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HIS HONOR THE SUPERINTENDENT

ON OPENING THE FORTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE PROVINCIAL
COUNCIL OF CANTERBURY.

Mz. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with what 1 believed would be your wish, I have taken the earliest

ﬂppﬂrtunity, after the termination of the recent elections, to summon the Coumnecil of
the Province for the dispatch of business.

| The late Council expressed their desire that in future the financial period should

terminate in the autumn instead of in the spring of the year, and I believe that by .
~ this arrangement the public advantage will be best consulted, having in view the
convenience of those who are members of both the Colonial and Provincial Legislatures,
and the uncertainty which exists as to the time when the General Assembly of the
Colony may conclude its deliberations ; and, also, considering that at this fime of the
year private business will be less interfered with than at any other by your attendance
on your public duties. % '

I shall, accordingly, ask you to grant supplies for the public service for the period
ending the 31st of March, 1875.

It is our privilege to meet under circumstances of peculiar prosperity.

Since the first meeting of the last Oouncil, not quite four years ago, the popu-
lation of the Province has increased from about 45,000 to more than 59,000
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The area of cultivation has been nearly doubled in the same period;. and the
of the exports of the Province has reaclied a snm during the past year of more bhay
million sterling.

Ay,

with the iﬁﬂuxc}f Populy

The great increase 1n the value of our exports, combined b By
: _ - - . & aste lands,. wh;j
and capital, have had a most marked effect upon the sales of W y-Whicl, hig

greatly exceeded the amount anticipated. The receipts under this head were eﬂﬁmat&d

for the year ending Soptember 80, 1871, at £34,875, and the actual receipts for thay Yeuy
were £36,225 15s. 6d.  The estimated receits for the year to end :30‘3]1 September, 1874
were £262,800, but the amount actually obtained to the 27th of ;[':]lIS month, th&t 18, iy {:
period of eight months, i1s £453,308 2s. 9d., or £190,508 2s. 9d. 1n B“{BGSE .of the sum ety
mated for the whole year; and during this period more than 117,671 acres haye beey

surveyed.

The large increase of traffic on the railways is another evidence of the prosperity of e
Province. The total receipts for the year ending 30th SBPte]i'lb er last, amounteq t,
£75.674 19s. 11d., while the receipts for the seven months ending-30th April lagt, are
£61,747 4s. 3d. | |

1

As the traffic returns show a considerable amount of Income 11 eXCess afﬁexpﬂnﬂiturﬁ,
I Lave thought it expedient to reduce the rates of carriage and fares on the different 1111&5?
a course which I confidently anticipate will induce traffic, and promote the public cop. |

venience.

This reduction will take effect in a few days.

The lines of railway from Rakaia to Ashburton, from Bm]lestﬂn' to ﬁ’l&l?em}, and from
Rangiora to Cust, will be open for traffic shortly ; and the branch line to Southbridge will

probably be open in a few months.

You will learn from returns which will be 1'&id'befﬂre_yui1, that every effort is bemng
made to promote the diffusion and settlement of the large numbers of immigrants who are

arriving :n the Province.

Depbts are being establsihed at Waimate, Akaroa, Rangiora, Ashburton, and Oxford.
In accordance with the resolution of the last Council, cottages have been erected, or are in
course of erection, for the reception of immigrants in various districts of the Provinee.
It is of such importance that the immigrants forwarded to this province should be of 8
character suited to its requirements, that T trust you will see fit to continue, in England,

the services of an agent, having accurate local knowled
this portion of the colony.

I regard with considerable satisfaction the fact that tﬁe‘ﬁorf
are taiomg practical steps-to make themselves acquainted with the
to industry, and have no doubt that a better knowledge

been received, I learn that
upon the construction
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Tho time has, I think, come when active sto

permanently lowering Lake Ellesmere, so that 4 large tract of land may be made available
for cultivation, and with this object in view, I shall agk you to appropriate a sufficient sum
to obtain an npiniﬂn from a competent engineor as to the best method +o be adopted, and
as to the expense which may be involved, together with an estimate of the amount of land
which would be rendered available.

ps should be taken to ascertain the cost of

The system of education established in this province is prod

ucing most important
results,

The number of children attending the public schools is steadily increasing.

The actual numbers in attendance for the quarter ending 31st December last, accord-
ing to the published returns, being 8229, as against 6265 in the same quarter of the
previous year. | |

New districts are being formed, and new school buildings are being erected.

In order to meet the increasing educational requirements of the Province, and to
maintain the system in a state of efficiency, and also to prevent the necessity for
increased taxation in the future, I am of opinion that further endowments in land

are desirable. The question of the expediency of extending similar provision to hospitals
and. other institutions deserves your careful attention.

I shall recommend you to make further grants to public libraries, so as fo extend
the usefulness of these institutions.

1 am of opinion that it would be advisable to permanently endow the municipalities

of the Province with certain fees, and taxes, raised within their respective boundaries.
_ 1 propose therefore to transmit to you a Bill to give effect to this proposition.

Bills will be submitted to you for amending “The Executive Council Ordinance,”

for amending “ The Railway Tolls and Management Ordinance, 1872, for grantmg to

the Municipal Corporations within the Province certain fees and taxes, as part of their
ordinary revenue. | “

I now declare this Council open for the despatch of business.

WM. ROLLESTON,

Supermtendent.
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