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W2 All Public Notifications which appear in this Gazetle, with any Official Siguctare
thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made to those Persons
o whom they may relute, and are to be obeyed aecordingly.

By His Honor’s command,
J. C. .:.-:...LC—'{J.‘FD_ID Provineial Seere #; 578

OB X NELSON, MONDAY, MAY 4, 1563. o 12
Prwmclal Secretary’s Office, Nelson, | employed in exzmining the road work makes fve

May 4, 1863. |I days ;“this being deducted from the whele time. leaves

} thirteen days of actual travelling, from the Wes

HIS Honor the Superintendent | ©oast to Nelson :
directs the publication of the follosw- | From the 7 ho diacines at the Evell & die

ing Report, for general information. | tance of about s 2s e river by
| IEans of g canoe, 23 1 had previons] : - -

e UCRaonD, | proposed line of road between these places, wherever
Lrovincial Secretary. | =0 T TECSSEY TG0 40

VWe were peculiarlv favon vith weather oy
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NELsoN, April 27th, 1863 . :: o g
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T'o the PROVINCIAL SECRETARY, S T S e rivers low and ford-
BLIEDII - i --r|- 'r " : ' . -'-'-'~;':.I1.-L.1_ Wil t i ___"_.' LI
LG PAsSSage 1P oo T LVCL I e Canoe, durme g

“\TLl-::m ilum Ihu 'i"nul Lw» by :,uf-r ;*'_"_.‘.F.‘-_i route, '
through the walley of the Buller, and to lay before |  In my estimation the real difficnlties of this

yon, for the information of his ig-..n*.__'-_--: the duperin- | travelling have been mmch over-rated, both in the

tEI]tIf_’-]lt, I]ID :[TUHU“'i“}__" ri".l‘l"'j-[t . | ASCCiE At uesCent of te Tiver and | DelieEve that
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I left the mouth of the Buller on zi,_-_- afternoon of | kpg rledee of boating ‘ yuld ,. m the
the Eﬁ!]l a‘l-l-iljl, and arrived in Nelson at middle day | DOSSATE WL safty, either 1-"' '..‘: :- I, - %
on the 26th, making cighteen rL:r, in all ; of these - , .
however, seven days were consumed in cutting a Lo - rrse ko n et " — e L
through 111L bush, in the e ?;“ -:'-_.. Lyelland | ledee of the channel and its pecnlinmities, to enahbi
}tjﬂlllld fl‘in &ra, a4 distance l?. f abont i?_-'If'.." miles o the etk 'O BEnyicabc B at all Gmes ‘\_:'__*_ contdence and
map, increased to about fw l} e F_j.. .f:!‘-.~_}f_ cenliar, rooeh, certainty, and the occuy stion is at best, wet, roilsome.
and irregular formation of the ground sy} disgereeablc
This distance conld now be trave lled in three days |  Asl ug as the diggings are confined o the Ly
i”biﬂd-tl aof seven, L} ]tthL_L,L of the lf‘ F“ e BaYe Cur, pd LR LRI et ¥ N DOIRE, he ;-_.,L_.: i
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being a saving of four days, which added to one Iy
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T a tomptrate wenthoh O
apgleass 1111‘1{;9 s the cold of wanter it 1s difficull

may he availal

o . . wllock-track
It is quite probable that, as soonas 11]‘}11 ’;j} lw:ﬂlm* s
] ml"u "riluh? q system of packing, CU 1;‘1 ¢ woods will
% LI 'lr%:t\: will be cstahlished, and 1 1l f:..t w{ﬂmui'-
n; ILDE ‘l*yplix:uwﬂ recularly at the d];.‘:;._lllyb. B
ilEr? influcnced by the uncertainty QLIAVET ¥
IGINE o k : oSt
eaused by freshes and floods. Rt
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\bove the Lyell, the passage ©f Ihlu_ TIVer 18 1
{:; 43;1. aanoes, the falls becoming muci heavier an
safp for canoes, | .
more dangerous.
* ¥ scend 1n company, say
The canoes, which always ascend 10 COl 1{?. 0 11
0 are worked by natives, anc
ize. from ten or twelve
about three days in

eiolit or ten at & time, are
will carey, according to their s
ewt. up to fwo fons, OCCup} Ing |
the passage. ‘

The charge for a passage up the
man, the price of our at the r
and other stores in proporton.

When the question of a Road to the West Coast
was under consideration. and it became necessary 10
determine on some particular Toute on Ei'l}uﬁ} to com-
mence operations, it was decided, on'such in formation
as was then available on the subject, 10 commence
the road at a point in the Big Bush, to which a very
fuir road was then open, and to pursue, if practicable,
the following route, viz.—Through the Black Valley,
past the Rotoiti, through the Lake run, then by the
river Howard, and round the hill to Roto-roa, up the
Leader saddle, into and down the Mangles Valley to
1ts junction with the Duller, and thence along the
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The reasons for making choice of this line wiil be
made fully apparent in the latter portion of this

|
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L have accordingly examined this line of road, de-
ntial

1 more particularly to the most
difficulr portions of ityand am happy to be “able-to

state that it is practicable to form a good serviceable
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{or pack-puilocks or horses, for the whole dis-
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tance.

The fact of the country being covered for the most
part with dense and tangled bush and much fallen
and dead timber. and in places with loose rocks, ren-
lines, in many places,
fatiguing, but the real
4c way, thoungh formidable enoungh,

kad been led to anticipate.
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1l be practicably level and the work
CAsy ol execation irom the port to the first difficulty
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Gl any consequence, which oecors av a distance of
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id e mext at about 1wo miles forther on -
these consist mostly of cragey hill-sides, which ﬂ“iﬁ
ssitate some paiches of heavy side-cutiing with
nleovais, at a considerable elevation, Dt
10us obstacle, and capable of being
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Some of these ;311}11% are 1Lm \ d-:{p: Il_.l”'lﬂ? i conge-
quence, will materially lengthen the line of rownd o
| % 3 B : ,
ihis, however, 18 unavoidable.

Laree slips also oceur in places, and l.hu:-‘_u} will give
more trouble than almost any other kind of obstugle,
from the difficulty of getiing o solid i':vn.r:]a: across the
fye0 of themy or'of rising to such a height as to lLeagd

Lthom altogether, - They are, however, not numerous,
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Yo can all he muastered.

Iirom the Maruiato the Mangles River, and up thay
valley, to its second or upper portion, (S{JH]E#{]I}E]I land
intervening between) the country is all favourable
for road making. The Upper Mangles, where the
valley is narrow, will give some hittle trouble from
the soft nature of the upper soil, which will require
ditching and other works, to lay it dry, and render it
fit for a road ; but the substratum is good, being
composed of gravel, and the distance through this
description of country is not great. -

The gradient up this valley will be easy all the
way to the top of the saddle, from which to the Lake
Roto-roa is a very casy descent the whole way.

From the Roto-roa to the Howard we have to
ascend a range,” at a considerable elevation, but with
good gradients at both sides, and a favorable soil to
work 1n, with patches of rock at intervals. |

From the Howard through the ILake Run, across
is of a level character and mostly on sound ground ;

necessarily of a softer character is not bad; and is
capable of being made a good road. '

road will be completed to -the Roto-roa; and ‘that

drays can now be taken within about six miles of-that
place. - | i

The WGT}:;_S Irere I am gl{'i,ﬂ t[}" Say: are p_fﬂgi‘ESSiH g
satlstactorily; i NESE

At the western end of the road, a length of about
six miles from the Port was completed on my depar-
ture, and the work was progressing at the rate of
dbout two miles per week—should we be able to
keep up thisrate at both ends of the road throughout
the winter, the whole might Dbe completed right
through in about four months from this time ; but as
the winter will probably retard our operations con-
siderably, this time may be extended to six months.
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Long before this, hﬂ‘»‘?’ever,ﬂ’le road will be service=

able in a easure; at both the eastern and the wes-
tern extremity. |

Besides the actual road
fr:::‘m the mouth gp the
pointed a second

party working up theriver

ﬁullnck track, I have zleP-
: €r number of men under
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e " matE iom three to four foet wide, so as to enable
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fords, cut 16 Dest line, ag to gradients,
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S8 #ar as the Lyal) 1, &builte;l[ﬂﬂter should Je finished
our weeks,
I anney g lable of
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the Buller, and through the Black Valley, ‘the road:

the last few miles being through bush, which though

I’ may here state that in about a week’s time the.
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()  Black Valley ( o Z | slope and considerable : fucilities for rond-malking, and
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: J;-’L ond the saddle at the head of the Tadmor the
From what observations I have made, the South valle Sy eithier of the Elose e the Orwan: wie |
bank of the Buller, as far as the Lyell, appears to be | practicable line to the _t:r;;:r:_;- ? =
in cvery way h{:t-t-e_rr' suited for the purposes of road This wis eonsidered i eomoarie
making than the North bank. now in hand by the .’fz,”j. Gailer: i Eat's
It 18 also to 'be observed that a road on the South { sing through so much open lind, besides hav
banls, will communicate, directly, with much larger | already better communieation with Neleon, was. in
tracts nf rich and m"ﬂllahIL land, auriferous or other- consequence, preferred. the distance from Nelson by
wise, than occurs on the North side; lying in the | each route Leing about the same to o ¢
villeys of the Inangahua, Bblaruoia, Matakitaki, | the Baller. :
Mangles, Tutaki, and Ti raumeEn, g

u| T& T3 Y | =3 ot 1’1 e % ;
Bach of these valleys will iz,qumﬂ and Imu-l. nave a I have every reason to believe that as scon as the
rond of its own: and each of these roads must join

F
S Py COUntry 1S 1 d open by a road, zi;-.- liggings insfexd
some common line of communication, which will be of being confined to the I L|J & 1 G svcts ae thia
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furnished by the road now in progress. E;..*-.n.:_: of the Bualler nearer _r_{h,f} ﬂ_.:_:] be exfended at

This brings me to the consideration of another | onece to the Maruin, Matalkitaki Maneles and ofher
part of this subject. I am not unaware of what has | rivers and erecks, as well as the most workable parts
| | 1 y

: been done, during my absence, to find out a direct | of the Baller itself, for its whele lenath.
e 3 3 * T 3 2 T T e i 5 - e .
Ti}lﬂftﬂ the Buller, or more precisely, to the Lyell From its small size, the Lyell, should any erext
dm'gmgsi s | 1111:‘ T f.f men sam aceess {0 ir, oiost sonn be
However dESil*ﬂJIE this may hE ]’E will be at once worked oot plthouesh it 1s stail -:f:_-j,_-t:*:-* ool I a0D-
| = o

1- evident, that even if this could b ccomplished, it | E_I;H,x-_r L_;,r;f; of thefinest description.
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necessary to thoroughly lay open the very large and | o

extensive district of ihe Buller and those connected R N A = o y - g i

with it, as besides involving the necessity of having ) r} oprel I :,‘.*'"' : 11 s M g e
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a bridge or large ferry on the Buller, we should still I}*:..";'...,. el e :’ iy |
require the road along the river, as just described. :“’-I- = : |,,~ o LI . , SUIer,, 15 Wil HECESSaT)
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of one already commen ced, on the north bank of 11'_ E}I S T B ol f £ o il T
Buller, by way of the Dev il’s Grip, to exiend as far ‘ ‘L"";J_"’h"_ : _" [ “ | S - i i e #:
I as the L:, ell, or nearly so; this would open the val- | "FEEUIEE hl' i 2 SR T F vy
| leys on the north side, the Hope, the Owen, the ! g R N i ey g -
'i “\Iatiri nd another considerable wooded ';:LPL » | {n I.:'._'_. _| . ~ [IYe -_1_*; _ ._~;:- 3
' 1141110& 1}*; me the “ Newton,” and about a mile or i Lytteiton, = L Wis 2.T0R¢INCr SUTPTISEC ane CCig e
two westward of the Maruia, flowing into the l uller, | at the extent and apparent capadind . CEEREER&

with o general north and south course, apparently 10 | ¥yith a broad and deep river, haviag or both siles
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to 12 miles long at least, and from five to six miles | 5 Jaroe ares of level Iand, mostly in bush, between
|-' oastivard of what is gtnuruﬂy known by the name of | he beach and the hills it appeared to me the VEry
t-]'lL]' ]..::}'L'“ | Er' wee for a laree g IS riog \ LT ) Y CRENEE,

|

river to the he: ad: of- which Alr. Rochiort has | |
trated, under the impression that lie was in the | the bash is dense, but not beavil
| il 5 B gy : : .
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y o mSate gvadlable 101
5 v AromisIne districts ¢ ; z
There Are athet pm_t 3 1 of ywohich In
T:M{Lh‘uwm slong the Buller, e first of wi

. 1 1- , -4 1.' =l n-._
AV e Dwilea, o fine liat conl
noint of distance would ho the UwiK

try from 16 to 20 miles from the port.

The Inangahua, 25 miles {rom dasin x;hu“ 3 l‘: “r.: 1:?::{
attractive looking and eXtCnsive *h}:i v ii in'}t‘l‘l'l";i'llﬁ!l-
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doep 3 a place for a ferry could be found close by.

\ foot-track up the Maruia (this has already heen

blazed for some distance,) to communicate with the

coad from Hanmer Plain to the Grey.

At the Matalkitaki, a ferry to be established ; a very
ool place exists for it just above the 1?11‘@5{31113 fqrdi
which s in two branches, each about 60 yards wide,
and two to two and half feet deep 5 (also-a foot road
up the valley.) .

I may remark that just above this river, 1}_119 Buller
s fordable in ordinary weather, the Matiri valley
Iying opposite, of considerable breadth and extent,
and apparently offering facilities for a road being
made up it. Above this we come to the Mangles,
which we do not cross, except where it is very small,
and arrive next at the Roto-roa, or Dig Lake, Here
we have o good ford, cight to: ten chains wide, and
two feet deep when low, but ordinarily much higher.

A ferry should be established here with a good large -

TESEIve.

A bridge will, I think, be' needed on the Buller,

somewhere just below Roto-iti, where the banks ap-
pear to be high and favorable for its erection, and
the river of no great breadth. I should remark,
however, that this part of the river is easily passable
in ordinary times, and is neither deep nox broad. '

At the junction of the Black Valley and Big Bush

roads, a reserve to be made for an Accommodation
louse. e

It is gquite probable that I. may have neglénﬁed to

mention many points of interest connected with the
Buller district; but should such be the case, they
shall all be included in a supplementary report.

My report on the Buller and Grey Coal-fields shall
be prepared as soon as possible ;. and I shall concludé
this with a few brief remarks on the subject of rail-
ways, which may not be inappropriate here.

T.ooking to the probability of a railway being atno
very distany day required to, connect the large and

from time to time directed my attention to the sub] echy
and Ejlm_‘.if my last journey, am enabled te state thata
line, indicated generally by the course of the main
south road, viz,. by Wai-iti Valley, Motucka Valley,
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{iﬂlpf c:_fjllri be casily carried out, that the gradients
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important district of the Buller with Nelson , I have
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With referencs to the priactieabiiity of f
ilway from the ET:|]”{:}"W,}{” Villey to .‘-:“Fwnni Iy
ncquiintanee with the features of (he country in anc
ihout Wangapekn; as far as the Blue Crools rifff’i'illtf;i_
the Motuulka, ’g_.':.l“!'-}’ for ]|::;”~]r:vf i wliolo ]f*.llf_i‘Ih-_ 511‘”['
nlso with the country intervening between
Nni;@um enable me at once to state that a railway
could be formed without any formidable difficulty,
irom Wangapeka to Nelson, that the average cost
would not probably exceed £3.500 per mile, (possibly
nob-£3,000) without including the purchase of lane

it anel

Ihere would be a cholce of routes, v iz,, one by way
of Wai-iti Valley, over the range into, and down
Motueka Valley to the Tadmor range, and over the
Ladmor rangeinto the Sherry and Wangapeka plains,
Or instead of going into the Tadmor, proceeding fur-

ther down the Motucka valley, to its junction with
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irom the V3 .'--l!i"_"'r.‘:i’r"'_'!rf.l_" },,_T-,-;-,r onnd down that
its junction with the Motueks river, thence down the
}J“““'—.k;[' to the flaf land at lawer _-'.,rn.'t?!_.—:._, arid
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round the shore of Blind Bay, or by the course
roughly indicated by the road between Moutere and
Nelson.

This last deseribed line wonld also serve for open-
ing the Batten coal district, should i prove to be of
sullicient importance, as reported on by me last year.
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