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Sﬂpﬁriﬂﬁﬁﬂdﬁﬂﬁﬁ 'Oiﬁce& i| NELSON AND ITS VICINITY
Nelson, 24th April, 1868. | —

] .l T J i) e b F X é T
HE Sﬂ' 15 F:fRIE\ TEE DEI\ Tﬂdll"‘ﬂﬂhﬁ ehE‘ | Government Ezﬂﬁdmy&.-—'fha cantract fi E,;r
publication of the following Report | and sanding the whole of the Government Buildin

3
for general information. and Court House has been eomplefed in 2 very sans-
_ factory mammer by the confractor, Mr. Lousmsen. 1If

ATrPRED GREENFIELD, was, however, found pecessary to give oms cesf of

baint mors than specified to the front and eastern
Ns‘ldﬂ of the main building, in order to make a
 thorouchly good job. This and the repairs which
had been effected previously have made the buildings

ANNUAL REPORT OF T,HE PROV L‘.JCI} o much more water-ticht than belore, althopeh m
IENGINEER ON PUBLIC WORKS EXE- | torms of rain there are still a fow places, as I antici-

Provinecial Secrelary.

|

CUTED DURING THE PAST YEAR. ; pated, which are leaky. The 51:}'(:& ::T;-cf has alsg been
| thorouchly overhanled snd reparred.

: B 2 - o Station—This buildir hich was 3
Provinecial Eﬂg1neel“’s Office, Pplice Station—This building, wiich was Ppro

o 1apo . | posed in my last year's Tepart, a3 being necessury fo

I\TE]EQH’ 13th ‘:{LFHL’ 1863, sive increased sccommodation in ofice room and the

s s Oy e rumber of cellz, has been ereotad tmder contraet by

- ’ retar I ; L Tge 5 :
To;theiProyincial S0Craitd: | Measrs. Moore and Conway, and could very soon be
Nelson. | mada ready for occupation. The vote, howeaver, has

tht‘-} IIOHDI‘ to fm*wm‘-d, [hl‘ tht”.'f | been execeded m L‘*ompl’ﬂi‘ﬂg the work as far as 1k has

| . R S
BIR:'_I have | gone, and 1t will require an additional sum to maks

-] % £ T L] & . ] % 3 - _1[11;‘ —
lllfﬂl‘mﬂijlm]ﬂfHISHGIlDI the ﬁuparlilf()]‘ldl " |it complete. The adjoinmg yard sheuld be well
Yy Annual Rapm"t on tho Public W orks Eﬂlﬂq | fanced, and tho sarfice of the ground I:’:’F&Heizlfiﬁd
cuted, or being execnted, 1t the several Di1s-| . ored with clean shingle. Soma internal fAitings
{ricts of the Province daring
T ghall commence with—

the p&ﬁt year. - will also be needed. Tt has been EEEEE;J_Z_' on tha st
| of the old Governmene Offices in tha Depct.

e o

e ———
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Fire-Engine House and Hﬁm?u}?fcf.i;}:ir;l Tﬂi;
new Police Station have been m*ootc.d a Hfl‘.th fi u
Touse and a Bell-tower, under nurf::nlul1~*fw.l.f~.t1':5:1.7:(.jl & :
Gilbertson, and the whole has ;l‘n:‘t'ill {*Q]"_np‘n; t-]L I
very oreditable manner. Th? Ingine House has 11:91{
mnde large enough to contain the i‘ire-en‘gnw, ; vLer-
and ladder carriage, and hose-reel, ﬁnth A Toom o X
liend in which the Brigade may boid thetr meg -115,;

The New Hose-Reel has also been E"D].TIRIF‘EEE' J
desicu being an improvement on tho ﬁr;-té] g{r;u:a ol
tained from Dunedin. 1t was manufacture j Tmh‘:;
H. Balme, and is well ‘imd strongly made ; 16 18 1
lodged in the old Engine House. ‘ e

Gaol Additions and ifffrﬁfmﬂ&——ThEs?b W maf
wrere mentioned in last years 1-qpnrt as emg EEHI
tracted for, have been completed In a very subs]tl-ﬂn *mh
manner by the contractor, Mr. J. Scott. The Fmt
creased accommodation is found to be of the greatest
convenience, and the Gaol, I should hope, will answer
all our requirements for a long time to come. It hs_msi
however, a fault common to nearly all vamcm_.
Gaols. ¥iz., that we cannot yet classify and keep apart
the different classes of prisoners. _

This state of things points to the necessity of some
central penal establishment, to which the worst
criminals could be sent and there eunﬁned, so. as to
be entirely separated from the ordinary class of
pPrisoners.
~ The alterations mow enable us to keep entirely
soparate the female prisoners, and their accommoda-
tion is much improved.

T have to report, while on this head, tkat the
dwelling-house attached to the Gaol appears to be
too small for the Gaoler and his family. A very
moderate addifion would remedy this defect, and 1
should recommend its being carried out as soon g5
possible.

Government Wharf, and removing Buoy Rock.
Ounly a portion of the money voted under this head
has been expended in makimg what were absolutely
necessary repairs, which consisted of driving a number
of mew piles wherever the old ones were most decayed
or worm-eaten, and in repaiming the floor of the
wherf where necessary. If was considered advisable
that Mr. Balfour’s Report on Nelson Harbor should
be received and considered, before making any ex-
tensive zddifions to the wharf, or in expending any
money on the Buoy Rock. This report has very

5 : ¥
lately been received, and will demsnd careful con-

siderafion.

Queer’s Warchouse.—~This building, which was
ordered from England, is constructed of corrugated
iron walls and roof, with cast-iron pilasiers, which
carry the jron framing of the roof, and also the
wooden beams and joists which support the upper
floor, which iz of wood. Tt is now being erected
by contract by Mr. J. Scott, and is nearly completed.
The foundations, which are of stone, were let under
another contract to Messrs. J ennings and Simpson
the pitching of the ground floor being included 1}‘;

their confract. This work they are _
proceed with. y are now about to

The fittmg of the ironwork of the building is not

of that satisfactory character which I ch
expected of Messte. F. Morton and Cor 1o, 27

' 3 i.r'll[r 1J]J_E
whole, when completed, will be a R
modious, and durable building. & substantial, com.-

Swinging Apparatus

Jor the Correction hips’
S : of Ships
Compasses—This structure has been enmp{eied.pin

E}]mt I hope will Prove to be a substantial and dups.
e E;E‘lllm&r,, the piles being of sound blaclk birch
covered below water with Munfz-1neta), {0 ]‘H'{ZI{EFE

trim and clean the fences, erect gates, &e., &.

The oviginal contractor, Myr. Roboey Carloy {
to carry out tnis \'1?131‘1’7., which WS ﬁ.]'!ﬁt“ s

lﬂ_u['{

' : : Y complaf.
by Mr. W. Akersten 1o a satisfuctory Monygy Plefog
: 3 ' 4 ’

New  Hospital.—This building woulg have

much nearer completion than 1t now 18, hag the booy
tractor, Mr. W. T\ Good, noti been dolnyeq ol on:
ghan one occasion by the want of matey{y]s, 'Ilnnm
first 1nstance he was dlsﬂ.]}pﬂinijed m the dal; I tho
the timber, and he ig Now wuztiug the areivy] J,
England of the cast-iron spouting and Culva ED;‘T
gated plating for the verandah roofs. Some time

also lost for the want Pf a proper supply of Sl

The building, however, 18 now approaching mullﬂﬂl-; g,
and will, T think, fully realise my expectafion, 1
convenience and general adaptation to jts intﬁrhﬂv
purpose. Although the sum voted for this huilcf*ﬁd
last year has not all been spent, there ligve boon Ing
curred several extra ifems of expense beyong EIH
actual contract price, such as earth excavation (o tl)a
tain material for foundations and space fop dﬁtﬂﬂ}? d
buildings, also a few extra windowgs betwoen tf
wards and nurses’ rooms; skylight, &c., &o. L0

e
Wilg

; The:
will also be required a washhouse and dead |, uuﬂﬁf
and provision must be made for these ang g the

necessary internal fittings and furniture, whiel Wore
not included in the first specification. |
The ground around the buildings will alg require
to be levelled and formed, and drained, anq well
covered with a good layer of fine clean gravel, Soms
work will also be needed to form and gravel the

Buildings for Lunatics and Poor.—It. has
found necessary to make a few alterations, repairs,
and additions to these : one or two small roorma havs
been added, and also an inclosed vard for the mals
lunatic patients. Application has been mads by the

been

manager for increased accommodation for the fomals
patients, and I have already submitted for approval a

plan and estimate for an additional female ward, which
1t 13 most probable will be found to be required when
the subjeoct is brought under consideration,

Hoot-bridge over Maitai; in Nile-street.— After

the contract for this bridge had been lef, and the
work commenced, a very heavy flood occurred in the
Maital, higher  than before Ienown, which mado it
evident that the bridge as designed would be too
Jow ; it was therefore arranged to heighten the piers
and lengthen the approaches, at an inereased cost:
Mr. Giibertson, the contractor, has just now finished
his contract as far as the wood-work is concerned,
and as soon as the recessary earth-work, now in hand,
for the approaches, shall have been completed, the
bridge will be open for public traffic. A few days
will effect this.

Maitai River Banks—Protection of Roads and
Bridges—The flood above spoken of has ﬂﬂmpBﬂEd
our attention to this work, the most serious daniage
having been inflicted just above Collingwood Bridge,
where a considerable amount of land was COITIC
2Way; £0 a8 to encroach on the roadway and threalen
the safety of the southern approach of the bridge
At, @ point s short distance above Bridge-street
Bﬂdg?s also, the banks hayve been much dﬂmﬂgea’f
the mischiefbeing aggravated apparently by the rush of
Brook-street, stream af its junction with the Maitial. I

I have prepared plans for protective works ab eftﬂfli
of these places, and the work 15 being proceeded wib
at the first two, '

I propose to crect, ab the junetion of the hl’f{D]f? b
bl"E?:k‘v":vﬂrter similar to one built o fow years 8go ¥ tho

aitay, for the purpose of checking the force of l']m:
smaller Btream, and confining its action to the nent

Eid{-}.ﬂf the bed of {1, Maitai., This work 18 now -
veriieed for tender,
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WARouy Vietory Stuare~The auare has |
¥ & 5 oo s e ' 1.4 16y
th:ln_ﬁf}d with a seven-wire fonce, by Moss 108 Heon |
W?IL].LH [l‘.-ﬂ(l- Mﬂftﬂ-ﬂ] nﬂntﬁ”“i'fjr_&:ﬁ éf ;] ogera, Broith-
I q o e L 3 - i L ! j ‘,“a-? W 11':- § ! ]
siandards being n_'f iron, and the strainir r{]-.-j‘f-*um
wqml, well and substantially erectac ining-posts of
1- . a i % I3 = W : oy "
,l.v:.fri: :lmn wickots and ono iron eart-gate have beon
provido to givo access to the square : =

Mhe fence, I think, woul

LY sy AL r]_l]']__{.j "i{'[rr{'}“]{l hﬂ j'

L rE ild bo 1mproved by the
nddition, at intorvals, of stout wooden Imim ;ri

" ]';]jnnln;??]l 1l'-j ]:h'irq fl"r_--*gf,p;-.p{-r
18 i HE o Ao
(Jalli ood, 48 wall ns re
Jo ngwood-girest, brid
gome of the late

el bridge nlso havo been
paira fo thio floor of that an
| il IILE?-%'I?" L'h{f LI'JL”-FEF‘ gtifferad in
of i;hfhjl’f]r;fﬁ]y ]JF!_"_'.‘!{FFE If:rr'f'.l ;‘} :'FE[JI;Eemmlh et

il groond (he north pier, for its

protection s thess g 1
4 A0E H E"|] 'r&.r r=r L e : : 3
OTICE. W D ,li']:,;' J_a_.l}l.j,f:r?_rl_h? I]_qjﬂ_.t_,rl@f

Folanical () 7? ot
2 L L G 2 'ﬂ':"'f-'. £ 5
i rarden Ilieserve.~—Although not ]
- 1y vote, the reserve ma been almost
¥ ] ] i P

pngure it8 gronter stiffness ’

C silllness agningf Gl ISRUTE
LRERy gningh the pressure of
. Iﬂ.ﬂfm? to Quarantine Grovnd and Dip ~—This work
ja NOW 1n. Progross, having been lot by eontract ; it
consists principally of forming a roadway over w70
pieces of swamp ; this s being done by laying bundles

of manuka on the surface, and of throwing on them |
T D - E "

the mlﬂtel‘liﬂlq excavated from a large ditch alongsidoe ;
ﬂlﬂ{lﬂ' of draining the swamp to sore extent by cutting
iid:at;];f}hmugh the hard ground into the adjoining

Ib will shorfly be completed, but additional work
wﬂ_l be required in levelling and forming beyond the
point deseribed, and one or two small bridges will be
yequired. ‘ Tt

Polorus Rood, Repairs—A succession of heavy
floods has considerably damaged this road in the
Maitai Valley, and rendered mnecessary extensive
repairs in several places; maay parts of the old road
which never before had been reached by any flood,
were by this year’s floods submerged to a depth of
several feef, and torn to pieces. Several old bridges
-nd culverts have been repaired, and one tolerably

L

large bridge at the extremity of the gorge in the |

North Maitai has been almost entirely renewed ; the
road generally has been repaired, and cleared of
fallen timber, &c., &e. . :
Gravel-sifting Machi n6.—This machine has arrived
1 Nelson ; also a small steam-engine to work if, 8s
well as a horse-power for the same purpose. T had
thie machine put together in the Depof yard, and
triad with ordinary river gravel; 2 shors trinl con-
vinced me that no economy would resulé from its

use, and that, could e work ib, incessant EXpECEE |

would beincurred to keep 1t in repair, to such an
oxtount as to forbid allidea of using it. I have there-
fore had it taken to pieces and stowed away-

The engine, 01 the other hand, has been mo st
usefnl, and has been &b work almost constantly smce
its trial; engaged in driving piles, {or which purpose
T had it specially fitted 5 10 13 now at work at the
Waimea bridge.

The * horse-power
shall not require it ; it seems f

; G707
aipiee ) 5 > Bridges, §e—= considerable

damage done to the e _ e
bridge, which snffered during ome ¥ery Q€&Fy -

The_stones forming the emban
tirely carried away

ashed a little lower ,
Ei&gi slope below the roadway, thus really prod

] { stronger
o form of embansnen a : I
floods : the crown of the roadway has been made

ap d
good with other stones carted for the purpﬂ.;, hﬁ;: :
over tho whold of the lower slopo the StORER

: « foathered,” tO resist the
boan propery pﬂﬂhﬂd e I do not Li}'nprehmld

disturbing potion SateR e
any serious damag _

[ oor of tha b . %5
nhfahfﬂgaira? and has nok been attended to 83 WE

A ~_ st thoroughly
‘ T intend to have if gul
1 have clesired- S lers fOE
I.,Eﬂu}:"led and yepaired, and hm?c?'glft-n‘{-:g;;ﬂu]ﬂlt
?].u:m*;ﬂ bo done, nlter which some fresh W% e
1is b 3
ba mado by which

down, the effect being fo give &
ueing

may

entirols e ;
.i-ii,”ﬂl:;'r ll‘?}‘?ﬁ”r_[z[ l'rj:rr ]—J—,.n-l 58 lrlh"'l’ : ‘HE '--'] 1 3 .
| been firat eareful bl ABUOT 3 ENE WI0LE 1aviog
f-. cat earefully surveyed and level pess pnt I
a7 the purpote, Mema ]"7"’}"'1"'1‘:-'1 -;'li' :.JJ L 1_.: lri
.1 ' : 3 e rovizion ikl 8 reamres
{or the effectunl drainnge of this ground I
qu'l—l']tH' of wat ] e - Whala FrOound, a3 o large
. -:I : 'y of water descends from the hills af the back
; i ¥ ; S A2 e LR KPR
ﬂm[_ scomeas ponded for wanf of an Aot kil
Gfu cl b? obtained by eutting a channel from "-.ﬂrfq;
gtreet anlonor Bri o ; T e
T LhmgrLﬂd'r":ﬂ""‘t'“""'t’ to the Maitai.
¥ H — | 15 -
. 4 L8 Deen vhao i.‘iurl.t}c"-‘.l"'f a'}r rr”ﬂ"'*f”f-'ffﬂfiff-"il'_* _'.1;1

il Tt

; p S e o .
the Board of WGLL{'H bat no decizsion kas vet bes

L LI E: ra

» ghould, I think, be sold, as we |
o be a strong serviceé-

vote has been spent in repairing |

| mbankment beyond the Wairoa | | 1
1 | executed the pIpe bridges, and the ¢

kment were nob €0
but thosa on the tap wore merely |

to resist fufure | ! _
» | by day labor ; aub-contracts

| i_}j'i‘."ﬂTLﬁtl at. 1t1s very desirable that some srrengs
ment should be made for thizs purposs Bs soc

| . 5 A0F LS DUrplss G5 5000 a3
| posaible. j
II b ZE""?FE'?FE Walerworks.—~1 have mueh satisflaction in
| femg able to report thaf all the plant has armved
from quﬂaﬂ'{l *Eiﬁr?i_‘j, and that the wholzs of the cast-
J]fmn main piping 1s now laid from the dam fto the
town, un@ n the several streets of the town embraced
in the origmal plao.

; This work was completed on the 28th Mareh,
having been 2 few days less than twenfy weeks m
hand.

The dem also hus been comple’ed and appesrs fo
be perfectly substantisl and sscure, baving stood the
test of several heavy floods.

r—-t - - L

The ressrvoir has now been completed for some

time, and hes been filled with water =everal fimes.
| Some little delsy in finishing this work was ozeasioned
by a strong spring of water from an adjoimiog
which did not shew izelf in fores uptil the wet
wegther had ecommenced. The means faken to
remedy the mizchief which this spring was likely
| cause to the work have been successtal, |

|
| having been cut through, and the walter diverted DF

1

| a deep dram and culvert.

The fall pressure of water from the dam |
| been laid on in the pipes for soms weeks, and, with
o fow very trifling casualfies, easily rectiffied. the
—ocks have been placed in a si2ie of completeness
| and efficiency, as has been proved by repested irials

| ana ij:jpau:ti:iza, The house services have boen lmdin
sgveral streets, and h o fow wesks more ey wiil

T 'E-’ L sk |

be all laid, as well as the wharf services for suppiyics
ths shippmg-

. The principal confracis ander this head Iave
 generally been zell and faitEfnlly carmed On

| Amongost them T may menbon that 10! [
| petainine wall by Messrs. Bray and Lloyd, who aiso

o

 ing the road up to the reservoir. Lhe meserves
| exacuted by Mr. John Scott I a very crstiiac
mAnDer.
carry throogh
has been carri

The contractor for the pipe-iay mg fazlec
hia contrach and this pars of the work
ad out by the Governmens principally
C howaver were lei Wiers
prmt:{mble for trenching, carting, and the necesary
mason-Work. :
Although some work yeb rematns €0 be done, sual

: and a few otner itama, £he accounts

to warrant me I CODZ -
he whole expens=e

egtimated

as fencing, <&Cy
are sulciently made up
- ‘ i.-ql 2 x
laking the Province o the fact thakthe W
of the work will be considerably nnder the
| sum of £20,000 when fully complete. S
As the town has considerabiy increased i ::u!;,-

- = ol i ¥ a - -r1T— - oy i 'l 5 '{__ w- |
<ince the first design 101 thie works rﬂ:d:ﬂliﬁa :J:
el the DiAin pipes

=Ary Lo oYL EERU

wit ot douht, be neces

S -




|
i
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i soveral directions to: meet the increased reguire:

menfe.
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COUNTRY DISTRICTS.

Road by Pigeon Talley into Aotueka T'.Eﬂfqr;,*—f
MThe amount voted for this road has been Jmhcmus]jf
expended in repairing the old bridges in that part o
the rond lying in Pigeon-valley, or in replacing them
with new ones, wide enough for cart trafiic, and i
generally repairing the other parts of the road most
requiring it. It is proposed to Improve the portion

of this road lying between Stanley-brook and Motue-
ka-valley, and convert it into a dray-road, so as to
give the settlers in Stanley-brook an outlet to some
main road. It is reported to me that this could be
done at & moderate expense, and I think it Is deservy=
ing of attention, either on the present line, or on an-
other which has been suggested as offering better
cradients over the range. :
Roads info Dove Dale.—The sum voted under this
head was apportioned to the different districts inte-
rested—one portion to the Motueka Road Board,
another to the Pangatotara Road Board, with in-
structions as to the manner of expenditure, as far as

could be given. Another portion was spent in im-
proving the horse-road from Thorpe, In DD?EdﬁJB* to |
the Motucka-valley, by what is called *Sunday- |
valley.” :

Hxcept in the latter case, I believe the sums dis-
tributed were not considered sufficient, considering
the great lengths of road to be kept up, and 1 believe
a farther amount could be spent with great advan-
tace to the districts mferested.

Lloads between Wai-iti, Motueka-valley, Motupiko,
Tadmor, and Wangapeka.—Repairs and improve-
ments have been executed under this head, on the
road over Spooner’s Range, and on the road in the
Tadmor-valley, and over the range as far as the
Wangapeke Plains.

The dray-road has also been extended up the
Tadmor for upwards of half a-mile. Other repairs
on these lines of road are sfill needed, as the sum
voted, bemg spread over such a length of line, will
noi eifect substantial or extensive improvement.
Some necessary formal alterations of roads have been
effecied in the Motupiko district.

Waimea Bridge—The contract for the erection of
this bridge has been let to Messrs. Bray and Lloyd
and the work is now in active progress. They are
now driving the piles in the second pler, and are
framing togsther the fourth truss, or span.

T_he bulk of the timber for this work was cut and
delivered on the site during the winter months ; and
the iron work was also delivered on the ground pre-
paratory to calling for tenders for its erection - the
contract for which includes the timber for the ap-
prqaﬂihﬁn. The “i'i'ﬂ]:].{_ 1S progressing, so far, very
salisfactorily. The piles are being well and firm]
driven, and the framing well fitteq to gether 4

Cart-Bridges, Wai-iti—Plans and EpEEiﬁE&ﬁD
have been prepared for a cart-brid i

on. what is called « Whiter e~ iEB C;Gr the Wai-itj,
opened line of road, past Tﬂm?ﬁnfjnjf gizﬂ%ngwly :
?’;ﬁt ; Tal?d @enders‘i'nr t}le- work have bt':en adv;lﬁ:;i
nel:":, in E;;Ef at%z;h? 1te selected runs In two chan-
dr% or nearly o, ssser channel ordinarily being

propose to Lri ~

S em?y:;ffjfii? ata}fﬁ aﬂ;ge_ channel, and

as has been done at the Wairon, . 058 the smaller,
airoa,

I believe the want of g ’
_ ] : good cart-bridee i

i?ib W];Em uhf; Mam South Road cmsse%etfe ?‘?Lcuh
er, the Wai-iti. The gite, however, is not &f; ﬂl?

favourable on the line of road, and the cost wonld

Lo considevable to diverl Lhe 1‘“&'&-1? to wliere g
and unchanging sito could bo obtained, viz,
ihe hills, east of tho present road,

T should recommend that tho locality bo we] ox
amined and surveyed, with the object of d&aiguhT
and erecting a bridge whero most conveniont, £

Horse-Bridge, Motucka Livwer.—No expendifyy
has been made under this liend; and no a'u_-,,ﬁ?ﬂy 'hu;
vet been made of the river, for the purpose of dotoy-
mining tho site. It may, however, now be madg 4,
subject of early attenfion. __

A foot-bridge has been erected across an overfloy
of the Motucka River, at Bdelsten’s Ferry-houge oy
the Riwaka side, and will, I doubb not, Prove to I;B a
grent convenience to foob passengers crossing by the
ferry. . |
Mlotueka Jetly repairs, and Saﬁu-r&-)’mzwe.—{[}ha
store-house bas been erected; and the repairs. haye
been completed. 16 has been found necessary o
add sIx ::Eaﬁng-pilea on the southern side of ¢},
jetty, to allow steamers to lie alongside withoyt
damage to themselyes or the jelty. This work hyag
been let, and will shortly be finished. t |

Hurunui Bridge—This work, which had eep

200
y Deny g

placed by agreement in the hands of tho Canterbury

Government for execution, has, according te the
last accounts;, been destroyed during its erection
by a very heavy flood, leaving only the wroucht
iron piles, more or less bent, standing in the, 1';[%;311
bed. It is mow proposed. by the U;mte}:bury. Go-
vernment to adopt another site, and increase the
sum necessary for ifs erection in consequence to
£8,000, the original amount having been £6,000.
From what I remember of the locality proposed for
the new site, that is, a mile and a quarter below the
first one at Hastie’s. - I do not think favourably. of
it, although on one side (the south) a high bank
could be obtained to start from, but there is a quan-
tity of low lying flooded land on the other side; and
on both a considerable expenditure would be re-
quired for road-making. |

The fault of the first erection appears to have been
that it was too low, so that the flood lifted or tore it
bodily from the piles. | o

Main South Road— Wai-ili to Hanmer Plain.—
A considerable amount of worlk has been bestowed
along this linc of road, which in common with
others during the past year has suffered severely
from floods. -

I despatched a party under an overseer, to thab
portion of it beyond the Top-house, after a severe

flood, with instructions to repair damages, and to

work their way gradually along it..

This they did, repairing as they went, consider-
ably beyond Tarndale ; they thus, to insure a sup-
ply of provisions, went at once as far as the junc-
tion of the Acheron and Clarence, working back-
wards to where they left off. On their return I;found
1t necessary to send them af once to the long valley
beyond M‘Farlane’s, where o terrific flood had torn
the road to pieces and rendered it nearly impassable s
they are yet at work on this part. -

Waimea-west Pownd and Lock-wp.—Both the pound
and lock-up have been erected adjoining each other
o a substantial and workmanlike manner by the
contractor, Mr. Jos, Price; the situation seems well
selected for the purpose.

East Talaka Road and Bridle Track.~The pro:
posed improvements have heen executed on this road:

O?“ﬂ_é'ﬂ‘ LRoad from Bast Takaka to the Waibap?
Junction.—This work, which was placed In tho
hands of the Takaka Road Board , has, T undeystand,
been completed and opened for some time. I Dbave
not, however, had any special report on it. Lb Wik

be a great convenience to the district,
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Ltoad belween Wast and West Takaka above {he

W amgaro—Xionyo to open this voad has been ob- |

tnined from the land-owners, and by formal applica-
tion to ﬁ}ﬂ magistrates ; the balance of 't'lmlvr::db'-ic
aftor paying the amount of compensation agreed
upon, has been paid over to the Takaka Road Bgmf-il.,

with instructions fo have the road eleared and | P

opened ag soon ag possible, This road will be of

gronbiulility to the district; especially during freshes, |
a8 it erosges the Takaka at unchang.
rosses the 'Lalkaka at an excellent and unchang- |

ing ford, and saves travellers the danger of crosding
the dreaded Waingaro,

Cross. Road, Olifton to Mobupipt—This line of

-road was very much needed, and the same course

ayas pursued as described for the last mentioned
road, the funds being placed in the hauds of the

_ Road Board, the road is, I believe, not: completed,

as no report basg yet reached me to that effect.

only have been necessary on this road.
Carlyle-street, Clifton.—The sum of £25 voted for
bridging and ditching over 'a swamp in this street
was also-placed’at the ‘disposal of the Road Board,
thework I am given to understand has been com-
pleted for some time. .
 The same remavks will apply fo the sum of £15,
voted for marking entrance to Waitapu River ; as
algo the sum of £25, one-half of that voted fora bridle
tvack to Collingwood, the other half being handed
to the Collingwood Road Board, to be expended in

 accordance with the vote.

- Court House and Lock-up, Takaka.
specifications were prepared for this work, and ten-
dérs called for ard, fhe work fet, ofter which the
inspection of the work was placed in the hands of
the Road Board. It is mot yet reported as bemng
finished. Considerable delay was experiengerl in
yaking the necessary arrangements for securing the

- sife. ' | '
- Slate Rwwver Bridge Repawrs ; TRoad o Roelky River ; |

Toad {o Heaphy, repairs ; Clearing Snags and Ee-
pairing Beacons, Aoréere River.—The sums voted fa:::rr
these works were placed at the disposal of the Col-
lingwood Road Board, with the necessary Instrue-

- f1ons.

Court House, Amuri.—The sum voted for thf was
treated in the same way, being handed to the Amur
TRoad Board. A considerable portion of it wall be
expended in fencing in a piece of ground adjoining

- . T 1 - £ Tl D{'- -l'l..... |
fhe Court-house, and providing more accomm ia- |

ion for clerk to the magistrates. :
imﬁfﬁ?&‘sﬁ?: Karamea.—As full and speoial re-p?rts
have been made from time to time on these 1'0&4;15
the Assistant HEngincer, 11":.[:*‘]1&1?# Dgélign, I sha

' 1 orally what has been —
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gradeally dimmishing.

On my return from the West Coast mn September,
1867, I made a special report on all the works there
executed, or in hand, fo which I may refer for aay

L

-
-

required information. Sinee fhaf time, mearly sl il
the roads on the West Coast, in common with ofher q
districts, have suffered more or less from ihe acfion |
1
|
1

-

sidergble expenditure in consequence to keep them
in working order. The principal Dew Work which .
has since been accomplished, is the making of & read ] |
up the Ahanra-valley, through what is know by tte
name of the Fifteen Mile Bush (fen 1 Tealify). This | |
has heen felled and cleared tweniy-fwo ices Wide,
cood hard road and Likely o be durable, past of X |
being on level ground, and part om tie == =S |
where side-cattings were formed. .
This forms only & portion of whadis de
a very important work, and which 1 h: : :
ported om, that is, the extension ol :
Saddle and over info the Amuri. Lhe mOSE EXpEs-
Fitare will be required befween the Saccle ¢ :
Fifteen-mile Bush. If this line shou!

' and formed for a widih of seven feet in the eenire; 2 l
i
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- Little Grey, thence to Cobden. I should strongly

101

New Court Howse aund Lock-up at TWestport.—
These buildings, with some additions to the qmgmﬂl
design have now been completed and ocoupied for

several months.
T believe we shall have to still farther extend the

accommodation at the lock-up, or gaol, which has
been reported as insuflicrent. * :

Some provisions also must be made for imoreasing .
materially the hospital accommodation.

Plans and specifications were sent from Nelson for
a new Custom-house at Westport, which building is
now in course of erection.

A considerable length of new road has been opened
in the Buller-valley, but one or two rocky places still
require to be passed over; one at Hawkscray, and
the other at Ohika Hill. Were these completed as
intended, the horse-road would thus be available
from Westport, by way of the Inanaghua, into the

urge the completion of this work. The road is now
completed from Nelson to the Lyell on the north
bank, and thence to the Inangabua on the south
bank.

_ —- - —-tantial 1mprovements have been made
m the roads o. the Upper Buller. The dray-road
hias been extend:d to the Howard store, and the ex-
isting roads bave in the worst places been cleared
and widened, and metalled where necessary. Much,

however, yet remains to be done, and IMany repairs | |

— S

e

haye beon rendered necessary by the frequont (1o,
of last season ; ONe of which, ﬁﬂﬂiﬂ*mlﬂed in huighj
carried away ontirely a cart-bridge erected oyey the

Upper Buller, This structure while it stood, wag.of .

the greatest service, and means must be taken {4 T
store it on some well-selected site, whero it will 1s

| free from any future damage.

The road to the Grey by the Maruia i’lﬂina WALl

entirely blocked up by trees blown down by g oq]
of wind. A party has been at work on this for g%ﬁlﬁ
time, and the line has been much improved in ma-;’
places, by means of deviations judiciously .Eele-ﬁtﬁg
on better ground. - - _. i
During the same gale the road througli the Bi'é

Bush was also blocked up in the same way, but wes
promptly opened again by a parby sent expressly fo

the purpose. ' 35
I have left unreported the execufion of many

smaller works of minor importance, a deseription of

which would only needlessly lengthen this report, - I

am now preparing a lish of public works, and an
approxunate estimate of their cost; proposed for exe.

cution during the ensuing year, and will forward the
same at the earliest opportunify for the approval of
his Honour the Superintéendent. S T
| I have, &eiy i

JOEN BIACKETT,

~ Proyincial Engineer,
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