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By His Honor's command,

J. C. RICHMOND, Provincial Secretary.
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Provineial Secretary’s Office, Nelson,
. - Augost29, 1868 .
IS Honor the Superintendent

directs the publication of the following

_ Correspondence, relative to the construction
~_ of the proposed line of Railway, .

J. C. RicmmonD,
Provinecial Secremry:

~Superintendent’s Office, Nelson,
August 14, 1863.

'I “T'he I-Iﬂum-'ﬂble

The COLONIAL SECRETARY,
Anekland.

SIR.,%I have the honor to euclose, for the

~ consideration of his Excellency the (zovernor,

. 4 copy
the Provineial Council, approving of the

of a series of resolutions, passed in

construction of a line of Railway to the

__interior of this Provinee, and of the raising
2 sum of £300,000 by loan for this and other

purposes. ., : 3

In forwarding these resolutions, it is right
that T should stato that the Conneil was
| divided on the questious,
_(iucluding the Speaker,

| ‘Eihﬂ voted in Committee) approved, and den
disapproved.
1 It is also my duty to faornish his Exrel-
ency’s Government with my own views on
the subject. Of the ultimate great public
utility of the proposed work I am satisfied.
It is possible the quantity of lapd which
would be improved by its construction
would justify the outlay if the whole of
the Improved land could be eharced with
it. Buft I am compelled to hesitaie about
the propriety of the undertaking -chiefly
by the fact that the districts to be im-
proved in the highesi degree by ii, may
possibly at some early day, be separated from
this Province, and the whole burden cast on
‘a part of the community at ihe same time
that the means of bearing-it are greatly re-
duced. His Excellency’s advisers are doabe-
less aware thai there is an influx of diggers
coing on into this Province from Otagoe and
Australia : "and a higch probability exists
that rich gold fields may be discovered on all
parts of the River Buller and its tributaries.

The presence of a population appmu;h ing ;ﬂ
numbers to that of thﬂ._U{.ﬂgo gold fields, it
aven it should not countinue settled beyond a
few years, might of itsell justity the preposed

outlay. . A few menths, or perhaps weeks,
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- His Honor
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i< not to be the
and I would

his Excelleney
his judgment

will decide whether this 18 or
position of the Province ;
respectfully suggest that {
ghould be advised to EuspeFd RS
on the resolutions for a tume. :11 1C1 ul uie
other veasons for such a course. Ihe ol l_.c;
tions ureed in the Provincial Couneil anc

out of doors ave, doubts as to the quantlty

and quality of Crown LH-Hi‘iS to be I*fJIidered_
accessible and improved in value Dy b:.lﬁ.ll- &
work, and as to the cost of the work itselt.
Qur present knowledge of the country 15
imperfect, and whetber rick gold fu;lch are
found or not we are certain to lncrease
that knowledee very fast as the summer
comes on by means of the tracks now in pro-
oress, and the exhaustive pmﬂpee?ing whic,h
is going on. Nearly every new line that 1s
cut through the forest opens new 1ndications
of mineral wealth, and indications of a coal
field have appearcd on the Upper Buller
near the River Owen, one of its tributaries.
Eresh approaches to the main valley arve
moreover being discovered from time to time.
I think it quite possible that a very short

period may place the question beyond reason--

able doubt, and satisfy all parties as to the
propriety of the undertaking. If the gold
fields prove extensively attractive, it might
be wise to proceed quickly with sach a work;
and I should regret having caused by my

“hesitation any - obstacle in  the way of

L

colonising: the interior of the Province. On
the other hand, T am nos prepared with my
present information to be a party to incurring
a debt which wonid ecripple the. resources ‘of
the Proviuce, if iis Dow unsettled districts

_ should soon be cut off

L'have, &c.,
J. P. Rormsox,

Supfrinﬁendemi
P.S.—T enclose copy of

& Ommistee .
Provingial Conncil. “Eolbe

-

Cﬂlﬂni.ai'Secretarfs Office; Aucklangd
August 26, 1863, ?
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| Justify thie ‘proposed "outlay,® ald iy

made accessible, as may satisfy al]

the Minutes of | - ;
MItes ot vould for many years equal ‘the inte

pose. Your Honor further Sugges(s
His Excellency should be advised o g ot
his judgment on the Resolutions fo,
as the lapse of a few months or ey
will probably dai:ei*mit}e whether

cold fields in the districts to De
the Railway of sufficient extent ay

& Tl
e Wy
there ave
Opened |,
1d valug g,

b L ol % T ‘ Ni.«s
place the public 10 possession of sucli ap 3

- l1n-
crease of knowledge as to the minerglie, a
bilities of the district in other capa.

the quantity and quality of the langs iti] ﬁg

$ _ : ‘ Pﬂll"i:ies 0
the propriety of the undertaking, ot

After a carefal perusal of the R.Epf;i'f; {;.f

the Council and the evidence taken by the

Select Committee of the Provineial Counei.
as well as of the debates'in the Council, ang
the discussions on the subject at public mest.
ings and in the public prints, I am ecop.
pelled to conclude that the advisability of
contracting so large a loan for the Railway
1S at present, to say the least_.,}_‘;fexjf question-
able. s T e

It certainly appears to me that the ad-
vocates of the Railway, who 'adif-&ilce'mﬂfu}'_
undeuiable generalities as to the advantages
of railways, do not succeed when they set
themselves to measure in figures those of the
one proposed, in showing that the latter are
an equivalent for what must be set off against
them, viz :—the’ large original outlay; the
cost of working the- railway and keeping 16
in repair-; and-the. payment of so large an
annual interest on, the borrowed '_GELPTL‘HJL
With every disposition to take a hopeful

- view of the matter, and to admit the correct-

ness of the estimates of the extent and value
of the lands to be made accessible, -fnrmed_ by
those most favorable to the pf'ﬂjﬂﬁﬁﬁ-l Ga‘ﬂﬂgt
think that it has yet been shown that -thﬂrms
much probability that the increase of rovensy
of any kind to be produced by the Railway
rest that
would have ‘to be paid on the loan. Buii
surely, unless this could be satisﬁw“?‘-’ﬂj
shown, Government would not be ] ustificd ]]i
A0y representations, howeyer forcible, % t‘*e
general results of Railways in other countit
and under: different cirecumstanees; in Eﬁddhﬂlg
50 large a debt upon the people of N Ehlsﬂﬂijler
mmdeed the Provineial Government éfié} f
févenues of its own. amply SU 000
guarantec jts ahility -tc: meef- gwﬂe ﬂdldltlﬂﬂ:i
'lmbtlities,, the case would be different: 10
apart from the revenue, direct or indirﬂcﬁ {0
om the Railway, an app‘i”ﬂximﬂbiﬂg he
l‘;ﬁﬁ .?Jmc:untnﬂf' which at all events ﬂug:[;:,: ¢hat
theﬁuiiilﬁi;:;lé flgure_sg ioss ol *eif@ﬂuﬁ

to Provinee of Nelson has vy ?
suflicient, for ihix purpose,
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If there be Oy reasonable grounds for
these coniclusions, then I think Ib mugt, he
admitted that if a debt of such magnitude
18 to be saddled on the Province, other WAaYys
of spending £300,000 to its more mmediate
and. grenter advantage might probably be
devised. If anything like that sum, for in-

nelBlomee, pere Judiciously Lxpended o due

sproportions for the introduction of iminj-

vigrants, -and the making the districts best

viadapted for immediate settlement easily ac-

o cessible. from the natural ontlets for the

‘o produce;-of " such distriets, I believe the
benefit to the Province as a wholo would be
i;unqmpm*ably greater.

If the main object, however, is to prevent

... the possible separation of the western por-
tion of the Province from Nelson by making
. Nelson the outlet for the produce of the
:' - Buller and Grey districts, I do not think
, . thereis any evidence to show that such a
i & veversal of the ordinary results of the
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nataral confignration of tha couniry coild be
hl‘@l.lg]'lf} about by “this or ap Yy other rail-
woy. |

The Governmen b, therefore, have no hegi-
tation in acceding “to your Honor’s requnest,
that no decision in favor of ' this project
should be come to untilan opportunity hagheen
afforded for acquiring the add itiopal infor-
mation, alluded to by your Honor, edpetiilly
as the influx of a large body of gold digzers
would most materially alter the whole aspect
of the question. |

I need searcely 8ay In concinsion that the
fact of the nearly equal division of opinion
in the Provinecial Council, and apparently in
the public of Nelson, for and againgt the
scheme, is a strong confirmation of the pru-
dence of adopting the course suggested by
your Honor.

I have, &e.,
ArLrrED DOMETT.
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