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of the revenue of the

) ‘derable portion 3
office, & considerabio | pended 1 anticipa-

vear just ended hﬂ‘i’:‘l‘l‘g heen ex
tion by my }11?3?‘;}51:;;11113 and expenditure for the

The estimates ihortly be Sabmitted to you,
current year, which will shortiy 20 5 SRR R
swill contain provision for the oyerdra S

forred to, by making tho proposed exPEntiy
£10,000 less than the estimated mﬁnuaﬁil S

T may observe in reference (0 the 3_".&17:3 {'lﬂhldﬂ N
abhout to be presented to you, that flf} 2t b5 3
expediture snonrred in all parts of the Pl?fﬂp thﬁ
to the 31st of March last The st&teniﬁn e
previous year could not be made up nearly thc ﬁ}_ﬂ;gé
much axﬁanﬁihm*e having been made. llpimt ¢ s
Coast which, owing to the 11ﬂ;gkﬁfﬂ-'t£'d state 0 {i
accounts, could mot be incladed in the annua
statement. Under the excellent arrangements 1;:-
<tituted by the Provincial Treasurer, aided by@ tda
ﬂ-ppuiutméut of an accountant upgn the 7 -::r]_ -
Helds, every payment whatever to the end of the
financial year appears m the accounts, and as 1o,
heavy works are NOW in progress in that district,
thers are no outstanding contracts, or l;ahﬂltles of
any considerable amount. . :

Tn forming an estimate of the receipts of revenue
for the new financial year, 1 have assumed that the
increase by which the past year was marked will be
maintained. _ ireh o

But I wish you to understand that there 1s an.
amount of uncertainty in the present state and pros-
pects of the South-Western Grold-fields, mpon the
progress and prosperity of which. the Provincial re-
ventie 5o greatly depends, which makes if difficult to.
arrive at an estimate which can be relied tipon.

At this period last year new ground of promising |

character, and of large extent, had "been, or was in
course of being, brought under the operation of the
mimner, and our population was increasing.

Now, although the yield of gold is well man-
tained, and every district of the Gold-fields 1s In a
~ satisfactory and prosperous condition, no special at-
traction exists to justify me in calculatmig uponany
large accession to the number ab present: engaged
upon them, while we are af all times liable to the
effects of the counter-atfvaction ¢f other gold-fields,
of which an instance has lately ocenrred in the diver-
stion of spme hundreds of our miners fo those of
Queensland, although many of them are already,
probably, on their way back again.

The divided state of public opinion as to the "[-:arer '

sent apportionment of Revenue between the Colony
and the Provinces, and the consequent doubt which

exists as to the course the General Assembly may take

1n reference to, it, addsanother element of uncertainty
to our estimate of revenue, thongh it is scarcely pro-
bable that any change which mway be decided upon
will be bronght into operation so speedily as to affect
our caleulations for the current financial year.

: Um_fl.er these circumstance, however, 1 shall con-
sider it prudent to confine both our expenditure and
our engagements as closely as possible to the amount
of actual receipts into the Treasury from month to
montl. '

4. Bills for }he amendment of the “ Gold-Fields
E:—u::ﬁfmmg Act,” the “Country Roads Act,”” the
C:a.:;tlﬂ Trespass Act,” and the “ Caftle Slaughtering
Act,” and also a bill providing for the inspection r::SI:
meaf, haye been prepared and published; in order to
;gllre t@m%e for the expression of public opinion upon
tilﬂﬂtlij.‘ belore they were submitted for your considera-
Be_i.r_lg adviced by the Proyinei icitor 1
provisions of theF . Praviﬁﬂglalﬂiﬁgiﬁl}thai ﬂlﬁ
E&kl:ng Act,” pub it out of the power of PE}?i &P:
Legislatures to pass any measure for the enfﬁggiﬁﬂ

ot

of any systomn of GDIH}FHIg[}FX drainago of oy g
land, and My, AdamsB Opimion having beon gor,
frmed by the ﬁttarnay»ﬂ:ﬂne‘ml, L am unabloe to tg]
any steps to carty out this 'hlgh}? ﬂﬂﬂl]f&};jlg objeot;
By tho 1lth olauso of the Oopanhduted Tionm
Act.)” you are prohibited from passing any Aof tg
aarantee interest; or to grant subsidies extonding
over future years, for the promotion of public woyky,
T have, therefore; not prepured & measure to puy:
rantee interest on capital ﬂml}lﬂjqd In coal miniy g,
as I should otherwise have done 1 accordance with
our wish, and my Owi.
Y 5, As 5{;011 as pﬁaeticable, atter the receipt of thg
Aots of the Genoral Assembly passed during the late
session, I took steps: fon the revision of the Gold:
Ficlds Mining Regulations, by calling upon the
miners in each district to appoint representatives to

nature of the alterations required i each locality

| might be ascertaineds  Subsequently, the Wardens

met together; and agreed upon a new co de: of | regu-
lations, suited so far aspossible to the wants and
peculiarities of every part of the gold-fields.  They

| are now: in the printer’'s hands; and will be brought

into operation with the least possible delay: = .

6. In compliance with the wish you expressed by
resolution, in Session X'VI.,” Rules for the Regula-
tion of Watermen and Ballast-getters, were prepared
and forwarded for the'approval of the Governor:
The Colonial Government, however, determined
upon framing a series of General Harbour Regula-

shortly be made public and putinto force: e
7. The recommendations contained in -the valu-

mission, together with your resolution that action

ever, of opinion: that it/ will' be: desirable to. defex
legislation in the matter for “at least ‘another year.

suggested by the Commission, mustinvolve, would, I

imposed upon them.at the same time as the water-
rate now in course of collection ; and, although

ject during-the-present Session. -

city, on the successful completion of the Nelson
with me, that your thanks, and those of the public;

signed and carried into exepution: and. especially
for the' fact (hat Mr. Blackett’s estimato of ifs €osb
was 5o carvefully fromed, that it has proved to; be
fully sufficient {o meet every contingency—a eireun)
stance, I' belieye, o' be almost without precedent 12
relerence £0 o work of this magnitude.

9. A preliminary survey of the line for the pro:
posed Nelson, Cobden, and Westport: Railway, has
ab length been completed, and the {fulland able re:

port of My, Wripgg, tlhe enpineer employed upon ib,

I:“ll. be laid upon your table, Much delay hag, U
fnffﬁi.}m&tely, oceurred’ in this matter, owing, i1V the
11]1an place, to the failure of Mr. Ogilyie, the ens
;il_ Whﬂf_.se services Liad heen vetnined by the 1ne

cling Su]?@l‘llltelldentl_ Colok o0 b bib) o1 aaze s 0

confer with the Warden of fheir district, so that the

tions, which should be applicable.to the whole.colony: '
The Harbonr Masters of the prineipal ports were
consequently summoned to- Wellington, and:aseode:

of regulations was agreed upon, which will no doubt

able report furnished to me by the Sanitary Com- .
should be taken on the subject, by the preparation.. .

of a measure embodying those recommendations,
-have-received my anxious.consideration. - L am,how-

The [arge additional expense to thie -householders:of
this city which the passing of a measure, such:asis. .
think, be a greater burden than could reasonably be
with much reluctance, I have'come to the conclusion
that it is better not to ask you to-entertain the: subyr
8. I congratulate you, and the i'n]mbifﬂilté of thiS. '.

Water-Works, which were formally opened on the
1610 of this month. T am sure that you will agrec’

are due to the Provineial Engineer for the: very able .
manner in which this’important work has/ been der’
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antl the time ocoupied i
‘ | ocoupled in goleo(; :
with o gentleman of repute an Bl
liig plice 5 and, secondly, '
nble stato of the weather which
- . L k] i o1 : : .
M:}}Wﬂgg 8 expodition,
10 result confirms us in t} nvi
. ) 1tirm in the eonvietion t
e ; e conviction ftha
G:Egm;ﬂﬂngf fl]fﬂﬂ?u].fplﬁﬂ stand 1n fhie way of the Ev;f
56T 1011 O fi}]’_lﬂ line, and that no works of more th
us%%l ﬂ{ﬂ: nitude are required. S
r. Wrigg's estimate of th i
_ imate of the cos . /
wlao very clogely with the rough cgull:ihﬂrin:;fj E%F?EH
liad previously been made. . A
I have requested Mr. Wrigg to remain in Nelson

prevailed during

o short time’ longer than he ofherwise wonld have |

done, in order to give you the opportunity of ob-

nation which you may require.
: My. Morrison, the agent for this province in Lon-
on, 18 NOW 1N the colony, and may be expected here
about the end of May, when I shall confer fully
with him on this important subject, and determine
*Ep_ﬂn 't:];ie PEBEIEE mfe_aaures to be adopted, in order to
ring it under the avourable consideration of capi-
talists in England. i
I have the pleasure fo inform you that Sir George
Grey has expressed much interest in the under-
taking, and that he has kindly allowed me to in-
struct Mr. Morrison to furnish him with fhe neces-
sary details on Sir George’s arrival in England, and

has promised to render any assistance in his power |

to promote its success. . I need hardly enlarge upon
the value of the co-operation of a gentleman posses-

~ sing so extensive a knowledge of the Colony, and so

great personal influence as the late respected Gover-
nor of the colony.

. arranging |
: d experience 1o take
0 the extremely unfavonr-

*
I'he new wharf ot W

when at, the 1 eslport wns ofitirely dEBLI‘G}'ud

dampoa mr}" of completion, und
Thgf‘;ﬁiﬂ;gﬂéﬂtﬂmed on the hank;] ol t-hi}mﬂ?.ll;]ﬂ?‘bhur
ercetion] atf i Over [hie Hurunui, in ,:mm'ﬂh of
that of Cantart,ionb expense of fhis Province and
il ren At z; wa3 also washed away, and the
Canterbu J J-nwﬁ-mmbla* The Superintendent of
erbury Las applied to me for a further egniglhﬂ_

10. The lease of the Bruuner Coal-mine, on the |

Grey River, granted in the early part of 1866 fo an
association of individuals resident in Ballarat, has
been cancelled by the Waste Lands Board, 1n con-

_sequence. of the. non-fulfilment, doring the jyear

ending the 14th of last month, of an essential con-
dition of the lease. The Board bad for a long time
been greatly dissatisfied with the manner in which
this most valuable property had been managed by
the lessees's but; as the bare conditions of the lease
were complied with during the first year, they had
no power to interfere until now.

The Government haye made temporary arrange-

ments to continue operations af the mine, so far as

the raising of coal 1s concerned, in order to prevent
the great inconvenience to the public, and the serious
injury to the' property: which would ensue from o

stoppage of the supply of fuel to the steamers plying |

on the West Coast.

T hope that the merits and value of the mine are

now sufficiently well kmown to induce boné fide capi-
talists to come forward as lessees, and to carry on the
undertaking in a manner to promote the public m-

terest as well as their oWI.

| and can be carried oub from fon
| without incurring either

11. T am glad to be able to inform you thaf the |

survey of the proj soted line of telegraph from Yest-

port to Cobden has been completed,

tract has been accepted for the supply and erection
In the course of |

of the posts for the whole distance. :
three or four months T trust the work will be com-

| ot b b N
loted, and telegraphblc communication establishe

%Etweéﬂ the TDWES of Wesztporft, Charleston, Brighton,
Cobden, and this City.

19, The heavy and repeatzet L.
in all parts of this 1sl

ated floods which have been
and, within the |

—

have done considerable damage to

past 8ix months,
our roadsiand other
the Province, althoug
injuty than eit

h we have escaped with far

her of out neighbors.

and that a con- | _ .
| pose to you fo

* A T e s of | i is no longer either
v '{}gk:‘i 1 1’11'.111}" Lhaifl!—.t.t:‘r ol i a ; v
Puth 3 less | Wb tO the purposd 1OL

510 3/ ¢ ’

nhaﬂ f:tg Gtr‘r}hrjr: cost of tlns work of £1000, in addition {6
i T-P;nﬁrl you liave dlready appropriated o if, but
thr;] n}lr:e? ghe Hutﬂ:\ already promised to bs :almml;l
el G, | 9 niot proposg fo add to it it
3]13;&*’]{{13}_9 yonr espécial desirs that T should dinjiﬂ ;

3. The Report of the Proviricial Eagineér, which
- L J =i L

e : # _. ; | Will o i 1 - = X
taining from him any further information, or expla- | be laid befors you, contains, T think, all the

2;11:;;}:(:? mformation you will require a5 fo the stat
progress of the largs number of oth i
works which have bBeen berun T el

leted daoring tl &) i, oy G Lo
% during the past financial year.

14. 1t will be in your recollection that your Sreaker
Tihen, acting Superintendent, rer‘-_iaa;:i:l that ?hf
Colonial Marine Engimecr mizht ; be :r.ff-,faﬁl :
examine the Nelson harbor, o report apoD iir_;;" j
capabilities, and to advise reap-:m.fim ff—,f s*:r;;:iﬂ?f
a Patent Slip, or the construction of 3 I)r}fw D;ri f:;r
E?e repair of vessels, in eonmection with the recl S

ion of a portion of the Mundfas.

Mer. Balfour’s official daties, which ars of 2 highly
OTLErous character, combmed with ths necsssity of
fulfilling pre-existing engagements in ofher parts of thas
Colony, have caused along delay in the preparation of
this Report, andit has only been a few davsin my hands.
A eopy of it, which will be ;ﬁ?ﬁaﬁt&é to vou, will
show you that it is both well considered and valuable
—rvaluable, however, rather with a view fo the future
than to its spplieation to our present wants and our
present means.

The policy of providing some meaxns for the repair
of shipping in a harbor 0 well adapted for the pur-
pose, has, however, been so Jong before the pubhe,
and so generally agreed upox, that T belizve you will
share in my conviction that as we are I possession of
oIl the informstion we are likely €0 ges or indeed
that we can require, it i3 fime to take some decisive
action.

Tn the very short time which has elapsed since the
receipb of Mr. Balfour’s Report, I have not been able
fo procure and to lay before you, as T should have
wished to do, a definite schems for ths construction
of a Dock, accompanied by preese estimate of cost.

But I may refer you fo the avidence taken Dy
your commitfees in past sessions, and T think you will
he satisfied, as I am, that sach a work 13 essential £0
‘he advancement of the Province, and mMOYE
smmediately of the Town of Nelson, and that without
waiting for the delayed and perhaps oncerta opera-
tion of the “Patent Shp or Dry Dock Act,” this
long-talked of undariaking ihﬂﬂi be began at “ﬂﬁﬁd

3 af our cOmman
debt or Hahility.

T have therefore requested the Proviocial Epgineet
to prepare rouch plans angd estimates, and shall pro-
0 appropriate the sum Of £13,000, now
\nk. to the purpase, and o sEPRL what

lying in the b
o zired from the annual provineisl

more may bg req
revenoes, |

The £12,000, to which I r}efer. was uppmpg_-mtfﬁd
by you bawards & rednction of our small Provineial
JobE of £21,500, but as the debts of the Proyinces
have, by the Public Debts Act af the laat EE::‘:EPJH of
the General Assembly, been assumed by tha Colony,
pecessary ar desirabla to apply
whicly 18 was Gﬁgiﬂﬂli}f laid

| B3 ide.
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of OV Thole
e benefit of the Province as @ W20
ply to the South West GQoldfelds, whose
ly carried on by means of small steamerss
1 am decidedly of opinion, that thiero 18 O purpose (o

\d devote the sum vequired for the con-=

which we coul :
<truction of a Dry Dock with so much general advan-

toge to the communty. h _ pei
14. I commend to your consideration the question
duecation of the: increasing

of the maintenance and © )
number of destitute and deserted children, for whom
e Qovernment is called upon to provide.

The temptations offered by the gold-ﬁnalds I::aad t-p
frequent desertion of familios already resident in this
neighbourhood, and others are loft destitute on the
gold-fields themselves. At present these children,
~ho number about 20, are placed oub In various
directions at the expense of the Proviuce, but the
arrsngement is by no means satisfactory.

Tooking 10
and particuld
trade 18 mAan
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The building now used T AR
on the completion of the 1:.1;3511? égﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬁl Will by Vil
propriated ns o Ohildren’s I-Imzm ¢ migh bo i
management and supervision ; hug ﬂmdﬂr 11runli
suol an ostablishment would nocegspeils . CXDotso o
able. Sy bo ‘f’ﬂllﬂi?] i
1161 Since I last had the 11011{11' to 1 Cr's
George Groy has been relieved from tﬁt 88 you, &
of Governor of New Zealand, and hag bﬂ higly pﬂaitimi
by Sir George Bowen, to whom you w‘lﬂm SUiecog ]y
desirous to forward an address of Wal?;é Probab]y by
Mo upan

arrival in the Colony as the reprosentafive Don hfy

M%iﬁ:{gi: declare this Oﬂun&il- ' i
of business. b SR qpenﬂ,d {or the dﬂﬂpntr:h
3 "Sﬁa@f??“i'ﬂfﬁﬂ&mm
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