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TH. 2 {1 - ,

C‘mI; _lllflwnth Session of the Provincial
“"'Gll:ctll- was opened this day at One o’clocls,
P ¢ following Address of the Superin-
tndent was delivered :—

Mn. SPEARER, AND ({ENTLEMEN OF TILE
Provincran COUNOIL—

Hiu}{ 1?|fl‘l {::: .dlluy in meebing you on the present occa-
causes whi -1U] ay before you o full statement of the
ee ap so ;i R compelled e to ask your attend-
Yordent o 1ort o uotico, and abk such o highly incon-
28 to lmmﬂﬁﬂni as, had the circumstances beon such
Naturall m{’ nny choico on the subject, you would
ilmurl'utiyunm justly feol dissatisfiod that I had not
than have "j’lmnuunb ol personal respounsibility rathor
Lo leave (] callod upon tho qubers of this Counoll
WithooEn ieir homes 1n the height
Volind any sullicient notico, for the mero purpose ol
Iug,;LE'i money Lo carry On public '-_rm:ks, about the

P ?El‘ﬂl‘tunt of which u greab majority of mermnbers
thos already uxprusse_d their o yiniouns, and EI‘IIIUTJI.DI_IEL].
that 120“55{1!'}? expnn{hturn, without, howoever, gGIVIZ

D salietion the form of law.

1‘0{2 |L1‘1'ﬂ 10th, 11th, and 12th clauses of the new
tho ﬁ;%ll.ulr‘idm‘lu; Act, which ::;11111:? 0ito ?Pcmtmn on
fﬂrbi([jé]o tt]u.a month, the qummml [reasurer 15
PG 1 to pay, nnd (e Auditor and Superinten-

are forbidden to sign warrants for the payment

of the harvest, and

of, any public money “ unless the sums therein men-
tioned are then legally available for tho services therein
specified, by virbuc of an Act or Ordinance of the
Superintendent and Provinecial Council of the Pro-
vince.” Dy rendering Limself ¢ liable to a penalty of
ono hundred pounds ™ for cach signature *to be re-
sovered in the Supreme Court at the suit of the Pro-
vineinl Auditor,”’ the Superintendent 1s, however,
permitted to sigm ““ specinl orders directing the Pro-
vineial Auditor to certify warrants ”’ for the payment
of money not authorised by Act, or in excess of any

sum so authorised ; but oven this power is limited to
» tho whole of any financial

o total amount during
year, uob excecding one-twentieth part of the
qmount of the Ordinary Provincial Revenue of the

preceding  year, amounting this year to £2784
11s. 4d., boyond which sum 1o discretionary power
whatevor is left to the Exocutive or tothe Auditor. On
receiving o copy of this Act some considerable
time after it was passed, and without the slightest

proyvious s \timntion from any quarter that such

an important ltoration was to be made In
the discrotionary powers of tho Provincial Executive,
thoe Lliberal sum of £18,000,

[ still hoped that
voted by you last cossion, and made available
t that could arise on our West-

for almost any wan
onable mo to meet all the urgent

land territory would
demands of tho migratory population of our expand-

ing gold-ficlds; but on tho 12th instant I received
. & Smation from Mr. Commissioner Kynnersley that
the anticipoted large influx of miners south of tho

Buller had been SO preatly In  CXCCSS of the
number  that conld be located on the payabls

i'\.
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of th_f: Super;

Wwith Clauses 59
confer g most

] vered that, m ace wrdance wall 1;i~11‘1;~ .
l'_~l1 1 {1l 'l.. ! LA LLL = ” - T . ll 1‘ -LE:!‘
L received from me, he had been ﬂ':n L )

..1' - | -"‘. L = il 4 5 ..LT 3 b -
| hal f [‘T'l' ™1 11 }"'-' LwWoen ﬂl{' DUuuet fls‘l*.l L
T '_]_'. 3 ":\ij i :.. ' ] = L

. i
npleted road scventeen miles from the Grey In
rﬂnr —— ‘ 3 | 5 b+ Ny = - =
single mile contracts, upon very advantageous tkm{“*-
SEES S oquently paid for. by
and to be completed, and consequently paid for, b)

a L1 5 t i I"ﬁ = "."-."‘\ -\'!in 111_-‘.11-
the middle of next month, The Presence (¢

is of men who were at one fime wandering unem- |
ginds o1 Inc TCITC Ol O

ploved and dissafisfied 1n I.?:n-? :rm:;:!t]t:jr?h_‘lml fif
Brighton, offered & most {avorable opportunity for [
the execution of this much-needed road through an
exocodingly roogh country, whilst the CI';II‘EIG}'{T_L‘III of |
0 many of them was a most important auxtliary to |
the maintenanco of peace, althoush it did not alto- |
gelher obvuate the necessity of a 1‘:::'5.r:z+11-~1~.lvmhlu
addition to the police force, a precaution 1"!,11{;{01‘1'11 |
more necessary by the presenc? of some ganss of des-
perale raflians known (o be in possession of firc-arms. |
It bas also been fourd necessary to establish a fort- |
1 csoort  bétween Drighton and the BLLHL‘I‘,

Y ;:1'
() x':-:‘*‘i"t:"' ol five me unted CL ‘-]*-"-"’u}_'r!ﬁ.

The necessary appointment of another Resident
Magistrate and Warden, the appointment - of Sur- |
veyors, Harbor Masters, and Signalmen, the erection |
of Court-houses, Guols. Custom-houses, and
Sigmal-stations, have all added to the demands on tho |
vote for *South-West. gold-fields ;" and althouel) the ,'
mereased gold-fields revenue has been more than

" i N . 1 <t W . |
suflicient to meet sueh additional demands, the in- |
¢Asic provisions of tlie pew Aundit Aet have loft me |
no allernalive but to Put you to the inecon
weeng at the present time to pive 1o
- y 1:1. E
=31 expenditure s0 obvipus)y
consistent with your often

i
1 J-:-.l.t."‘l-

Ivenience of |J
aal sanction to
necessary, as well gs
tnd clear]y expressed

2. A Eupp‘-._rm:uiar_r Appropriation Bill
prepared, whiely proposes to add fifiy per cent. to the
J00UNLS you last vear voted for the Wost Coast
Roads and South West, Go)d. e on

ids. Your sanction
will also” be asked (o other SUms, |

everal of whiely |
J:arcf- ]boc-u already expended. I have L.DH.-f{IL‘I‘!_‘f;!rJ}; |
}:ruu{itﬁ under CXizling and anticipated circum- |
Somees,to ask you to exteng the operation of bot]
A]éprg}nn;ii:m] Acts to the end of May, o
o 5[1]:; ‘?T:l-: _511_u1-rt }3:1_&-. will be sutmitfed ¢,
whicly i o actioncers’ Liconsin, Amendment, BjJj *
) -113 It is ilﬁll;.lld-.'d' 0 withdraw t}e 3rd clause of (ha
= chioneer’s _L:m*ns;‘ng Amendment Acl 15"{53’;
O operation in tha Gold-flelds, whero :
e et » Where 14 hag hegy,

has been

)CCNn ren-
Assemb Y havine
. _— L 5
1SS1e of blicang’
ﬂl‘ltlkj Acl

9. By Olansg 40 :
- of that Act, ifis neew:
BETYen adintnlw ~. - AUIS provi( [ :
Aﬁr‘lv lunmt.duhl:, Preceeding {?L’lult-:n;, - I (hat; ¢},a
criCUltural  Teqseg shall Laye o

Ntendent ang r

IOvinee.”
1CeC. these clays

03, taken jp
- I' -
and 109 of Lhe 8ame Act

Connection
t im]]ur[u:

-

application
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6. My Estimates of the Revenue for the currenf
Fivancial year will, I trust, bo realised on nlmost;
overy item, and, upon tho whole, considerab]
oxceeded. l‘l‘c‘suming,. that the threo last months wiﬁ
correspoud wilh the nine []mt have been completed,
the Customs revenue eslimated at £22,000, would

: &
We lave beo
peace, although, ¢

Wero some 0000 me
Place, {1;ere

of the Brygg Bay y
constableg

hulit il_l ﬂir.r

“The CXcitemeyt
) of
and Brightoy and Q)

4 ﬂlr .]' 5 b '] - ﬂ
» Practically °F and satigfy, ory state—tho fornier is quite
dent, be; b power upoy ¢4 Sunerintay | €Onsiderablo towm.t s
o2 PeIng nothine les . orC.duperinton. Ownel)
= "

. i .
udvantug{, Ovep Y O port which possesses ono

realizo £22,890; the Pilotage estimated af: £2000,
would bo £2187 ; whilst the Land revenue, instead of
£10,000, would realiso £16,017 14s. 10d. With
regard to tho receipts from the Gold-fields, my infor-
mation oven for the nino ruonths is not comploto ;
but so far ns it goes appears to indicato that, whilst
the sum which I estimated for gold duty will be
barely realised, tho amount for Gold-fields rovenuo
will be exceeded by nearly flve thousand pounds.

7. In October Jast tho General Government
appointed Commissioners Sale and ICynuersley to

.readjust tho apportionment of the Oustoms duties

received at the Groy, but I regrot to say that
those' gentlemen have nover yet been able to agree
upon any report, and thero appears to be little to
hope for in that direction, except that the opening
of the new ports of entry at Westport and Brighton,
will soon give tho province the advantage of receiving
its own share of the Uustoms duties. ‘Chie large
quantity of duty paid goods which have been poured
into Brighton ‘and Clarleston both from Hokilika
ord the Groy has hitherto deprived this I‘rﬂ‘rmca of
the duty’on most of tho articles consumed in those
Districts. :

8. As T did not anticipante any meeting n_f' this
Couveil until (lie usual season of the year, I considered
that I should best consult the interests, and procnre
the real representation of tho rapidly 1increasing
population of {he ey districts, constituted under _thﬂ
Electoral Districts Aot passed last session, by delaying
10 18suo writs unti] ();q latest period that would give
amplo time for the election of new members before
Hiey would bo called upon to talke their scats. I f‘;““
that the operation of tho leasing clauses of tho 1\0“["
| vill s00n give such a number 0
5:."-'tt?e_r5 A permanent interest on tho Wost Coast, ns
will Juetily o large nddition to {ho number of i3
rePresentatives in you Couneil.

J- The rapid formation of the mew town called
qulg]lh}.ﬂ, has been remarkable oyen ip the annals of
Gold-Fiolds, T, less (han g fortnight o street longer
(han Hridge.ﬂh.m,.’ Nelson, had been fnrnmd_“"l_h
hm_m“ on both tides, and seyon vessels were lying 12
;l HYET Not gg largo as the Muaitai. TIn recent privutﬂ
rzlrtc-;a [!o me My, Kynnersloy, says—“ At Br:ghtnn&

. 2OnIght, there wog o large crowd of mo
outside my tepf from daylight to dark. I used to
BI¥e them t)ipea minutes enehr: but even then persons
used t0 como and declaro that they had bmf:;:i
Walling for cight hours to e #* &

"1 Very successful so far in keeping ths
ono time, at Brighton when llli.‘iru
1 idle and discontented about th
Appeared o bho g likelihood of a repetilion
1y riots, I had for a fow days seventeen
at B”Ehtﬂn, and hod o very strong LOCk'uE
ght and a-half doys. % = ¢ ;
theso rushes hiag now E“bﬂld{:l :
arleston are both in o tolersbly

S ns
iP; containing a3 nany houscs

' Arey e do nob
think it il pop . this timo Tnst year. I

' Inst lon here is nothing bt
good topp 8, 08 there 18 no 1]
Bituﬂluflnﬁgf t0 Support it ; but it is very centraly

1t ono
ween (), has 1D

Grey and Buller, and gront

ﬁilhgr the G’I‘Gy or Hﬂkitlkﬂ, vlz:l

l-
anchop ; commmun
2 4 in t]lﬂ Bﬂ.j’, ﬂnd itllaut

Uine days out of tem, W




rauning (ho vessel hevsellinto any danger by crossing
bars or othorwiso. Thero 18 apparently litt'e-or no
back country available for settlement, and nothing clse,
oxcept, possibly, coal, to support a permanent town ;
but tho prosent diggings, cven if no-others should bo
disecavered, nve sullciont (o supporba town of a size
larga cnough to require tho services of a Resident

BInﬂgiaLmtc and Warden for at leasta year, 1 3

Whoover is appointed, should be appointed as soon
as possible, and, pending tho arrival of the necessary
appoinlment from Wellington, might boe instructed
by telegraph or otherwiso to take charge at once.
LT o IIe would of courso have no power
lo decide cases, except by the consent of the parties;
but would in many respects be very usclul, and
relieve me of much work.” % # 2 #
As to proclaiming Brighton a Port of Enftry, he
writes :—“ I cannot make up my mind whether or not
It will be worth while to make Brghton a Port of
Lotry and Warehousing Port. At first, I thought
not, for there are really no othor diggings about i
but this one tﬂl‘l‘ﬂCG, which wyas tho cause of the
tremendous rush, and the idea of proclaiming a river,
nol quite o large as the Maitai to be a Port of Iintry,
seemed Lo me tq be absurd ; but as the, caso stands at
present I am rather inclined to think thatit would be
worth while to make it n Porb of Eatry, provided
that 1t can bo done quickly. Unfortunately, wo
have in the meantime lost n largo amount of Customs
Rr:r_‘enue. Thero is a very good patch on the terrace
ab I'ox’s which will keep 500 miners employed for a
yaar or cighteen months. Thero may be numerous
::ltlllw patehes equally extonsivo in tho neighborhood,
; iough I am not at nll sanenine about this myself:
hlm'.‘:' 3 0 largo township, ‘containing fifty-three
{:;t;lhi;l’?tli?ﬂﬂ; Lhero 13 a river or creek, navigablo at
TITer*eigu cr for vessels drawing five feet of water,
b‘lcmnqi-sﬂ :*1?11]155 t1 an c}mru aein \Woodpecker Bay, swhere
Thera e e ’ : hlffl::tdh.u}‘s lancd gﬂncls mu]‘ pissongors.
Tt Xlensiva coals seams 1n the neighborhood.
ey Bul“;‘s 0 rlery cuntrﬂ_l position b?twpan the Grey
e it' nm{rI communication may in timo be upqnﬁd
roy T m;i the auriferous country of tho ththﬂ
Pl X ;1 these reasons, and oconsidering the
hint itu”'l Tf Oustoms Revenue that we are lusmgi‘
Entry nltlnug ;t be worth whilo making it . Pm‘ﬁ 0
thore ,will ’T“JI (here 13 no cortninty whatevor tm'l;
n tho 8y} ?'P n houso left thero m” two )’“f‘_‘ﬁ'
for tho L| Itﬂ this mnut!l ho writos:— The revenuo
Ofliceg m:H monlh recelved in the ﬂwmrnl_Wurduni
£1800 wr“j"*ﬂllts to abont ;L’:BDU[} "-'_?f wlnch_ n.]lﬂlill-
Weok I:Iul.tulmn by mo at Brighton in a tont 0 ti:mit:
Tho 'uiJlli'J the oxpenditure is ulso very groat. il
BOrvieg iq*{"gii_ t;u*a clearly necessary. The ‘[?‘:ﬂ:}["
eold Wh;é] t'nn._c, also necessary for the qurtllnh le 93
Aro foiy] il w1.ll in another month, when 3 10 C:;{Ltlm
Palil, Y I working order, bo sold at Ilox's aud tho
Fraedld i A 7 B 3
ar g ?U]!;ﬁeant I'ranklyn will tako charge pl' tho ESEOI:;
nasist hi‘gu anleﬂturd four thoroughly _rt;l.mblu ms:a S
Wnlgg i¢ ih .It 13 of no use establishing I:;,ng[-' i
Mogt 3 & thoroughly oflcient one, as somo :
Notorions raflians on the West Coask ard 1o

Ei?éiightm]- Ono gang of five, cspecinlly, wn.:. pr;s:gg
0 orbury ' inown to 1
o Wi, e T mtont o o

(6 YWy
almoan ac . rovolveor 1
£ , oeach with o Avon 1f Fox's

0 oporal L Ee Lo
peralions, it would be

a0 declar T think

od a Port of Entr iink
“I{:GEEEHFF to ﬂﬂulﬁlnu{; tho esyL:nrl‘-, for thero Wmthgl
[11 "0y8 Lo somg pisk jn shipping gold at that placo an

think (1,6 3 1d profer to send ik to the
Bullgy, #nukﬂ;\_ﬁﬂ;lhid ltﬂgcther with the Grey

d By, road, which is being dono all at onco, has

lg)nd Will cost o good deal of money, but 1b it
°®N, I bolievo, all of it well spent, and there willin &

{ demands on tho existing City Hospital at the Jlil?:.:eut

bring
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short timo bo a good deal of revénue from Lhe oxport
‘(}‘Li'::y on the gold from the Ifullur.” Ho also writes :—

\nother good Surveyor is wanted here, there is
qultf_a w:urk cnough for at least two, as thero are
applications for many agricultural leases in different
parts of. tho Gold-fields. Ta the Canterbury
Westland they have seven Surveyors besides their
Mining Surveyors.”

10. Dy letters, which are ready to be laid on your
lable, from Dessrs. Ransome and Sims, you will see
that about half the plant for the Nelson Waterworks,
was ghipped in November, and the remainder was
proposed to be shipped last month, and may be
expected here during the next two months ; and as all
the debentures have been taken up and the plant pre-
pared, thore 1s nothing to prevent that work being
expecitiously completeds

11.- The iron-work required for the Waimea Bridie,
has been ordered through our agent m London, and u
sum remitted te pay for it.

12. Much delay has arisen in the construction of
the Steam Stone Separator, ordered from  England
in July, 1865 ; but the machine is now on its way to
the provinee, and will, I have no doubt, effect a great
oconomy and improvement in the metalling of our
streets and roads. ;.

13. The excavations and foundations of the New
Hospital are in progress. A plan of the proposed
building will be laid before you. The entire design
would excoed the sum voted for the building, buf 16
is nob necessary that the whole should be completed
at once ; aad it was my intention to have called for
tenders omitting the South-west wing. Such portion of

tho design would accommodate 43 male and 14
s, under tho most favorable conditions

female patient _
for officient and economical attendance. The

proximity of the building to thfr lunatic asylum,
will odmit of an interchango of assistance by the
fomalo attondants of cach EStﬂhl_i:ih‘lI]t?llt, that will
obviate tho necessity of objectional arrangements
that have hitherto been deemed unavoidable. The

rous, and the cases gencraly are
none of them of an opidemic
uth Hospital ninetcen
, whilst the necessary
increase, the voluntary
1¢ ol

rgement, and snch
the complete

time are nob nume
not of n serious, and
character ; but in the Groymo
bad cwses are reported, and
expenses of that establishment L
subscriptions are gradually falln

14. The Nelson Gol requires onla
alteration as will better provide for
soparabion of female prmau&ri.ﬂ B to o thal

15. A corresponceunco Wil DCIOL fo you
' '- ormmissioners
has poessod between the Immigration C

and My. Jolm Morrison, 1n which you w&ll :snﬂt:-r:1 1:11111?;
' . sl to procure and accormyg

Bishop Suter, has llmpuhfﬁlftﬁl_!;lzplucted BeconpeRy

i v 500 Care |
on their voyage, somo € S e et
: ‘gioners have authoriscc

and theo Uommiss

passage ol 60 singlo females, and consented to
NSSng

advance the passago money of 25 E's;u_nngﬁg
couples, to come out under the care or 1S

and Mpra. Sutor.
16. 1n nceordan

by you on tho 1st «

oo with a series of resolutions passed

lay of May last, requesting mo to
« undor tho at finlinu ﬂ_f tho Garernm&au:l Ef'ttl]::
Colony,” the subject of granting @ lur,%e }tr?:; el
Tor itu:'y of tho Province in payment for b:l LS
A f o Roilway between olson and Co ené 00
tmu‘ ﬂ-l 0 partuuily of wmlil?g upon tl}n [a m:,;j
e }' k 1 obtained o promiso from him that tho
BOrOLA YO tion of the Govern-

; ivo tho atton ’
subject should receivo 1 be. introduced’ in *ac-
ment, ond that o Bill should i Bill was, howover,

- iiﬂﬂ- .
cordance with your resolu 1o member for this

pora e
introduced by thefother 1S l]aw, authorising the

1 camo
ity (A Curgﬂ)uulﬂldiobicsﬂrrﬂ tho nt.fccﬂﬂm'.‘r' land

Governov in U

|
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\  the Superintendent to make a contract
g e T 1._“LF-.-L'*--1|: construction ol a railway,
1.*..\1I.i LT;*_I.- lh_‘*r".J:l .al.h: *_*“ LT anea t.'i'.{. .EI“: ﬁul“-i‘rillit’ll'
“ nursgant to H"_‘-_ [A( 1.‘-_‘4 Ui 1J.T‘~ , P . o0 \Yhi':h
Jent and Provincial Council of this Province,
AL L) .. ; '....li 2 Y
may hereafter blapm'.l; eh SR L
Having seen the country thro B WEY,
TR onstructec nIL] ”i{"' ]-IHLI 1{ 18
Yav u‘ﬂliu.l have to be ¢ asir ' : e = ne
3PN power to offer as payment, Imnv:-r_rﬁl,m.qnﬁu:] :
to say that I cannot entertuin the FHIH“L‘I:-t Ilu;“q:t, i 1n
a work of such magnilude will ever be completec ‘n]n !
the terms proposed, or indeed on any terms which
this Province could prudently offer. But as I feol
that it 18 of ereat impnr!unro to set s0 large and
Interesting o question at rest, I hare placed on the
Appropration Bill to be sn}nmittc-i to you, a sum of |
L1000 under the head of Railway Report, which sum
[ should propose to expend in the enga
possible, of a thoroughly compotent pra ‘
entirely unconnected with local polities and preju-
dices, to travel over the proposed line of railw ay, and
furnish the Government with g report both on the
robable cost and practicability of the
the apparent valae of the land thr
pass. This idea js sugzested to
that 1s now being adopted by the
Government.  After huving
ieredible sum, and yet
plete even the five or s
connect Auckland wit) ACross 4 narrow
neck of land in which no rivers, iountains, or apv
other e gieering dificullies aré apparent, My
Russell had been authorised by the Superintendent
10 consult with My, Brur&-}, 2 well known Euglis,
cugineer, on the subject, and the result of (hat eon.
sultation was, {hat ¢ Mr. Russel)’s urgent request,
L}r. Bnu-,sey “ngreed that My Ogilyje should pPay a
Yl 1o the Provinea for (e purpose  of
tispecting  the lipe and  reporipg to  lhim
apon  the npature of the works (o e undey.
taken, and of (e gecurily. whicl, the Provinee
could give, Afp. Russell is” alsp reported as huvine
slated to the Auckland §

}. . -I - U
rovineial Couneil that “lio
Was sure (hat 1ri

in My Bras
L'IE{SI'E"EL cc-n!]deuce, and he was “a man of known
ability, Hjs octual  salarg g £200 per monty
and My, Brassey

tle amount
what o himsel(
' _ Ay that My Ogilvig
r:unld* be Induced to VISit t])is P:m'iu{:u Or (0 renn: .t
the Nelson ind Cobde |

n Rajly but it g PeL .08
+ _ ay s 0C8 nppeayr
L0 me that if ],e question of ¢hat raillway j Ppear

aem E'L‘if, lf
ctical man,

rallway, and
ough which it is to
me by the course
Auckland Provineigl
expended an almost |
having entirely failed to com-
X miles of niﬂﬂuj required to
Onebunga,

sey’s

¥, an uulh:}ri!)' that

=4 01 1L|i::15, s wel)
Uspicion jy, y 18 l‘rnrinen:.
ln‘uhuljly Lig

”IUS!_} grtnut
iﬂ!l!}d, and des 4y Misluke, whicl, huye |

Slsler Prmiuue& and

the burdeys of the w
17. 1t i

) “!llln'ﬂl'
tho Counci] « ' und pledes |
L0 Cove, by vole ) I:nugmg
ment uy 1ne 24Y0 E’u”.} CX 'CHSe | e (o )
ion imﬂ{llf:t:lr 1 erulmn-grlh,l_; Lo L'l'r}- T.IIIL GHH Cll- J
120 0 Wayrrgy L:us the Proviy, in) Ay (Tas 10 ni-sulu- |
" L U OVEN o ) BNNOY 1301y
'ﬂi li’%lﬂ l}ri‘i‘““.l"\ (,‘ul”“_ﬂ\u l.,llthl'l “_ U[ (L ruﬁﬂlﬂ!lu 1
litl ¢ C. Ogilvig cun ho indyceg
N U 11[,' work Hil lo {h‘ 'l
I‘H.Jl bu I‘J l Ut‘ 3 ll“" E E'-f}m(}
b U[ Eﬂ'lh“g ]liﬂ. jl'ﬂUI‘hl i Fl“_}u!d |
g Lyl Clilig Y
nj i "hrﬂllﬂ'h |

l

| dﬂ”ﬁj but nk

Theso
OWN selt] o<
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lim the attention of British capitalists calloq
to the really practicablo work of connectmg oy
vast and excellent coal mines  with (he Bullep
Port, by means of a slmrt‘i rallway, o work that
could probably be completed for a smaller

swm than (he
Colony now annually pays to subsidizo stecamers, and

which would add f(ar more to the .real wealth angd
steady progress of New Zealand, than all the artifieinl

assistance of its subsidized steamers will ever do. I

trust that the fleot of steamers employed by the West
Coast Gold-fields, and the increased population that
1s being attracted to tho neighbarhoo;l ﬂf: the Buller,
will soon render it impossible that this evidont source
of wealth and permanent prosperity should be -
longer negleeled. *

19. Tn addition to the forty or fifty miles of road
already mentioned as in progress, and to be completed
next month, a packing {rack for horses has been
completed from Cobden to the end of the Seventeen
Mile Beach, Northward. I'rom’ Cobden, up the
Grey, to the Twelye Mile, the old oot traek has
been improved Ly mul{ing side cnblings rﬂuml.th&!
rocky spurs, and metalling the places that rcquu?
1t making o useful road {or lmrses_ and 51’“‘3!{' &
connection with (his road a substantial cart bridge 1s
being erected ucross thoe Coal Oreck at Cobden. I

'rom (he junction of the Little Grey, up that rlrl‘;u
to the saddle, into tho Inangahua, and ‘lﬂ“r"bt :
Inangahua o the Buller, o good horse track has bee
made in Iength about I'url-y miles. voted in

An imporlant improvement has been Oﬂ.‘j'cl_?tt T
the communication with the upper Buller district, 7
that portion of (Lo rond which had !11'«_'.*11,}'5 been mf:;
liable to get out of repair.  Several miles, ‘-'Dllmuj;"u
Ing at the entrance of (he Big Bush, and exi,en] :}
over the saddle at, the Lead of the Bluck Valley, rmls
been well metalled, and the various bridges, culverts,
and fords have been tlmmughlj’ repaired. North

A road Party is mow - completing tho ation
Buller Road, from the Lyell to the termio ugh
of the old Lorse track below tlie Maruin, .vory ]rr:.i (%n
und rocky Piece of work ormerly left uufmulu’i*t 'bunk
the track below 310 Inangahua, ulong tho south d m
of the Buller, g parly is also -at work E“gl;giﬂuhy
finishing, fo horse {raflic, those dillicult anc nerly
portions ulong which ouly o foot track was for
carried, ' At I ol
1 Tlmi Yole of £1000 passed Inst ?3‘1‘5;"”1_““{15,
Cou:_:ml, for the Improvement of the qu"ﬂ Du f]* v Lho
us mlended (o huve beoen expeuded ‘1n lp:lltlm’bcml
cXislig bridle- (ryckg to dray roads. This Iuw[ the
% cost considerably in excess {:li"t‘:fll
Imporlance of the Ub,jl"-’_L L0 bulﬁu,]ilj',

lumilics permanently in the ¢, BN
“eemed, howevep 4 Justify an extra expendilur (raflic
tho districy S NOow 'uu:.il}' nccessible for dray by &
[rom Wiiineg West, and ulso from tho Muu_tﬂ{l:"ﬂu or
ling of road, of which about E!xt:H ed,
lles have beon improved 08 1ulrmﬂtlnr..r'
¥ ' portion nearly EUIHPI"IE(] o8 cess L0
e of roag leading ingo Dove Dale, giving "fl for B
] Orinoco \’uilu}' from tho Wui-Wero ros
': '-‘ﬂﬂl‘fiﬂ of hearly 1hyeo miles, , rable DY
<U. The PUst yearhas beon rendered mt"ﬂUl 15 pro-
“.“‘" Alrocioyg ‘Aurders within the borders of | '”f,l.lerﬁ-
Yiaice of 9 less thay five Marlborough & our
Imurdeys wWere notb  commutted L)"?[’,.}l'ut.i‘i’”
% 10r do they indicate any d':"'”rll,d por-
£h mopq) position of which the Ectt; honst-
Our population has so long been ublo
On the
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four lmrdumr:! t:l‘illliltfl]:’- who had so long perpetrated
their deeds of blood in otlier localities, has allordec
the strongest possible prool” of that henlthy mora
condition which has long rendered life and i)rcnpurty
50 proverbinlly secure amongst us. The scarch [or
these bodies,  the arrest, secure retention, conviection,
nnd execution of the murderers have cost: {his proyince
nearly £2000, irrespective of private subscriptions
and volunteered labor; but it is impossible to esti-
mate the service that las thus been rendered to the
whole colony, or to overvalue such an expression of
'ﬁ!'lli licroic spirit which animates the population of
¢lson.

In compliance with the recommendation of the
Judge, at the conclusion of these triels, and which
was quite in accordance with the convictions of my-
scll and the Executive Council, the steady, intelli-
gent, and painstaking econduet of the principal police
oflicers has been rewarded by promotion and some
Inerease of salary, It also became my duty to ac-
knowledgeand reward the greal assiduity and efliciency
of the acting Gaoler.

21. The large fire which occurred on the morning of
the 7th August last (orced the attention of the in-
Irubitants of the city to the great need of some organ-
isation to arrest the ravages of. that element on any
similar oceasion, and also to the desirability of giving
the power to some propor oflicer to order the destrue-
tion or removal of any buildings or other property
whenever such netion may appear to him the most
practicable means (o slay the progress of a fire.

The former want was at once supplied by the
formation of a well-organised and active brigade,
which will, T trust, reccive the necessary support
from the City Board of Works and the ngenls of the
varions insurance offices established in this city ; but
ns the Board will probably need some additional
power to authorise it to pay maney J‘lhr such a h*;,:ll-:-
mate purpose, and the agents of the IHSHI‘HHEE.GHI{‘OE
required to consult their princi_p:}l::% on t‘lu:e sub,]er:h [
took upon myself the responsibility of raeeting the
carliest, requircments of the brigade by paying the
siim of £200 from the Provincial revenue, on behalf

ol the city.

The want of n duly-authorised officer is still u;li
provided for, and tho whole subject is one that 1'-1'11
tmbnbly claim your attention at your first regular

HUSINEeSS SCSsion.

22. As il is my intention to resign my ‘l‘}res_ent-
oflice nt the coneclusion of this probubly short Session,
it would be manilestly improper for me o 1{1(11@}:1[0:
any [uture policy. “The mlunn'nﬂu.ﬁ, and II_ fcné ::ul 1(;11
hasty, legislation of tho last Session ol 10 TLlf!?{::'ﬂ
Asscmbly, will probably call for some utlelnl.mn. 10%
my suceessor, and some action frcpn you at your n Xt
Scesion.  But there is ono of its r}cls—ﬂthq Almll:
Aol—upon which my present J“EEL!UH purb:gu ﬂ;:;;ﬂ
qualifies me to offer an nnpavtial criticism, u;l ﬂulm !
which I may therclore bﬂ_pﬁrmlltml t[?l'P ::c “"t:}3
opinion on record. [am convineed that pu icaccounts
F']ul ﬂ::IV bo ellectually, und therelore usefully, nudited
2
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iumble effort _ '
:lmtl tho progress of the Province, over wlhich I have

thus had the pleasure, as well as the Lionor to preside.

imted b
< Nor should he evon be appointed by
o1 oIS o lL{J[]'i{:Et':»‘”. but by the repre-

uny other paid oflicer ov

Sentatives of the people, the exponditure of wlose
money he is employed to watel,, Besides the ruamn;: ‘r
which such an oflicer affords tle public as to the lmm:--;:;
application of public money, he earns his salary by re-

lieying the responsible head of o large establishment
from that laborious investigation of each account
which would otherwise formunecess.nrypartﬂf hisduty,
and which could not fail to mjuriously distract le
attention from his more legitimate work, By the

Provincial Audit Act, which has been in operation in

this Colony for the last five years, the Superintendent

could expend money without the authority of the

Council, provided the expenditure were called for by
unforescen circunstances, and so evidently desirabie
s to leave no doubt that the Council would
sanction it after being put in posession of all
the facts, and carefolly  enquiring  into all the
circumstances.  This enabled a Superintendent to
act himselfl, and even to authorise his sometimes
better informed subordinates to act, in those sudden
emergencies which are constantly ansing, especially
on Gold-fields, with that promptitude which 13
often so very important, althoush with that whole-
some caution, which a knowledge of possible fines
and penalties could not fail to impart. The stringent
provisions of the new Act, like most olher
oxlreme meusurcs, will defeat the intentions of its
promofers, as it is not to be supposed tlhat the
majority of any Council having the slightest confi-
dence in the Provinecial Executive, would entirely
estroy its efliciency by mving it no power to meet
unforscen demands ; and the only alternative will
be that of placing large swms at its disposal for
possible contingencies, and thuslosing the power they
ought to bave of effectually calling the Superintendent

to necount for all uncontemplated expenditure after
to make themselves

acquanted with all the eircumstance which may or

having had an opportunity

may not have justified his proceedings.

23. It would be improper for me to conclude my

last opening address to you without a grateful
acknowledgement of the unreserved, and very able

assistanco I have continued to receive from Mr.
Commissioner Kynnersley, to whom I have been able
to entrust an ncreasing amount of thseret_.mm_lrj'
power ; a trust which he has never faied to justify.
e amount of harassing and exhausting work which

he has sometimes undertaken for fifleen hours a day
to meot the demands of sudden rushes, has ubvmm[
(lie necessity of some costly appointments, which

could not always have been terminated with tho
circumstances that had cnlled_ for themn, and it is no
mean ovidence of his capacity to find that he has
been able to command the uninterrupted respect and
obedience of tho large and everchanging body of

amongst: ‘whom his duties have been

20~ There aro other Oflicers of the Gorvernment,

who are personally too well known to you to I'Et}lllrﬂ
any mention from me, whose valuable servu_lfes 1AVC
rondered my own task an casy ome, whilst you,

dy pleasant one, by
ntlemen, have made it a trul)
[?:lli liberal support you have ever accorded to each

havo mace to promote tho wellare

ALFRED SAUNDERS,

Superintendent.
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Crown Lands Oflice,
. - % N Ty
Nelson, January 19, 1S67.

PPLICATIONS for DEPASTURAGE
..LX LICENSES, in accordance with the Regula-
uons of the “Nelson Waste Lands Aect, 1S63,”
recived by the Commissionerof Crown Lands during
the months of October and December, 1866 :—

0170 WIssENmAvERY, — District, West Wanganui.

Being the land incladed within the following

limes :—From Rochfort’s traverso peg,

marked XX, by a line of eighty chains,

ranmng from west to ecast, thence by a

ine running from north to south, one

bundred and fifty-cight chains ; theneo

by & line from cast to west. eighty-nine

chaing, till it strikes an arm of the West
Wanganui Inlet.

Estimated extent, under 3000 acres.

”i.l”rrli -L3.

\PPER.—District, the Doward.

Bounded on the north by Mr. J. Kerr's
eoulthern boundary, ang compnising all
the available land on the River Howard

and its tributaries,

™ : A"
Rslimaled ¢ xtent, 3000 ncres.
J" " [ f t:

II. C. DANIELL. |

LCommissioner.,
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Crown Lands Oflice,

Nelson, January 15Lh, 1867%.
PPLICATION for LEASES undor the

— Crown Lavds (Nelson) Leasing Act, 1865,
received by the Commissioner of Crown 'Lands dur
the months of November and Decomber, 1866 :—

11 £r
mc:

Cmaptes MoNTagUR  ELLis,.—Distriot of Miln-
thorpe Suburban.

Being for seclions numbered 62, 03, G, 69,
and 70.

Contents, 241 acres.
Deposit, £8 03, 8d.

WiLtiaM DANE.—District of Motupipi.

100 acres of Square No. 5. lying at the
back of section No. 23.

Deposit £3 6s, 8d.

T. II WicLEY.—District of tho Amuni.

Being for sections No. <04, 273, and 284, of
Squaro 90,

Contents, 960 acres,
Depcsit, £32.

C. DANIELL,

Commisisonor,

elson by Nitron & o
By NaTiox & Luc Ta:
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