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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 1864,

- Tar Twelfth Session of the Provincial Coun-

cil was opened this day, at Two o’clock, upon

~~which his Honor the Superintendent delivered
" “the following Speech :—

Mg, SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF TEE PROVIN-

“c1an COUNCIL—

1. In reviewing the past twelye months, and en-

‘deavoring to anticipate the coming portion of the

current year so far as may be necessary to make esti-
mates and devise plans, there appears to me, more
around us, and particu-
n Province, the fluctuations of
d gold seeking.

At the opening of your last ordinary Session, 1
¥ 7 ated by the

built no calculations on the hopes createq
ers during the auntumn preceding, and
efore of our being involved
tial way in which those

hopes have been fulfilled, Business, during part of
the past year, has been to some extent depressed, m}zd
a large portion of the trading public shared mtt__]?
depression, New discoveries have chfmg{_zd 1.1}:*—3 : one
of things, and, taking thq year thrs:_:.ng[mut-, we have
reason to call it one of fair prosperity.

9 The development of onr gold-fields during th.,e
: deed equalled the comimoil ex-

ast veay, has not in . |
'gﬁﬂta}’:iﬂn: but the moyement of diggers towards the

larly within our OW

there was no chance ther

the services he has ¢

south-western disiricts, and the efiorts made by the
Government to keep pace with I, bave Dot “been
fruitless. The Valley of the Buller is no longer a
Jand known only to a few explorers. It is open to
all, and many are now able to judge from ther own
observation of its capabilities and resources.

On former occasions 1 have brought under your
notice the names of those who have conferred bemefit
on the public as explorers in various parts of the pro-

w
b

vinee, and I now refer with pleasure to onr ehief sur-
veyor, Mr. Brunner, our first explorer of the western
and south-western parts of the Province, whose topo-
graphical nofes (made many years 3go under diffi-
culties which it requires an effort of mind to aprec-
ate, now that they are removed), bear wenderfully
well the test of closer esamination which, since the
opening of the country, can easily be applied to them.
Eichteen years ago he gave a year and balf of hi=
time to exploring this part of the Provioce, Bving
almost entirely on the indigenoas preductions of the
country. It is only now that tracks have been mace

through the parts he

travelled, that his labour and
presevering energy can be fully un-i‘s—:rsme_:l , and
appreciated. A portion of his journal waS pn.ahs}mfd
by order of the House o Commors, 1N the Ea’l.’:ll"]_a{‘-i,{h
and his services were, 1 believe, :s.-:*}muwlr_.—il med n the
presentation to him of a medal, by }he ‘:Lm__f:ll Geo-
graphical Society of England, and 1t *ﬁ:ui be 8 great
pleasure to we Lo unit n giving him sonie

e with youl :
. - B o ,-l: .I:"_'_ r - s ¥ - e ;_, : tuirﬁ-
tangible evidence that his fellow seitiers appr

endered them.
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e industry of the gold-field
ihe less rapid, bur sur
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has been goig {i::ﬁf-'m*d: Fﬂl‘ﬂiﬂ'!lul}ﬂ lj;q{_f;i:;ﬂ:l
taking the place which 1t 11]11151.,1 insa b h S =
country, eventually oecupy i public '13511_%1"{«1 .: ‘iulinﬂ*'
various parts of the l{l‘ﬂvinﬂﬁu the axe l}ﬂ,b ‘iﬁi_:ll ; 15;:
its work, particulary 1n the 1"-1.nit'ue]\:1., r,:x {j::. Lo
geon, and Takaka Valleys. These arc ens ’%:l'%* i
facts which should recmmﬂen us to the nEf_.e._?H ;L L
estimating the land revenue 1ot the currgm. DS at
much less than we have had to expend of late.

g 5 : R BROUICOS A
- . ! I’E‘Hﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂq Eﬂﬂﬁ &QHEE : 1!-'1 "1"]1"13 H Mt s e . - s, ; ' 4 .
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of the Province, we tced DOT ba-eaglr fora forrent
of population, bringing much ‘EEEHHII m!rieedﬁ_ bljt
uch misery in its train, and leaving certain collapse
when the flood retires. The Province from end to0
end, possesses gold deposits which may perhapsmever
prove the cause of intense excitement; like that we
have just witnessed in a neighbouring Province, but
which will give fair wagesto steady labor for many-
vears, and become more attracdve whenever settle--
ment shall spread into the valleys of the western and
other auriferous districts.

Under circumstances like those of the gold-bearing
colonies, a sudden rise of Customs Tevenue is not a
certain symptom of sound prosperity. and our mode-
rate advances in this respect need not be-viewed with
despondency. The gradual extension of permanent

industry over the face of the country, and the steady
growth of revenue that follows the increase of settled
population, are the objects of wise hope.

Although the land revenue of last year fell short of
my estimate and your expectation, the examination
of the sources and particulars of this deficiency gives
evidence of a healthy advance in the Province.

5. The gross Customs’ receipts; exclusive of gold
duty, for the year ended 31st March last, amounted
t0 £25.752 7s. 0d., of which the Provincial Treasurer
has Teceived £11.278 14s. 11d., being £1,278 14s. 11d.
in excess of my estimate ; and in addition to this ike
sum of £1,627 10s. 5d. has been received from the

General Goyvernment, as surplus revenue. The- gold
duty for the same period amounted to £1,028 2s. 2d.

6. The land fund was estimated at £30,000, whichs
as about fhe average of nine previous years’ receiptss
might be supposed a reasonable conjecture. The
amount actually received was, however, little more
than half this estimate, being £15,127, nett, and
showed a startling decrease of £44,967, } or n;iuriy
seventy-five per cent. npon the receipis of the pre-
vious year—<£59394, A very liitle reflection will
show thata land fund three-fourths of it arising in
favorable years, from the large purchases of three
or four WE:ﬂifh}? flockowners, eannot be: made: *;ifiiih
any degree of cerfainty, the subject of calculation,

It will be seen, from the returns that w e laj
before you, that the great falling short hai,]s I‘E:ir} a;:i
these large purchases. The cash sales of laree tracts
1;1 the z’t}nuﬂ_ were £53,173 0s. 0d. in 1862-33 agﬁinst
Es;?ﬂg Eﬁﬂsﬁrﬂda’ in tlsﬁiﬂ-é, showing a dimunition uf

=*{,9V9, Or nine-tenths of the whole amonnt. 5
Enre than the total decrease of the land ‘i“;:r:u:fltl?l t':?'ti?s(}:

be cash sales of comparatively small lmts?iu th
agricultural and mixed districts have increased fro :
£6,221 in 1862-3 to £10,254 last year Thub -
that so far as land sales can be taken gs an ﬁxﬁﬁef
Doty e gty shows & stk advace
bulk of the population ; ?ﬁp’ga e = e
stability and I‘ESEIHI‘EES’ of 51&: Pi%iﬂﬁ qnﬁdenea e
gress towards the occupation of the cﬁst?; e

7. My opportunities of ;

- My opport EXpressing mys
ED gtgﬁwﬂ;fﬁ ;1 fé}lll%hﬂeglﬁﬁt th‘l% ﬁegafﬁgnaﬁ gi
lare | n t alf
o S o 0 ]i t;_lthnugh the land fund

shrink away (being, in |

fuct. capital and 1noY revenue), and with it one pygy
means of executing public works \%:1}1 be ﬁt{theu from
us. vet there 18 no sign nor pro‘f}zﬂniny of o stoppage
of erowth, much less of decay 1n ‘F-he Province s and
thongh from' the physical character of the lanq jtg
settlement may’ be slow ﬂl_ld Jong delerred, thepe is
around for confidence that tl}q_ progress of coloniza.
tion will not be arrested until p-:‘apgiiitlpu has spread
to every spot where industry ‘can find its reward,

caQadtors ihe:reasonssthatmaythe gathered from whag

mate of the land revenue for the current year. My
estimate of the total revenue will be £35,000 fron

all sources. Of this amount 1 propose that one half
ot Jeast shall be appropriated to public works,

9. T think you will do wisely to provide for the

extension and improvement of the works already

constructed in the Valley ofthe Buller. The specific
improvements ' L. recommend. to you are—Mirst, the
construction of a horse bridge across the Buller, at
the junction of the Mangles. This would render both
the existing: tracks; north and south of the main
river, available at all times for supplying the inhabi-
tants on the Buller, and on the tributaries on both
banks. Secondly, I propose the enlargement of the
foot track between the Mangles junction and the
Lyell, wherever that may be necessary to. allow
horses-to pass: Thirdly, I propose to make reserves
on which small. bush clearings- should be- made at

intervals along the various lines, with theprimary

object ot' forming paddocks: for- cattle travelling on
the roads; and with the further view of giving unmuis-
takeable' evidence of the character of the land in

many parts of these valleys and its capabilities as

pasture.

The extensions I propose are two'; one up’ the

length of the Matakitaki Valley for about twenty-five
miles, the other a cross country line from the. Tirau-
mes Plain to the upper end of the line just’ mamed,

a distance of about thirteen miles; - The whole Mata-

kitaki Valley would thus have the full benefit of the
two tracks now in existence, The lines offer 1o
difficulties whatever and will open no inconsiderable
quantity of fair bush land and about 10,000 acres of

grass country; and a further extension of twelve miles

will render the Maruia: Valley accessible and bring -

our horse roads close to the Valley of the Grey:

10: 1 consider it now Pmﬁtiﬁﬂb]_&, and: r_]_ghﬁ “that
we should proceed in the most careful and deliberate

way with all parts of the main southern tracks, lay-

out every new line and every improvement of €XI8

Ing lines, with a constant view to the future con-
struction of a railway or first-class road from: end 10

end of the Province. I am aware that many roads

have been constructed piecemeal, and have grown
out of the hasty line blazed by some explorels 1

proved from time to time as funds. allowed: OF &7
emergency required. ‘Lhere is nothing at: the BF
sent moment 0 urge on the main southern: line, OF
any of the roads in the country, beyond such: & o2
as 1s consistent with providing beforehand for great®
future improvement, without abandoning, the workE
of the present day.

11. The information obtai. ] 'e-aﬁazl'-ﬁﬁmal"h zf
b.fse?, from time to ti_m:e, riigeﬂnﬁﬁélic, A E'Erf Eﬂt
boring apparatus has arrived from home, under t]fﬁ
Eige;f*f a PEI‘EGH j;f much skill and experience ﬂiﬁ 5‘;’

such tools in the collieries of the NOT
Eﬂgf{{mi in the ecollieries: of the H
i The result of the hmgs made at. --ﬁiﬁﬁ-ihiﬂui ]»Ez
_E:il to fix my attention more p_artiﬁulﬁsﬂl’ on 18
CO bbed.s nearer the Buller, and the ﬂ-’PPﬂrﬂi usugj
%ﬂchﬂgly Now at work on the seaward side of Motz

rt, puiting fo practical proof the Opini”
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F B FTEL
the | C}J] liery I””. gineer, tho
moderate clevation, within
Westport,

g ! r T 5
Ttl:{i. 1]54{:&111 Bill of Inst Session not having beon as-
5{;n 1%151 .-t;:! I shall asl you to pass it again, with stieh
IOEHIcations us are required by the Generul (ovars
: A Lre 1¢ General Govye
ment. b y (enes il {;{U?ij]_..

b oconl will Je found, nt
"CYell or eight miles of

| Without agreeing in the precise terms demanded
hg the _Geueml Government before assenting to nuclh
Bills, I am satisfied that it is rewionable 'tlm,i:hi-ﬁe
E&ndggfund should be specifically pledged for all debts
meurred in public works and colonization, The
money io be raised for the coal-fields, supposing the
project to be assented to, I propose should be fp-
plied in aid of any competent company which may
first undertake the opening of the field, and I think
that it should be paid as the permanent aund general
work for transporting the coal to the port progresses.
If difficulty should exist in negociating the loan in
one or more sums I think that the debentures might
be pald over to the proposed company, and nego-

ciated by them from time to time, without serious

difficulty or loss. Yrecise terms to be offered to
capitalists willing to undertake the working of the
coal-field will be sent down for your approval.

12, The Waterworks Loan is proposed in a Bill
separate from the Coal-fields Loan, as it is possible
that the same sort of security may not be required
for a loan which it is proposed to meet by s special
rate. 1 Kl e

18. The Waste Land Bill embodying your resolu-
tions of Jast Session has been passed, with modifica-
tions, by the General Assembly, and transmitted
home for her Majesty’s assent.

The leasing clauses were rejected by the Assembly,
but there yet remain several valuable features in the
Act : it clears up some uncertain points, and dictates
a more regular course of practice ; the extension of
the powers to give land for public works may enable
the construction of a central railway without incur-
ring debt ; and a power to lease auriferous land may
prove an encouragement to steady industry in parts
of onr gold-ficlds where great prizes are hardly to be
loolked for.

14. The bridge across the Wai-au-ua River at the
point-where it leaves the Hanmer Plain has been
completed since your last meeting. Not only does

* this bridge afford great convenience to the neighbor-
hood and remove the necessity of fording the most -

dangerous river in this Province upon the direct road
to Canterbury, but it has a claim on attention, as I

bel; the first example of an economical mode of
i - treams subject to heavy

Hoods, and with roek y and al

T Mot Inaecegaibila b vle s
_J*.Il}r ”iHh}{_H e {] 1o 3L _I_t."}...l",f:::.glhl.f_ IJE!HLE%

Blacketty for 1] T{;1t}“3 Provincial Engineer ( My,
d{;ﬂ”h _}‘N}f}r‘}j‘ I :if_: hmfl | FHHJ novel r_‘.r.'lnr.'iji’}l_ia‘m ..1.1,|_1:{
HALS of this bridge, and to My, Handyside for hig

ihﬁﬁﬂuhf arel hﬂl‘ £ * 3
Bt ol efatigable attention in execnt:
the work. g LLENITION In ﬂ--ﬂﬂff.ﬁtlng

15. ] }1(:1 neab Act of Tast Session is in operation
and, 1 think, with promise of great 11ur*failrf:r1;% ; I
believe it will need amendment hereafier - but oir
present experience js not enough fto m.:.r,kefme' hrﬁpr;
that it can be satitfactoril y and permanent] v done in
the present Session. s |

16, The influx of men from other parts of the
colony, many of them in a destituie condition, will, I
doubt not, engage your consideration, and induce you
to hasten your decisions respecting such NECEssary
public works as may give temporary employment
and relief to such persons and the means of returning
if’ they choose, to their former places of abode. At
the sauie time, especial regard must be had to the
condition of the provincial revenue, wh ch evidenily
will not warrant any great amount of expenditure
in that direction ; nor with justice to the eclaims of
setiled labor in the Province, can it be expected that
either permanent or highly-paid employment can be
provided by the Government for any large number of
strangers.

17. In connection with this subject you will. T
have no doubt, consider the question, whether the
presentlive stock in the Province are likely io be
sufficient for the supply of any probable rush to this
part of the country. You are aware that pleuro-
pneumoenia has found its way to Otagoand Auckland
The Government of Canterbury bave closed their
boundary against cattle from the other Province,
agreeing, however, to except Nelson and DMarl-
borough on condition of closing their ports.
against the cattle of the Northern Island. The pro-
ceeding has, I resret to say, inconvenienced the ser-
tlers of the Amuri : nevertlieless I have pot at the
present juncture thought it right to relieve this In-
convepience at the cost of closing the market that
has supplied us to some extent. I shall be glad to
hear that these subjects have received your atten-
tion.

18. "Trusting that your meeting may advance the

permanent prosperity of the Province, 1 mow leave
you to your deliberations, and deeclare this Couneil

open for the despatcl of business.
J. P. ROBINSOXN,
Supezintendent.
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