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 (PROVINCE OF NELSON).
| Published by Suthority.

| : All ﬁﬂﬁfﬁ@_-ﬂgﬁﬁ&@ﬁiﬂﬂg wﬁgg}; appearin this Gazette, with any Ofiicial Stgnature
thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to those Persons
to - whom they may relate, and are to be obeyed according ly.

| | -By'ﬂ’i&Hﬂﬁiﬁ?@g-cnmﬁm}adj_ o 1
o CALFRED ':--GREENFIELD&:PEOTmGial Secretary, pro tem.

T?;OL. XIII : : | Nj:ﬁjﬁg@ﬂj W

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL:

ToEspAY, May -2; 1863,
Tae Thirteenth Session of the Provineial

 Council was opened this day, at One o’clock,

when the following Address of the Superin-
tendent was delivered :— -

ME. SPEAKER, AND (GENTLEMEN OF THE
ProvinciaL COUNOIL—

I—The short time that has elapsed since 1 en-
tered upon the duties of my present: office, has. but
ill prepared me to meet you with that amount of in-
formation which the, Superintendent of & province
should always be prepared to furnish to the Legisla-
ture ; but the expiration of the financial year, the

arrival of $he season during which you have €x-
¢ called together,. and the

pressed your desire to be o
necessity of obtaining your sangbion to:some pi ig
works which existing circumstances reoder ul gegﬁi
necessary, have not allowed me to defer your Ime

ing fo o later period. | : t
hich has deprived this

TI—The sad accident wWhicl dep
provinee 1ﬂf the valuable E.GI”-.TIUE;?*M one Wflm. f%r
eight yeaﬁa had been at the head of its ,Governmeny,

valued for his judgment an

d prudence,. trasted for
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his' integrity and disinterested patriotism, and be-
loved for his urbanity and benevolence, will long be
deeply felt by the inhabitants of this province, and
must necessarily cast a gloom over this firsf mesting
of your Council sinee the occurrence of that great
provincial loss. . Having lost his Iife in the execntion
of his duty, yon will no doubt fake the opporfunity
this session will afford you to give & practical expres-
sion to the gratitude and sympathy of those you re-
present, by voting a sum of money to erect a suitable
cenotaph to his memory, and to assist in the mainte-
nance of those who, besides losing such a beloved
and estimable husband and father, have also been
thus suddenly deprived of their principal means of
suppoxt.

III,—As the political views of my predecessor
were known to be generally in unison with my owD.
and as I had, previously formed one of the mem bers

of his Executive, it will be readily supposed that I

conld have no difficulty in working harmoniously
ted with him

with the Executive officers who had ac
for eight years, and as these gentlemen have con-
sented to accept a repewal of their appolntment
from me, no change has taken place in the office of
Provincial Treasurer, OF Provineial Solieitor.

The present Land Commissioner has dfchned to
continue to hold the office of Provineial Secretary.
on the ground that its duties are, in his opinion, Dot

efficient discharge of those con-

ible with the sch i 5
Egﬂigﬁufiith the Land Comumissionership. As T do
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at all coincide in that opinion, and cannot recom-
:;t?et,}nra vou to vote a salary for a Provincial Sgeret&?y_,,
in addition to that of the two clerks in the duperin-
tendent’s office, a vote that would be justified nen;lller
Dy the state of our provincial revenug, DOr the
amount of work to be-done, I have not made any new
appointment, but have requested the Chief Clerk to

_act as Provincial Secretary pro tem. 1 may say that

the gentleman holding that appﬂintmea%, ‘has 1o

ish f is ief Clerk changed for .
~__wish fo have his_office .as -Chief Clerk changed for . VERUe UDVR 2
"5ti¢ of 5 political and possibly less continuous cha~"|" proventeut of ¢

racter, nor do I think it at all desirable that it should
he so, as-much inconvenience would probably arise
from the resignation or removal of an G:Ijjﬁﬂ‘* whose
experience has made him acquainted® with all the
details of his department, and at no time would this

~ that have been sold, but is generally in comparatiy

inconvenience be so seriously felt as at the election .

of a Superintendent, himself inexperienced in the
duties of his office.

IV.—My short experience in the position I now
liold has strengthened the opinion I have long enter-
tained, that the officers in the employ of the Pro-
vincial Government of this province are both too
numerous, and, in many instances, too highly paid

for the kind of work required of them :; and that

tliis excessive expenditure is very far from increasing
the practical efficiency of the public service.

It would be easy to remodel the whole of the pro-
vincial establishment, and place 1t upon a more efii-
clent and economical footing, were we not met by
the great difficalty of either reducing the long-re-
ceived salaries of existing public servants, or re-
moving them, without any faulf of their own, from
2 service which custom may here have tanght them
to look upon as inalienable during good behaviour.
and which may have more or less disqualified them
for other oceupations.

This difficulty will prevent the very desirable re-
duction in the expendifure upon the civil service of
the province being either so immediaie or so com-
plete as it might otherwise have been, and-can only
be completely met, without inflicting injustice, by a
patient, confinued, and united effort on the part of
the Provineial Executive and Legislature.

I shall enter info some particulars on this subject
in 2 Message I shall transmit to you with the Esti-
mates, '

The necessity of entirely discontinuing the in-
crease of expenditure upon salaries and departmental
cxpenses which as hitherto been annually made, and
taking every opportunity to diminish 1t that may be
consistent with efficiency or existing engagements,
will be best shown by some analysis of the receipts
and expenditure of the past financial year. The
total revenue received by the Provincial Treasurer
during the year amounted to the sum of £44.497 16s.
considerably more than half of whieh. or £24111 178 :
was received from the sale of our rapidly der:reasjﬂé
landed estate. Yet, of this large sum, only £7,274 3s.
or less than one-sixth of the whole, was a,c:tuall}:
Spent upon roads and bridges, including all the
grants to the various Road Boards. So that ths falling
off of one-sixth of our total revenue, or little more

than two-sevenths of our land sales, would, at the
present rate of our expenditure, leave naﬁhir:g what-
CYer to expend upon roacs and bridges, o

Alhough the gross Land Revenue for the ye:

| 8 ear has
rugnhed the sum of £26,968 13s., that revenugfur the
-~ last half-year has only amounted to £6,333 165, 44. :
- and it is evident that we must for the future hs.; 'vér*sfr

moderate in ‘our expectations of net revenue from

%113 ;;nurce, as the land which now remajins in the
ands of the Crown, so far as it is known, is nog

anly less valuable and atiractive than the portions

e |

S

1 Ji0 - : ely
isolated blocks and difficult of aceess,; causing g g?eé

additional expense in the survey, and rendering it
imperative that a very large outlay should be .
curred for roads, before the land can be at al] gq.
vantageously offered for sale. Xou will, therefore o
trust, agree with me that the resources qf the provinge
can only-be fully developed by a far-sighted policy
that will refrain from expending our small. land pq.
venue upon officers and salaries, or even in the.im.

von he strongly represented districts by

- = a -

“expend it alniost execlusively in constructing roadg
and bridges that will render our unsold -tggri_};ﬂi,?

accessible and valuable. This policy, if steadily pey.
sisted 1n, would cause much of the outlay made iy
opeuing the country to be constantly returned to the
provincial chest as Land Revenue, and would algo
develope a natural source of wealth, the grea$ extent

of which is daily becoming more apparent.
A very Jarge portion of the Jand of this provinee

consists jof mold-fields that will pay for working, if
provisions rcan be-supplied at a moderate cost to the
workers, whilst by far the greater portion of the gold

producing .country is of a character that will nos pay -

for the enorious pricé to which the necessaries ot
life are freqﬁéﬁ:arl}f;;rgi;ed by the cost of transit
through a roadless and rugged country.

V.—The provincialsshare of the Customs-duties
for the vear has-amounted t0.:%£11,09412s. 3d. The

sum received for gold-duty is more than double that

received last year, heing £2,812 6s. 2d. The gross
Custorns recelpts during the last guarter, including
the gold-duty, amoanted to the sum of £10,423 12s.
11d., being £6,111 13s. 4d. more than was received
during the corresponding quarter of the previous
year.,

This large increase must of course be partially at-
tributed to the increased Tariff, but principally to the
large quantity of duty-paying articles sent to the
West Coast, and tfo-the increase -of  the gold-
digging population scaltered over various portions
of the province. -

The total expenditure for the year has heen
£42,741 8s., 6d. of which £13,425 11s. 5d. has been
for departmental expenses, and £6,299 12s. 4d. for
eduecation.

VI.—The large population that has been attracted
to the south-western horders of our province bY
the gold discoveries that have been made at Hokd-
tika, has so clearly pointed to the great desirability
of immediately opening a road from the mouth of
the Grey River, to meet the roads that have been
made to the east, to a distance from the ﬂﬂPFlﬁEf_l
town of about 111 miles into the interior, that 1
have not hesitated fo anticipate what I felt sure
would be your wish, and have engaged parties t©
commence at both ends of what is likely to prove the
most serviceable and by far the cheapest and moSt
readily opened road. The line chosen is to com-
mence at the end of the bridle road now just about
completed, to the north end of the Maruia Plains;
thence along these plains and over the saddle into 2
branch of the Grey, following this river to the £€%;
and keeping on the north bank all the way excepting
a portion already made on the south bank, through
Mer. Freeth’s run (about ten miles), which will be
made use of for the present time, Trom the absené®
0f any survey between the Maruia Plains and the
Biver Grey, the whole distance can only be guesée
at s 1t Is, however, estimated to be about BixtyF>
miles from the plains te the port, -

The instruetions siven to the martv sent tO the
western end of i}hegliue are, ts gjggleﬂﬁﬁ ab he
port on the north bank of the Grey, and to cub ?
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., fravel through them, a distance of Gightec
L coetk them, a distance of ‘eichte ile
- and then to construct-such works on g[;h:};#ﬁ%?xz:

track beyond the plains, as will enable the contractor

to supply his barty with provisions, &c.; by means

. of pack-horses, - The party at the other end of the
¥ means of eanoes, which will

.L.Hnei gz&l be supplied b
AVOIG Lhe necessity of doing any heavy work on it ai
_ _ SRy fieebaden: SRV ) ‘K on 1f at
first. The Provineial Engineer anticipates that “’ti}ﬂis

line will be corpleted -85 g foot track 9t a ‘eost of

about £1,000, and if the weathershould Beat all

ﬁffmblef’ within seven'i|weeksd o 2416 Present
g En of R 2 ; 2639 ‘.::""ﬂ i - ':.| ‘.:'ff:' ': -.f' ] ] ;

Pl S I T R U e HE
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fever. obstaclés! .1 DC’F‘_ e roseniing
that by the Inangahug and Little (

Anangahug 4r 3 Grey Rivers, it h
the advantage of leading "Ipnré'fd‘i’i%%:tl}' to 2 Iﬂri
tractiof country knownitolréotitain gold in payable
- quantity; ‘and,. uslike the" Inangahua road, will be
really available for cattleand horses, in consequence
~of leading through many grassy plaios that will SUp-

ply abundant food for working or travelling cattle or -

sheep. . 0

VIL—The Hokitika _
~within the bounddries of
can hardly be considered as a subject of more interest

a0 1-field, although situated

to: that Government than to that of the province

and port with which it is far nore noturally con-

nected,: . The large population- atiracted to those

-isgold-feldswill-undoubtedly exercise a- powerful in-
fluence ‘upon fthe progress and mecessary internal
arrangements of the province you represent; and

the probability that the main body of that erraiic.

" population may at'any time be attracted within our
_.own boundary, will point out to you the desirability
‘of placing. the Government in a position that will
enable it to meet such an event with the protpti-
“tude, although with the very great caution, which in
that case would be demanded froru it. ' 4

. No circumstanec could have insured a more
thorough. exploration of our hitherto imperfectly
known south-western territory, and whaiever may be
* the course taken by’the main body of diggers, 1t 18
certain that a very considerable number are finding
their way -fo our _{}Wﬂ-gﬂlﬂ-ﬁﬁlds; and that we may
' safely caleulate upon an increase of gold export. I
therefore think you.would be perfectly justified in
voting a liberal portion of the small available reve-
nue, to be expended in the. removal of some of the
many natural obstacles which now render the ﬁ?}i‘;
plete exploration of the norsh-western portion ot tis
Island so extremely-difficult.. E
VIII.—The limited amount of accnmmuggltiu_mﬁ
and especially  of warehouse-roomnt . at the Li:& Si;;.];
~wharf, has lately been found. very _ll}ﬂﬂﬁllﬂﬂ-ﬁﬁd ﬁ; B
requiremants of 926 DL st corer tho expene
ask ,}?ﬂu_'txj vote a sufficient sum to cover the exXpen s
At AP ey s L den oive, ‘bub very Tiecessary  Crees
Igﬁ:}fﬁﬁﬁg?&ﬁ{gﬁihmh will be sgfgmltted_fﬂr your

" approval, .

IX,—In consequence of the Mifﬁﬂﬁdﬁ{frg;j;ﬂzﬁ
signified its inteﬂ'ti‘}?- tf ﬂi{%gisifh;égetllﬂugﬁ the

PR : ! e ﬂr =) ik ™ F ! ¥ i

_ vessels entering the 2 in the hands, and was mail

lighthouse continue

| -Should you vote this sum, the Canterbury
'%ﬁha,__:gﬁgﬁsﬁfucﬁ(%pﬁgﬁf a road than

€ "Canterbury Province, |

for the construction

X.—You will be called

_ _ = Cilled upon this session to o
gfg:; taI %h_e bl’ﬁﬂﬁl’llﬁl{!ﬂ passed by *;':hi.: ﬂéiui?e%l E

ession 1X., by voting the sum of £2 000 2z

tﬁnbu vlon towards the erection of 3 brid g;;i; ?‘EI::
. I(llﬁéﬂul Rwe*r, ih? bﬂﬂndm‘y between this pﬁ}?imé
@ Iantﬁrbmr}n Lhe settlersin the Amuri districs
are, L understand, prepared to 2dd 4 subsecription of

another thousand, and the Canterbury Governmens
have recéived an offer to aonsiruct tgyhr?é;eﬁf :é:
sum. of £6,000, the plans of which have been sub.
mitted fo our Provincial Engineer for approval.
td you | sum, Govern-
ment will, T have no doubt, erect the bridge without
_- ﬂe}z_gy; and, when you consider the imporiance of
bridging every formidable river on the main line of
1oad between thé cities of Nelson and Christehureh
| tI_’LE necessity of connecting a large and valuable puri
‘tion of this provinee with its natural and only prac-
tically available port, not to mention the negotiations
commenced with the Canterbury Government on the
faith- of the resolution referred to, you will, T am
sure, al once recognize the necessity of again votng
the required sum.

XT. Much of the time of the Provincial Engineer
has receptly been occupied in obtaining information
on the general guesiion of waterworks and supply,
for the purpose of placing himself in a position to
propose the best method of supplying the City of
Nelson with water, and to make a relisble estimaie

~ of the sum for which a good supply of pure water
| ‘may be earried through the most populous streets of
“the city and to the shipping at the port. The result

of his investigations has been furnished to the Go-
vernment in a report that will be at once laid on your
table, and will be found to contain all necessary im-
formation upon this subject, and calculations based
upon the most reliable sourees.

By that report it will be seen that water egual fo
the supply of 20 gallons per head to a population of
37,800 individuals could be supplied to the port and
principal streets at a cost of £19,496. 1L his estimate
jncludes the laying down of main pipes in that por-
tion of the town south of the Maitai, through the
whole of Brook-street, Tasman-street, Bronti-sireet
(as far as Trafalgar-street), Manuka-street, Nile-
street, east and wesk, Shelbﬂu.me-streer; Selwyn-
place,’ Hardy-street, Gloucester-sireet, a parts ir
Vanguard and St. Vincent streets, _Bm,,genm-&{,
Hastings-street, and the full Jength of the Port raéa(f
Alton-street (befween Nile and Hardy SEI‘EL%:);H '3 =
lingwood-street, Trafal g'iﬂ‘“tﬁi?%}ﬁﬁ _ narﬂz,ﬂ{a. LJ:JE}:
street, and parts of _“i,-trmme&».madq m’% I\ 31?.;1;:11&1
street, as far as the College gmunus?% Fﬂfl It
nearly encirchng the Government Buildings.

It is proposed fo take the water ?‘ﬂm z;rm:_gtir%i
st hvout four miles froni the cenire i
at a distance of about our I g 2000
the 10w, o estirmate includes a £ £300
the to¥D, and 170, “of reservoirs, a sum that md’ﬁf.v?-h],t
be considerably reducedif found HEL”'?EE]}I?t h;élé p{ix%ed
water generally of excellent quﬂ.ht}“féj gBlaak mpplie
: & ik : . Eﬂﬂﬂb Hs} L : ;b =
vious to their consiru * BACES
grfiﬂﬁﬂ'i‘ ordinary circumstances the fmt.er ;a hlgﬁi
cnough to be drawn ab once from the dam, bemng
g _
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quite bright and clear before it leaves its rocky bed
in the gorge.” | Shy
As many, portions of the Provincial Engineer’s
plans are capable of curtailment, 1t considered de-
sirable, I have no_doubt of its entire practicability
_within the sum which this. province is authorised to
borrow under the ¢ Waterworks Loan Act, 1864.”

The possibility of borrowing money under the

terms of that Act, and the desirability of attempting

to -negotiate any - New Zealand debentures in the
present state of public: opinion on all New Zealand
securities, are questions upon yhich I shall require
and have sought competent advice, the tenor of which
I will communicate {0 you as s00on as received.

XII.—T have received from Mr. Burnett o very full
report of the coal-fields of this Provinee, and as that

gentleman writes with a knowledge of the subject

and of the various localities in which our known coal-
fields are situated (which I do not possess,), I feel that

I cannot do better than refer you to it for.all general
mformation upon that sabject. The resolutions which

- you passed as to the steps {o be taken for placing the
merits of our Buller Coal-fields: before British capi- -

talists with & view to enlist their interest and co-
operation in their development, were not carried
mto effect by the late Superintendent. Much as T
regret any delay in carrying out & well considered

project for realising this. long neglected source of

wealth and prosperity, it is perbaps-as well* that o
expense was incurred in sending sn avent o Eondon
during- the late very remarkable tightness of the
English money market s and should the private en-
terprise,now so energetically encaged in endeavors to

develope the coal-field believed to exist at Pakawan,

prove that a good coal can he found so near to the
Port of Nelson, we shall not need the assistance of
English capital to bring that coal to the market.

A very few weeks will probably enable those en-
gaged in it to ascertain whether a workable and usefil

seam of this most Important product exists there op |

not. ~Should the promoters’ efforts be attended with
success, the benefit to the province connot but he
obvions to every one. The shaft is situated gt little
more than a mile and a half from the sea~board,
towards which there is an easy decline, and the ses

irontage is said to offer great facilities for the erection |

of an inexpensive pier or jetty for shipping the coal.
whilst its easy distance from the Port of Nelson would

enable the coal fo be brought at all seasons of the
at a price

year with great ease and rapidity, and solg
that would not fail to ensure a large consumption.

Should this coal prove to be mnmized with shale,
and otherwise of good quality, neither Governmental
nor foreign aid will he required for its development ;
but should the sanguine expectations of those Wil
are now cngaged in finally testing that long doubtful
and very important question, be doomed tq disap-
pointment, T shall feel much pleasure in promp t-fy
carrying mto effect the resolution of last session. or
any similar recommendations you may make on #i-hiﬂ
subject.

;‘«’II[{% A newﬁ]'iiﬂaenaing Bill '
printed; you will see that it embodi erationg
in the law recommended by the se] :::ﬁ ihue s
Emilted by gj‘ﬁ? :l[a]it year, and two
weatures, wilich 1 hope that you will congides & agd.
visable 'i:u’ adopt, Having aim strong Eﬁfﬁﬁi
that habitual drunkards should be treated ag M OTI0-
maniacs rather than as criminals, and therefore re-
strained and protected rather than punished, T pro.
pose to abolish ﬂ}at portion of the existing 'Imgi'w{%igh
T ODOWers 8 magistrate to iinprison a person whe hasg
been convicted of drunkenness three times within g
months, and to give power {o tl e

other important

e magistrates to send

60

dual to all the license holders, ”f*a‘if;l::. structio
to serve him with any intoxicating drink.

liquor that may have been drunlk on his premises.

. XIV. The ¢ Hackney Carriage Bill ” has beey
pared, 1n:accordance with a resolution passed b
Jlast year. 1 need only remark on it thatp

curred, for-the inspection there Trecommended. .
can easily be combined with the duties of an exi
otficer. _ TR SRR
XV. A ScabBill is being ‘preparcd, which
will be found more adapted” tothe general

Act Iias proved to be, -

and dilapidated state of th

than once rendered very apparent.

pose’it is very conveniently situated.

Officers of the-Hospital, cal
used for a hospital in this

the propriety of making so

Holdtika, Gold-fields, as
demand for gpace that
vince be visited by any

In the reports fr

€epidemic,

OYC you, you will find that they
recommend increased ’ﬂ,g'-gﬂ? ATl BRI e S
on the present hospital 'Eitfm AEon i b vy ay

Since the receip . _
Sem €It of ‘that  letter the number ' of
patients has decressed, and there is no doubt-the

Cﬂntefbu G{}‘\g‘em g 7 .
ately malg, arran rent has made, or will jmmedi-

2o s gements for the reception of. their
Eliﬂhlimﬁﬁ& ap Hﬁklmk,fl, and I hope a?lﬁﬂ to relieve
Pital of some of its more permanent inmates;

the nameand description -of the unfortunate ndjvi.

U8 not

- Ial
propose that no license holder shall be able 14 rff

cover any debt incurred for any kind of intoxicatiy,

pre-
Y you
Ui “ 0 new
officer need ke appointed, or additional expense iy
“aR i
Sting

I hope
e DR e Sriiwd Clal wants of
- the various districts in this provinee that the exis ting

~XVIL Thelarge sum which has been spentin char-
table ald during the last year, exceeding your vote
by £393 7s. 104, with évery probability of an annua]
ncrease, and the very unsystematic manner in which
that fund has hitherto been dispensed and accounted
for, togefler with the convietion that its dispensation
is & duty tha *’sﬁﬁbma'ﬁevgfqht§ ‘Placed in the hands of
an elective Superintendent even if he could be'sup-
posed to have sufficient, time on his’hands o carefully
Investigate the:merits of the .man v-'claims “made for
relief, has induced me to.request ‘the’ sergeant-major
of police to generally superintend-the details-'of what
has now become an importantand’ difficult” depart-
ment, and one for which the nature’ of his police
duties, as well as the persotial ‘qualifications of the
present holder of that office so thoroughly fit Lim.
That gentleman is now engaged 4n removin g-such of
the poor as require to be~"permanently supported Dy
public funds to the Taranali Buildings, where I hope
to be able to make such arrangements as will ‘secure
pure air, amusement, and comfort, tothe aged 'and
Infirm, and place some wholesome restiaing upon
those who may show a necessity for 'it. - This 'step
was rendered specially desirable by the dangerous
. e buildings known 'as:the
Old Depdt, hitherto occupied by -those who were un-
able 1o procure.a home of their-own 7 the injury
which these undrained and uncleanly hovels  had
inflicted and were likely -to -inflict upon the health of
the town, and the danger of fire in the heart of the
city, which the carclessness of their inmates has more

The yard in which the -0ld Depét stands will also
require to be enclosed, and used as a depot for:the
large number of stores, . castings, -&e., that will be
imported for the Nelson Waterworlcs, for which pur-

X VIL—T have received o letter from the Medical

0 ling my attention to the
Inadequate aceommodation aﬁ?&%ﬂeg by theml?uﬂﬁing’
Provinee, and suggesting
5 50mE provision for the num-
Prohably arrive from the
well as for the increased
would arise should this pro-

G i ' . =L e -2 |
forthwith laid bef: m these J%'Eﬂtlemen, which will be
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who are able to wajt ;

‘ e » upon themselve

them to the T tves; by removi
éh;iil]" B e Laranaki B wldings, umr::m;% T;}mmvtiing
UM poor, It is therefore not St

: T ! my intent o
ialjr il-l“}T{EfA} for enlarging the hospita) heonuion £o sk
should 1f next year appenr that more hospital fecom-

iJ;_:rfn‘;;ﬂ.l On. more .e].eva.f;gd and open ground, g Iittle fur-
P1er removed from the centre of the town and offer
ing o greater space for exercise, &oc. E{Tﬂéh s::si"_t}lé
necessary cxpense of such an ercetion coild be met
hi,n ,ﬂf" Ez%kmi: the building andland now used for o
gda, gt gﬂe; or which the building was never designed or

o l*{VIIL«-The_ftreatm&n‘z of the lunstics in this pro-
vinee has been improving for many years past, and is
now tolerably satisfactury, considerin g the .'itizéans' af
our command, being humane and rational, Nine pa-
tients bave during the past year left the asylum cured
and fwo have returned fo their friends, so that a-ftli?.mq];
ten new cases have been admitied the number at pre-
sent in the establishment is less by one than at the
close of last year, I shall asicyon.to sanction some
small outlay that will tend to- relieye. . the patients
from apparent restraint, and, furnish them when
rsild et

‘possible with intéresting oceup Teooo
%y ik : : et IR G B B e _}i__,-.

+

XIX.~Full returns of tlié census raken in December.

~last will be Jaid upon your {abléi*By those returns
the increase of populatioti’since 1861 appears to have
been only 1800, but many gold mivers travelling and
Iiving in fents would!necessarily escapc enumeration,
During the four months which have passed of the
presént year, 2090 males and 144 females have left
the Port of Nelson, and 2151 males and 255 females
have arrived, leaving a balance in favor of immigra-
tion of 61 males and 1Tl females.

There has been a considerable decrease in the num-
ber of acres sown with wheat and barley, althoogh a
large mcrease in the acreage of oats. The guantity
of land laid down in arfificial grasses has been in-
creased from 12,156 acres to 22,740 acres. '

Horses bave increased from 2,355 in 1861, fo 3,597
in 1864. Catile from 11,105 to 15,825.

- The absence of progress in agriculture apparent in
these statistics is satisfactorily accounted for by facts
which show that the industry of our population has
been largely directed to mining and pastoral pursuits,
our export of gold having in three years increased
from £25,278 to £90,049, and wool from £3,801 to
£14 768, the number of sheep having also increased
from 181,376 to 344,281 -

On the important question of education the facts
brought to light by the census will probably compare
favorably with the returns from the other provinces
of this colony, and confinue to show a ﬂmﬂged_ a..nc}
steady improvement in the total result obtained by
public and private schools, bub do not indicate &
growing confidence on ,
gg‘iﬁ%ﬂi& schools, and very clearly show that no
adequate results have been obtained by the great in-
crease of public money that has been VO
view to increase their efficiency.

above 15 years of

The number of the population al
age who cannot read is now reduced to 2+44 per cent.
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Eiinted underiihe Mth{}rgf};i;gfi?riutﬂr for the time belng €0 the sal

ital thig session, but

the part of the parents in the !

ted with a I

whilst the pronariie

cm;]éiﬂf Ii?i‘f%lpf‘:rrimn of those above 16 years wh

ber ungl 2 f?ﬂf acolivas £86 per cent.; the nu i

creased ﬁ;;; f JHEI;{" 4ges who cannot write has f?;

s T L A1Ub per eent. to 780 1o ;
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%H; iﬂgf I?’ Jears of age last Ds@&rnger 6372 pég
' I L I'Efﬂl, :’-LI]{]_ 4?‘51 p%r E.';E_Eir; G{]HI{I read Hﬂ}i

5‘2!89 I}E? {-.GIIJ. k|
T Cent. couid read oG
read and write, 804 380 per cent. conld

The attendance at the schos)

e AR 1) & supportet the
Ia,zzg jgrsm i3 you have so liberal] ¥ Vo ﬁé%i}ff}r{é!ﬂ??g;:
Pose Nas not even kept pace with the increase of
Iiﬂlﬂﬂiji‘.i{tﬂ, having only increased from 1360 in iBf? I
to 1450 in 1864, whilst in the city of Nelson t?;&
attendaince at the female schools supporied b Go-
yerient aid appears to have decreased from ‘;1 in

1361 t0 122 in 1864, and nearly five-sevenths of the

girls attending sehool are sent to pri
o , ~ privaie sehools,
You will regret £o learn by these figures that whiiﬂﬂ

- 1i. 1861, 1360 children were edncated at Government

sehools supported by a grant ineludings -
tion of land sales of £3;2§i 178.8d,, or Z‘;% ?}g{gﬁx
child, in 1864 1450 children were educated by a grang
of £5,200 or £3 11s. 8d. each child, this latter srant
being exclusive of the proportion of Iand sales p%fi o
the Central Board, which I believe is now set apart
a8 a permanent endowment fund for educational
purposes.

The census return upon this subjeet will be valned
for their admitted impartiality rather than for their
absolute reliability, and it may be right to observe
that there are strong grounds for believing that there
Js some exaggeration in the number of children thers
recorded as attending day schools.

XX.—In thoughtfully reviewing the hisiory of
this province since the management of our public
provineial interesis has been entrusted fo its nhabit-
ants, we find great cause for copgratulation and
thankfulness., 1If our progress cannof be called rapid,
it has been remarkably steady ; if wr have not parii-
cipated in the large government expenditure whieh has
added fo the apparent, if not fo the real, prosperity of
some other proviaces, we have been frec from the
slarm and depression which always aitends the with-
drawal of such extraneous support ; and 1f our natural
advancement has not been greatly anticipated by the
disbursement of any very éxtensive loans, we can look
with more confidence to & future that will not show
such large portions of our revenue annually impounded
for interest and sinking fond.

In material progress, as shown by the quality and
length ofits roads; in the general edneation ot those
who have grown up in the province, as seen by the
facts ecollected In the census 'tal-:en’lasﬁ Deemhsr;
and by the remarkable security to life and property,
which is perhaps mosi strikingly evinced by the
ceneral neglect of the common precauiions IOF 1S
ijrﬂt{%cﬁiﬂﬂ that are ggmsidered necessary In .ﬁ?ma:r;
gvery other place,—Nelson occupies & {’:rf:;i;lizlbfx‘?: if
not & prominent, pesition amongst @E.ﬂﬁ&iﬁﬁﬂéigf
the great Empire 10 which we are so proud 10 OWE

our origin and our allegiance.

ALFRED SAUNDERS.
Superintendent.

id Governmens.
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