period when 1t 18 most Impress onablo, 1?;11{],1
many of the masterpicces of owm Janguage, e omiacl] |

that the stock of noble thoughts thus acquired. hon.

ever dimly their full meaning may be apprehendeg

at the time, may be reckoned among tlie mos Pt [

and the most valuable possessions that g child capp!

away from school. Lo i
First Division Town Boys, Bridge-sticet—3[; | 1§
Smith.—The establishment of the two ]ﬂ&*ge schools -

in Hampden-street and on the Haven road ay inge.

pendent schools (that on the Haven road having been
formerly merely auxiliary to the Bridge-street seliool) -

leading school, to a certain extent. Tt continues, -
notwithstanding, to hold a very respectablec rank
among our schools, a manifest improvement haying

T

taken place both in reading and writing, the latter of S

which especially was below the average last year, - b

The arithmetic continues as herctofore, remarkably e |

good, while the upper classes show a fair acquaint-

ance with geography, grammar, and the ountlines of | !
|

English history.  The discipline is also excellent.
- Second Division Town Boys—My. Sadd, assisted

by Mr. Simmonds—Drafts of carefully propared

scholars are promoted periodically from the first class

in this division to the Upper school. Little more

respect the purpose for which it was originally insti- |
tuted; that of giving a sound preparatory traming to :

a large number of hoys, the bulk of whom ar¢under  *

10 years of age. T P s
First Division Town Girls—Mrs. Sait.— With the

girls, The reading and writing are almost uniformly I

theniy g of b

S 5
. 3

A

very good, while arithmetic, in 'T_ﬂfm':i} _the givls failed _. Ji
palpably at” the last yearly examination, has been €0 :.-z |

carefully attended to sinee, that this school now l‘mﬂﬁj |
only second to the boys’ school; Bridge-streef, t_h&‘L | [
respect. The- knowledge: of geography, grammas

and history is quite equal to- what may fairly Do e

Ahat this
spergetio

though

expected. = I+ have remarked, "however,

ars

school, as-is 'usually the case where & very €

‘system of téaching prevails,- is rather: noisy, _ | |

hardly so ‘much so as to nterrupt the class "'_‘rm'k“ 1

Second Division, Town Girls— Miss Gﬁﬂﬁ_andl A5 k
have every reason to be satisfied with the ﬂl‘df{l‘jf f_"]]jfﬂ | !
efficiént way in which the children who &t.fﬁlld L }e I
school, the larger proportion of whom are __1&11;1_,_!3:;[“ i | |
years.of age, are boing prepared for the Upper guhr |
school. No attempt 1s made to impart anything t‘ |
the rudiments of reading, writing, and ﬂl‘lt'hmﬂf_li} i
nor ought more to he expected from 2 .P:QP&?&%E |
school, where large numbers. of very young CHUGIEE.
arc under the care of a single teacher.”

down.  Preparatory—Myrs, Cook,

r

d, ﬂﬂja’%, 1
B :sh: hall-
numerously attended,: and-continues to -f“fm?}?%:ﬁu
yegrly' drafts to, the - Seeond 'Diﬁ}’ﬁiﬂn_?f ,t;l_u_;_ when
Grirls and Boys Schools, . Some: months. 880 o the

| the pressure of numbers threstened to BYUr |
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gchool, I recommended {he adoption of
gystem, as boing peculiarly ﬁuihﬂ:ﬂﬁ_ tﬂ.
vory few of the children had abt.ﬂ;iir*;f
yent. The “j’_i)liLI].'“E"f'H;.‘i']('ihiﬂ:j’ bried with the 7

{._]1:{3 Lioenl {__qumﬂgteﬁ,‘ but; t]mugh it ang ﬁ,ﬂ;m’if”“ of
with the children who came in ¢he o wore well
{ime ED’Iﬂﬂ"_bﬂ" spared for individugl -1; Tﬂ;l?g, G
to the :flifr]ﬁ]:]mtiml of numbers, ff; waq Eﬂm ‘21“5*_ Y
few ehildren' could be induced to n.tl-;t;nﬂ;uﬁl Lf-dlhﬂjt "
1001 ond le{ the system was viewed with li;"gf;
Bﬁlﬂg 1:-{11. ents. It was, therefore, ultithately aban-
. Havehr-road—Mr, J. L. Hodeson. aaaist 1i
.]Jumélmfﬂiﬂcﬁ thic bngh:minggf? Glgbggiﬁ:g ? ‘MISQ
made an ihdependent, instond of an ﬂ.liziliai v s¢hool
) m::iﬂghd mmprovement hag taken place inrgm cs ﬁ:
ni:.nlllyl in the npper closses, the beginne:r:ﬂ being nléw
under the charge of an assistant, When t]ile& otth
of the scholars 15 taken into consid 1
scholars out of the 140 who have attended sechool

A 8chool where
d their seyonth

Wil]g

Wis

{he number of reéaders recorded as “rood’’” 37, 1s com-

paratively very considerable, while the proportion of
good writers is also unusually large, ‘whén the age of | for the past year show, as usual, an exceptionsll

|| high standard of attamment in this school, but it
| wounld be unfair to.conceal the fact that the attend-

the seholars, a most important item in any comparative

-~ cstimate, is had regard to. A‘class register, such as
- I have recommended above, has been in‘use hore from | ance has fallen off lately to a considerable estent
the oponing of the school, with the best results. Tt | | J
_may not be out of place to'remark, fhat owing to the

voofrof the’sehool ‘hiving s vaulted woodéen ceiling,
the verberation of sound is so "

teachers, though the “scholars are by no means dis-

_orderly. Thesame fault in construction has, unfortun-

ately been repeated in-the new ‘school at Hampden-
strect, with-precisely similar results.
Hampden-street — Mr. MfIntosh, assistant Br.

. Barneétt.—This school, which was only ‘opened.at the

. beginning ofthe present year, has attained such a |

 measure of popularity that itnow showsa larger daily |
~ attendance (105) than any other school in the Province.

As the building was not intended to accommodate
moro fhan eighty children, the teachers labor under

_-oreat disadvantages, the schiool heing necessarily over-

orowded, ~and -excessively ~noisy. This does not

perceptibly affeet- the more silent~ lessons, such as

writing and: arithmetic, both of which are mosk
successhilly taught; but the unavoidable clamor and
sonfusion tell seriously against’ the reading, besides
interfering with' the teachers’ explanations. The large

. ~ddition ‘to the building which is to be proceeded

-+ fortliwith, will doubtless enable the teachers to
:;Jsie‘t?liaftﬂ the rank of a first-class school m another
ﬁg}-; Mary's Bbys—Mr;"Biﬂh&rﬂs.‘——’J;‘his, thl::i‘;gh
perhaps the- longest-established school in the I'ﬂ%
vines, has only been placed under ‘the operation f_‘i
the Bducation Aot during the last nine months. ~AS
this is. the flvst instonce of a body of ratepayers

availing themselves of the amendment in the Act,’

which came into operation last year, ‘the e;pﬁrfler_ﬂé
Tias beon watched with some interost. Hitherto 1

have been attended with complete

for the beneficial: results have been csi: a

A The teacher, whose remuneration

twofold character.

sen made C )

}El:}jﬂlif‘ﬂ in daily attendance, hasbeen 2 gmu}ii‘_ E{hiﬁ

marked inerease that has tE!ekE]il ﬂpl;rueﬁ1 &m 15" 8
: o4 o % .

ander - the present systenl 1;:” e 10 the

. : . ot
naflond e%ucﬂ-tl? nﬂleﬁlmt:]lr}}n wow recularly attending
largo num er o G

: hoolE
- : eceived no schoo
: ols, who fo merly Y
St, Mary’s Schools, ¥ ssion of new
ing ywwhatever.

mhi : en acce : .
This sudd -modelling of
hag, howeyer,

nﬂeessitﬂted the entire ve
{he achool, ywhich ab present

the hall-{ime

eration (only 17

i s md i s0 great-as to render it
_nlmost impossible to hear what is being said by the

ontingent upon the number of

suiters somewhat from

very |

|

| higher than that of the major

and the daily averag

the diugd

. sadvaninoe '
milux of ll-ta1s s
z ”, 4 -i.{u_lght gcholarg,
8 bho almost impossibili
new comers, (] J
openin

always attend o

| lares
—Tn0ob Lhe leg 5t of ¢

wiieh
y o properly classifvi '
. E [ = o "1 L}
(A similar r_llﬂ'iFuL’- :: i ymg, the
g of our Provine Loy Yas felb on the
el “xovmeial schools,) ™ Tn spif £
rawhneks, res cctable rpanlt. 1 5pite of these
i pectable results have haen produced
dlly, Lhe EL].“ll;]lmEi;m beine renerally
a6 the last examingts 5 cherdlly good, yhile
rjf.i..hg J:}?ﬂ i%ﬁﬂ;ﬁip].ﬂfl&ﬁmﬂ of the SUhiEii;t matter
T, 28071, and snowed 4 more th
AL i X - i L : s . an Ay e L3
nﬂ?;r.;mntum-,c: with tho ouflines of éomraphy ETA0
t. Mary's Girls—Miss Smith —As

; 18 this school
had not been open more than six weeks when T Jast

examimed it, scarcely sufficient fime had elapsed to
enable ‘me fo gijre 8 decided opinion as to itsI;Eiih
A large proportion of the girls had evidently recerved
very little previons schooling, and jt appeared to e
that much preliminery traming would be Tequired
before the school eould attpin to the standard of th

during the past year, hayving reached theix-'twglﬂ;hyﬂar)}_i- other toym gchools. The feacher, though inexpe-

menfed, struck me as being painstakng and mtelli-
gent. IF

Hillside—Mz. Danvers—The education statistics

and that the majority of .the advanced scholars have
left “the school. At my last examination, only 14
children, most of whom were very young, were
present  (little more fhan half the number present on
a- similar occasion in June, 1867.) It wounld be
foreign to the objects of a report of this knd to exter
into the local esuses that have bromghi about thzs
deplorable result, more especially when no fallmg off
in the mneighbormg _population, "and no want 1::1"
capacity on the part of the feacher, can be alleged 1z
explanafion. I can only recerd, with regret, the

change for the worse in_what I bave for many years

Jooked upon as one of the most promismg of our
schools. _ be?

Clifton Terrace—Mr. Gilbert—Tus school, which
for a long time remamed stationary, d IS did not

actually lose ground, has been steadily Improving of

Iate. both in the number of scholars, and I the
régulﬂritr of their atten:dﬂﬂﬁe, whieh, dj_]ft_'iﬂg, ths
March quarter, was as hagh as 78 per cent. A €0
responding edvance has been made In IE’":_'I'E;_% ths
readmg and writing bemg of more than sverags
merit. In arithmetic, however, u_g{merﬂ b;gk-f::gid‘
ess is still noticenble. The children axe remarkably
rderly. : 744
qﬁ%i‘ﬂi‘f-—}ir. and Mrs, Smith.—1iss years rfmﬂ"g
<how o considerable falling off in the number méa?i
readers, for which Lam vmable to ﬂr__ﬂﬂu?t ﬂm.;.i
‘torily, as the numbers and ages of the ::Ehﬂr.ﬂiﬁ'l?ﬂn‘&:
d pretty aceurately with those grven %E'Em‘j"j
e o wo. attendance for the last thres
7 or cent, 13 considerably
tv of our schook. In
TS Ti-
other respects, the pﬁsentmremm:i:;ﬁ“t ;E dzt
favorably with those of last year, Tﬁgﬁ Pl
to show that Qtoke holds a Iair- PO
untry schools, 3404 Sy %o
> Richmond Boys—Mx. -I'T‘il!‘lg':fﬂ;dzhﬁﬁi PR 3
aster has been only recently ﬂp];b-::uz. 8 "ITIJ ‘Lhﬂlﬁﬂmﬁ__
;}Lj‘ﬂut he has alrendy effected B peu::mphljﬂi ﬁp o
ment 1n the toneé and discipline ‘belllznhﬂm ey
number of scholars nlso appe:u; 5{3} :t:jﬂ s
thouch & daily attendance 0L ©v =
whab igas 3; EEESH former OCCas10ns, 1 ,_f'i:nﬁn_d_th.
ﬂ%lghhﬂ;?lﬂﬂﬂﬁd I',‘ﬂﬂl.lﬂﬁr !}f dle &tﬁ glass E'EEEEPHQE:
iﬁ? ug]f;itf but Ehe reading Was indifferent ﬂﬂ":'“f].
?

1. -
quarters of this year, 7% P

ted In & comparatively populous
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Richmond @irls—DMiss Spencer, (assisted by two
pupil teachers)) In point of numbers and regularity
of nttendance, this school leaves nothing tokbe de:sn*ed,‘
The proporbtion ‘of gpad 1:0:1(1:;1-5_ and writers s re-
markably large, and in arithmetic, as in the Town
Girls’ School, a notable advance has been made during
the past twelve months, 87 scholars having successfully

passed an cxamination in proportion and practice,
and 21 1n fractions, whereas last yvear I could record
only 8 girls as knowing anything of practics and none
8s having any acquaintance with fractions. A lkeen.
spirit of emulation prevails throughout  the school ;
the graddtion of classes is carefully attended to, and
the prevailing order and neatness are worthy of special
commendation. T e
Appleby—Mr. Chamberlain.—The attendance here

has been-on the decrease for some time, and has now

dwindled down to 18. Very small schools T have
found as a rule, in every respect inferior to large ones,
and*Appleby is by no means an exception. It seems,
mdeed, next to impossible for either teacher ox
scholars to shake off the depressing influences of a
school where the attendance is at once thin and
rrregular. It is, therefore, on the double grounds of
economy and of superior educational efficiency that I
advocate the ¢losing of this school, in order that the
few scholars who continue to attend, may be induced
to go to the Waimea West school, which the com-
pletion of the bridge will bring practically within
little more than a mile of the Appleby school. Those
who live too far to the eastward to adopt this course
will find, T apprehend, little difficulty in reaching
oither the Richmond or the Ranzan school.
Hope—N\r. Ladley.—So long as the children con-.
tinue to attend school with such extreme irregularity,
a high standard of aftainment eanmot reasonably be
looked for at Hope school. © The present master, who'

has greatly improved in teaching power since he had

charge of Eighty-eight Valley school, several years

2g0, has, very properly confined his attention aimost

exclusively to grounding his scholarsin the rudiments
of reading, writing and arithmetic, in all of which,
but especially the last; they were very deficient.” As
only 5 out of 53 scholars have remained at school
during the past year until they had completed their
twelith vear, it wounld be a waste of ttma to atiemnt
anything more. 3

Raonzecu—Mr. - and  Miys. Riedy—When T last
visited this school, in Msy, the teashers had been
appointed only a few days, and could not, therefore,
be considered responsible for the then educational
status of the school, which appeared, however, to be
well conducted. Tested by the annugl returns, the

school seems to hm:e retrograded during the past
year, 1 both reading and writing, the numbers
marked ““good” under those heads in 1867 bein:
respectively 20 and 18, as against 14 and 7 in 1868,
the numbers at school during both years being about
equal. . The great decrease in the number of children
over 12 will partly explain this falling off, which T
find it difficult otherwise to azeount for, the Iate
raaster being both painstaling gng expericnee.
Instances G_f a8 E'i“ﬂll:lﬂf‘ ebb and flow, as if were, have
not been wanting in our best conducted schools, and
should feach extreme cantion in drawing conclusions
as to the capabilities of any teacher hased on a short
experience, a school being emphatically & plant of
glow growth, and sensitive to many influences extor.
nal to that of the teacher himself.

River ZTerrace—Mrs. Bryant— A considerable
increase has taken place in the attendanee at this
little school lately, 26 -scholars being now Present
ik As the children are very fairly tanght,
and extremely nrder}j’, the oxperiment of substitifing
g mistress for a m‘:ms?er may be considered 83, on thg

ard I
=

whole, successful; both on the. score of

saving and of efliciency, thongh such g cha.u1}~m3‘1‘1-ﬁr.f
practicable in a small school, e

Sj}?'.-!:.i.?_g‘ Grove, BG‘;}S——*ﬁi‘ljl‘. Edm"«lﬂdﬂ.»—-.’l‘
exceedingly well-taught, bug somewha
school—the noise, being, however, ag far fg I
judge. the noise of work only, Mhg 4 hoils coulq
insufiicient to accommodate properly the 35 buﬂ
now athend daily, and the addition of 4 Y8 who
room, such asthe girls’ school is provideq With, w
render the present school at once moype healtle ould

the boys, who were fﬂrmm‘lﬁy dull ang: bziekfgr?%d
much improved in point of lﬂteuigénﬂ,ﬁ] i a)

an unusually large . proportion ‘of gooq
arithmeticians. The boys were also o

tramed In geography.

3
] -W{;.i
readers and

enerally )

Wratt, assistant.—The high rate of attendance here
: ¥
as an mdication of the popularity of te school, T
have observed, too, with pleasure, that g largey: i}fm
porfion of the girls remain at school after 12
age than is usual in the country schools. Ty, bene-
ficial results of this are clearly shown in the returns
‘which record, in almost every branch, g standaxrd. fmi
above the average. The discipline and method of
teaching leave nothing to be desired, and it ig evident
that under the able superintendence of the present
first.of our schools. AT * ) R
Lower Wakefield—Mr. and Murs, Chattocl.—
Under. the energetic management of the _prosent

teacher, Lower Wakefield, which at one time occu-

pied a very inferior place, is gradually taking

reading, which was not long ago solow and indistincs

as to be almost inaudible, is' now clear. and well

metic of even the most forward scholars can b
brought to the level -of our best schools. I have.

at the Spring Grove girls’ school. -

management of the school is at once kindly and firm;

pereeptibly improved under the present management.
falling off had taken place in the writing that I- was
“good ™ on my last visit:.

" * . - o 1.._.;
progress i this school, which shows 2 daily atfena
ance of ‘only 10, and an average of 55 per cent.
{or ‘the past year. = The attendance of the -elder
children, i en| ; rrecular a3 to

1HAEen, 1n particular, is so extremely irregular a

thnmughly competent, cannot be held _I’Eﬁpﬂﬂﬁiblﬁ
for the languishing state of the school. especially as &

2an; : ) SAN T
of those cases in which the parents have thermselves

L0z e Ul-taught . condition of their
children. . i

and is still BOmewhat in the background,’ though the

8m &11 ﬂlﬂﬂﬂn -

more orderly. At my last ¢xamination, ‘| Y. and

Sfﬂ ) ng Grove 3 Gir ZSH*LITS 7 Hkhrﬂﬂﬁ tﬂnj e LI'.EE-H |

(87 per cent. during the last quarter), may bﬂ.tiﬂiexi 3

= ¥ears of

teacher this must ere long be classed. amongst the

respectable rank among our country schools, The

emphasised. The handwriting is also generally very -
neat ; but some fime must clapse before  the arifhi-

observed that a class register is kept both here and. - -

Upper Walkefield—Mzr. and Mrs. Powell,.—Tho .
numbers attending here have largely increased during .
the last twelve months, 46 scholars being now present -
daily, giving an average of 88 per cent.. The general

the gradation of classes is carefully kept, and all tho
children are fully employed during school hours. -
| The reading continues generally good; and the armth-
metie, which was formerly unusually backward, has

L was sorry to-observe, however, that so marked a

unable to record a single specimen of writing b

Fox Hill—Miss Hinde.—TI can record little or no -
render anything like systematic teaching impossible: -
Under these clrcumstances, the, teacher, who 1S

precisely similar state of things preyailed under the -~
manacsement, of hep predecessors. This is simply ong;,

Wainea West Village— My, Higgin, Mrs, Hansen -
assistant -—This 8chool has never taken s high Pj—ﬂ‘ﬂﬂf :
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vate, of attendance for the year,
quile equal’ to that of the geney
and the number of scholays o
during the seme period. Arit]
point of the school, great aftte
J}[l-l_] to this bfﬂl}lﬂhi E’s'irﬂ.l) clran
fully tauglit. DBub the reading
barely average merif, |

Waimea West Norih Divigion—

, 65 per ¢ent, s
ality of our sehools
ver 12 has doabled
melic is the gtron
1ion heing uvitlent];
WIng 18 also sucsess-
and writing are of

Though the children attending this sehool are gener-
ally mllﬂ}'l younger th{m f}h:‘;}_ﬂﬂ _WHD were present, at
the previous annual examination, T found no falling
off m any respecl, ‘except in the arithmetic of the
Girst class, which was suliciently accounted for by th;
fact that the average age of the present 1st class is
only 10. 1t }3 noticeable that writing ig t&urfhf; by
means of copies set by the master, and is of uniform
oxcellence. The daily attendance for the past year
having been under 30, no difficulty would be felt in
accommodating the additional numbers who might be
expected to attend here if my suggestion as to the
closing of Appleby school were adopted, but any
considerable increase of scholars would render the
appointment of an assistant teacher neeessary.
Upper Moutere—Mr. and Mrs. Cook.—The at-
tendance here continues to be very large; I found

Improvemeni b

| Wa3 fﬂrm-::r]}" ;erylg 5{1;; éi“‘{lihh in the wriling rhick
2 i ' En L 3
19 atill o ; 0ly.  Considera i
8t1ll paid to EI'l_HJTJ]ELI.r;j whioh derables atiention

hﬂﬂ ]i}ﬂﬂ' ]‘ r
laught at this school, and tha i
£ 1. 16 adyanpad

acholars give rendy and : :

F : Ay and Ultx}]_lmgnt- - i

1 geography and Listory, ?;:Ejfa t;i questions

WIE carefully tay ght by Mrs, Seve ?’Jr children oz,
‘-I. J{ﬂfﬁ'ﬁ-kﬂ_ﬂﬁir- Hanna‘? o DAY ,,TT]E.-

—MTha ; ¥, assisted by W 2
he pProportion of ﬂhﬂéfj’e‘ﬂ, i bf Mrs, Bea
¢hool. after they are twelye

than in any other of
- our
standard of atfainment ig

In every branch :

Buc-

S0
continue to at&gfi
years old is smaller hers
Couniry echools ; 5 high
}L;iﬂt therefore to ha looked
L =
returns for the present yearﬂjj;;;;r;ﬁv Eﬂ??tm{l%j
those for 1867, raore especially in writi e A
metic. The first class E;?kazﬁejfigs d e
geography and history, subjects nof m;.-;n ;L:Tg s
viously. The percentags of E.ttﬂ‘ﬂdﬂﬂ!‘}?:-‘ G?’p 1;. h{mﬁ'
when the state of the rcads and the 'brc:ken ?na,tur-ﬂg ﬁ}
the couniry are taken into consideration. VWant 1:-%
room materiglly interfered with the Proper workino
of the school at the time of niy last visif, but a :;:ﬁ
siderable addition to the building has been i*u;a%n
since. G
Motupipi—Mr. Robinzon. Only 14 children are
now in daily attendanee at this, formerly one of the

58 children present at my last visit. The withdrawal
of children~ from school at an earlier age than
formerly, tells against the more advanced -classes,
particularly in arithmetie, in which branch I found
no scholar sulficiently advanced to attempt a simple
question 1 praectice. I could detect, however, very
little fulling off in reading, winle there was a decided
improvement in penmanship. The discipline of the
school was, as usual, exeellent. .
Lower Moutere—Mr. Robson~—The daily attend-
ance here, which at one time fell off’ very seriously,
has latterly risen to 28, a number still below, the
capabilities of the teacher. The increase in numbers
has, however, enabled him to double the number of
good readers, and to show marked progress in both
writing and arithmetic. The remarkably neat and
legible figures of the scholars are deserving of special

most flourishing of our country schools. The deciese
10 numbers toox place, however, before the appoint-
ment of the present master, whose predecessor was
remarkably successiul as a feacher. It is therefors

probably attributable to the movement of 2 consider-

able population higher wp the valley. It i3 to be
hoped that the erection of « new schoolroom, distens

about a mile from the presen’ building, and appsreniis
within easy reach of a large number of children of
school age, will tell favorably upon mext yesr's re-
turns.

Long Plein—Miss Kearns. This Liffle school ka3
been unfortunsfe in losing the serviees of two teachers
within a comparatively short period. The young
children, who attend somewhat rregularly, have been
very well taugaf by their late mistress, whose resig-
nation is to be regretied.

Collingwood—Mr. Hslecombe, assisied by Mrs.

notice, becanse this, though apparently a minor point,
15 really of more importance than the generality orf |
our teachers suppose, and is too often neglected. On
the whole, I think that the public will have little to
complain of when the bulk of the Provineial schools
attain the-level of Lower Moutere. :
Pangatotara—Mr. Brown.—In respect of attend-
ance this school stands lowest on the list, the average
during the past year being at the rate of only 42 per
sut.  Mhis will suficiently account for the general
inferiority of the reading, while it is to the
tencher's aredib that the writing and &l‘lﬁ}l‘iﬂﬁtlﬂ.&'fe,
In spite of so serious o a:’im_,wbml;? nf mm:a thai:tl
average marit.  Mental arithmetic is salso we
tanght.
Motueka, 1
which always took a high ran
ground under the present master.
writing ‘ave creditable t]n:nughc:-
being :';‘FDI"E]I‘F of El]EBiEL]. praise.. C
= * and mental ar

st Division—Mr, Bisley.-—This school,
k, has certainly not lost

The reading and
ut, the arithmetic
ollective lessons m
ithmetic are frc-

20oranh ammar < : \at:
'ﬁua% ﬂ; g;ﬂ to 1;]1:3 whole Eﬁlmn‘[i wn.ht_tl;ﬂisb;i
resulks. 1k is to be 1-egrebta3d that this practic o

t of the classes,
are also excellent.
Tlomann.—About

The arrangemen

the general discipline of the Eﬂ%lt}ﬂ].
Motueka, 2nd Division—DMrs.

H10Ye cominon.

tions, under nine
v training for

30 pupils who are, with few excep
The children

A - eparatol
Ll o
the upper school in this CIVISIOL:

o

Iillis. The general tone of this school appesred to
me very good, oa iy last visif, the chilcren Demg
remarksbly orderly and aftentive. But, aller doe
allowance had been made for the small proporfzon ol
children present shove 12 years old, the atfzmments
of the scholars generally struck me as bemg muen
below the averaze. 1 could find no readess of
writers who could fairly be classed as = ga?%ﬂ
comparatively few who came Tp to the fﬁEL&£¢
of “moderate,” snd not & singla scholar who
could solve a question In Proportion or pPracace.
The rate of attendance for the 'p:i:- year, ;6‘99 1_::;
cent, is however, somewhat higher than thab o £23
mgajority of our schools.

Cobden—Mr. Ray.
sinee the opening of this

Ouly a fow weeks had elapsad
school when I visited 1, an:
: T rking OTdET.

I found it well organisac and m good wﬁﬁgﬁ- oo
the teacher bemg thoroughly up to his WOIX, e
havine the adyantage of previous 1&:9enencﬂiﬂ ;é;:
. senbt W he school was examined,

' . present when the seho

children were pre , = 2l
nearly all of whom were, 33 might be espected, ver

backward.
Though

us that in the foregoing dé :

“stion of the pres tion of our E_,,T‘j. T:n;ii
Grh?}ul* T have not been able to avolc Lhatau:sh:ﬂ;
Eifm tb ; inseparable from & series of briet H_rhﬁi"_r
| ) e I ikt iriet .t'u-TFE-.'I =3 L
preseating o vexy strleg TRy clea
'Irmni:m*e to hope thab I have made & Lt
5 - pumber among OUL I ATy L3
(hab we now s

- EE-
T am eONsclo :
ent condl

=9

[ .

. ; - vel

8fruck me as bemng very well P”ii?e o

Riwaka—Mr, and Mra. Soxe o Tast ye
has been made in this seliool SINCO=ASE,

-Steady progress |
ar, o marked |

- a“jjl.
qL""E'L"‘-l'-’ﬂ I}f 1lﬂilﬂllhtﬁd EI:La;I}EIHiHEEL-—ﬂ.i 3 o
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and not more than five or six, ab the outside, whoso
prosent state’ can. be pronounced unsatisiactory:.
Hhroughout my Report great, possibly undue, pro-
‘minence has been given to tho teacher, for it should
not be forgotten that the teacher is only one, though
by far the most important of the several factors
required to make a good school. “The powers of
Toeal Committees, for esample, for good or for evil,
ﬁTE". Yeryi gL
whether exerted in favor of or agamst a teacher, 1s

reat, while the influence of parents, |

- But to enumerato, and givo their |

a’inmstegirresis‘ﬁblg, _
precise weight to the various local causes
the welfare of our schools would extend this Report |

that affect !

to an intolerable length, and it

suflicient to” explain, ‘onee for )] :T}I{Il gl
penying tables' of oducationa] s W
‘necossarily” brief remarks ' on
characteristics of each school afe
ready means of showing resuls

ﬁnm;*ely "I Yoy
intelligible form, ‘? 1 a 8lmip)
- I have tho hq;mﬁ to bﬁ'gir; .
Your obedient servant,
W, 0. HOD@soN
Lnepectoy of A;’g.,?.ﬁ,;ﬂ;g;‘_
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