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By Iis Honour's command,

ALFRED DOMETT, Provincial Secretary.
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NELSON, MONDAY, MAY 2, 1859.
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Provincial Secretary’s Office, Nelsoﬁ,.
April 26, 1859.

IS Honour the Superintendent directs the publication of the followi
H general information. P e following Returns for

e

ALFRED DOMETT, Provincial Secretary.

REPORT OF THE CENTRAL BOARD OF EDUCATION.
FEBRUARY, 1859.

To his Honour J. P. Ropinson, Esq., Superintendent, Neison.

Str—I have the honour to forward to you
the enclosed Returns of the Schools nnder the
control of the Board, and the accompanying
remarks of the Inspector.

The report of their Committee has already
put you in possession of the suggestions for
further improving the condition of the schools
which have been considered and -adopted by
the Board. Until it is known how far these
can be carried out in practice, the action of
the Board is necessarily confined to the super-
intendence of the schools, the économical and
impartial distribution of the funds at 1ts
disposal, and to the improvements which the
education loan for building purposes enables it
to effect, ‘

| Owing to difficulties which have arisen

respécting the terms on which the property of
the Nelson School Society should be trans-
ferred to the board, much less has been done
in the way of providing additional accommoda-
tion than was anticipated ; but where no sach
cause of delay existed, some progress has been
made. | |

Thus, at Hillside, Suburban-north, a dwell-
ing-house for the master has been built ; af
Clifton, in the same district, the school—hou.se
has been put into a state of thorough reparr,
and otherwise improved, and the grou‘nd. sub
stantially fenced ; at Richmond, the liabihties
have been discharged which the Local p?.m-
mittee had incurred in securing AN eligible
site, and erecting 8 school-house on & plan

: . :
commensurate with the requirements of
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throughout d _
In il] these cases, whilst the

conferred upon th? Centga o
g consequently imposed P =
e cessary school-houses |

¢ erecting all D ‘
;laster’s dwellings, and of furnishing
D] airing them ; 8
i ey -+ sole control for

laced under 1 e
L beenp. ¢ has been found practically

for the most part |
requiring, however, 11 every
tormation of the plan on
d to act, such
and

these powers
Local Committees;
case, such detailed 10
hich the committee Proposes ==
specific accounts of their proceedmgs,
satisfactory vouchers for their espenditure, as

<ould enable the Board to assume their acls as
its own, and to take upoD itself that full
responsibility hich is laid upon it, and of

<hich it cannot properly divest itself.
Whilst, therefore, the limited amount of the
funds at its command, which were altogether

inadequate in themselves to meet the demands
made npon them, called for the strictest
economy in their espendidure, and rendered 1t
impossible for the Board, without an expense
which would have very seriously diminished
their narrow resources, to undertake the imme-
diate management and direction of the neces-
sary works, and made 1f necessary to transfer
this part of their functions to those who were
P’erb:,onal]y interested and resident on the spot ;
;'Er(lﬁi nf}feir:c:]:iti bol}t} ;}ll? th? e 1
such ;nformntion yandca 1“5;.10 i for
rances from the lcommilizesmng o i
representatives at the Board > from' thfm
the proposed grants, and s L Justify

» 804, 10 case of peed,

serve @83

sactions. :
It is the more requisite that ¢
18 Sh{)u

explained .and thoroughly underst

nature of the relations which eyig¢ Eod

Local - Committees and the PR een g,

occasionally misapprehended, ang ¢}, h

and purport of its interference mie Chumcter

cordingly.  Thus, it was thought eszt(:?t(-}nl ac.
1a

the Board to call for Statements of ¥
year’s expenditure in the varioyg COchF last
that it might know what had beep :
further was still required. In the ;]:.nd_“’
instances, the request was Cheerfully *c.]Orlty‘Ut-
with; but in some cases no notjee W;}mphed
of the application, and in others the Olztakeu
mittee, having retired from office, ¢qp - Com.
its duties aud responsibilities to by 4 Stdereg
whilst that which had succeedeq ﬂlt:;: end,
declined to interfere with or take gq Tbmhef
zauce of the acts of its predecessop. : iogfll-
the accounts which were received fromgulﬁ:
various districts, and the reports of (}, tIhe
spector, showed a difference in the g i
salaries, and 1n the relative advantageg attaclersd
to their situations, which proved that servi::e |
the same, or nearly the same, in al] esSentienls
respects, were receiving very different rates of
remuneration, and that, as now the payments
all came from one common fund, much gjs.
satisfaction had very naturally arisen in conse.
quence. The proceedings of the Board, then,
instead of being looked upon as an unnecessary
interference, as they have sometimes been,
must be considered in the light of a joint
action of all the Local Committees, to ensure
that each shall have its own fair share of con-
sideration and aid, and no more, and as a
jury io cases of dispute, whose decisions are
capable of being applied generally, and with-
out distinction, to all in turn, and which,
therefore, offers the best guarantee which the
nature of the case admits of for its justice and

impartiality.

proofs and voucherg of ¢
1@ tr
an.

1q be
598 the

I have, &c.,
D. MoNRo,
Chairman.

Central Board of Education, Nelson,
February, 1839.
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gr—The state of the schools since my last
reP;{]er of children has increased, and thej
:;ﬁndﬂnce been in geneml more regular., Qg
eﬂﬂminﬂti"“! the answer:s of .the children have
neen for the.mﬂst part mtfelhgent and satisfac-
tory; but it has .occaswnally been neces-
ary 0 call attention to‘ the advantage of
cartying the.system of vive voce examination
and questioning after each less_on through-
oub the school, and not confining it to the
more advanced scholars. ']:.'he absence of some
of their best pupils at the time of my inspec-
vion has sometimes been regretted by the mas-
tors ; but if has always appeared to me that
e condition and progress of the lower classes
«as a much truer and more satisfactory criterion

¢ has been on the whole progressive ; t},e o

a general rule, if thejr attenti
taxed or wearied, either by
long to one subject, or by bei
what is too difficult for their
children like to have the facult
called into play; and it is
not dione, where the spirit of instruction is
wanling, and only the drudgery of teaching
remains, without any conception of its aim or
ultimate object, that the impressions of school
are distasteful, or the acquisitions made there

Judiciously, Asg
on 18 not gver-
bE‘i’ﬂg kept too
Dg set to master
comprehension,
1es of their mind
only where this is

of the real state of any school, than the acquire- | altogether unavailable.

ments of a few children at its head, as well as

Whilst, therefore, the importance of insist-

a better test of the teacher’s general attention ing that these first elements of knowledge shall

and care.
The greater number of those who attend the

schools are still children who have scarcely got
beyond the rudiments; and the difficulty of
keeping these well occupied during the school
hours is one which still exercises the ingenuity
and taxes the patience of the master; but it is
a difficulty which must be met and overcome,
if our schools are ever to afford an education
which, so far as it goes, shall be complete and
permanently useful. j

To read with tolerably fluency any book
suited to his age, and to be able to give a fair
account of what he has read; to spell without
any gross blundering; to write a plain and
legible hand ; to be able to perform any simple
operation in arithmetic where money 18 cob-
cerned ; are attainments which every child
should have acquired by the time he is twelve
years old ; and if in addition to this he 1s able
grammatically to distinguish the words of a
sentence, to obtain a general knowledge of
geography in its leading features, anq. of the
broad outlines of history, hie has acquired an

amount of knowledge which will not only bP: of
permanent use to him in after life, buf which
is valuable for much more than at first appears;
for the habit which is thus formed of exer-
cising the memory and the reasoning faculties,

be effectually taught: cannot Le overstated or
too much insisted on, it would be con-
veying a false impression of the state of
our schools not to mention that in many
cases they not only show a very good average
acquaintance with the rudimentary branches
of education, but in their upper classes have
advaunced considerably beyond them. Insome
of the examinations, the knowledge displayed
of history, geography, the meaning of words,
and the structure of language, has called
forth warm commendation: the rudiments of
geometry have been taught in some cases, and
the introduction of music and drawing hasalso
been successfully attempted in several instances.
It is indeed in furtherance of a more com-
plete and advanced edacation than our schools
generally are able to provide, that 1t app?ared
desirable to insist upon the advantage of direct-
ing special attention to the younger classes;
the difficulty of learning,_or rather of ?legllil-
ning to learn, increases with the age; and 1018

to the children who have had the advantage of

entering school at an early age, that our mas-

ters must chiefly look in future years hfor t:;
fal]l reward of their exertions and the m

gratifymg evidence of their Success:
I have, &c.,

J. D. GREENWOOD, Inspector.
TABULAR
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137|. - 187 66 95| 8b 136 b7 105 89
Nelson, Boys' - : 00| S6 154
e 140| 140 | 65 |1 .|154| 154 | 56 |110] ga
5 | - 90 | 59 | 10 50 12| 20 | 60| 10|50
Suburban North, Clifton
e 10 90 [ 68 | 11| 56 10 | 21|62 13| 6y
Stokn 95 47| 59 | 30| 64 25 | 51 (57| 83| 6s
€.
Waimea East Richmond . 50/, .| 50 | 64 96| 65 49 | 61 | 82| 68
g 64 | 25| 55 50 50 | 61
. - - Glrls A 4'8 27 61
Appleby 16/ 16/ 82 (60| 17/ 60 18| 85|65 16/ 48
b} b} ]
Ranzan 17| 20| 37|56 | 22| 60 20 [ 39 | 87| 19| 49
.. » Hopo. 16| 18| 84 (62| 21|63 21 | 84|61 20|65
Spring Grovo 93| 41| 64 (64 | 30| 47 45 68 | 61 | 29| 46
River Terrace 24 21| 45| 52 23* 518) 20 43 | 59 | 22| 51
Tower Wakefield 90| 30| 50|65 | 23| 48 32 | 53|65 81|60
Upper Wakefield 20| 17| 87|63 | 14| 89 18| 88|65 | 17| 49:
Waimea West . 11| 13| 2465 | 14| 65 16| 26|61 15|60
Moutere, Sarau 14( 18| 27| 65.| 18| 68 14 929 [ 65 | 21| 75
»  Lower. 11 20 | 54 | 11| 85 131 27'62 | 15| 55
Motueks, Boys' . 36 36 | 56 | 18] 55 30 | 60 | 18, 63
»  Girls' 38/ 3857 19/ KO st | 44|61 20|45
»  TPanga Totara 16| 18| 29 (59 | 11| 42 16| 29|58 15|51
Riwaka :
20/ 23| 43|80 | 22|51 97 | 47|50 | 80|70
Motupipi -
P 201 15| 35 (44| 15| 44, 15| 85|44 19(54
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OF THE IMMIGRATION
puPOR™ VINCE Op

e

erous applications ‘having been mage
Ny ersons settled in the province to have

pissioners dete_rmined upon reviving the
Com! of immigration recommended by thep
Syswmir report of last year, viz., that of g.
.[:m;]i;ﬁg the passage-money upon security bein
yancie,

i the colony for the repayment of the

given This system the Commissioners are of
sﬂ[‘:lei;m is the best that can be carried out, ag
op!

'+ troduces €0 the province a class of immi.
_ltr:mts most certnin to remain, and, by securing
8

f the passage-money, |
-payment 0 ey, keeps a
:*hzdrﬂf fhc disposal of the Commissionerg for
aucontinuallce ofithieisyster.

\,e Commissioners not having any paid re-
snonsible agent 10 ‘England, and considering
(he system of too llm}ted a character to war-
Lot such o appointment, resolved upon
aking the arran gements, if possible, in Nelson,
and thereby save the salary of an agent, and
revent @ considerable delay that must have
(aken place had they waited until _the arrange-
nents could have been made in England.
Advertisements were therefore 1ssued calling
for tenders for the introduction of immigrants,
and two onlly were received ; one from Messrs,
Jolm Morrison and Co., nnd' one from Mr.
Seaife (on behalf of Messrs. Willis), the former
endering at eighteen guineas, and the latter at
twenty pounds, per adult, Mr. Scaife at the
same time stating that he had no positive
authority to act for Messrs. Willis. The Com-
missione'rs, therefore, accepted the tender of
Messrs. Morrison, having no reason to doubt
the respectability of the firm. It was not until
a considerable time after the contract was ac-
cepted that the Commissioners heard of their
dissolution of partuership, when a letter was
written to Mr. Tytler requesting that gentle-
man to be kind enough to inquire into the
oircumstance, and at the same time giving him
full power to act on behalf of the Commis-
gioners, and, in the event of the contract not
being carried out in a satisfactory manuer, to
put an end to the same, and make arrange-
ments with some other shippers for bringing
out the immigrants sent for. Letters have
since been received from Mr. Morrison, inform-
ing the Commissioners of his proceedings with
regard to the contract, which induce them to
believe that it will be carried out by that gen-
tleman in a very satisfactory manner.

The Commissioners have already sent for

about 300 persons, and 53 of them are ex-

pected in the Mariner daily. A second ship
%13 to leave in I'ebruary last, but the Com-

fl'mzﬂ ]t?l'iE“dS brought out fI'Om Englﬂﬂd, the i
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COMMT
I\Til?»LSOI\I.,SSIONERS OF THE pRro.

Population is introd
main 1o the province

Of the amount T
shown in ¢t
to be due for e same statement

{ passage  money, namel

ileu% 1i0nl r;gps thfc‘].jr only £277 8. remaig;
ect of immig

S migrants whose passage-

i e anced on the security of resi-

118 1 the province; all the remainder
being due from persons whose passages were
prepaid on their own security. These were

Immigrants sent out in ‘the Emma Colvin,

Cresswell, and other vessels, by the late Emi-

grutioq Agent, Mr. Macdonald, Great diffi-
culty is experienced in recovering payment
from this last class of immigrants—a difficulty
not attributable in any way to the Emigration
Agent, but inherent in that system itself, in-
creased in some degree by the withdrawal of
the extended powers given to the Resident
Magistrate’s Court, which prevented larger
amounts than £20 being sued for. Steps are
being taken against these persons in the Resi-
dent Magistrate’s Court for the recovery of
the smaller sums, though, as might have Eeen
expected, some of the immigrants, after appli-
cation for the money, have left the province 1n
order to avoid being summoned. Immediately
upon . the opening of the District Judge's
Court, proceedings will be taken to recover the
larger amounts due.
| J. P. RoBINSON,
Superintendent.
Immigration Office, Nelson,
April 21, 1859.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

Since the above report was written, the
Mariner has arrived with the 1mmigrants 1n
safety. The passengers all speak 1m high
teras of the kind treatment they re‘cewed from
the captain and officers of the ship, and ex-

>

ith their voyage. :
st s J. P. RoBINSOY,

Immigration Office, Superintendent.

Nelson, April 26, 1859.
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press themselves 1n every way perfectly satisfied
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to the 31st of I\'Iarch, 1859,

['_ -
January 1st i Bl January lst ImnmrgraTion, £
~ 2 Secretary to Board— Y > Amo S
1858, to Y , 1858, to unt remitted to Mr. £ s. d.
5 | March 31st, fiﬂ;ismd Passages Repaid since last 884 o g || March 31st, Tytler . L 3 .1,100 0 0
= 1859, CEULI S ot ot R e e g 1859. Bank Commission . . 11 0 0
=) : 1,111 0 ¢
o BALARY.
= Becretary to Board : : : 58 6 8
=]
e ConTiNGENCIES.
= Advertising nnd Printing . 7 3 9
=
& ToraL Recerers . . £ 884 9 6 ToraL Exerenprrure . . £ | 1,176 10. 5
| = '
§ Balance from last Year . £ BHOEE381'0 l Balance to next Quarter . . £ 358 2 11
= £ 1,634 13 4 '| £ 1,563 13 4
b 1359 LIABILITIES. £ s d. 1859. MonEeys RECEIVABLE. £ s d.
= | March 3lst | Trust Funds Loan 4 : f .| 2,000 0 O || March 31st Passage Money due : 2,401 13 10
S Balance in hands of Mr. [‘_T,fllﬂr, on lsl: |
= Passage Money to be advanced (about) . | 4,000 0 0 January, 1858 . . 168 4 6
N Amount remitted to Mr. T_}.rtler since that
c date . ; : 3 ; . | 1,100 0 0
3 . |
S Balance in hands of Treasurer, Nelson . | 358 2 Il
: : !
PoTAL T s e v 126,0000°°0 TOTAL L 4.8 ) 4,028 1 3/
; - |
ALFRED GREENTFIELD,
Ve mmigrafion Secrelary.

Immigration Office, Nelson,
April 21st, 1859. -




