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No. 3.

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

Trespay; Aermn 30, 1861.

Tnr Eighth Sessiou of the Provincial Council
was opeuned  this day, at One o’clock, upon

which occasion the following Address of tho
Superintendent-was delivered :—

MR, SPEAKER, AND GENTLEMEN OF TIIE
Provixciar CouNcin—
1, It will I doubt not be ns satisfactory to you, as
- the representatives of the various districts of the Pro-
vince, as it is to me, to meet after the lapse of nearly
cight years since the introduction of representative
Institutions, in a building the property of the people,
~ Instead of being obliged to hire, as has hitherto been
the case, one from other public bodies of the Town.
The building in which you are now for the first time
assembled, will, I trust, be found not only sufficient
for your requirements as o legislative body, but also
for carrying on the chief departments of the Public
Service ; and this Hall in particular will; I liope, be
Tound useful in several ways in contributing to the
public welfare and happiness. That so long a period
should have passed without this Province having
¢eén possessed of a suitable building wherein to carry
on its neeessary public business, may appear remark-
able when it is remembered that several Societies,
orming gections of our community, have for some
Years past been in . possession of edifices suitable to
their requirements.  The delay however will not, I
:helieve be regretted, since it has in some measure
Justified the erection of one, which, while it amply
D;'ovitles the room requisite for all the departments

also in its external appearance
2. In my address to you,

t]_le doubt I entertained that the Revenue of the Pro-
vince might be diminished by

! t, to o larger portion
than five-eighths of the Customs Revenue. This

was intimated in the despatch of the Colonial Secro-
lary, a copy of which was laid before you. But in
deference to the opinion of the House of Representa-
tives no reduction has been made in the three-eighths
allotted to the Provinces. This proportion of the
Customs Revenue added to the amount received front
the Land Fund, made the revenue for the past year
exceed my Estimate, and enables me again to con-
gratulate you on the financial position of the Pro-
vince. Tbe total Customs Revenue for the year
ended 31st March last, amounted to £17,813 0s. 8d.;
the Province’s share of which, exclusive of Gold
Duty, amounted to £6,410 14s. 9d., being £910 14s.
9d. above mny estimate; while the Land Revenue
accruing to the Province for the same period
amounted to the sum of £22,840 13s. 8d. (exclusive
of £1,203 8s. 6d. paid to the Central Board of Edu-
cation) being £7,840 13s. 8d. in excess of the amount
estimated by me, making a total from these two
sources of revenue of £29,231 8s. 6d., and of £8,751
8s. 5d. above my estimate.

3. It will I am sure be satisfactory to you to know
that through this healthy condition of our finances I
was enabled 1o render assistance to the families of
our unfortunate fellow-colonists of Taranaki, w!m
sought refuge amongst us from the dangers and dis-
asters attending the native rebellion, which 1t is t‘o
be hoped will be shortly brought to a satisfactory
termination. You generously, and with a confidence

-

Ofthe Public Service for which it was designed, is

for which I am thankful, left it to my diseretion, in

] worthy of our position
as a P’rovince,

| ; on the opening of your
last Session, I deemed it my duty to- express to you

_ | the requirements or
clams of the General Governmen
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to ndvance such sums
tances ‘might require;
ol r s it has been to.mcC,
fllfacs to know that the sum of

b of much pleasure Jennced before arran ge-
1 ] pounds which I ady N ~vernment
six thousand| by the General Governi ;
. ition of those

made
nils Cﬂﬂld be . . d

s terially to ameliorate the con {rong &
aided ot - presentﬁd so sirong

' nfortunate position
;;;l:i?seo:: our symp:tlhies and support. i

4. In consequence of this advance, son;c\g;::;zh o
Ihcil’ublic Works, for the executm: ;1 e
sum had been voted, were delayed, ;t 11] r?teness i
for the present, in consequence of the e
season, been postponed until the cmmn.c] ld Itﬁf"im’def‘
districts which have been least attendc

. eontaining the
these circumstances have been tlmmij }r{.ulnrmignll;é L
smullest pﬂpulntinn, and as such are 1K€

inconvenience
{o the Jeast mcony enience. ;
] vour last
Neo Drnlie Works carried on since O
5. The 1 ablic Works e

Session have been chiefly such as wc;izl nl{rew 000
menced when 1 last addressed you. 1e d

has been, as you are aware, some time cmuplcterl,qqd
* to t tent the advantages anticl-

i-0s to the fullest ex :
realizes The iron lighthouse, sent

nted from its erection. _ :
ghr ‘o Lncland before your last meeting, was to be
3 last mail, with every

<hi as I learnt by the :
shipped, as I learnt D f the building and the

appurtenance for the erection 0 :
naintenance of the light in the completest. order, on

board the Glenshee, on the 95th of I'ebruary last.
'MLe letters detailing these arrangements will be }md
before you; and I take this opportumty of publicly
expressing my Sense of the obligation updar WIIEC]I,
I think vou will agree with me, the Province of Nel-
con lies to the gentleman to whom the power of
accepting the contract, and deciding on other matters
connected with the work, was entrusted—N\r. James
Stuart Tytler, of Edinburgh, who on so many 0CCi-
sions has. evinced, by active services, the intcrest he
tal-es in the settlement of which he was one of the

most valued pioneers.

6. The laree sums voted by you, and placed at the
disposal of the respective Road Boards, have enabled
them, not only to keep the main Trunk lines in a
state of good repair, but by aiding in several instances
the residents on and nearthe Branch lines, to put
those lines into such a condition as will in many cases
hear comparison with the main ones and contribute
much to the prosperity and convenience of those resi-

dent in their neighborhood.
7. The Gold Fields’ Act having made the Colling-
wood and part of the Takaka District, an almost
totally distinct and isolated part of the Province, so
far as their government is concerned, and there be-
Ing no provision on the Act whereby either the
bupermtendent of the Province, or this Council can
claim to be made acquainted with its operation, I am
unable to give you any official information as to its
progress or otherwise., I have however caused the
sums, which I placed on the Istimates and ‘which
were voted by you, to be expended under circum-
stances with which you will be more fully informed
']'f] th‘e correspondence which will be laid before you
- ]E sums expended by me on that District since the
! [ftncillr::aeal{ltg ofp;;‘atn;n :]11110unted 10.£7,893 15s. 1d
st of March last. T c s
dered to be necessary for the Ilul'y;z{:nworhs'l ey
and future progress of what I am stﬂlregélsl;‘:t:neuti‘
viewing as a compo ] . U520
Province, and T slll:tlll]?::]i; l;gcflll;_lportnnt pez Of‘ X
to vote some further sums forl?ln tq IR oL ou.
certain portions of the works amief b Of
Or some repairs

my advisers,
fthe circuims

conjunction with

as the exigen
and it cannot

- Tendered necessary by the late disastroys floods

8. On former occasions I']
’ asions 1 have alluded to t}
tlreeslgrt; and to the different out-lying Distficgt;&;g
vince, on the construction and extension of
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Acheron may now be consiqg
~venient bridle road, for {},a o

which its advance so ereatly
line to Canterbury hy the "\

‘]‘:’Pc-n ds.

Uray
ed g

: 00
; . ‘ > iy s $ Su]‘n
heart of the Province, thoug), SU"‘C‘P g

remain to be eflec T3 %
ted which aye NG inlm o

9. The road then
C 1 Ce t]lr{)l]gh t]lQ \ 1 UgTQ
the Coast and some other works ; m
for reasons which I have b(’-‘f‘oi 1
account 9f the great demanq ¢, 1«] Stat
vincial Engincer for other Works 1C ling
postponed to next season s beey

10. The branch road fy

GrC:)* Distr:ict; by Lake ?i]zznﬂm Midd]e in
Waiau, “which from the exyp) -}'SQ“ an( “1010 the
was expectedswould. be fﬂlil}dﬂm,“m'fs of lﬂsﬁ Uppey
whole route, appears from ﬂlé‘lactmnhlﬁ al e j;
explorers, to present more difficy] l{‘el’ﬂl‘ls - I8 th
into the Valleys leading into {}q (l}e*-* bout ).
were anticipated. The line opened bl ey 1 istriu{
and Maling, alluded to in my Add y Messrs_ ot gy
but the two streams supposed 1 vﬁ €Y De N ? Wi
lead il}to the Ahaura (a great trii,) t}]ut gentle
were found by the subsequent etm:jl.lry Of the Gpe.
Maling and Handyside to turn ‘Su I {‘ﬂtlmls of ) ESE-'?)
ward and fall into the Waiay l{i\-é denly to (,f:”
ations may yet prove a pass to b Lurtliep gy
Grey in that direction, whep SUII"!EITSi‘tlU]mE :

th

1
Gorg, * g

q:fﬁcu]uaq of the country hay , lafy
little road-making. 1 e been remgye,
aking.  In the meantjye th‘-"aﬁ{l by 4
CNjgy,

of Government has been directed tg :
on the northward and westward |, O{W"“IE L Toy(e
and the valleys running south ﬂ.a‘};‘[nu”t,ﬁrlhur
River to the Buller, recommendeq Ln:l \l[h,e I{
Elpd aCross t]?:re last named river by tl?cill: ] '
Thackeray Valley to the Grey.” My éll"_‘ngﬂluumr
exploring the former part of this rﬂilt if‘fet_m: 0w
result of his labors prove satisfactory ite:n:};}d I the
continuation- of the road to the new‘dirrégilsnsI;?lr[:llﬂ
= =) e

neighborhood of the Wangapeka.,

11. The road to these dicoj :
AT d to these t]lggmgs at present in use s
e old one oy Er Spooner’s range from Iy il
the Motueka Valley by Norris’s Gully, A pnrh.t-[{
now emp]u_}'ed in continuing this dray road up 'n:E
Tadmore Valley, and across the Tadmore range
the Sherry and Wangapek ' it

Sherry | angapeka plains ; so that in about
a month’s time a dray road will be opened fram Nel-
son to the head of the Wangapeka plain, within feu
miles otr the spot where the diggers are actuallyaf
work. This last ten miles of the road will be opened

as a bullock traclk in about a fortnight.

12. A mnew road, by which a saving of fourteen
miles in distance to the diggings will be effected, hus
been indicated and partially explored, and-there 1S
little doubt that the result of these exploratious,
which are still going on, will be a practicable Toute
for drays from Waimea West, by a valley which hus
been named Dove Dale, into the Motucka Valley
and thence- up the Wangapeka River to the P]Fi“”
that name. “This line will also open up a consider®
ble quantity of available agricultural Jand, in the

valleys intervening between Waimea West and {be

Motueka, which it is highly desirable to render a¢-

cessible for settlement, either by our old settlers or

newly arriving immigrants. ; :
nication, and als?

13. For greater facility of communi Talley, &
to open up the available land in Iigeon Yaig )
bullock-track should be made, connectils ﬂle“rr{;t
up the latter valley with the one from Waunet

through Dove Dale to Motueka.

14. The new tracts of available

: - sur-
have just alluded, in addition to those already S

(he means

veyed and for sale, supply, as I have sai 7 cuffviont)y
of settling a considerable population, an¢ 5
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yrove the groundlessness of the notion—which has
L rtainly been ltrmlnuml,'uqu possibly owes its origin
Lo the comparanive superiority i this respect of some
qnore favored provinees—that the land available for
the Jocation of immigrants in the Provinee of Nelson
has been uxlu}uﬁletl. F” 111{1113 already surveved and
for sale, at prices varying from five shillings to one
jound per acre, and of course of various qualitles, and
at distances {from the central town more or less con-
sillcl‘ﬂ-me‘ we have 110\':' about lt)'[‘.'l.}*-hvc thousond
LCTCS, independently of the Amuri Jands, and other
jands surveyed but not yeb assessed. It is obvious
{hat to turn this vnlqnble property to account, the
first thing necessary is to make it accessible by good
dray-ronds ; and I confidently expect that you will
agreo with me that our most 111{01'111 votes should be
for the formation of this class of' Public Works, even

though to the diminution of votes for the maintenance

and repair of roads already made in the old settled

and peopled districts.

15. The power of legislating on Crown lands is
vested, as you are aware, exclusively in the General
Assembly, But as that body refused to legislate on
<ome subjects nlecting theso lands last Session, until
it had Dbeen shown that the proposed legislation had
the approval of the Provincial Council of the Pro-
~ince concerned, it may be presumed that any altera-
tions or amendments in the Land Regulations re-
commended by you would be given effect Lo by the
General Assembly.  Certain amendments in those |
Regulations will' be proposed for your approval in |
the shape of resolntions which can be embodied in an
Amendment Act by the Assembly. The qllief of
1liese relate to some improvements which [ think
<hould he made in the mode of leasing the mineral
Jands of the Crown, and which will, I doubt not,
receive at your hands that consideration which the
importance of the subject demands. By others of
these amendments I propose that provision should be
made for payment in land for road-moking, to a limi-

ted extent, in districts about to he opened for settle-
ment.  “T'hese clauses will meet the case of intending
scltlers who desire to occupy n particular district,
and may be willing to pay for the land they wish to
purchase, in labor on the roads made under the direc-
ton of Government to render the lands accessible.
I'his system, which has been adopted and legalised in
the neighboring Province of Canterbury, would, I
believe, greatly encourage and facilitate the settle-
ment of perhaps the best class of immigrants, on
lands at some distance from the Town of Nelson..

16. The praiseworthy sacrifices of time and trouble
made for the public good by the

_ . Volunteer Companies
of the Province—to which it 5

_ 18 in all probability
owing. that the more general >

muil \ ~and irksome duties of
the Militia service have not been imposed upon the

public—seem to entitle them to every acknowlede-
ment and assistance the latter can render them. T
have, therefore, thought it only just that the ordinary
expenses incurred by the companies should be defrayed
out of the General Funds. I have accordingly placed
a small sum on the Iistimates for this purpose; and,in
order that their exertions may not be virtually thrown
away by the impediments to sufficient rifle practice
which the expense of ammunition would otherwise
create, I have set down a sum sufficient to double the
allowance made to them by the General Government.
(7. The most important subjeets which demand
legislation are those which, as I have said, can only be
dealt with by you in the way of resolutions. Bills on
some minor points of local requirement have been
prepared which will be immediately laid before you.
18. I have now only to express my sincere desire
that yvour labors may tend to promote the happiness
and prosperity of all classes of the inhabitaunts of this
Province.

I vow declare this Council open for the dispatch
of business.

J. P. Ropixsox,
Superintendent.

Prl.{IN'l'ED*BY R. LUCAS, PRIDGE STREET, NELSON.
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