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NELSON, WEDNESDAY, MAY 14 1sg

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. |

TurspAY, Max 13, 1862.

e Ninth Session of the Provincial Coun-
¢il was opened this day, at One o’clock, upon

which the following Address of the Superin-
icndent was delivered —

MR. SPEAKXER, AND GENTLEMEN OF TIIE
Provincian Councir—

1. Before alluding to those matters which are more

immediately connected with the past and present pro-
gress of the Province, I deem it my duty to refer to
the loss it has, in common with every other portion of
the British dominions, sustained by the death of the
Prince Consort. This duty I consider to be particu-
larly imperative on the present occasion, in conse-
quence of my having been absent on the West: Coast
for several weeks after the melancholy intelligence
reached this Province, whereby I was deprived of the
opportunity. of inviting the co-operation of its inhabit-
ants to an expression of sympathy with our beloved
Sovereign, and of paying the oufward marks of re-
spect 0 especially due to the memory of one who,
Fhether viewed as the husband of our: illustrious
Queen, as a promoter of the arts and sciences, Or 4S
‘heﬁal:nest advocate for the moral; intellectual, and
3]‘”“1 improvement of the condition of the humbler
hjas]fes of the people, must ever retain one of the
a]l% est positions in the affections of all who OWe
Eenf;f;nce to the throne of Epg]ﬂnd. : As the 1*e]1:;‘€&
= ml‘?BS of the people of this Province, asSerx el
" the first time since your election, you will I fee

nssured, take-this, the- earliest ‘

: - 1ako th opportunity afforded
;{?u‘ of forw arding an address of cnnduleg:e tgrgi%
)\ r:]Jest y on her irreparable loss

2. Adverting now to the ordina '

! : affairs of tl
I’rmfnce, I hu_ve the satisfaction oiymforming )’Ollﬂl
that its financial position during the past year has
been quite equal to my expectation; and although
the Revenue did not rea ‘ ¢

ch the amount anticipated
by the late Council,it has been, nevertheless,psuch

as to show ineach of the revenue departments most
satisfuctory results.

3. The total Customs Revenue for the financial
year cnded 31st March last was £20,994 16s. 1d.,
three-eighths of which being the portion (less the gold
duty, the whole of which is Provincial Revenue) al-
lotted to the Provimce, gave £7,539 12s. 2d., being
above  £1,500 beyond my estimate. The land re-
venue for the same period amounted to £20,413 17s.
8d.; while from miscellaneous sources the amount re-
ceived has been £5,423 8s. 4d.; making With the ba-
lance in the Treasury at the commencement of the
year a tolal'revenue of £39,440 13s. 2d., or £3,289
18s. 2d. in excess of my total estimate.

4. The management of that portion of the gold-
fields which comes under the operation of the Gold-
fields Act, having been delegated to me under the
specified limitations by his Excellency the Gm"ernutr,
it becomes necessary that 1 shonl_d request }-mr} _tg
make suitable provision for defraying thh_eﬂ C?Stf?:o ;n :
management, for keeping in repa;frd;he e
munication, and treating lftt qu_l?mv 151.1 ci;s :

<t important portions O * ;
m(‘;;; ?Ezaviest 3 em of expense connected with the

Collingwood gold-fields, exclusive 0{‘ g)f}%)f}iﬁc;orks,
has hitherto been ihat under the he:uf el
‘\Vith the decrease in the number © gers,
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ade in this depart-

which I have no doubt
(hinking should be cx-
¢ Collingwood under

hiction has heen M

1blio serriuc_:;
with mc 1n
partments &
1 Government.

responding e
ment of the pt
vou will concur

{ended to other ‘h{, u
the control of the Genert ‘
In addition 10 the Collingwood gu]d*ﬂulds, other

L] rmp
quriferous districts, illcl.mling ltllmsc 01]1111,01.1112;11111131‘:%
Wangapeka, Baton, Waimangal Lfﬂ,‘lflflll rf:h 111:JI‘U b
neen prospeeled and- partially WOrkcd, ML A
loss success. 1 have not c011§1u1u1ctl lt] IEL:.]DE:..-. %m_
hring cither of (he 1:!:11:{:-5 ]'IlUllll}}]ml.l it Cl '*11:(; lz;lt‘ lllu::
iion of the Gold Iticlds Act, 11 Lmlb:rle{I]LtTtUEFI}III‘—

Jimited number of diggers cm]‘ﬂ?{r‘ml; Al P
tenlarly good conduct in preserving UIC DEEEE;

speeling, a8 they have done, eacl u}lwr‘s 1'1;:]11-:-? m'ul
mutually aiding onc another in cAXTYING oul thcn1 c:m )
views of equity in the ﬂ]:]mrllglununt of the ]:.uur [:{11}-
stituting their claims. By this very qxcmpl:‘u"}ﬂ f,{;;l—
duct, the expense of CommiSSIONCTs, with their stafls,
has been avoided; and it will be as pleasing to you as
i 18 Lo mo Lo know that no circumstance has hitherto
come to my knowledge showing {he nccessity for the

mnplu_‘;nwflb of a singlc constablc.
Should, however, o large nc;cc:ssiun {o the present
number of diggers take place, 1t 1S scarcely to be ex-
.y state of things will

pected (hat this highly satisfactory staic
romain, It is probable that an addition to the pre-

sent number:may include. some lawless characters, in
which case it will be my duty, for the purposc of pre-
serving lawand order, Lo appoint the necessary officers
wilh o suflicient forcc at their command to eflect
these objects. I am, however, reluctant lo advise
(hat any swm should be specifically voted Dy you for
this purpose, which, 1f not required, could not, in con-
sequence of 4 recent Act of the General Assembly, be
applied to Public Works. It, therefore, appears to
nie 1o ‘be desirable that any sums voted for this or
similar purposes, would be better brought under the
heading & Miscellancous Services,” thereby leaving it
to the Government 1o appropriate it to such objects
as -{he interests of the Lrovince may, in its opimon,
require.

5. Iitherto I have not shrunk from the responsi-
Dilily of expending portions of the public revenue on
objects which I have considered likely to promote the
welfare of the Province, although they had not been
previously voted by the. Council. In so doing, how-
cver, I have been fully conscious of the weight of that
responsibility, and I have never exercised it without
fecling confident that my acts in so doing would mect
with the approval of the people as well as their repre-
sentatives. I am happy to say that in no one instance
Jiave 1 been deceived in this respect, the Council hav-
ing always voted the sums so expended in its subse-
quent Session.  The Audit Act of the General
Assembly, to-which I refer, makes this mode of pro-
C‘{__:L‘(llllj_{; no longer practicable, as, under its provisions
cxpenditure by the Superintendent of a province of
any:sum cither not voted by its Provincial Council
Jur 1:3 (XCCSS ?f 1Ls votes, is made an oflence, to whic]i
llI:LLi:Lj; Ei,lcillljllli?rud(ﬁd t::l%ller'pe]nnltics arc attached. - I
that would rendl:r n'lyeti‘i-]ﬁtttt mt* : shm!ld co,uny et
oflence, much as I rt:-n"rett1 tl et O lora 1_3(:11:11
that may arise o \c Injury and Inconvenience
e y arise fronj the mode in which it is proposed
y Lhis Act to attain an objeet in itself laudable,

0: 1:}[ Yy opinion on the New Provinees Act has heen
:]n':.:-'uj_ lan once frankly stated to you. On the present
ﬁhm.siun 1L appears to me adyisable to call your atten-
wi:; ?ic-pusmuu m which you might be placed
whm:hll t;?}:;(,b lo _u[ny ﬁ@lllmncms on the West Coast
: considerable number of - dj o
el / g oI -diggers resor
lllfi,”:!:tii' :101_1 1'110 aware that any personb(%m 'l(!qllil‘{l:

smier's right for the sum of £ & I
A ; of £1, and {] ]
-l I ¥ 1 * « lnt '
Ight confers the power of voling™ at "El(‘(:li[t)]li!l;

Under the New Provinces \
d rf. but ?Ul holders of minél-%t i L
L) T -
ercction of the West Coast di’f;tbl'::ghtﬂ to “'“11111 \

. . 5

Province. In authorisi 1Ct 5

& . 10rising {) Into _"Mel

will be requested to do. of ]mfe CXp 171(1i[n{L . 'llﬂrEhL'

open and otherwise facilitating ), Simg rl‘e, ag 311}'&
¢ C sct |

part of the country, it ct r
noturally consider‘}irl’; [-lzsislfﬁl)‘l‘s {0 ll‘tetla?:‘@l‘t ()mhl"g
somc steps towards ]TI‘OCIIItinE? t}hnt ou oy, You it
Act n quc_slmn, at least by 1]";0
er 6 Gectors ) cmves SCTAbIY:fncroarell of ol
2 : amount of o C:L‘}ln Smne
claim separation from the par c“tl‘lﬂnuon th? luy,.
]]i{lI‘C.].IIII'[ICIEI:LI‘]_}’ necessary yyj 1r01~ince Ileq %
exercising this power will cont 1ICre 1), 1.10 Tl is
those who from the nature of tiu" a larga l‘lulntinn
ducements to change their plae ap . WVe )
Uonscqucfnl]y, arc less lilcely ¢ ‘i Of resi{lmmnm
settlers in such a district {lan 2 osgome popyr W

other occupations.

7. The General Government )y
alterations in the steam postal se 2{1‘\‘111_ R
which I have been informed ip dﬂ 1CC of (], S0
the Postmaster-General, I haye L Private Joyy, (
conclusive steps in the matter 1111)1?5";]’””0{1 taking
benefit of an expression of your o ].] 1 coulq hn\% Ay
posed arrangements.  The nller‘llt;'llon upen u,e]}[l_h“'
made is, as you are aware, the rémg:vl ]tllzlf; HE hr::-h
!me of stcamers Dbetween Sydney g 1] of {he direcl:
T'o provide a substitute for thisjt ; ok SUrai,
to the Inter-colonial Royal Mail é” PToposeq 1 1'},1;
£5,000 a ycar as a subsidy for 1.1:::]]]!““'}' L su:ni{;r
from Sydney to Cook Strait and 1, {;{“}g & sleanp
touching only at two of the Ul!‘eem <IN the gy,
Wellington, and Canterbury. Of [].‘I 1“11,3 of Nelsoy,.
is to be paid by the Gunuml_G.:)\-Lh;-iu’“”“, £2,000
remaining - £3,000 is 10 be raised 1 fnt,ln—unl" und the
three provinces just named. The {le ‘E” out of (e
consideration will be, whether it is ugvi b j]{;ll lor your
subsidy of £1,500 a year for a sur.-;mu}:-}‘L {]U- 0 pay a
parcntly to be used for ‘the conveyanee ‘:: SO L
and merchandise only; a business W]Ii{:]llﬂ DASSCNgers
reason to believe would be of suﬂicicnbmf?m a0
importance to induce the placing of a qlm”u:sleut and
hue_ without any bonus whatever. *]rn,-qu.“'n.””s.
the impolicy of saddling the future reventios of (i
1’1~q\'{1100 with o sum which would probably llh:: ,t'}l l] IC
anticipation, nearly afourth of its share of the (}{ui‘th 2,
revenue, while we have also to provide a subsid ?u;ur:
our l’rm‘h_]{:iul steamer, I am of opinion ll‘l'lL'} l]l::-;
stcam scrvice of the colony should be wholly 1r::n'iul l
by the General Government out of the “J‘]“ by

¢ general reve-
nues of Ne':v Zealand; and that any scheme to be
liﬂf’l”-_eq by it should include the establishment ofa
direct line of mail steamers between Australia and
Cook Strait.

8. Som? time baclk I received a letter informing me
ll]lilfi his Ixcellency the Governor would authorise the
raising, by ilie Province, of a loan to defray the ex-
pensc of the erection of a new IPost-oflice, and also,
though this is doubtfully indicated in the letter, of a
new Gaol in this Province. As I have heard no con-
plaints whatever of the insufliciency of the huildings
at present used for those purposes, I -am not awarc
thatany urgent necessity exists for any such expend-
IEUI'U-_ Lhe letter, however, states that, unless the
111'0\*1111::1:11 Legislature will make such provision, the
Government will feel itself called upon to proposc 0
the General Assembly, at its next Session, 10 SaU®
tion the necessary expenditure charging the amoubb
against the Province. = This letter will be Jaid efore.
you, and I shall be glad to receive the expression o
your opinion upou it.

_ 9. There is much greater and more pressing nece
sity for a Lunatic Asylum, Had the llouse of Jic-




confirmed _the  engagement )

50111“ili$51_}}r ihe Jate Colonial Governmeyy (

mal]

| hl‘ ul(_';
50D, g

# {' LY
1?:,[[ el 1‘1f + anlrul Lunntip Asylum at Ne
C “ml 0 .‘" lescquence ol that C]]gﬂg

' 1 y AP :
or “""f};'fr ed by the Provinee, the reproach, yy

cment, g gj(q
hicl
: Sling
fortung (o

g lulwrb:inmlcquate provision at present axj
U
{he

re and maintenance o_f these un
for the " 4ts upon our ;59(:,1111 condition, would long 0o
NS C;En rclﬂo‘fcd' :lhq srmu.llr building noyy SCoyE
pave > naties 10 this m“,'ll 1:‘;* as_crected only fop
l‘i‘:d hyqﬁ pecupation unbll the General Asylum
tl‘lnpﬂnl Y puilt. It has, of course, far too littic ge.
Joul¢ ){jml for all the patients requiring i, Phe
mnunoh}} = crnment has lately published an A et i
Gencr® qced into the General Assembly next Sessi’m]
peintr iise. the Governor to cause Provineial A gy
; wn crected ab the expense of th_c pm?inees I'}e-
jums 177 Giould they not, wilhin a given time, (g)cq
specive 1’1110“ themselves.  On every account, {1yere.
(his l!lll4s i”c“nﬂjmlt upon us ﬂ.tr once to I]]'(p;ide {for
furﬂ,llr:blishment of this illSl‘lLl_]Li{)ll. I trust that if
th -visbc cabmitted toyou, s it is my intention to dg
a bill, g me o raisc & loan for this purpose, it will
our cordinl concurrence, as wcll as the sanetjon
5 Tixcellency the Governor, who has alread

S (] T » W L
ﬂrﬂ],]:]ist‘ﬂ (hat sanction to loans for objcets mueh Jess
T

i 1[:]153'.]]]0- .
' uurl[l‘;u shercascof the publ‘w'dcbt for the last-naned
ot I regard as almost forced upon us by circum-
ﬂ],"ltces But opposed as Iam, as o general principle
5“13"1“{“.@ upon those who succeed us peeuniary hup-
:{zus of this kind, 1 think it my duty to recommiend
you 10 longer Lo dclay llj_u approprintion of an annual
L Lo comence & sinking fund for the liquidation
of our previous debt, and that now proposed Lo he in-
curred. A Dill will, therefore, be brought in Lo enable
me Lo invest any Suthl u]apl'n]__u'uttuﬂ by youin the man-
yor most likely Lo securc this desiruble objcct.

10. T come now (o the cflorts which ave been made
during Lhe recess, Lo open up t.hu country. In my ad-
Jress, on opening the lust Session of the Council, [ al-
lnded Lo the hope, then entertained, that wroute might
b found from the upper part of the Wai-au river to
(e Grey district. The passes through which Lhis
ronte had been expected Lo be discovered, had been ex-
plored, us then 5;1:1[01], but Wll-]lt'llll; leading to the re-
sult desired.  Since then, one of our most enlerprising
explorers, M. John Rochfort, has succceded in pene-
(rating from thic Grey to the Hamuer Plain by the
Aliwura river.

Mr. Rochfort having agreed Lo point out this roule
lo Government, provided a bonus were paid him for
the information, 1 consented to pay the sum required;

and immediately sent o person on the part of the Go-
vernment Lo report upon the practicability of the roule
for o bridle track. ‘I'his report proving very salisfac-
lory, a road parly was scb to work without delay up-
on the new: route.  When myself in the Grey district,
Ldireeled another party, under Mr. Rochlort, Lo com-
mence al the other (the western) end of the line, at
e junction of the Ahaura and Grey, so that, in o few
months at the farthest, I trust that a horse road will
beal last opencd, which, though o circuitous one, will
Wleast allow our settlers to enter and occupy this
listrict with sheep and cattle.

The delay that has taken place in attaining even
H“s I:esult, has been as much a matter of regret (o
I':ltilﬁ overnment as it could have been to any of Lhe
{he nté But it has heen unavoidably U(:CilSlOllCI:l j)?f
cal) el_{fsf'}'}’ of endeavouring to find a 1*u.1_Llly 1111}{,}1—‘-
lany 'lll: S to the westward, and by the failure ol lll(:
ohicot. cpls that have been made to achieve the
ot Lallude parliculavly to the explorations of

H]E Y A A 3 “ ' 3 -
M \.,1110}':;1'1111111!13‘ into the Upper Waiau Lrom Lake
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putting them up for salc by
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11{1. A Cth 1l }QPHU i - b
Smndiem.}) and {),0 :}F been proposed P SFoACOWn
me furg), T inves ter itselr S0 all ()0
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I askiy
Se s & Toad il fann s o ang for ra-
is gratifying ¢ ad al once in {his gipes.

that, altho .
. * ? ]_1!
mately be made 'y qpay - PCISIVE one, it gh this

available 1oy for
13 5upposed (o 1 1q)
cenlral ranges which
lormer geagon.

» 03 its course
OW the snow-leyg] of the higﬁ

are rendered impassab]o at the

and w]mt'slmulﬂ )

18 doing
by land wig) the %

5. 10.0pen a communication
here obserye it ;Yrﬁsli{gﬁn?t. Mml_nwhik;, 1 may
soon ag the line cmnu'mn. 11 ort has listructions, as
Alnura ang Hanmer yl: E’EL' I‘lt cach end; between (e
o make a ¢leay ﬁml,-tlmtlll-l_f'lb vefore noted, is finished,
to the mouth of the Grey. wrom the Alaura. junction
Lo the Buller AR L) thence up the coast
mouth s continuing the coast-li
Heapliy. or Wakapoai river nnff ur:' tg a&“pn . th{!
e e iy ‘ ) ingw
1l'hml“-lllr greatly inereasc the facility of cnlnnl;:u?i'i{_
oL, LPhLﬂlggurg and foot-travellers between e
several districts of the West Coast. b
. Lhis being done with respeet to thie opening of {li
district by land, the next object is to open it from the
e and for this purpose, in my opinion, our most
advisable course at present would be to gel the best
rond practicable from the mouth of the Buller River
to the Thackeray Valley, because of thie greal supe-
riority of the mouth of the Buller as a shipping-port
to that of the Grey River. -A report, by Mr. Clous-
ten, will be laid before you, containing his opinion on
the respective capabilities of the two river-mouths as
harbors, ‘I'hat of the Buller has been carefully sur-
veyed by him, in conjunction with Messrs. Brunner
and Burnctt, and its geographical position laid down;
which, I may remark in passing, proves (o be closely
in accordance with that given in (he New Zealand
Lilot. '
11. A great and reasonable desire, fully parlicipa-
ted in by the Government, exists that something shquhl
bo done Lo accelerate the occupation by scttlers of the
Woest Coast.  As far as relates to the atlainment ol
(his object by road-making, I have said what appears
to me Lo be the utmost that the means al our dispos-
al will enable us to do. The oth_er prmmpul neans 1ur
stimulating the settlement of this parl of ll}U‘ 10:]11“1[:!‘;:
:s undoubtedly the mode of disposing olgavia
lands. e
Thiese, 4S you are aware, can 011.] y be fltmllt‘ 111. 1.lllr l:i}
o ee with the regulations cstablished b
slrict accordance Wl S \Waste Tand Regula-
faw for thal purposc; and the oﬂl:ir 1115;'01‘ o S
tions give the (JU\'Qlfl}lllF‘llti ljul-uul e lons
than  that ol SUXVEYHS S wetion to the highest

bidder. ; ay out the land
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anyson, SOulhwurd; and of thosc leading {rom
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' ito the hands of 1 : N\ Rer it
f”-”{”% 1—"11: to bocore possessed of thbem. This might
may UCs) nt, had the assent

' e exle
) ] have been done, to son LS
e i amended WWaste

' ‘ the
niesty been obtained 10_1 .
Tt ho resolutions passed

nal settlers on

cing, and would have been especially suitable

I am speaking of, and to the class of set-
expeeted to beconie thieir first occu-
<o amended regulations,
their opera-

plm‘l‘ act
vond-mal

to the lands

tlers who may be
When 1 learn that the

every chanuel open to me, whatever ndy

district possesses for settlement.
ighbourhood of the

19. The conl-field in the ne

Buller has been proved, from recent st minations made
for the Government by Mr. Burnett, to he of consider-
able extent, and to contain coal of the very best
quality, fully equal to that found at the Grey; while
it is so situated as to leave no doubt of the possibility
of working it so as to secure d highly remunerative
return to those who may embark in the undertaking.
“Phe preliminary report of Mr. Burnett, o a portion
of {his conl-field will be laid before you, by which
it will be seen that there are four seas,
varying in thickness from five to twelve feet, most

as to be pronounced by that

wentleman highly favorable for working; the dip
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for its cqnst‘ruction on the pJ;
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an iron bridge were subm;
and, as the lowest tendern ;1552(1 to ¢ g“léstl'uetignu’“
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cess of tllle sum voted, I have cod Was mu‘f*em ennf
o refer the matter to you for nmdered Hch in b
whether the superstructure s]mli =3 CCisiqn  Sab)
On 0

14.. I have again t

¢ = 0 call th : .

sentatives of the Province to‘i]f]lltent_mn of {)

came to this scttlement, under € claimg 1c TCpra.,
ments made by the New Zﬁnlmll}g

= QIELCS lati nbodying 1
o | Land Regulations CIFEE == ARG AT ?
= [I :n - the last session of {iris Couneil.  Those amend BUER L !
1 | ments, you arc awaie, enabled thc.(x?vermnent to .1cdtu;111f‘a;1qng_ which will sujt 5 € OF \rpoa 85 18
" 1 land. to be paid for by them in_ & ceeadc withianthe meantime. r e;tllel‘, bEi?lr Irop
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¢cases 1nca TIY t\Tﬁ‘nty years ago (]C;:n}]pan .ngngg.
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|
Il pants. b :
| although they are mueh more limited 1
| tions than I or the previous Council desired, have be= | chich time their claims t D t}y’ g
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