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Provincial Secretary’s Office. March next, the end of the financial
Christchurch, Aug. 25th, 1857. ‘ year of this Province.

IS Honor the Superintendent _If t‘he agents of the vessel agree to
directs the publication of the fol- | this, I have the honor to request that

lowing correspondence for general in- it may be acted upon at once, without
further delay, or correspondence upon

formation. ( :
R. PACKER. the receipt of this letter, and that your
Provincial Secretary. Honor will be so good as to transmit to
me the form of agreement signed by
Superintendent’s Office, the Wellington Government, in order
Christchurch, July 30th, 1857. that a similar form may be prepared

STR - | for my execution.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Y our Honor’s very obedient servant,
JaMrs EpwARD K17z GERALD.
Superintendent.

To his Honor the Superintendent

Shortly after the departure of your |
Honor, I received a letter from the |
Post Master General of Victoria, ac-
quainting me that the Canterbury
mails are made up with those of Wel-
lington and not separated at Mel-

bourne. of Wellington, &c., &c., &c,
Under these circumstances, 1 beg =

to accept the proposal made verbally Superintendent’s Office,
by your Honor, and agree, on behalf | Wellington, 14¢h August, 1857.
of this Government, to pay Seventy- Sir,— Understanding that you have
five Pounds (£75) a month, on condi- | received an intimaticn that the Cantex-
tion, that the vessel under engagement bury English mails must (until other
to the Government of Wellington to arrangements are made in England) be
bring down the mails from Melbourne, forwarded from Muelbourne to We!-
shall bring the Canterbury mails on lington, I am anxious to lose no time
here, and shall remain in barbor at least in advising you that the proposal 1
48 hours after their arrival. This made during my recent visit to your

agreement to Jast until the 3Jlst of province, that your mails should, after
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being sorted here, be at once forwarded
by our mail packet, cannot be carried
out, inasmuch as the Contractors for
the mail service between this and Mel-
bourne are under heavy penalties to
dispatch their vessels within six days
after their arrival at this port.

I beg at the same time to submit the
following proposals to your consider-
ation :

{ That the HWonga Woinga shall
bring on your English mails from this
port. _ ;

9. That, assuming the mail arrives at
Melbourne on the 5th, and at Wel-
lington on the 20th, of each month, the
Wonga MWonga shall (after that day)
leave here for Lyttelton within 24 or
36 hours after the arrival of the mails—
shall,afterlanding the mails atLiy tt=lton,
proceed to Otago with its mails—re-
main there 24 hours, and on her return
call at Lyttelton for your return mails.
3. That for the performance  of this

service Canterbury shall pay a subsidy
to Wellington at the rate of not less

than £1000 a-year.
4. That in the event of Otago de-

clining to pay a similar amount, the
Wonga Wonga, instead of proceeding
to Otago, shall remain 48 hours at
Liyttelton.

With reference to the above pro-
posals you will perceive that 1t 1s 1m-
possible that we can guarantee that the
return mails (even from ‘Wellington)
shall reach Melbourne in time for the

homeward bound steamer.
It is equally impossible that we

should engage that the Wonga Wonga
should at all times be ready 1n port to
sail within 24 or 36 hours after the
arrival of the mails, for it might happen
by some lucky accident that the mails
might arrive on the 15th of the month
—the sharecholders of course would not
consent to provide for such an 1mpro-
bable contingency, unless the subsidy
given to them was sufficient to enable
them to employ their vessel solely and
exclusively in carrying the mails., We
propose, however, that the vessel shall,
after the 20th or 21st of each month,
(being the time when the Malls ought
to arrive) start within 24 or 36 hours
after their arrival. I say 24 or 36 hours,
because the very sorting of the mails
brought requires that time; but 1t
would be for the interest of the com-
pany that the vessel should start the
instant the mails were ready,

In making this offer I may observe

that this Province has for the. last four
months brought on the mails of the
other southern settlements atan expense

at the rate of £1200 a-year, without any
one of them contributing a single
farthing ; that it will in all probability

O

be oblized to raise the subsidy to
£1500 or £1800 a-yéar ; that it has
engaged to give a subsidy to the Wonga
Wonga of £2,500 a-year ; and further,
that by dispatching the Wonga Wongu
to Canterbury and Otago, the other
parts of the Province will not be visited
by her oftener than once amonth. You
will perceive therefore that Canterbury
in giving £1,000 for the conveyance
of her mails from Wellington does not
contribute towards the expense of
carrying them from Melbourne,which 1
submit she ought to do.

I shall feel obliged by your Homnor
intimating your acceptance or other-
wise of this offer by the very first
opportunity.

In consequence of the June mail
coming by way of the Cape, it 1s not
expected that it will arrive here before

the last week of this month, or the

first week in September ; but should
I not hear from your Honor before it
arrives, I shall endeavour to make
arrangements for forwarding 1t by the
Wonga Wonga.
* May I therefore beg the favour of
your Honor, under any circ umstances,
informing the agents'of the vessel at
Lyttelton (Messrs. Cookson, Bowler &
Co.), whether you agree to my pro-
posals, for in the event of y our accep t-
ing them the vessel will prob ably proceed
to Otago for the purpose of making to
‘the Superintendent of that Province a
similar offer. |
"I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obe dient servant,
| J. &. FEATHERSTONE,
S uperintendent.
To His Honor the

Superintendent of Canterbury,
&e., &e.

A
Superintendent’s Office,
Christchurch, 22nd August, 1837.

SIR,—1 have the honor to acknow-
ledge the receipt 'of your Ionors
letter of the 14:th inst. on the subject of
the means of transmitting the English

mails from Melbourne to Lyttelton.
Your Honor has already received my
letter of the 30th wult., and has, no
doubt, had your attention called to the




advertisement which was pl}bliglled In
the Government Gazette of this Pro-
vince, dated Gth of August, stating
that an engagement had been made
with the Province of Wellington to
transmit the mails 22e Wellington to
Lyttelton. _

I think it necessary to remind your
Honor, that when here a few weeks
ago, your Honor urged strongly on
me the adoption of the arrangement
which is notified in the Canterbury
Gazette ; and that your Ilonor even
urged upon me the conclusion of such
an arrangement before having heard
from the authorities of Melbourne that
our wish to have the mails forwarded di-
rect from thence could not beacceded to.
Your Honor did not leave the slightest
doubt upon my mind that the arrange-
ment would be carrlied out if I would
accede to it.

It was acting under this impression,
and feeling that there could be no
mistake after having had the personal
assurance of your Honor, that I ven-
tured to write to your Honor my
letter of the 30th of July, and to
publish the advertisement in question
without waiting for your Honor'’s
reply.

I confessthen I am very much sur-
prised now to learn that the arrange-
ment 1n question cannot be carried out,
and still more so that the obstacle
arises from your Honor’s government,
and not, as I understand it, from the
shipowners ; for the penalty to which
your Honor refers is one of course to
the Provincial Government, and one
from which therefore the shipowners
could be relieved if the Provincial Go-
vernment desired 1it.

I am again surprised that your Honor
should allude to the fact that the Can-

terbury mails have been brought down
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to Wellington from Melbourne as con-
stituting any sort of claim for pecuni-
ary consideration, or even for gratitude
on the part of this Province, when it
muet be obvious to your Honor that
this interference on the part of the
Wellington Government with the Can-
terbury mails is one which, although
unintentional onits part, is a very great
grievance to this Province, as it prevents
us from entering into arrangements far
more advantageous tor our own inter-
ests.

Your Honor’s letter has received the
full consideration of the Iixecutive
Council, and we have unanimously
resolved that this Grovernment cannot
entertain your Honor’s proposal res-
pecting the Wonga Wonga, because it
offers us no advantage worth the sub-
sidy required.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your Honor’s very obedient servant,
JAMES EpwARD FiTZ GERALD,
Superintendent of Canterbury.

To His Honor the

Superintendent of Wellington .
Sz CE &c.
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Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Christchurch, 31st Aug., 1857.

IS Honor the Superintendent

directs it to be notified for public

information, that the Provincial Go-
vernment has entered into an arrange-

ment with the owners of the ° Canter-
bury,” for the conveyance of mails be-

tween Lyttelton and Wellington for
the six months ending 31st of March.

1858.

By His Honor’s command,

RiciHARD PACKER,
Pravincial Secretary.
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