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Mr. Speaker, and Gentiemen of i

Provincial Council,—

i

predecessor so anxiously struggled to

overcome have entirely disapp t:,u;d

|

may therefore Lﬂﬂgmtu ate xuu on the

plﬂspec t ol a briel session, and ¢Xemp-

tion from the more laborious routine
of duty that so heavily pressed upon

the late Council.

You are aware that the G:n;yai
Assembly will shortly meet, clothed
With an ;.lLLc'*:i*iiUH of FL‘H'H-;-L' Eh;ll n-"all

enable them to effect very !rui[rvl'u[
alterations in the constitution of New

7 ealand—alterations that mi-*m very

considerably modify and restrict the
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todv and careful medical treatment of

lunatics.
It is my intention to lay before you

estimates of financial requirements for
the half-year ending 30th September
next, and while regarding your present
meet-inu' as a session of emergﬂ‘lﬂ}", 1
sropose to defer the consideration of
certain defective Ordinances ; among
others the Cattle Trespass Ordiuam:;E,
until your next session, when it will
be my duty to send down for your de-
liberate discussion various amendments
of the law, which the progress of the
Provinece has rendered advisable,

But as it is possible that the Geeneral
Assembly may entertain a very impor-
tant and extensive exercise of their
powers, and In a manner calculated to
excite a very material influence on the
scope of your legislative action, you
will agree with me that it would be
wise, so far as is practicable, to post-
pone to a future session the enactment
of new laws, in the hope that the rela-
tive positions and respective functions
of the General and Provincial Legisla-
tures will in the meanwhile have been
accurately and unmistakeably defined.

There are, however, several matters
with which it is the business of your
body alone to deal, and to these I shall
call your immediate notice.

It has been found necessary that cer-
tain doubts as to the Interpretation of
particular clauses in the Waste Liands’
Regulations should be at once re-
moved ; to which end I shall submit to
you d %1(_11*1: bil‘:‘:_! _haviﬂg for i}:;ﬂ object a
more efiective declaration of the prin-
E?PEEE that are intended by the spirit of
the ]hi":'-gl.lhlt}ﬂ_ﬂlb‘ to govern the admi-

! L iich relates to the
exercise of the pre-emptive rights hay-

h toinconveni almmﬁtamounta
:ug o 1njustice in individual cases that
dave come within my o

Ing led toincon Venlences
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cised by Government, oy abandoneq
within a period of five years firom the
date of the purchase. ¥

I shall also lay before you a bil| ¢,
provide suitable reserves of lands; beitig
part of the late Canterhury Associy.
tion’s estate, for the use of certain op.
ganized religious bodies within the
Province.

The extension of secular education
and religious instruction being a nmt-..
ter serlously important to the social
well-being of the Province, T shall ask
you to sancticn small reserves of land

n the different settled districts whieh

have been suggested as convenient sites
for churches and schools.

The rapidlyincreasing 1mports of tle
Province having rendered the provision
of extended accommodation in the
offices. of Her Majesty’s Customs a
matter of urgent necessity, [ shall
therefore, in pursnance of arrange-
ments entered into with the Represen-
tative of the Geeneral Government, ask
your assent to a bill enabling me, under
the provisions of the Public Reserves:
Act, to convey to the General Govern-
ment the site of the Custom-house as
reserved by the late Canterbury Asso-
clation, upon which site it is proposed
by the General Government to erect a
Custom-house and other buildings ne-
cessary to the public service.

In perusing the several statistical re-
turns which will be laid before you, you
will be gratified to observe the great in-
crease of our exportsand importsduring
the pastyear. Onreference to thereturns
of previous years you will perceise
that the extension' of our commerce
OTOWS 1n angreatly it}ﬂreaﬁing mFiU each
succeeding year—a fact affording the
strongest presumptive evidence that
the balance of trade must very shortly
be materially in favor of the Province.

At an early period of the session
you will be put in possession of your
estimated Provincial Revenue for the
ensuing year, from which you will
gather that an increase in the sales and
rentals of the Waste Lands of the Pro-
vince quite in proportion to the in-
Crease in the Customs’ Revenue I8
reckoned upon., ‘T'his estimate 1s Jus-
tified by the experience of the last fi-
nancial year, at the commencement of
which the late Government anticipated
receiving an amount which was at that
tUme generally considered large; yet,
I fact Government realised a suil
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NOTICE.

Province of Canterbury to I il.

X7 HEREAS a Writ under the
‘-‘ hand of William Sefton Moor-

house, It=q., the Superintendent  of
the said Province, ht"iil‘ing date the
19tn dav of January, in the year of our
ILord one thousand eight hundred and
filtv-seven hath been directed to me,
Henry Arthur Scott, Esquire, as Re-
turning  Officer, for the Heathcote
District, e quiring and command.ng
nie to cause to be elected, 1 manner
and foim by law prescribed, one per-
son, to serve as a member of the Pro-
vincel:L Councit for the HEATHUOTE
DistricT, in the room of RICHARD
James Stracnan Harwman, Esq.,
resigned. New therefore, I, the said
HENRY ARTHUR ScoTT, the Returning
Officer for the said Heathcote District,
do hereby, in pursuance of the said

[ —
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.

recited Writ, GIve NoTice that a Py}
lic Meeting of the electors of the saiq
Heathecote District will be holden at
Chuistchurch Quay, on Friday, the fift},
day of February next, at twelve o’clock
at noon, for the purpose of nominatine
one person to serve as a Member of the
Provineial Council for the said Heatl-
cote District, and in the event of a poll
being demanded for the candidates or
any of them, such polling shall take
place on Saturday, the sixth day of
February, 1858, at Christchurch Quay,
and at Mr. Archer's house, Lower
Lincoln Road.

The voting to commence at any
time after nine o’clock, a.m. of the
said day, and to close at four o’clock,
p-m., of the same day.

HENrRY A, Scorr,
P.eturning O
January 19th, 1858.
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