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_ NEW ZEATAND
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
~ (PROVINCE OF NELSON).
published by Juthority,

KBS Al Public Notifications which appear in this Gazette, with any Official Signature
thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to those Persons
to whom they may relate, and are to be obeyed accordingly.

- By His Honor's command,

- J. C, RICHMOND, Provincial Secretary.

VOL. XIII.  NELSON, TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1865. N &

Provineial Secretary’s Office, Nelson,
- January 31, 1865.
IN consequence of the very painful
news just received of the death of the
Superintendent, J. P. RoBinson, Lsq., by
drowning ou the bar of the River Baller,
on Saturday, the 28th instant, the PUBLIC
Orrices will be Closed to-morrow. 1f 1s
requested that all public festivities intended
to commemorate the Foundation of the Set-
‘tlement may be postponed until a day to be
hereafter appointed.

J. C. RicHyoND,
Provincial Secretary.

Provineial Seeretary’s Office, Nelson,
January 31, 1860.

THE following particulars relative
' to the death by drowning n{}f JOnN
Prrry Ropinson, Lisquire, Superintendent
of the Province, and others, on t]iﬂ Bar {::'F
the Buller River, West Coast, on bﬂturdﬂ:}i
the 28th instant, are published for genera

information,

J. C. RiomMOND,
Provinctal Secretary

On Board the steamer Wallaby,
Blind Bay, January 31, 1865.

Sie—It is with very painful feelings we have io
report to your Honor the distressing accident which
occurred on Saturday. the 23th instant, when Iving
off the Buller River.

About half-past four o’clock on the afisrnoon of
the 28th instant on the Walledy ariving off the
harbor of the Buller, from the Grey River, the
master ascended the rigging for the purpose of ex-
amining the bar. Having satisfied himself that there
was no apparent danger (the bar being perfectly
smooth), he ordered the life-boat to be lo wered, and
his Honor the late Superintendent, his son, Messrs.
Burnett, Gully, and M*Culloch, four seamen, and the
chief officer, with the luggage of the first-pamed ove
pevsons, left the vessel, when, after crossing the first
roller-wave on the bar, apparently in safety, the boat
did not appear to rise over the second, the chiet en-
ineer, who was observing the progress of the boat,

ascended the rigging, and immediately called to the

master to come and see, as there seemed to him ro

be something wrong. Immediately the vessel was
put to full speed, and another boat lowered ;:'r{m
pulled towards the bar, where was fonnd Lhe, life-
boat full of water, and some of Lll‘e party hq;xldi_ng u—_n
by the sides, and’ others inside of her. On her re-

turn to the vessel, In 10w of the second boaf, we
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deeply regret to say; Mr. Robinsen, John M<Culloch,

the first officer (James Fowler), and one seaman

(Joseph Cooke), had met with a watery grave; and
the survivors in so weak a state, that but from the
prompt assistance rendered by the second boat, not
one would have been saved.

On the Wallaby euntering the Buller two hours
afterwards, and the distressing . circumstances being
made known, parties immediately started along the
beach to endeavor to discover any of the bodies, and
not until the following morning Were there any
found, when two were perceived on the sands, those
of the chief mate and John M‘Culloch.

We summoned a jury, and held an inguest on the
bodies the same evening. Coffins were made, the
Funeral Service read, and the bodies decently interred
yesterday morning. | | |
~ The jury returned a verdict of Accidental death.”

We also beg to state that a messenger on horse-
back was despatched fifteen miles from the Buller,
along the beach, with a hope that the other bodies
would be found; and also parties on foot, after two
tides receding; but we regret to say without suecess.
Instructions were left with the constable at the Buller
to send out every day for thenext week, in the hopeof
finding the missing bodies, and should they be dis-
covered, to make a report by the first steamer to
Nelson.

We have, &c.,
B. WarwsiLEy, J.P,
J. BracgeTy, JiF.
His Honor the
Deputy-Superintendent,
Nelson.

INQUEST ON THE BODIES OF FOWLER
AND AMCULLOCH.

Procesdings of 2 Court of Inquest, summoned by
Bixgaaix WATMSLEY and JOAN BLACKETT.-
Esqrs., Justices of the Peace for New Zeulﬂnd:
touching the death of John M:Culloch and
J ames Fowler, at the Bullerriver, West Coast,
Province of Nelson, New Zedland, this 29th da};-
of January, 1865.

.The following were sworn in as jurymen :—Joseph
Ferguson, Andrew Preston, Joseph Williams, Wil-
liam Be&};nm John Mart_'m, Thomas King, Thomas
I‘:Iaﬂkeume, Robert Saunders, Frank Crossling, Wil-
liam }‘Iurrc?ll, and Isaac Waylan. Of the above
John Martin was chosen foreman of the Jury.

]

The jury then proceeded to view the bodies, and,

having returned, the following depositions were
taken :—

_i.}m_sa::ph Tucas Hodges, being sworn, sajd-—1 am
district constable at Westport, and :::11 aeéount of
information I received last evening frjr:mm Mr E-Ia;tin*t
relative of an accident which had :::c:urr;d a5t tlm*
mouth of _ﬂ}elBullf:-r river, I proceeded half wav ‘EE
‘El'rlE Urawiti river in search of bodies supposed to have
huez\hdmwneds but I found nothing. This I'Llﬂruil’ff
:{.‘ g0t up at three o’clock, and searched on the 1.}(;‘3,1'*1\?
irom the upper flagpole, and found Hﬂﬂliﬂé ronnd
the point. 1 then proceeded towards the (’Jrnwi‘}ci

AL 2

following o man on horsebaclc who was also in searel,
of the bodies. I saw him stop and return, and he
svformed me he had found a body, and believed.it g
be that of John McCulloch. On proceeding to see
this body, I found another, which Iidentified as thag
of the mate of thesteamer Wallaby, by name James
Fowler. I also found a tent, and covered over the
body. I then proceeded to the body found by Charles
Wootton, the horscman, and have since dentified it
as that of John McCulloch, I assisted. in bringing
the bodies to Westport. .

Thomas Whitwell, bemng sworn, sald : I am master
of the steamer Wallaby. Proceeding between the
River Grey and Nelson, I had occassion to land some
passengers at the Buller, and there not being sufficient
water for the steamer to get across the bar, after
examining it as-closely as I could, Idecided on send-
ing the boat in with the passengers, thinking it ‘per-
feotly safe so to do. I had the ship’s life-boat lowered
and the crew of four men with the chief officer in
charge were put into her, They proceeded towards
the bar, and after being gone some twenty minutes,
during which time the vessel had drifted some con-
siderable distance off the bar, and not being able to see
the boat distinctly, the chief engineer, who wasup in
the rigzing, called my attention tolook at her. 1 then

saw somthing floating-from her; and-I-concluded that

some mishap had occurred. I put the vessel at full
speed and headed her towards the bar, at the same time
getting the other boat ready for lowering. When as
near as it was safe to go, I saw the life-boat was
swamped and people clinging to her. -1 sent the
seconid boat to their assistance with three men in her,
They succeeded in reaching her and towing her offto
the steamer. I then found that some of the people
were missing; and on enguiry I found thatifour were

missing out of the whole number which had left the

ship. The names of the passengers which had em-
barked were, Mr. Robinson, the Superintendent ot
Nelson, and his son, Mr. M’Culloch, Mr. Gully, and

Mr. Barnett. Of these I found the Superintendent |
- and Mr. M’Culloch - miissing, -also the. chief: officer,

James Fowler, and a seaman named Joseph Cooke.

I took the survivors on board, and sent the boatl n
. search amongst a number' of articles -floating about: L
also steamed the vessel in amongst' them; but - could -
find none of the missing men. I then steamed slowly: .

down in the direction of the current with the boat pull-
ing about to exaine every object we saw. 1 then

steamed in shore in the direction'in which I'supposed’
the bodies would 'float with the wind: Findingnoth- .

ing, T then came into the Buller and anchored;and sent
word on shore of the accident I searched for the
bodies on the beach early this morning. I found
nothing myself, but saw two bodies which had already
been discovered by Mr. Hodges and two other persons:
I have since identified one of those bodies as that of
James Fowler, late chief officer of the  Wallaby-

By the Foreman : The life-boat will carry about
two tons in all. She is fitted with cork under tf{B
thwarts. In stating that I steamed in as far as 1t
was sarfeltf:n do, I referred to the draught of waker,
and not to the hreak on the har. 1 should imagine
that there would be about four or five feet of watel
on the bar. T was satisfied as to the ability of M7
rst mate to steer a boat in hroken water, OF

should not bave sent him, It is usual to land pas-

sengers by means of a boat, if the bar he smooth

enough to allow it. I have never landed passengers
in this way, in the Buller, before: but 1 bave done
s0 on the Okitiki and at the Wairau ; at the Iattel
’i‘_l.‘ﬂl_ljf Flr_nes, I should have had tf; wait for w9
T‘?':ﬁ* :’*Eﬂﬁmﬂ L could eross the bar with the steamer:
— = Dbasseuger objected to be landed in a boab

|
\
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~ preparing to land

L1

could not ablige lim to go. None of 4]
ul‘n,]eqtﬂd ['::-E} li",_i]u lunded dn o hont, |
stecring vhae 1 owhe e t fnTgr o
steered with ﬂtjlilli{fl Trh{:u IH,; Ifiﬂ'.tﬁhﬁ' SIMEH side he
: udder. I considered that, under the
circumstances, 16 wos as sufe to steer, the boat, - ’1}{;
iL1TI.i_i'm{-_!I‘-tlll‘{}llg]'] the surf as it was with a r-:feé .’@ﬂt 1
The mate had been about three months -‘#itlfﬂmrh
and came down here as master uf’]mxl(i;}m Ii’e;arlffr;;m?
from Sydney. I'cannot say whether, he had fla;:.}ri
m?ch experience in surf boats before he :ii“;iﬁﬁi] the
Wallnby with me, I considered he was the 'i’nérst
competent hand on hoard. None of the passengers
objected to be landed in a boat, and, as far as I kt?cw
they where all agreeable to be landed in a boat. T
never saw the flag hoisted on the flag-staff on Hh::rr{*-
nor did I sec any one on the beach beekoning to the
boat not to take the bar. Had I seen the ﬂﬂg' I
should not have known what it meant. I have no
means of communicating with the sliore in case of
any accident, The Wallady draws about six feet
six inches of water. I should require a foot more
than that to come in safely. We did touch several
times when we came in. The tide was theo first
quarter flood. I consider that a boat could have got
out quite safely yesterday. Ihave been commander of
steamers on the New Zealand coast constantly
since 1857. A similar ocetirrence has never occurred
with me before. -

18 DL y
s e BoLs
Lhe mate was

By a juror: I consider that it would be a great se-
curity to life and property to have a set of signals,
and a life-boat and crew established at the Buller.

Alexander Brown, being sworo, said : T am chief
engineer of the Wallaby. I was on deck yesterday
when the boat with passengers left the side. I saw
her proceeding towards the bar of the Buller. I took
particular notice, and as it got over the bar I saw
the boat rise upon the sea, and then she seemed to
fall down. I then saw an oar appear to project very
high up, I then thought all was not right. Ient
aloft and could see the hoat lying broadside to the
sea, and there seemed to be people about it just be-
tween two breakers. I called the Captain’s attention
to it. He came up and told me to go full speed
a-head. I went below and saw no more till we came
inside the river. I proceeded this morning early, by
request of Mr. Blackett, with some hands to assist in
bringing in some bodies which had been found, and
assisted to bring them in. The first body I saw was
that of our chief officer, Mr. TFowler,. I could not
identify the other, he being a stranger to me. I con-
sider that the bar was perfectly safe to land passen-
gers over when the boat left the vessel. rIslmuld not
have objected in the least to have gone In the boat.
T have scen boats with passengers cross the bars of
other rivers in perfect safety, the Wairau for example
and the Okitiki, in similar weather to that of yes-
terday. I considered the bar to be perfectly safe be-

cause there was no break in it af the time we were
" the passengers. As the boat
arf appeared to increase, which
lar notice than before. I
bject to be landed In the

neared the bar the suria
made me talke more particu
did not hear any passenger 0
boat. I cunsi}{i:ﬁ: the boat a proper OnNe for tllu:f
purpose of landing passengers. I think the steﬂ;tﬂn
was about half a mile {rom the boat when I‘jlsrrmh : Ig
oar stuck up. The steamer could not EﬂiLf 1} 1{;1{3:
heen taken nearer to the bar than she was 1}1 1791}1 S
boat left her, The ﬁtemnur_ufmld 11Dtl511fu ; . ; ve
heen trken neaver to the position 1{ wluf:]:hlt li, i 11':L1
left her, by steaming; tut [ eannot say W IL{}IELS";TE;IW
she been so, it would have been the means aving
more 1ves.

ing sworl, spics T am i SHis
Nelson, 1 was 4 passenger on

James Bnrnett, be
yevor and reside 1n

4 - i - = r " iy
e LR ST L k]

E:{:ET}] L?}?Jﬁrﬂi’ﬂﬂw fn}im the Grey to the Baller river.
:n the hoat wa ; 7 oo
yesterday, T went ﬂ; T}zj;{ﬂxf .fhl L;;?Emrﬂﬁ the steamer
for the purpose of heing landed ; -'Ef{"?" passenger,
that time the bar seemed pretty smpotl Buller, “As
: 2, eemed pretty smooth, but shortl

after leaving the side of the vessel the ﬁ;, e ,"’ﬂ' J
and some one observed that 1t was 1+ ﬂl G eased,
land in a boat.. The mate said # ¢ J_}l‘:.i.-}lf:f il
nothing, the.coming. back w1 w o ioue landing, is

544 ing hack will be the worst,” One
of the sailors—Cooke I think it w ¥
NIRRT 7 unk it was—obgerved, ¢ [4
she wil z:::ri: ride over such a sea as this she onchs to
be burnt.” . Another of the sailors observed that it
would be better to land to thelee of the north s pit, Ifmnj
to cross the bar, By this time a long unbroken sea
rolled under us, and she seemed to vide well over it
I looked back and saw another sea coming up isethiﬁ};
appeared likely to break—it struck ns .:Ji;:htljr on the
(uarter, and the boat at once B&pai?;eﬂ,ﬂ The -nc:lr;';;é
thing I observed was that my feet were touchine ghe
bottom, and X was completely under water. I then
rose, and my head touched one of the thwarts of the
boat. I groped about to get to the side, and after two
or three attempts I managed to cet my head above
water and seized hold of the side of the boat, and al-
most immediately after she righted ; after that, she
continued to roll over several times, being struck by
seas each time, when I was either washed off or
washed under the boat, I reached it again by swim-
ming. The first few times the boat rolled over, the
Superintendent (Mr. Bobinson) was alongside of me.
I was then washed off by a very heavy sea, and found
myself some yards from the boat, and when I got
back to it I fancied that there were not so many
people clinging toit, 1 then climbed up, and got on
the keel of the boat, and, as there seemed to be a [ull,
we contrived to balance her for some time, and she
lkept in the same position, although some seas rolled
over her. She righted again soon, and I managed to
get insidealong with some others,and some were ching-
ing to the sidesand bow. We managed, with a little dif-
ficulty, to keep her in a right position. as we were
drifting outside the bar with the fresh water. I then
saw a boat let down from the side of the steamer,
and pulled towards us. When it reached us, some
of us got into it, and I anc ancther man remained in
the life-boat. We were then towed to the side of
the steamer, and we got on board. The names of
the passengers who embarked in the boat were—aT.
Robinson (the Superintendent), and his som, John
M:Culloch, Mr. Gully, and myselL Of this ]]'ilITi:Ejf:ZE‘
the Superintendent and John M:Culloch were miss-
ing when we got on board.

By the Coroner: I think every proimnpt assistance
Wﬂ&‘vgi"i"EH to us from the steamer. The 1‘{31“.&&1_1']:: made
about the ronchness of the sea was made in the boat,
after IE:‘L’E"'EZUL_'THJHIE vessel, and after the sea became
roucher. I did think it was unsafe to proceec then,
but it was too late to return. I did not hear any one
propose to return to the ship. The mate fﬂeEn:I.: I;a
have no fear about going 1In, and was pertectly cool.
I have seen the body of John M<Culloch since 16 was
found on the beach.

John Gully, sworn, & dranghtSmar

and reside in Nelson, and was a p:l::bE‘i‘l::-,i.ﬁ 111:1_3 th
" A T - I I

steamer Wallaby from the Grey 1m the 11_111.?‘1 =
left the ship in the ship’s boat, with nine OEIJL_TE‘X]_'____.F:.

neers and crew, and proceeded to the Buller moul.
e A tara seq capsized the boat, and aiter
When on the bar & sea capsized W& 587 L o
rolling about some time—about five or Lru.:ll lmﬂ ILL.:—-—IE
durin:‘; which time we were sometnes cling LL.:,:-:J:;LII.-.F

| & A1 1] T J

boat ;ud sometimes washed off it, the boat STACGIRL

i » Ll saw the steamer
drifted 1nto smoother wate

r., when [ _ i

' \ vepv fast, and the rapldity

coming to our assistance Vet fast, :1111 the rapidit)
with x:'hi.ur'h Captain Whitwell sent &

hoat to Our
7 2 3 Lot 1
qesistance saved the lives ot those Wio

states : I am a draughtsman:
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tlhe boat, as in a few minates more it appeared that
we should be again amongst the breakers.

The jur_:}r having consulted together for a short
time, agreed upon the following verdict, Viz. :

“ We the undersigned, jurors, do hereby find that
James Fowler and John M‘Culloch were accidentally
drowned while attempting to cross the Buller bar
into the river by a boat, and we recommend that to
prevent similar accidents, a code of signals and a

19

-

whale boat be established here ; at the same iy,

express our opinion that no blame can be ﬂﬁiﬂéﬁslwe

the master of the steamer, or to any one Ehé Qto

cerned. W Con-
J. B. Martin, oreman, William Beattie

Andrew Preston, Thos. W. McKengi
Joseph Ierguson, Joseph Williapgs 5
Frank Crossling, Thomas King :
Isaac Waylan, & I G, Saunders.

William Murrell,




