NEW ZEALAND

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

(PROVINCE OF NELSON.,

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY.:

B Al Public Notifications which appear in this Gazette, with any Official
Signature thereunto annexed, are to be considered as Official Communications made
to those Persons to whom they may relate, and are o be obeyed accordingly:.

E.. W. STAFFORD, Superintendent.

Vor. 1.

NELSON, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1853. No. 7.

HE ADDRESS of his Honor the
Superintendent in opening the Pro-
vincial Council, is-published  for general
information.
By his Honor’s command,
JOHN SHARP,

Clerk to Superintendent.
Superintendent’s Office,

Nelson, 4th November, 1853.

MR. SPEAKER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
Provixciarn Councin—

The opening of the proceedings of the
first Legislative Council which has ever
been assembled in Nelson, is an event of no
ordinary character in the history of the
Province.

In this remote portion of the British
empire has now been established the type
of those institutions which have for ages, in
our parent country, earned the respect, and
secured the liberties, of our forefathers; and
which have tended to achieve for that
country its proud position amnongst the na-
tions of the world.

That the privileges conlerred by . the
Constitutional Act are duly appreciated,

and that they will ‘not be incobsiderately
exercised, the great interest bestotved on
the first elections held under the authority
of that act is a sufficient guarantee.

The inbabitants of the Province have
new for the first lime, thiough their elected
Representatives, the means of expressing
theic wishes on all subjects of public in-
terest; as you, gentlemen, bave the power
of carrying out these wishes to their legiti-
mate end.

I have the fullest confidence that, duly
considering the great responsibility which.
has devolved upon you, in undertaking the
task of legislating for so many important
interests, the principles which should direct
the policy of the Government of the Pro-
vince will receive your most attentive con-
sideration.

The powers which you possess are very
great, enabling you, with certain exceptions,
to make, either by new enactments or by
amending existing Ordinances, all laws

_necessary for the .peace, order, and good

government of the Province. I willingly
declare my belief that these powers
will be exercised by you with wis-
dom and justice, and that your acts will be
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With respect also to those questions ex-

spted from your direct control, any

addresses which you may forward to the
impenal Parliament, or to the General

Assembly, on any public matter affecting

the Province, will be entitled to, and will

undoubtedly receive, respectful considera-
tion.

In congratulating you upou the power
vou'thus possess of promoting the public
welfare of the Province, I cannot but regret
at the same trme that some uncertainty .as
to 1ts nndisturbed exercise may arise from
the fact that no session of the General
Assembly of the colony has yet been held ;
by which the harmonions operation of the
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New Constitution would have been much

I.;:-f..:tat:.-r;, the Iimits of interference in the
aclion of the respective Legislatures de-
clared, and the possibility of conflicting
enaciments avoided,
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rour wishes. :
O d o aming aa Appropriation Bill, the
strictest economy, consistent with tbe effi-
ciency of the publicservice, will be observed ;_
but it is most desirable that, to prevent any
uncertainty concerning such.approprialion,
it should be confirmed by the .G.euer:ﬂ
Assembly at as early a period as possible,
Had I received any certain assurance that
the General Assembly would have met
immediately, 1 shonld bave preferred, both
with reference to this question and many
others of great importance, that this Council
should not have assembled until the session
of the General Assembly was concluded,
but in the absence of such assurance I
deemed it my duty, at the earliest possible
moment, to call you together for the purpose
of considering what measures were ne-
cessary for promoting the public' 1nterests.
As it is however very inconvenient for those
members who are engaged in agricultural or
pastoral pursuits to attend at this season of
the year, I propose, should a session of the

General Assembly have been held in the
interval, to summon you. in April or May
next, about which time I believe the peri-
odical sittings of the Council might be most
advantageously held,
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which have hitherto lieen controlle by the
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the Superintendent, will require your atten-
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Province, or paid [romthe General Revenue,
I am in correspondence with his Excellency;
a copy of Lhis ‘correspondence, in ‘which I
have protested against any liability on the
part of the Provincial Treasury for the
expenses of .departments not under ‘the
control of the Provincial Government, will
be furnished to you for an expression of
your opinion.

1t is'a source of ‘great gratification to me
to be able to congratulate you npon-the very
large increase in the value of the various
articles exported from ‘the Province during
the last nine wmonths. By the official
retarns, the amount of Exports through the
Customs at Nelson, for the nine months
ending ~ the 30th September last, was
£35,214; to which must be added -that
portion of the wool produced in the Wairau,
which from its having been sent to Wel-
Jington for shipment to London, was ‘en-
tered at that port, and ‘which may fairly be
estimated at #£5,000, making a total of
upwards of £40,000 for: the nine moaths,
being at the rate of about £58,000 yearly.
The Imports for the same period of nine
months amounted to £31,722. As might
justly bave been expected from so material
an addition to the wealth of the Province as
evidenced by these returns, there has been
a corresponding increase in the Customs’
Revenue; the-amount:collected during the
same nine monthg being £3,956 12s. 11d.
That received in the twelve previous months
having been £3,827 3s. 8d.

It is also gratilying to me to have to
inform you, that when 'the Sub Treasurer’s
accounts were closed on the 31st August,
after all payments due up to that time were
made, the sum of £1,895 19s. 11d. was
paid over to the Treasurer of the Province;
to which is to be added £717 16s. 11ld.
received by that officer from the Customsnp
to the 31st October, amounting in all to
£2.613 16s. 10d. From this sum 1sto be
deducted £189 18s. 9d., being the pay-
ments made in  September under the
authority of the last Appropriation: Bill,
leaving the sum of £2,423 18s. ‘1d. now 1n
the Provincial Treasury. - Of this sum
£1,499 17s. 7d. was originally received
from-the Parliamentary Grant, towards the
cost of making a road to the Waitobi, and
should be considered as only available ' for
that purpose.

Should you determine to ‘appropriate the
Revenue paid to the Provincial Treasurer
in pursuance of his Excellency’s arranges
ments, a vote in supply will be required to
defray the expenses of the various'depart-
ments, which have accrued since the 30th

September, since which time no payments
have been made.

The receipts from the Land Revenue
from the commencement of .the -year to:the
31_5’3 0‘7'_'-01331'; also shew a sleady and grati-
f)'lng Increase over - the previous year.
During the last ten months the sales of land
in the towns of Nelson and Waitohi, have
amounted to the sum of £2,856 8s. 9d.,
and of suburban and rural land to £20,124
18s. 11d. - Of the total sum of :£22,981
7s. 8d. thus received, £7,387 15s. 3d. was
in cash, and £15,593 12s. '5d. in - scrip.
I'rom these receipts £856 has been:paid, or
is due, on account of immigrants, fil*y-four
in namber, introduced under the system of
assisted passages, and the further sum?of
£1,743 is also liable on account of appli-
cations already forwarded to England
under the same system. The total pumber
of Immigran:s who haverarrived during the
last ten months being:312. :

The whole question of Immigration
should receive from you the most earnest
and careful consideration, as that 'upon
which all others so materially depend. The
steadily increasing demand for ‘all articles
the production of th2 country, requires that
a correspondend supply of labour should be
abtainable to take advantage.of this ciraum-°
stanoe, whereby the general wealth of.the
Province, and -the individual  prosperity of
its inhabitants, would be ‘manifoldly in-
creased. It is my duty to transmit to yon
the despatches and communications which
I have received on this subject.

The desicability of ‘establishing Steam
communication: becomes daily more evident,
and will I have no doubt be considered by
you. 1 believe that it is possible that by
paying a bonus on the passengers lntreduced
by this means, the maintenance of steam
vessels to the Australian colonies ‘might be
rendered subservient ito :the.purposes of
immigration.

Amonost the most important:questions
which will engage your attentionis that of
the public Roads, which have ‘been for the
last winter in a state of great disrepair.
With a view to the maintenance of roads,
and works of a similar character, a Bill has
been prepared, authorising the levying of a
rate upon lands within certain districts, to
be expended on public works within the
district in which it may be raised. By this
Bill the rate payers would - determine the
amount to be raised (within certain limits)
and the manner in which it should be ex-
pended—an  economy in the supervision
effected — and the community generally
within each district accustomed to consider
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in the Iimes of roads originally laid out,
whereby a great saving will be effected in
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of roads under the provisions of this |
but I believe that you will agree ‘

their construction, and the means of com-
munication much increased, requires that a
Bill authorising such alterations should be
considered by you, and with that object
one will be laid before you.
The recent purchase from the Natives of
a large tract of country for the sum of five
thousand Pounds, by which all the lands
within the Province, with the exceplion of
D'Urville's Island, have become the pro-
perty of the Crow, is calenlated to add
most considerably to the futyre importance
of the Province. Within the limits of this
purchase many of the finest harbours in New |
Zea{and are situated, some of them jp con-
neclion with tracls of mogt fertile land
containing lar iti '
: € Jatge quantities of yalpable
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lines of communication before any Ipt:ortmms
become private property. By which mean3
the possibility of much future expense an

inconvenience will be avoided. :

The evidence daily received of the exist-
ence of many valnable minerals 1n dl&'eretzt
parts of the Province, affords the most grali-
fying prospects for the future, I have been
requested to invite your attention to the
question of Lhe leasing of the mines  on
Crown lacds, when I believe thatyou will
careflully consider the manuer in which such
an important element of wealth, and means
of employment, can be most rapidly de-
veloped.

The absence of any sufficient Council
Chamber, and the offices necessarily con-
nected with it, will require that you should
make provision for these objects. "I would
a:so suggest that a small sum should be
devoted annually to the purpose of pro-
curing a Couucil Library, which is much
required, and which might, under proper
arrangement, become a source of great
benefit to the whole community.

For the purpose of enabling the Council
to obtain a knowledge of all questions
affecting the public interests, it might be
advisable for you to enact an Ordinance
compelling the attendance and production
of persons and documents:  should you
d_EB{re to enact any other Ordinance estab- -
lishing your own privileges, it will afford
me much gratification to co-operate with
you for that purpoge,

0 you o v abjets will bo gt
T I}.etumra Edcompfehenslv_g Dature of
T s an': an lth_e Information afforded
in the r .ouch indebted to the officers
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Nelson, Novembe d, 1853




