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Signature Mgremzto annexed, are to be considered as Officia
o those Persons to whom they may relate, and are to be obeyed accordingly

By his. Honor’s command,

HENRY ADAMS, Solicilor of the Province.

Vo II. NELSON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1854, No. 1S

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL.

Tuurspay, Nov. 23, 1854.

THE Superintendent opened the Second
Sess_lon of the Provincial Council, at
the Counecil Chamber, at twelve o'clock at

noon, when his Honor delivered Lhe fol-
lomng

ADDRESS.

h.
:IR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
CouncriL—

enitjll:d“;”h nuch salisfaction that I am again
SRS conn_aes?r_t to your advice and assistance,
to mai s oiaeration of those measures calculated

maintain for this Province that progressive

(I;FU%PEl'iFy Which has been for some years its
\8tinguishing feature.

gffés E?I:lslgant and steady as has been the pro-
aratifyin I8 portion of New Zealand, it w11_l be
o rg iﬁ tﬁdyou to learn that all the indications
ﬂﬂuntrpr i advance in the circumstances of a
Pfﬁvinfza ave, during the past year, been in this
he Cusmﬁﬂﬂetimlly marked.  The 'receipts of
b, fmcill)?a 4nd’ Crown Lands" departments
TR y illustrate the increased means of

munity : the former having amounted

¢
[:;eﬁf.&?ﬁ? 0s. 114d., or nearly double that of the

3d, v

"19{ year; and the latter to £27,940 0s.
While the purchage by actual residents of

no less than 98,284 acres of land, during the
year, affords unmistakable evidence of an ap-
preciation of the great capabilities of the Pro-
vince by those best competent to judge of then.

3. While the Province is thus steadily ad-
vancing in material wealth, it is also a matter of
sincere congratulation that the moral character
of the community retains its bigh standard.
The increase of population hasled to no corres-
ponding increase 1o the commission of crime,
which, on the coutrary, has in this Province
become an event of rare occurrence amongst its
permanent inhabitants. Although no sitting
of the Supreme Court had taken place for two
years, the recent session was marked by but
two convictions, neither of them for offences of
gserious magnitude: and if the seamen, com-
mitted to prison for desertion, are omitted from
the cases tried in the Resident Magistrate’s
Court, it will be found, on an examination of
the Returns, that the convictions for petty
offences during the last twelve months were in
the proportion of but two per cent. to the

opulation. ‘
; E So eminently favourable a state of public

welflare may ip a great measure be accounted
for by the rapid improvement in the circum-
stances of the colonists, the absence of any
sense of comparative degradation, and the con-
sequent feeling of self-respect enjoyed by each
member of the community : and prominently
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d - While reviewing the sources of permanent
success which tbe Province pOSEESSES, I mostat
the same time advert to the one greath drawba*ctk
151 city
10 its present progress, arising from the scar
of labour, available either for Pablic Works or
the operations of private individuals: the
presence of this essential (lement in the pros-
penity of 2 community being alone wanting to
enablz the province to attain to that position
which i:s fertility of eoil, valuable minerals, and
mapy otber patural advantages, onght to ensure
for 1t, but witheat which the indinidoal energy
of 1ts mbabitants most remain eramped—its
collective importance diminished.,

8. The funds appropriated in the Jast Session
to the introduction of immigrants have been
transmitted to England, 1o provide passages
to Nelson for persons whose [riends bere have
applied to bave them gent out under the system
of assisted passages, ‘The tota) number of ap-
plications forwarded daring the last seven
months bemg 386, Anp immigration from
Melbourne, where a want of employment hasg
‘or some Liwe been feh, may alsp be expected
In order eﬂicieptly to condact a system of im:
migration to Nelson at regular intervals. ;i i8
advisable that ap Agent should he appo; i di
Englzend, by wh elect; L prields
Yy whom a selection of Immigrants
of the class and character most desirable to
Introduce, might be effectei] ip a manney i' E
would not otk rwise be practieable. i

“strate how .desirable it is: that t

subject to the Provir;cia] Coungj)

d reserved for ) a8 g,
passed, an ‘ | or Mon al
armation. The inhabitants of tﬂualy,a o

have conseq}lently A0 Opportunity of 4 FOving,
through their representatives in th. s eclannm
Jatare, in what manner they woy)q d:f{l legis.
the future colonization of the coupy, ISI!'& thay
conducted. Sy = ”‘“Ull] he
10. Regarding “"the" wiste atigy: e

il not entirely, as a means for ﬁ"‘inu.a pnnmpan},.
in the country, it might be advisab)e {Jhulaunn
= Remission System,” which is noyy bei at
upon in the neighbouring colonigs, Sh(}uﬁ]amed
a part of any future system of disposin [furm
public lands of this Province, | hlﬁ?o l thg
believed that such a system woulq S :‘- on

the settlement of a new country, e v[ell in
prepared to coﬁperata zealously with e am
endeavour to give effect to such 3 mﬂdiﬁua?w
of it as may, after careful consideratjpy " lon
most applicable to the circumstancea’ o?pfﬁr
Province. Some encouragement to Dtocns la
explore for valuable minerals migh; ), ho
afforded, by permitting the discovererg theu;;]:
minerals to obtain at a fixed price portjop; of
the land containing them, or by granting (o
them long leases,.with a right of Preéumplion a
the end of the term, on the condition of
mines having been worked for a certain perig,

13. Bat as the whole question of the disposa)
of the waete lands of the Crown is one which—
while of the very greatest importance—ivas noy
contemplated as coming within the powers of
the Provincial Council at the time of its election,
the constitoencies might reasonably desire to
have the means.of declaring by whom this power
should be exzercised. I'or other reasons, it has
also appeared to me most desirable that the
number of Members of the Council should be
increased. . This could be effected either by an
enaciment giving additional Members to some
of the electoral distriets, or by one which would
re-apportion the whole representation in the
Provincial Legislature, and a_necessary feature
of which would be a fresh election of all the
Members of the Council, and of --tll‘rleuSupcr.m-
tendent. The latter mode, althouga involviog
some delay, would be the most appropriait, ES
afording to thes respeclive  constituencics the

: ing those to whom
follest opportunity of selecting s
would be entrusted powers of the highe:
order.

12. In conformity with the terms of ai;f:]m]-
lation adopted by you in the last Sess =t
have been enabled to make an ~3Haﬂﬂ§mb'
whereby Steam communicatiod has been b
lished between Nelson and other pars o
colony ; the advantages .resullmﬂh n:jﬁtﬂb]iﬁh'
are very generally appreciated. The s
ment of a steaw vesse) between Aucd ith 60
Australia has already beem attende Ao
much benefit to that Province, agisloProviﬂw

i S dii ()g
should-possess-a -sitnilar rcom@unliﬂ;‘gﬂwu.
this subject I have conferred with ooperation
tendent of Wellington, by whose."i d
the former arrapgement was mall 3:1
and I believe that, should it meet b At
approval, a regular communication
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.y by means of sieam vessels, may be estabs

orts from the Commissioner of Pablic
13 [le-p be - laid before you, detaillng the
of the works executed duriog the past
When the dificulty of procuring the
ossary  labour in| many of the districts and
nec bigh price of materials are considered, it will
:Jhe.aatiafuc.t,or)'-.to you,; 80 (learnlo what jextent
. 1.17?0 mmeans. of communication throughout the

province have been improved.

14, I have received from Captain Drury, of
H.M.S. Pandora, suggestions with reference to
th;a placing of buoys and beaconsin the Waimea
.oer and French Pass. Tracings of those
Tl1 ces, and of the Pelorus, have also been fur-
Ei:hefi to mo by that officor, to whom the Pro-
vince is thus much indebted for valuable
informatioD, which it might otherwise have
been difficult to obtain,

15, The question of public Education is one
vhan which none deserves your more attentive
consideration, a8 affecting the ‘future well-
being, OF the reverse, _of the various commu-
pities DOW fast growing up throughout the
Province. Tbe uuiversal‘lyiadml}ted necessity
of educating those whom it is desired to elevate
__the circumstance that the nature of the edu-
cation supplied to the young will influence
olike their character and conduct as members
of society, and their capacity to exercige the
political privileges conferred upon their fathers,
and which, through them, will descend to
their children—places upon all who have the
power of 8o materially shaping the future of
this colony, for good ‘or for evil, an amount of
responsibility which capnot be evaded. With
roference to this subject, the copy of a resolu-
tion of the Legislative Council has been for.
warded to me, with a request that I would ob-
eain and transmit, for the consideration of the
General Assembly, such information a8 might
enable it to determine, whether the education
of the youth of New Zealand could be extended
or improved by the intervention of the State.
It will be my duty to request 8n expression of
your opinion on this question, the decision with
respect to which chiefly rests with you. And
I would suggest that in considering the subject,
it should not be forgotten that a large amount
of primary instruction 18 NOw being supplied
by schools, established by various religious
denominations and by private societies, the
founders of which appear to be solely actuated
by a generous geal for the public good, well

deserving the approbation of the Legislature of
the Province.

16. By recent despatches I am informed that
one-half of the net receipts from the Custowns
and Crown lands, for the year commencing on
the first of July last, is'to be retained by the
General Government. As the amount which
. will be thus abstracted from the Revenue-of the
" Proviuces ismearly Tdouble that-of the Expandy-
ture authorized by the General, Assembly, 1t

cannot but be regarded as an anwise detention,
in the General Treasury chest, of funds which
might have been usefully employed on Public
Works, and in promoting lmmigration; and

the loss of which, for the
the progress of the respecti
they' are - derived. ' With
subject, it is also to be regre
counts of the sums received
General Government, whereb

to the Province for the futore mi
?ahmated with certainty, h;.semll)%}el:l 1}1?;‘b§eg
or-the last twelve months,— <
17. Notwithstanding ' thia | i
from the revenue, I arﬁ happy :‘ur%aa fbalgntf;“i{l;
form you*lhat a very considerable sum will be
at your disposal for the current financial year
The actual Revenue during the past yaat"
having exceeded that estimated by the sum
of £16,023 18s. 10d., while the Expenditure
was less than that authorized by £1,928 17s.9d ;
the_aum of £18,522 19s. 9d. is conmse mnt\lylr
available towards the Expenditure of the cur-
rent year, which, when added to the estimated
receipts for the same period, will, besides de-
fraying the expenses of the various departments
of the Government, furnish a sum of about
£25,000 to be appropriated to Public Works
and Immigration. A detailed financial state.

mont will be forwarded to you with the Esti-
mates.

pregent, will retard
ve Provinces whence

respect to_this
tIEd that 00 ac.
and spent by the
y the amount due

18. Amongst the various measures which

Ei‘ll]i be submitted for your consideration will be
ills

For providing for the Health of Towas,

For diverting Lines of Road,

For establishing the Salary of the Super-
intendent,

For preventing Injury to Highways .and
Fences,

For-- collecting -authentic - Statistical 1nfor-
mation, &¢.,

10, The amount of . duties consequent upon
the progress of the Province which devolve
upon the Superintendent, entails so constant an
attendance upon the routine duties of the office,
as materially to interfere with that most 1m-
portant function of a Government, the con-
sideration of the measures essential to the
future development of the Province, and renders
t desirable that a Provincial Secretary should
be appointed. A Bill with that object will
accordingly be laid before you.

00. The necessity of establishing a Public
Hospital will require your attention. On this
subject I have received many valuable sog:
gestions, which will be transmitted to you, from
medical gentlemen resident in the Proviuce, 1t10
whom 1am under a great obligation for ]:__u
trouble they have taken In recorduﬁz_ their
opinions 00 3 question of much public 1m-

portance. : =
21. I would recommend the appointmen Od
o Committee of the Council to mvesug]a]ta Nan
report upon the question of the debtto & 8 tle:;?
7ealand Company, in so faras it may 8 ect tl |ts
Province. Such a report will be of great agamé
ance to Mr. Adderley, who has been appointe :
by the Qeneral Asgembly for the purgoaa I.or
conducting an investigation 10t0 the charac e(
of a debt, with respect to the 1mpqmtwnh ga
which the inhabitants of the Province ba
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romole its advancement, wit), o
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AND 7, ELLIOTT, AT 7Rk o

| belief that a wise course of legisla
| careful of the present and prgy

members Of the. | fiture—andanactiveand zealoug g
I Scotland— of its government, are alone nece;
adapted for to this Province an amount of I
__containing surpassed - In any. portion of |
essing @ cli- dominions.
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